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SPEECHES 


13?' THE IMPEACHMENT OE 

WARREN HASTINGIS. 


FRIDAY, 30th MAY, 1794. 

SECOND DAY OF KEPLY. 


(Mb. Bueke ) 

Mt Lobds, — On the last day of the sitting of this courtj 
when I had the honour of appearing before you by the order 
of my fellow-managers, I stated to you their observations and 
my own upon two great points ; one the demeanour of the 
prisoner at the bar during his trial, and the Other the princi- 
ples of his defence. I compared that demeanour with the 
behaviour of some of the greatest men in this kingdom, who 
have, on account of their offences, been brought to your bar, 
and who have seldom escaped your lordships’ justice. I ■^ut 
the decency, humility, and propriety of the most distinguished 
men’s behaviour in contrast with the shameless effrontery of 
this prisoner, who has presumptuously' made a recriminatory 
charge agamst the Hous^5~of -Commons, and ahsweredT^eir 
impeachment by a counter-impeachment, explicitly accusing 
them of malice, oppression, and the blackest ingratitude. 

My lords, I next stated that this recriminatory charge con- 
sisted of two distinct parts, injustice and delay. To the in- 
justice we are to answer, by the nature and proof of the 
charges w^hich we have brought before you ; and to the de- 
lay, my lords, we have answered in another place. Into one 
of the consequences of the delay, the ruinous expense wdiich 
VOL. vni. B 
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the priboner complains of, we have desired your lordships to 
make -an inquiry, and have referred you to facts and wit- 
nesses, which will remove this part of the charge 

With regard to ingratitude, there will be a proper time for 
animadversion on this charge. Por in considering the merits 
that are intended to be set off against his crimes, we shall 
have to examine into the nature of those merits, and to as- 
certain how far they are to operate, either as the prisoner 
designs they shall operate in his favour, as presumptive 
proofs that a man of such merits could not be guilty of such 
crimes, or as a soi^t of set-off to be pleaded in mitigation of 
his offences. In both of these lights we shall consider his 
services, and in this consideration we shall determine the 
justice of his charge of mgratitude 

My lords, we have brought the demeanour of the prisoner 
before you for another reason. We are desirous that your 
lordships may be enabled to estimate, from the proud pre- 
smnption. and audacity of the criminal at your bar, when he 
stands before the most awful tribunal in the world, accused 
by a body representing no less than the sacred voice of his 
country — what he must have been when placed in the seat 
of pride and power What must have been the insolence 
of that man towards the natives of India, who, when called 
here to answer for enormous crimes, presumes to behave, not 
with the firmness of innocence, but with the audacity and 
hardness of guilt ? 

It may be necessary that I should recall to your lordships’ 
recollection the principles of the accusation and of the de- 
fence Your lordships will boar in mmd, that the matters 
of fact are all either settled by confession or conviction, and 
that the question now before you is no longer an issue of 
faeCl>ut an issue of law The question is, what degree of 
merit or demerit you are to assign by law to actions which 
have been laid before you, and their truth acknowledged. 
The principle being established, that you are to decide upon 
an issue at law, we examined by what law the prisoner ought 
to be tried ; and we preferred a claim which we do now so- 
lemnly prefer, and which we trust your lordships will concur 
with us in a j^udable emulation to establish ; a claim founded 
upon the great truths, tliat aU power is limited by law, and 
ought to be guided by discretion and not by arbitrary will ; 
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— tliat all discretion must be referred to tbe conservation and 
benefit of those over whom power is exercised ; and therefore 
must be guided by rules of sound political morality. 

We next contended, that, wherever existing laws w^ere 
apphcahle, the prisoner at your bar was bound by the laws 
and statutes of this kingdom as a British subject ; and that, 
whenever he exercised authority in the name of the Com- 
pany, or in the name of his Majesty, or under any other 
name, he was bound by the laws and statutes of this king- 
dom, both in letter and spirit, so far as they were applica- 
ble to him and to his case ; and above all, that he was 
bound by the act to which he owed his appointment, in all 
transactions with foreign powers, to act according to the 
known recognised rules of the law of nations ; whether 
these powers were really or nominally sovereign, wdiether 
they were dependent or independent. 

The next point which we estabhshed, and w^hich we now 
call to your lordships’ recollection, is, that he was bound to 
proceed according to the laws, rights, laudable customs, 
privileges, and franchises of the country that he governed, and 
we contended that to such laws, rights, privileges, and fran 
chises, the people of the country had a clear and just claim 

Having established these pomts as the basis of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s general power, we contended that he was obliged by 
the nature of his relation, as a servant to the Company, to be 
obedient to their orders at all times ; and particularly where 
he had entered into special covenants regarding special articles 
of obedience. These are the principles by which we have 
exammed the conduct of this man, and upon which we have 
brought him to your lordships’ bar for judgment. This is 
our table of the law. Your lordships shall now be shown 
the table by which he claims to he judged ; hut I will first 
beg your lordships to take notice of the utter contempt 
w'lth which he treats all our acts of parliament. Speaking 
of the absolute sovereignty which he would have you be- 
lieve is exercised by the princes of India, he says, “ Tbe 
sovereignty which they assumed, it fell to my lot very un- 
expectedly to exert, and whether or not such power or 
powers of that nature were delegated to me by any^ pro- 
visions of any act of parliament, I confess myself too little 
of a lawyer to pronounce,” and so on. This is the manner 
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m whidi he treats an act of parliament ! In the place of 
acts of parliament he substitutes his own arbitrary will. This 
he contends is the sole law of the country he governed, as 
laid down in what he calls the arbitrary institutes of G-hmges 
Kh^n and Tamerlane. This arbitrary will he claims, to the 
exclusion of the G-entoo law, the Mahomedan law, and the law 
of his own country. He claims the right of making his own 
will the sole rule of his government, and justifies the exercise 
of this power by the examples of Aliverdi Khan, Cossim All 
Khan, Hujah Dowlah Khan, and all those Khfins who have 
rebelled against their masters, and desolated the countries sub- 
jected to their rule. This, my lords, is the law which he has 
laid down for himself, and these are the examples which he 
has expressly told the House of Commons he is resolved to 
follow These examples, my lords, and the principles with 
which they are connected, without any softening or mitiga- 
tion, he has prescribed to you as the rule by which his con- 
duct is to be j ndged 

Another principle of the prisoner is, that whenever the 
Company’s aifairs arc in distress, even when that distress pro- 
ceeds from his own prodigality, mismanagement, or corruption, 
he has a right to take for the Company’s benefit privately in 
bis own name, with the future application of it to tlieir use 
reserved ni Ins own breast, every kind of bribe or corrupt pre- 
sent whatever. 

I have now restated to your lordships the maxima by 
which the prisoner persists in defending himself, and the prin- 
ciples upon which we claim to have him judged. The issue 
before your lordships is a hundred times more important than 
the cause itself, for it is to determine by what law or maxims 
of law the conduct of governors is to be judged. 

On one side, your lordships have the prisoner declaring that 
the people have no laws, no rights, no usages, no distinctions 
of rank, no sense of honour, no property ; in short, that they 
are nothing bu t a he rd of slaves to be governed by the arb i- 
will ofalngte : Un the other side, we^ assert 
ditecfcontrary of this is true. And to prove our assertion 
we have referred you to the Institutes of G-hinges Kh^n and 
of Tamerlane : we have referred you to the Mahomedan law, 
which is binding upon all, from the crowned head to the 
meanest subject; a law interwoven with a system of the 
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Wisest, tlie moat learned, and most enlightened jurisprudence 
tBat perhaps ever existed in the world. We have shown you, 
that if these parties are to he compared together, it is not 
the rights of the people which are nothing, hut rather the 
rights of the sovereign which are so. The rights of the 
people are everything, as they ought to he in the true and 
natural order of things. Grod forbid that these maxims 
should trench upon sovereignty, and its true, just, and lawful 
prerogative , on the contrary, they ought to support and estab- 
lish them. The sovereign’s rights are undoubtedly sacred 
rights, and ought to be so held m every country in the 
world , because exercised for the benefit of the people, and 
in subordination to that great end for which alone (xod has 
vested power m any man or any set of men This is the 
law that we insist upon, and these are the principles upon 
which your lordships are to try the prisoner at your bar. 

Let me remind your lordships that these people lived under 
the laws to which I have referred you, and that these laws were 
formed whilst we, I may say, were in the forest ; certainly 
before we knew what technical jurisprudence was These 
laws are allowed to be the basis and substratum of the man- 
ners, customs, and opinions of the people of India ; and we 
contend that Mr, Hastings is bound to know- them and to act 
by them ; and I shall prove that the very condition upon 
which he received power in India was to protect the people 
in their laws and known rights. But whether Mr. Hastings 
did know these laws, or whether, content with credit gamed 
by as bpiSe a fraud as was ever practised, he did not read the 
books which Hobkissin paid for, we take the benefit of 
them ; we know and speak after knowledge of them. And 
although I believe bis counsel have never read them, I 
should be sorry to stand m this place, if there was on© word 
and tittle m these hooks that I had not read over. 

We therefore come here and declare to you that he is not 
borne out by these institutes, either m their general spirit or 
m any particular passage to which he has had the impudence to 
appeal, in the assumption of the arbitrary power which he 
has exercised. We claim that, as our own government and 
every person exercising authority m Great Britain is hound 
by the laws of Great Britain, so every person exercising au- 
thority in another country shall he subject to the laws of 
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that country, since otherwise they break the very cove- 
nant -by which we hold our power there. Even if these 
institutes had been arbitrary, which they are not, they might 
have been excused as the acts of conquerors. But, my lords, 
he is no conqueror, nor anything hut what you see him , a 
bad scribbler of absurd papers, m which he can put no two 
sentences together without contradiction. We know him 
II I no other character than that of havipg been a nSlde^cmr^*^ 
traclim^r~soT^^^ of having acted Traudulently iiT^hat 

'Spacit^ancL allS'war'ds giving fraudulent contracts to 
others , and yet I will maintain that the first conquerors of 
the world would have been base and abandoned if they had 
assumed such a right as he dares to claim. It is the glory 
of all such great men to have for their motto, JParcere sui - 
iectiset debellare mperhos. These were men that said they 
'vWld recompense ihe countries which they had obtained 
through torrents of blood, through carnage and violence, by 
the ]ustice of their institutions, the mildness of their laws, 
and the equity of their government. Even if these con- 
querors had promulgated arbitraiy institutes, instead of dis- 
claiming them in every point, you, my lords, would never 
suffer such principles of defence to be urged here ; still less 
will you suffer the examples of men act^ing by violence, of 
men acting by wrong, — the example of a man who has 
become a rebel to his sovereign m order that he should be- 
come the tyrant of his people, to be examples for a British 
governor, or for any governor We hero confidently protest 
against tins mode of justification, and -wo maintain that his 
pretending to follow these examples is in itself a crime ; 
the prisoner has ransacked all Asia for principles of despot- 
ism ; he has ransacked all the bad and corrupted part of it 
for tyrannical examples to justify himself; and certainly in 
no other way can he be justified 

Having established the falsehood of the first principle of 
the prisoner’s defence, that sovereignty, wherever it exists 
in India, implies in its nature and essence a power of exact- 
ing anything from the subject, and disposing of his person 
and property, — we now come to his second assertion, that 
he was the true, full, and perfect representative of. that sove- 
reignty in India. 

In opposition to this assertion we first do positively deny 
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that he or the Company are the perfect representative of any 
sovereign power whatever. They have certain rights by 
their charter and by acts of parliament, but they have no 
other They have their legal rights only, and these do not 
imply any such thing as sovereign power. The sovereignty of 
G*reat Britain is in the king ; he is the sovereign of the Lords 
and the sovereign of the Commons, individually and collec- 
tively ; and as he has his prerogative established by law, he 
must exercise it, and all persons claiming and deriving under 
him, whether by act of parliament, whether by charter of the 
crown, or by any other mode whatever, all are alike bound 
by law, and responsible to it. No one can assume or receive 
any power of sovereignty, because the sovereignty is in the 
crown, and cannot be delegated away from the crown ; no such 
delegation ever took place, or ever was intended ; as any one 
may see in the act by which Mr. Hastings was nominated 
governor He cannot, therefore, exercise that high supreme 
sovereignty, which is vested by the law, with the consent of 
both Houses of parliament, in the king, and in the king only. 
It IS a violent, rebellious assumption of power, when Mr. 
Hastings pretends fully, perfectly, and entirely to represent 
the sovereign of this country, and to exercise legislative, 
executive, and judicial authority with as large and broad a 
sway as his Majesty, acting with the consent of the two 
houses of parliament, and agreeably to the laws of this king- 
dom. I say, my lords, this is a traitorous and rebellious as- 
sumption which he has no right to make, and which we 
charge against him, and therefore it cannot be urged m jus- 
tification of his conduct in any respect. 

He next alleges, with reference to one particular case, that 
he received this sovereignty from the Yizier Sujah Howlah, 
who, he pretends, was sovereign, with an unlimited power 
over the life, goods, and property of Cheit Sing This we 
positively deny. Whatever power the supreme sovereign of 
the empire had, we deny that it .was delegated to &jah 
Dowlah. He never was m possession of it He was a 
vizier of the empire , he had a grant of certain lands for the 
support of that dignity, and we refer you to the institutes of 
Timour, to the institutes of Akhar, to the institutes of the 
Mahomedan law, for the powers of delegated governors and 
viceroys. You vull find that there is not a trace of sove- 
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reigHty in them ; but that they are, to all intents and pur- 
poses, mere subjects ; and consequently, as Sujah Dowlah had 
not these powers, be could not transfer them to the India 
Company His master, the Mogul emperor, bad them not 
I defy any man to show an instance of that emperor’s claim- 
ing any such thing as arbitrary power , much less can it be 
claimed by a rebellious viceroy who had broken loose from 
his sovereign’s authority, just as this man broke loose from 
the authority of parliament The one had not a right to 
give, nor the other to receive, such powers ; but whatever 
rights were vested in the Mogul, they cannot belong either 
to Sujah Dowlah, to Mr Hastings, or to the Company. These 
latter are expressly hound by tbeir compact to take care of 
the subjects of the empire, and to govern them according to 
law, reason, and equity ; and when they do otherwise, they 
are guilty of tyranny, of a violation of the rights of the 
people, and of rebellion against their sovereign 

We have taken these pains to ascertain and fix principles, 
because your lordsliips are not called upon to judge of facts 
A jury may find facts, but no jury can form a judgment of 
law ; it is an application of the law to the iact that makes 
^'he act criminal or laudable You must find a fixed stand- 
ard of some kind or other ; for if there is no standard but 
the immediate momentary purpose of the day, guided and 
governed by the man who uses it, fixed not only for the dis- 
position of all the wealth and strength of the state, but for 
the life, fortune, and property of every individual, your lord- 
ships are left without a principle to direct your judgment. 
This high court — this supreme court^ of appeal from all the 
courts of the kingdom — this highest court of criminal juris- 
diction, exercised upon the requisition of the House of Com- 
mons, if left without a rule, would be as lawless as the wild 
savage, and as unprincipled as the prisoner that stands at 
your bar. Our whole issue is upon principles, and what I 
shall say to you will be in perpetual reference to them, be- , 
cause it is better to have no principles at all than* to have 
false principles of government and of morality. Leave a 
man to his passions, and you leave a wild boast to a savage 
and capricious nature. A wild beast indeed, when its stom- 
ach IS full, will caress you, and may lick your hands ; in like 
manner, when a tyrant is pleased, or his passion satiated, you 
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may have a happy and serene day under an arbitrary govern- 
ment. Eut when the principle founded on solid re ason, 
which Q^ght to restrain passion, is pervftrte H , its pVnper 
Sid, tne laise principle will be substituted for it, and then 
Jm'an beCtHnes ten times worse than a wild beas t: TE5 evil 
principle, grown soiiU and perennial, goads him on and takes 
entire possession of his mind ; and then perhaps the best 
refuge that you can have from that diabolical principle is in 
the natural wild passions and unbridled appetites of mankind. 
This is a dreadful state of things ; and therefore we have 
thought it necessary to say a great deal upon his principles. 

My lords, we come next to apply these prmciples to facts 
which cannot otherwise be judged, as we have contended and 
do now contend. I will not go over facts which have been 
opened to you by my fellow-managers : if I did so, I should 
appear to have a distrust, wMch 1 am sure no other man has, 
of the greatest abilities displayed in the greatest of all causes. 
I should be guilty of a presumption winch I ho’pe I shall not 
dream of, but leave to those who exercise arbitrary power, 
in supposing that I could go over the ground which my 
fellow-managers have once trodden, and make anything more 
clear and forcible than they have done In my humble 
opinion, human ability cannot go further than they have 
gone • and if I ever allude to anything which they have already 
touched, it will be to show it in another light; — to mark 
more particularly its departure from the principles upon 
which w'e contend you ought to judge; or to supply those 
jparts w^hich through bodily infirmity, and I am sure nothing 
else, one of my excellent fellow-managers has left untouched. 
I am here alluding to the case of Cheit Sing. 

My honourable fellow-manager, Mr. Grey, has stated to you 
all the circumstances requisite to prove two things : — First, 
that the demands made by Mr. Hastings upon Cheit Sing 
weio contrary to fundamental treaties between the Company 
and that Bajah , — and next, that they were the result and effect 
of private malice and corruption. This having been stated and 
proved to you, I shall take up the subject where it was left. 

My lords, in the first place I have to remark to you, that 
the whole of the charge originally brought by Mr. Hastings 
against Cheit Sing, in justification of his wicked and tyran- 
nical proceedings, is, that he had been dilatorv , evasn e, 
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shuffling, and unwilling to pay that which, however unwilling, 
evasiye, and shuffling, he did pay. And that with regard to 
the -business of furnishing cavalry, the Eajah has asserted, and 
his assertion has not been denied, that uhen he was desired 
by the council to furnish these troopers, the purpose for 
which this application -was made was not mentioned or 
alluded to, nor was there any place of muster pointed out. 
We therefore contended that the demand was not made for 
the service of the state, but for the oppression of the individual 
that suffered by it. 

But admitting the Eajah to have been guilty of delay and 
unwillingness, what is the nature of the offence ? If you 
strip it of the epithets by which it has been disguised, it 
merely amounts to an unwillingness in the Eajah to pay 
more than the sums stipulated by the mutual agreement exist- 
ing between him and the Company. This is the whole of it ; 
the whole front and head of the offence ; and for this offence, 
such as it is, and admitting that he could be legally fined for 
it, he was subjected to the secret punishment of giving a bribe 
to Mr Hastings, by which he was to buy oif the hue, and 
\\hich was consequently a commutation for it. 

That your lordships may he enabled to judge more fully 
of the nature of this offence, let ns sec m what relation Cheit 
Sing stood with tho Company. He was, my lords, a person 
clothed ^ith every one of the attributes of smorcignty, under 
a direct stipulation that the Company should not interfere 
in his internal government. The military and civil authority, 
the power of life and death, the whole I'cvcnue, and the whole 
administration of the law, rested m him. Such was tlie 
sovereignty he possessed within Benares ; but he was a sub- 
ordinate sovereign, dependent upon a superior, {utcording to 
the tenor of his compact, expressed or imphed. Now having 
contended, as we still contend, that the law of nations is the 
law of India as well as of Europe, hecauHO it is the law of 
reason and the law of nature, drawn from tho pure sources of 
morality, of public good, and of natural eipiity, and recognised 
and digested into order by the labour of learned men, I will 
refer your lordships to Vaitcl, hook 1, cap. 1 C), where he treats 
of the breach of such agreements, by tho protector refusing 
to give protection, or the protected refusing to perform his 
part of the engagement. Sly design, in refemiig you to th.a 
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author, is to prove that Cheit Siiig, so far from being blam- 
able in raising objections to the unauthorized demand^ made 
upon him by Mr Hastings, was absolutely bound to *do so, 
nor could he have done otherwise, without hazarding the 
whole benefit of the agreement upon which his subjection and 
protection were founded The law is the same with respect to 
both contracting parties; if the protected or protector does not 
fulfil with fidelity eacA 7as separate stipulation, the protected 
may resist the unauthorized demand of the protector, or the 
protector is discharged from his engagement ; he may refuse 
protection, and declare the treaty broken. 

We contend m favour of Cheit Sing, in support of the prin- 
ciples of natural equity and of the law of nations, which is 
the birthright of us all, — we contend. I saw, that Oheit Sing 
I gould have established, m the opinions of the best wr iters 
jthnJnw of nations, a precedent against himself tor at ry 

ire violation of the engagement, ii he submitted to any 

new dema nd, without what our laws cnll. a contimiai claim 
p).eiipetuar remonstrance iigaiMt the impositi on, instead*, 
therefore, of doing that which was cnnnnal, be did that 
w'hich his safety and his duty bound him to do, and for doing 
this he was considered by Mr Hastings as being guilty of a 
great crime. In a paper which was published by the pri- 
soner, m justification of this act, he considers the Eajali to 
have been guilty of rebellious intentions ; and he represents 
these acts of contumacy, as he calls them, not as proofs of 
contumacy merely, but as proofs of a settled design to rebel, 
and to throw off the authority of that nation by which he 
was protected. This belief he declares on oath to be the 
ground of his conduct towards Ohei^ Sing 

How, my lords, we do contend, that if any subject under 
any name, or of any description, be not engaged in public 
open rebellion, but continues to acknowledge the authority 
of his sovereign, and if tributary to pay tribute conformably 
to agreement, such a subject, in case of being suspected of 
having formed traitorous’ designs, ought to be treated in a 
manner totally different from that which was adopted by Mr. 
Hastings. If the Eajah of Benares had formed a secret con- 
spiracy, Mr Hastings had a state duty and a judicial duty to 
perform He was bound, as Governor, knowing of such a 
conspiracy, to provide for the public safety , and as a judge, he 
was bound to convene a criminal court, and to lay before 
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it a detailed accusation of the offence. He was bound to 
proceed publicly and legally against the accused, and to con* 
vict him of his crime, previous to his indicting or forming 
any intention of inflicting punishment. I say, my lords, 
that Mr. Hastings, as a magistrate, was bound to proceed 
against the Eajah either by English law, by Mahomcdan law, 
or by the Gentoo law ; and that by all or any of these laws 
he was bound to malie the accused acquainted with the 
crime alleged, to hear his answer to the charge, and to pro- 
duce evidence against him, in an open, clear, and judicial 
manner And here, my lords, w^e have again to remark that 
the Mahomedan law is a great discriminator of persons, and 
that it prescribes the mode of proceeding against tliose who 
are accused of any delinquency requiring punishment, w ith a 
reference to the distinction and rank which the accused held 
in society. The proceedings are exceeding] y sober, regular, 
and respectful, even to criminals charged with the highest 
crimes ; and every magistrate is required to exercise his oiliee 
in the prescribed manner In the Itcdaia, after declaring and 
discussing the propriety of the cauzy’s sitting openly in the 
execution of his oIBcc, it is added, that there is no impro- 
priety in the cauzy sitting m his own house to pass judg- 
ment ; but it is requisite that he give orders for a Ircc access 
to the people. It then proceeds thus : “ It is requisite that 
such people sit along w'lth the cauzy as were used to sit 
with him, prior to his appointment to the ofiico, because, if be 
were to sit alone in his house, he would theroliy give rise to 
suspicion.”^ 

My lords, having thus seen what the duty ofc* a judge is in 
such a case, let us examine whether Mr. Hastings ohservc‘d 
any part of the prescribed rules. Eirst, with regard to the 
publicity of the matter. Hid he ever give any notice to the 
supreme council of the charges which he says he had re- 
ceived against Cheit 8mg ? Hid he accuse the Hajali in the 
council, even when it was reduced to himself and Ins poor, 
worn-down, cowed, and I am afraid, bribed colleague, Mr. 
WhelerP Hid he even then. I ask, produce any one charge 
against this man P He sat in council as a judge ; as an Eng- 
lish judge; as a Mahomedan judge; as a judge by the 
Gentoo law, and by the law ol nature. He shoukr have 
Bummoned the party to appear in person, or by bis attorney, 
* Hedaia, vol. ii. p. 621 
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before liim, and should have there informed him of the 
charge against him. But, my lords, he did not act thus. He 
kept the accusation secret in his own bosom. And why ? 
Because he did not believe it to be true. This may at least 
be inferred from his havmg never informed the council of 
the matter. He never informed the Bajah of Benares of the 
suspicions entertained against him, during the discussions 
which took place respecting the multiplied demands that 
w’ere made upon him. He never told this victim, as he has 
had the audacity to tell us and all this kingdom, in the paper 
that is before your lordships, that he looked upon these re- 
fusals to comply with his demands to be overt acts of rebel- 
lion ; nor did he ever call upon him to answer or to justiiy 
himself with regard to that imputed conspiracy or rebellion. 
Hid he tell Sadanund, the Hajah’s agent, when that agent was 
giving him a bribe or a present in secret, and was thus en- 
deavouring to deprecate his wrath, that he accepted that bribe 
because his master was in rebellion ? Never, my lords ; nor 
did he, w'hen he first reached Benares and had the Bajah in 
his power, suggest one word concerning this rebellion. Hid 
he, when he met Mr, Markham at Bauglepore, where they 
consulted about the destruction of this unhappy man, did he 
tell Mr. Markham, or did Mr Markham insinuate to him, any 
one thing about this conspiracy and rebellion ? No ; not a 
word there or in his whole progress up the country. While 
at Bauglepore he wrote a letter to Lord Macartney upon the 
state of the empire, giving him much and various advice. 
Hid he insinuate in that letter that he was going up to Be- 
wares to suppress a rebellion of the Bajah Cheit Sing, or to 
bumsh him ? No ; not a word. Hid he, my lords, at the eve 
of his departure from Calcutta, when he communicated his 
intention of taking £500,000, which he calls a fine or pe- 
nalty, from the Bajah, did he inform Mr. Wheler of it ? No, 
not a word of his rebellion, nor anything like it. Hid he in- 
form his secret confidants, Mr. Anderson and Major Palmer, 
upon that subject ? Not a word, thep was not a word drop- 
ped from him of any such rebellion, or of any intention in 
the Bajah Cheit Sing to rebel. Hid he, when he had vakeels 
in every part of the Mahratta empire and in the country of 
Sujah Howlah, when he had in most of those courts English 
ambassadors and native spies ; did he either from ambassa- 
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dors or spies receive anytliing like authentic intelligence 
upon this subject ? While he was at Benares he had in his 
bauds Benerain Pundit, the vakeel of the Eajah of Berar, his 
own confidential friend, a person whom he took out of the 
service of his master, and to wdiom he gave a jaghire in this 
very zemindary of Benares This man, so attached to Mr. 
Hastings, so knowing in all the transactions of India, neither 
accused Oheit Sing of rebellious intentions, nor furnished 
IMr. Hastings with one single proof that any conspiracy with 
any foreign power existed. 

In this absence of evidence, my lords, let us have recourse 
to probability Is it to be believed that the zemindar of Be- 
nares, a person whom Mr Hastings describes as being of a 
timid, weak, irresolute, and feeble nature, should venture to 
make war alone with the whole power of the Company in 
India, aided by all the powers w^hich Great Britain could 
bring to the protection of its Indian empire ? Could that poor 
man, m his comparatively small district, possibly have formed 
such an intention without giving Mr. Hastings access to the 
knowledge of the fact, from one or other of the numerous 
correspondents which he had in that country ? 

As to the Bajab’s supposed intrigues with the Haboh of 
Oude, this man was an actual prisoner of Mr. Hastings, and 
nothing else ; a mere vassal, as he says himself, in effect and 
substance, though not in name. Can any one believe or 
think that Mr. Hastings would not have received from the 
English resident, or from some one of that tribe of English 
genilemen and English military collectors, who w'ero placed 
in that country in the exercise of the most arbitrary pow''crs, 
some intelligence which ho could trust, if any rebellious de- 
signs had really existed previous to the rebellion which did 
actually break out upon his arresting Olieit Sing ? 

There was an ancient Boman lawye r, of groat fame in the 
Jiistorv of “ Junspruxtencepw^^ “ 

^adtu ied into Vundical proce^mgs ilui 
the parti/ lia’M.nail in 

„ , ^ be here 

asked, why should Olunt Sing wish to rebel, who held on easy 
and moderate terms (for such I admit they were) a very con- 
siderable territory, with every attribute of royalty attached ? 
The tribute was paid for proteclion, which he bad a right to 
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claim, and which he actually received. What reason under 
lieaven could he have to go and seek another master; to 
place himself under the protection of Sujah Dowlah, in whose 
hands Mr. Hastings tells you, in so many direct and plain 
words, that neither the Eajah’s property, his honour, nor his 
life could he safe ? Was he to seek refuge with the Mahrattas, 
who, though Gentoos like himself, had reduced every nation 
which they subdued, except those who were originally of 
their own empire, to a severe servitude ? Can any one be- 
lieve that he wished either for the one or the other of these 
charges ; or that he was desirous to qmt the happy independ- 
ent situation in which he stood under the protection of the 
British empire, from any loose, wild, improbable notion of 
mending his condition ? My lords, it is impossible. There 
IS not one particle of evidence, not one word of this charge 
on record, prior to the publication of Mr Hastings’s narra- 
tive ; and all the presumptive evidence in the world -would 
scarcely be sufficient to prove the fact, because it is almost 
impossible that it should be true. 

But, my lords, although Mr. Hastings swore to the truth 
of this charge when he came before the House of Commons, 
yet in his narrative he thus fairly and candidly 'avowed that 
"he entertained no such opinion at the time. “ Every step,” 
says he, “ which I had taken before that fatal moment, namely, 
the flight of Cheit Sing, is an mcontrovertible proof that I 
had formed no design of seizing upon the Eajah’s treasures 
or of deposing him. And certainly at the time when I did 
form the design of making the punishment, that his former 
ill conduct deserved, subservient to the exigencies of the 
state, by a large fine, I did not believe him guilty of that 
premeditated project for driving the English out of India, 
with which I afterwards charged him ” Thus then he declares 
upon oath, that the Eajah’s contumacy was the ground of his 
suspecting him of rebellion, and yet when he comes to make 
liis defence before the House of Commons, he sim^ily and 
candidly declares, that long after these alleged acts of contu- 
macy had taken place, he did not believe him to be guilty of 
any such thing as rebellion, and that the fine imposed upon 
him was for another reason and another purpose. 

In page 28 of your printed minutes, he thus declares the 
purpose for which the fine was imposed. I can answer 
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only to this formidable dilemma, that so long as I conceived 
Oheit Sing’s misconduct and contumacy to have me rather 
than the Company for its object, at least to be merely the 
effect of pernicious advice or misguided folly, without any 
formal design of openly resisting our authority or disclaiming 
our sovereignty, I looked upon a considerable fine as suffi- 
cient both for his immediate punishment and for binding him 
to future good behaviour.” \/ 

Here, my lords, the secret comes out. Ho declares it was 
not for a rebellion or a suspicion of rebellion that he resolved, 
over and above all his exorbitant demands, to take from the 
Eajah £500,000 (a good stout sum to be taken from a tribut- 
ary power), that it was not for misconduct of this kind that 
he took this sum, but for personal ill behaviour towards him- 
self. I must again beg your lordships to note that he then 
considered the Bajah’s contumacy as having for its object not 
the Company, but Warren Hastings, and that he afterwards 
declared publicly to the House of Commons, — and now be- 
fore your lordships, he declares finally and conclusively, — that 
he did believe Cheit Sing to have had the criminal intention 
imputed to him. 

So long,” says he, “ as I conceived Cheit Sing’s miscon- 
duct and contumacy to have me ” (in italics as he ordered it 
to be printed) “rather than the Company for its object, so long 
I was satisfied wntb a fine. I therefore entertained no serious 
thoughts of expelling him or proceeding otherwise to vio- 
lence ; hut when he and his people broke out into the most 
atrocious acts of rebellion and murder, when thej 7 ‘ws JorHoris 
et lex ultima regum were appealed to on his part (and with- 
out any sufficient plea afforded him on mine), I from that 
moment considered him as the traitor and criminal described 
m tlie charge, and no coucesfaions, no humiliations, could ever 
after induce me to settle on him the xcmindary of Benares, 
or any other territory, upon any footing whatever.’i 
Thus then, my lords, he has confessed that the CTa and 
the only era of rebellion was when the tumult broke out 
upon the act of violence offered by himself to Cheit Sing ; 
and upon the ground of that tumult, or rebellion as he calls 
it, he says he never would suffer him to enjoy any territory 
or any right whatever. Wo ha\o fixed the period of the re- 
bellion for which ho is supposed to have exacted this fine : 
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tins period of rebellion was after tbe exaction of tbe fine 
itself, so that the fine was not laid for the rebellion, but the 
rebellion broke out in consequence of the fine and the violent 
measure accompanying it. We have established this, and 
the whole human race cannot shake it. He went up the 
country through malice to revenge his own private wrongs, 
not those of the Company. He fixed £500,000 as a mulct 
for an msult offered to mmself, and then a rebellion broke out 
in consequence of his violence This was the rebellion and 
th e only rebel hpn 4 _jtj was Warren Hastings's rebellion, a re- 
bellion w hichlLr^eyom his dim dreadfol ^acHonTfrcmTiis 
pride, fr om hisloiafice andTmsaiiable avaric^; a rebillioi 
iTarose from his a bonnhaRe" tyranny. Ir^ his lust ~df ~ 

wer, and ficom his determination to follow the 
iSui^ Hpwl ^, "Xzoph ul Powlah, Cossim Ali 

'dlHblbnraniyal^ of r^els who areHi" 

“^ cts of his imitati on^ ~ ' “ 

' My'jpatience, sayi^ he, was exhausted. Tour lordships have, 
and ought to have, a judicial patience. Mr Hastings has 
none of any kind, I hold that patience is one of the great 
virtues of a governor ; it was said of Moses, that he governed 
by patience, and that he was the meekest man upon earth. 
Patience is also the distinguishing character of a judge ; and 
I think your lordships, both with regard to us and with re- 
gard to him, have shown a great deal of it ; we shall ever 
honour the quality, and if we pretend to say that we have 
had great patience in gomg through this trial, so your lord- 
ships must have had great patience in hearing it But this 
man’s patience, as he himself teUs you, was soon exhausted 
“I considered,” he says, “the light in which such behaviour 
would have been viewed by his native sovereign, and I re- 
solved he should feel the power he had so long insulted 
Forty or fifty lacks of rupees would have been a moderate 
fine for Sujah ul Howlah to exact : he who had demanded 
twenty-five lacks for the mere fine of succession, and received 
twenty in hand, and an increased rent tantamount to consid- 
erably above thirty lacks more ; and therefore I rejected the 
offer of twenty, with which the Bajah would have compro- 
mised for his guilt when it was too late ” 

Now, my lords, observe who his models were, when he in- 
tended to punish this man for an insult on himself. Hid he 
vot. vnr 0 
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consult the laws ? Did he look to the Institutes of Timour, 
or to those of G-hinges KhAn ? Did he look to the Hedaia, 
or to any of the approved authorities in this country ? No, 
my lords ; he exactly followed the advice which Longinus 
gives to a great writer • — Whenever you have a mind to 
elevate your mind, to raise it to its highest pitch, and even 
to excee'd yourself, upon any subject, thmk how Homer would 
have described it, how Plato would have imagined it, and 
how Demosthenes would have expressed it, and when you 
have so done, you will then, no doubt, have a standard 
winch will raise you up to the dignity of anything that 
human genius can aspire to. Mr Hastings was calling 
upon himself, and raising his mind to the dignity of what 
tyranny could do; what unrighteous exaction could per- 
form. He considered, he says, how much Sujah Dowlah 
would have exacted, and that he thinks would not be too 
much for him to exact. He boldly avows, I raised my 
mind to the elevation of Sujah Dowlah. I considered what 
Cossim All Khdn would have done, or Aliverdi Khan, who 
murdered and robbed so many. I had all this line of great 
examples before me, and I asked myself what fine they 
would have exacted upon such an occasion. But, says he, 
Sujah Dowlah levied a fine of twenty lacks for a right of 
succession. 

Good God ’ my lords, if you are not appalled with the vio- 
lent injustice of arbitrary proceedings, you must feel something 
humiliating at the gross ignorance of men who are in this 
manner playing with the rights of mankind. This man con- 
founds a fine upon succession with a fine of penalty. Ho 
takes advantage of a defect in the technical language of our 
law, which, I am sorry to say, is not in many parts as cor- 
rect in its istiuctions and as wise in its provisions as tho Ma- 
homedan law Wc iiso the word fine in three senses , first, 
as a punishment and penalty ; secondly, as a formal meaiiH of 
cutting ofl:‘ by one form tbe tics of anotlier form, which we 
call levying a fine ; and thirdly, wo use tlio word to signify a 
sum of money payable upon renewal of a lease or copyhold. 
Tho word has, m each ease, a totally different sense ; but 
such is the stupidity and barbarism of the prisoner, that he 
confounds these senses, and tells you Sujah Dowlah toolc 
twenty-five lacks as a fine from Cheit Sing, for tho renewal 
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of his zemindary, and therefore, as a ptinishment for ms of- 
fences, he shall take fifty. Suppose any one of your lord- 
ships or of us were to be fined for assault and battery, or for 
anything else, and it should he said, you paid such a fine 
for a bishop’s lease, you paid such a fine on the purchase of 
an estate ; and therefore, now that you are going to be fined 
for a punishment, we will take the measure of the fine, not 
from the nature and quality of your offence, not from the law 
upon the subject or from your ability to pay, but the amount 
of a fine you paid some years ago for an estate shall be the 
measure of your punishment. My lords, what should we say of 
such brutish ignorance, and such shocking confusion of ideas ? 

"When this man had elevated his mind according to the 
rules of art, and stimulated himself to great things by great 
examples, he goes on to tell you that he rejected the offer of 
twenty lacks with which the Itajah would have compounded 
for his guilt when it was too late 

Permit me, my lords, to say a few words here, by way of 
referring back all this monstrous heap of violence and absurd- 
ity to some degree of principle. Mr. Hastings having com- 
pletely acquitted the Pajah of any other fault than contumacy, 
and having supposed even that to be only personal to himself, 
he thought a fine of £500,000 would be a proper punishment. 
How when any man goes to exact a fine, it presupposes in- 
quiry, charge, defence, and judgment. It does so in the Ma- 
homedan law; it does so m the G-entoo law; it does so m 
the law of England, in the Poman law, and in the law, I be- 
lieve, of every nation under heaven, except 'in that law 
which resides in the arbitrary breast of Mr. Hastings, poison- 
ed by the principles and stimulated bv the examples of those 
■wicked traitors and rebels whom I have before described 
He mentions his intention of levying a fine , but does he 
make any mention of having charged the Pajah with his of- 
fences ? It appears that he held an incredible quantity of pri- 
vate correspondence through the various residents, through 
Mr. Graham, Mr Eowke, Mr Markham, Mr. Benn, concern- 
ing the affairs of that country. Bid he ever, upon this al- 
leged contumacy (for at present I put the rebellion out of tlie 
question), inquire the progress of -this personal affront offered 
to the Governor- General of Bengal ? Bid he ever state it to 
the Paiah, or did he call his vakeel before the council to an- 
c 2 
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ewer the charge ? Did he examine any one person or parti- 
cularize a single fact in any manner whatever ? N'o. What 
then did he do ? Why, my lords, he declared himself the 
person injured^ stood forward as the accuser, assumed the 
o&ee of judge, and proceeded to judgment without a party 
before him, without trial, without examination, without proof. 
He thus directly reversed the order of justice. He determin- 
ed to fine the Rajah when his own patience, as he says, was 
exhausted, not when justice demanded the punishment He 
resolved to fine him m the enormous sum of £500,000. Does 
he inform the council of this determination? No. The 
court of directors ? No. Any one of his confidants? No, 
not one of them ; not Mr. Palmer, not Mr Middleton, nor 
any of that legion of secretanes that he had ; nor did he 
even inform Mr. Malcolm of his intentions until he met him 
at Bauglepore. 

In regard to the object of his malice, we only know tliat 
many letters came from Cheit Sing to Mr. Hastings, in which 
the unfortunate man endeavoured to appease his wrath, and to 
none of which ho over gave an answer. He is an accuser 
preferring a charge and receiving apologies, without giving 
the party an answer ; although he had a crowd of sccrotancs 
about him, maintained at the expense of tho miserahlo peo- 
ple of Benares, and paid by sums of money drawn fraudu- 
lently from their pockets. Still not one word of answer was 
given, till he had formed the resolution of exacting a fine, 
and had actually by torture made his victim’s servant dis- 
cover whore his master’s treasures lay, m order that ho might 
rob him of all his family possessed. Are these tho pro- 
ceedings of a British judge ; or are they not rather sucli as 
are described by Lord Ooke — (and these learned gentlemen, 
I dare say, will remember the passage , it is too striki 
ta--he'-«cuicmbered') as “ ilw dammil milt 4amm6l 

of a nu dge in lielW Slich a BaOlio prisoner 

at your~®TTrcm3di^^ to bo. l^^irsi, ho determines upon 
the punislimont, than ho prepares the accusation, and then 
by torture and violence endeavours to extort the fine. 

^ My lords, 1 must again beg leave to call your attention to 
his mode of proceeding in this business, lie never entered 
any charge. Ho never answered anjr lotter. Not that he 
ivas idle. He was carrying on a wicked and clandestine 
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plot for the destruction oi the Sajah, under the pretence of 
this fine , although the plot was not known, I verily believe, 
to any European at the time. He does not pretend that he 
told any one of the Company’s servants of his intentions of 
fining the Hajah, but that some hostile project against him 
had been formed by Mr. Hastings was perfectly well known 
to the natives Mj:. Hastmgs tells you that Cheit Sing had 
a vakeel at Calcutta, whose business it was to learn the ge- 
neral transactions of our government, and the most minute 
particulars which could, m any manner, affect the interest of 
his employer. 

I must here tell your lordships, that there is no court in 
Asia, from the highest to the lowest, no petty sovereign, that 
does not both employ and receive what they call hircarrahs, 
or in other words, persons to collect and to communicate 
political intelligence These men are received with the 
state and in the rank of ambassadors ; they have their place 
in the Durbar, and their busmess as authorized spies is as 
well known there as that of ambassadors extraordinary and 
ordinary in the courts of Europe. Mr. Hastings had a pub- 
lic spy m the person of the resident, at Henares, and he had 
a private spy there m another person. The spies employed 
by the native powers had, by some means, come to the 
knowledge of Mr. Hastings’s clandestine and wicked 'mten- 
tions towards this nnhappy man, Cheit Sing, and his unhap- 
py country, and of his designs for the destruction and the 
utter rum of both. He has himself told you, and he has got 
Mr. Anderson to vouch it, that he had received proposals for 
the sale of this miserable man and his country. And from 
whom did he receive these proposals, my lords ? Why, from 
the Nabob, Azoph ul Dowlah, to whom he threatened to 
transfer both the person of the Hajah and his zemindary if he 
did not redeem himself by some pecuniary sacrifice. Now 
Azoph ul Dowlah, as appears by the mmutes on your lord- 
ships’ table, was at that time a bankrupt. He was in debt 
to the Company tenfold more than he could pay, and all his 
revenues were sequestered for that debt. He was a person of 
the last degree of indolence, with the last degree of rapacity. 
A man, of whom Mr. Hastmgs declared, that he had wasted 
and destroyed by his misgovemment the fairest provinces 
upon earth ; that not a person in his dominions was secure 
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from his violence, and that even Ms own father could not 
enjoy ohis life and honour in safety under him. This avari- 
cious bankrupt tyrant, who had beggared and destroyed his 
own subjects, and could not pay his debts to the English 
government, was the man with whom Mr. Hastings was in 
treaty to deliver up Cheit Sing and his country, under pre- 
tence of his not having paid regularly to the Company those 
customary payments, which the tyi’ant would probably have 
never paid at all, if he had been put in possession of the 
country. This I mention to illustrate Mr Hastings’s plans 
of economy and finance, without considering the injustice 
and cruelty of delivering up a man to the hereditary enemy 
of his family. 

It is known, my lords, that Mr Hastings, besides having 
received proposals for delivering up the beautiful country of 
Eenares, that garden of Grod, as it is styled in India, to that 
monster, that rapacious tyrant, Azoph iil Dowhih, who, with 
his gang of mercenary troops, had desolated Ins own country 
like a swarm of locusts, — had purposed, likewise, to seize 
Cheit Sing’s own patrimonial forts, whicli was nothing less 
than to take from him the residence of his w omen and his 
children, the seat of his honour, the place in which the re- 
maining treasures and last hopes of his family w^ero centered. 
By the G-eiitoo law, every lord or supremo magistrate is bound 
to construct and to live in such a fort It is the usage of 
India, and is a matter of state and dignity, as well as of pro- 
priety, reason, and defence. It was probably an apprehension 
of being injured in this tender point, as w'cll as a knowledge 
of the proposal made by the Nabob, which induced Cheit 
Sing to offer to buy himself oft'; although it does not ap- 
pear from any part of the evidence that he assigned any 
other reason than that of Mr Hastings intending to exact 
from him six lacks of rupees over and above his other ex- 
actions 

Mr. Hastings indeed almost acknowledges the existence of 
this plot against the Jiajah, and lus being the author of it. 
He says, without any denial of the fact, that the Bajah sus- 
pected some strong acts to be intended against him, and 
therefore asked Mr, Markham whether he could not buy 
them off’, and obtain Mr. Hastings’s favour by the payment 
of £200,000. Mr. Markham gave, as his opinion, that 
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i^200,000 was not sufficient ; and the next day the Eajah 
offered £20,000 more, in all £220,000. The negoriation, 
however, broke off ; and why ? Not, as Mr. Markham says 
he conjectured, because the Ea.jah had learned that Mr. Hast- 
ings had no longer an intention of imposing these six lacks, 
or something to that effect, and therefore retracted his offer ; 
but because that offer had been rejected by Mr. Hastings. 

Let* us hear what reason the man who was in the true 
secret gives for not accepting the Eajah’s offer. “ I rej eeted,” 
says Mr Hastings, “ the offer of twenty lacks, with which 
the Eajah would have compromised for his guilt when it was 
too late.” My lords, he best knows what the motives of his 
own actions were. He says, the offer was made “ when it 
was too late.” Had he previously told the Eajah what sum 
of money he would be req^uired to pay, in order to buy him- 
self off ; or had he requested him to name any sum which he 
was willing to pay ? Did he, after having refused the offer 
made by the Eajah, say. Come, and make me a better offer, 
or upon such a day I shall declare that your offers are inad- 
missible ? No such thmg appears. Tour lordships will fur- 
ther remark, that Mr. Hastings refused the £200,000 at a 
time when the exigencies of the Company were so pressing, 
that he was obliged to rob, pilfer, and steal upon every side ; 
at a time when he was borrowing £40,000 from Mr. Sulli- 
van in one morning, and raising by other under jobs £27,000 
more. In the distress which his own extravagance and prodi- 
gality had involved him, £200,000 would have been a 
weighty benefit, although derived from his viUanyj but 
this relief he positively refused, because, says he, the offer 
came too late. Erom these words, my lords, we may infer, 
that there was a time when the offer would not have been 
“too late;” — a period at which it would have been readily 
accepted No such thing appears. There is not a trace upon 
your minutes, not, a trace in the correspondence of the Com- 
pany, to prove that the Eajah would at any time have been 
permitted to buy himself off from this complicated tyranny. 

I have already stated a curious circumstance in this pro- 
ceeding, to which I must again beg leave to direct your lord- 
ships’ attention. Does it anywhere appear in that corre- 
spondence, or in the testimony of Mr. Eenn, of Mr, Markham, 
or of any human hemg, that Mr. Hastmgs had ever told 
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Cheit Sing with what sum he should be satisfied ? There 
IS evidence before you directly in proof that they did not 
know the amount, l^iot one person knew what his inten- 
tion was when he refused this £200,000. Por when he 
met Mr. Markham at Bauglepore, and for the first time men- 
tioned the sum of £500,000 as the fine he meant to exact, 
Mr Markham was astonished and confounded at its magni- 
tude. He tells you this himself. It appears, then, that 
neither Cheit Sing nor the resident at Benares (who ought 
to have been in the secret, if upon such an occasion secrecy 
IS allowable) ever knew what the terms were. The Eajah 
was in the dark , he was left to feel, blindfold, how much 
money could relieve him from the iniquitous intentions of 
Mr, Hastings ; and at last he is told that his offer comes 
too late, without having ever been told the period at which 
it would have been well timed, or the amount it was pro- 
posed to take from him. Is this, my lords, the proper way 
to adjudge a fine ? 

Your lordships will now be pleased to advert to the man- 
ner in which he defends himself and these proceedings. He 
says, “ I rejected this offer of twenfy lacks, with which the 
Eajah would have compromised for his guilt wdien it was too 
late.” If by these words ho means too late to answer the 
purpose for which he has said the fine was designed, namely, 
the relief of the Company, the ground of his defence is ab- 
solutely false, for it is notorious that at the time referred 
to the Company’s affairs were in the greatest distress. 

I will next call your lordships’ attention to the projected 
sale of Benares to the Nabob of Oudo. “ If,” says Mr. 
Hastings, “I ever talked of selling the Company’s sove- 
reignty over Bonares to the Nabob of Oude, it was but in 
ierrorem ; and no subsequent act of mine warrants the sup- 
position of my having seriously intended it.” J^nd in an- 
other place ho says, “ If I ever threatonod.” — Your lordships 
will remark, that ho puts hypotlietically a matter, the n^ality 
of which he has got to bo solemnly declared on an affidavit, 
and in a narrative to the truth of which ho has deposed upon 
oath. “ If I ever threatened,” says ho, “ to dispossess the 
Eajah of his territories, it is no more than what my prede- 
cessors (without rebuke from their superiors, or notice taken 
of the expression) had wished and intended to have done to 
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Ms father, even when the Company had no pretensions to 
the sovereignty of the country. It is no more than such a 
legal act of sovereignty as his behaviour justified, and as I 
was justified m by the intentions of my predecessors. If I 
pretended to seize upon his forts, it was in full conviction 
that a dependent on the Company, guaranteed, maintained, 
and protected in his country by the Company’s arms, had no 
occasion for forts ; had no right to them, and could hold them 
for no other than suspected and rebellious purposes. None 
of the Company’s other zemindars are permitted to maintain 
them ; and even our ally, the Nabob of the Carnatic, has the 
Company’s troops m ah his garrisons. Policy and public 
safety absolutely req^uire it What state could exist, that 
allowed its inferior members to hold forts and garrisons in- 
dependent of the superior administration ? It is a solecism 
in government to suppose it.” 

Here then, my lords, he first declares that this was merely 
done in terrorem : that he never intended' to execute tlie 
'abominable act. And will your lordships patiently endure 
that such terrific threats as these shall be hung, by your Gro- 
vernor in India, over the unhappy people that are subject to 
him, and protected by British faith ? Will you permit that, 
for the purpose of extortmg money, a G-overnor shall hold 
out the terrible threat of dehvermg a tributary prince and 
his people, bound hand and foot, into the power of their per- 
fidious enemies ? 

The terror occasioned by threatening to take from him his 
forts can only be estimated by considering that, agreeably 
to the religion and prejudices of Hmdoos, the forts are the 
places m which their women are lodged ; in which, according 
to their notions, their honour is deposited, and in which is 
lodged all the wealth that they can save against an evil day, 
to purchase off the vengeance of an enemy. These forts, 
Mr. Hastings says, he intended to take, because the Eajah 
could hold them for no other than rebellious and suspected 
purposes. Now I will show your lordships, that the man 
who has the horrible audacity to make this declaration did 
himself assign to the Eajah these very forts. He put him in 
possession of them ; and when there was a dispute about the 
Nabob’s rights to them on the one side, and the Company’s 
on the other, did confirm them to this man. The paper shall 
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]}e produced, that you may have before your eyes tne gross 
eoutradictioiis mto wbicb bis rapacity and acts of arbitrary 
power have betrayed him Thank God, my lords, men that 
are greatly guilty are never wise I repeat it, men that are 
greatly guilty are never wise. In their defence of one crime 
they are sure to meet the ghost of some former defence, 
which, like the spectre in Virgil, drives them back The 
prisoner at your bar, like the hero of the poet, when he at- 
tempts to make his escape by one evasion, is stopped by the 
appearance of some former contradictory averment. If he 
attemut^ tn escape by one door, there his crimina l jfLlegaSons 
of onekmd stop himTii: lie attempts another, 

"the"i‘ act3 and allegations intended m some oth er wicked 
"^ ^po^ stare him tuH in the £a^ 

h Quacunque viam sibi fraude petivit 

li Successum Dea dua negat. 

The paper I hold in my hand contains Nimdeomar’s ac- 
cusation of Mr Hastings, it consists of a variety of charges ; 
and I will first read to you what is said by ]^{undcoma^ of 
these forts, which it is pretended could ho held for none hut 
suspicious and rebellious purposes 

“At the time Mr. Hastings was going to Benares, he de- 
sired me to give him an account in writing of any lands 
which, though properly belonging to tlie Hubah of Bahar, 
might have come under the dominion of Bulwant Sing, tliat 
they might be recovered from his son Kajah Cluat ISing. The 
pergunnahs of Kera, Mungrora, and Bidjigur wcto etucily in 
this situation, having been usurped by Bulwant Bing from 
the Subah of Bahar. I accordingly dclivinvcl to h1i‘. Hast- 
ings the accounts of them from the entraiu'c of the Com- 
pany upon the dewanny to the year 117t) of the Fussel era, 
stated at twenty-four lacks Mr. liastingH said, ‘ G ive a copy 
of this to Boy Eadha Churn, that if Cht'ii Bing is backward 
in acknowledging this claim, Eadha Churn may answer and 
confute him.’ Why Mr. Hastings when lio arrived at Be- 
nares, and had called Biyah Clioit Bing before him, left these 
countries still in the Bajah’s usurpations it rmnaina with Mr. 
Hastings to explani.’’ 

This IS JSTundcomar’s charge ; here follows l\fr IlaHtnigs’s 
reply: “ I recollect an information given me by JNatuleoinar, 
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coneerning tlie pretended usurpations made by tbe Eajab of 
Eenares of the pergunnahs or Eera, Mimgrora, and Eidji- 
gur.” Tour lordships will recollect that Bidjigur is one of 
those very forts which he declares could not be held but for 
suspicious and rebellious purposes. “ I do not recollect his 
mentiomng it again, when I set out from Benares, neither did 
I ever intimate the subject either to Oheit Sing or his minis- 
ters, because I knew I could not support the claim : and to 
have made it and dropped it would have been in every sense 
dishonourable. JSTot that I passed by it with mdifference or 
inattention. I took pains to mvestigate the foundation of 
this title, and recommended it to the particular inquiry of Mr. 
Yansittart, who was the chief of Patna, at the time in which 
I received the first intimation. The following letter and 
voucher, which I received from him, contain a complete state- 
ment of this pretended usurpation ” 

These vouchers will answer our purpose, fully to establish 
that m his opinion the claim of the English government upon 
those forts was at that time totally unfounded, and so absurd 
that he did not even dare to mention it. This fort of Bidji- 
gur, the most considerable m the country, and of which we 
shall have much to say hereafter, is the place in which Oheit 
Smg had deposited his women and family. That fortress 
did Mr Hastings himself give to this very man, deciding in 
his favour as a judge upon an examination, and after an in- 
quiry : and yet he now declares that he had no right to it, 
and that he could not hold it but for wicked and rebellious 
purposes. But, my lords, when he changed this language, he 
had resolved to take away these forts, — to destroy them, — to 
root the Eajah out of every place of refuge — out of every 
secure place in which he could hide his head, or screen him- 
self from the rancour, revenge, avarice, and malice of his ruth- 
less foe. He was resolved to have them, although he had, 
upon the fullest conviction of the Bajah’s right, given them 
to this very man, and put him into the absolute possession of 
them. 

Again, my lords, did he, when Oheit Sing, in 1775, was 
put in possession by the potta of the G-overnor-G-eneral and 
council, which contains an enumeration of the names of all 
the places which were given up to him, and consequently of 
this among the rest,— did he, either before he put the ques- 
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tion in council upon that potta, or afterwards, tell the coun- 
cil they were going to put forts into the man’s hands, to 
which he had no right, and which could he held only for re- 
bellious and suspected purposes ? We refer your lordships 
to the places in which all these transactions are mentioned, 
and you will there find Mr. Hastings took no one exception 
w’hatever against them ; nor, till he was resolved upon the 
destruction of this unhappy man, did he ever so much as 
mention them. It was not till then that he discovers the 
possession of these forts by the Hajah to be a solecism in 
government. 

After quotmg the noble examples of Sujah Howlah, and 
the other persons whom I have mentioned to you, he pro- 
ceeds to say that some of his predecessors, without any pre- 
tensions to sovereign authority, endeavoured to get these forts 
mto their possession; and “I was justified,” says he, “by 
the intention of my predecessors.” Merciful G-od ! if any- 
thing can surpass what he has said before, it is this : my pre- 
decessors, without any title of sovereignty, without any right 
whatever, wished to get these forts into their power; I 
therefore have a right to do what they wished to do ; and I 
am justified, not by the acts, but by the %ntentions of my 
predecessors. At the same time he knows that these prede- 
cessors had been reprobated by the Company for this part of 
their proceedings ; he knew that he was sent there to intro- 
duce a better system, and to put an end to this state of ra- 
pacity. Still, whatever his predecessors wished, however 
unjust and violent it might be, when the sovereignty came 
into his hands, he mamtams that he had a right to do all 
which they were desirous of accomplishing. Thus the enor- 
mities formerly practised, which the Company sent him to 
correct, became a sacred standard for his imitation. 

Tour lordships will observe that be slips in the word 
sovereignty, and forgets compact ; because it is plain, and 
your lordships must perceive it, that wherever he uses the 
word sovereignty, he uses it to destroy the authority of all 
compacts ; and accordingly m the passage now before us he 
declares that there is an invalidity in all compacts entered 
into in India, from the nature, state, and constitution of that 
empire. “ Trom the disorderly form of its government,” saya 
he, “ there is an invalidity in all compacts and treaties what* 
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ever.” Persons who had no treaty with the Eajah wished, 
says he, to rob him : therefore I, who have a treaty, with 
him, and call myself his sovereign, have a right to realize all 
their wishes. 

But the fact is, my lords, that his predecessors never did 
propose to deprive Bulwant Sing, the father of Cheit Sing, 
of his zemindary. They, indeed, wished to have had the 
dewanny transferred to them in the manner it has since been 
transferred to the Company. They wished to receive his 
rents, and to be made an intermediate party between him 
and the Mogul emperor, his sovereign. — These predecessors 
had entered into no compact with the man ; they were ne- 
gotiatmg with his sovereign for the transfer of the dewanny 
or stewardship of the country, which transfer was after- 
wards actually executed , but they were obliged to give the 
country itself back again to Bulwant Sing, with a guarantee 
against all the pretensions of Sujah Bowlah, who had tyran- 
nically assumed an arbitrary power over it. This power the 
predecessors of Mr. Hastings might also have wished to as- 
sume : and he may therefore say, according to the mode of 
reasoning which he has adopted, whatever they wished to 
do, but never succeeded in doing, I may and ought to do of 
my own will. Whatever fine Sujah Dowlah would have 
exacted I will exact. I will penetrate into that tiger’ s bosom, 
and discover the latent seeds of rapacity and injustice which 
lurk there, and I wiU make him the subject of my imitation. 

These are the prmciples upon which, without accuser, 
without judge, without inquiry, he resolved to lay a fine of 
£500,000 on Oheit Sing ! 

In order to bmd himself to a strict fulfilment of this reso- 
lution he has laid down another very extraordinary doctrine. 
He has laid it down as a sort of canon (in injustice and cor- 
ruption), that whatever demand, whether just or unjust, a 
man declares his intention of making upon another, he should 
exact the precise sum which he has determined upon, and 
that if he takes anything less, it is a proof of corruption “ I 
have,” says he, “shown by this testimony, that I never in- 
tended to make any communication to Cheit Sing, of taking 
less than the fifty lacks, which in my own mind I had re- 
solved to exact.” And he adds, “ I shall make my last and 
solemn appeal to the breast of every man who shall read this, 
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whether it is likely, or morally possible, that I should hare 
tied down my own future conduct to so decided a process and 
senes of acts, if I had secretly intended to threaten, or to use 
a degree of violence, for no other purpose than to draw from 
the object of it a mercenary atonement for my own private 
emolument, and suffer all this tumult to terminate in an os- 
tensible and unsubstantial submission to the authority which 
I represented ” 

He had just before said, “ If 1 ever talked of selling the 
Company’s sovereignty to the Nabob of Oude, it was only in 
terrorem'' In the face of this assertion, he here gives you 
to understand he never held out anything in terroTem^ but 
what he intended to execute. But we will show you that in 
fact he had reserved to himself a power of acting pro re 
nata ; and that he intended to compound or not, just as an- 
swered his purposes upon this occasion. “ I admit,” he says, 
that I did not enter it ” (the intention of fining Oheit Smg) 
“ on the consultations, because it was not necessary ; even 
this plan itself of the fine was not a fixed plan, but to be 
regulated by circumstances, both as to the substantial execu- 
tion of it and the mode.” Now here is a man who has given 
it in a sworn narrative that he did not intend to have a far- 
thing less. Why ? Because I should have menaced and 
done as in former times has been done ; made great and vio- 
lent demands which I reduced afterwards for my own corrupt 
purposes.” Yet he tells you m the course of the same de- 
fence, but in another paper, that he had no fixed plan, that 
he did not know whether he should exact a fine at all, or 
what should be his mode of executmg it. 

My lords, what shall we say to this man, who declares 
that it would be a proof of corruption not to exact the full 
sum which he had threatened to exact, but who finding that 
this doctrme would press hard upon him, and be considered 
as a proof of cruelty and injustice, turns round and declares 
he had no intention of exacting anything ? What shall we 
say to a man who thus reserves his determination, who 
threatens to sell a tributary prince to a tyrant, and cannot 
decide whether he should take from him his forts, and pillage 
him of all he had ; whether ho should raise £500,000 upon 
him, whether he should accept the £220,000 offered (which 
by the way w^e never knew of till long after the whole trana* 
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action), wTietlier lie should do any or all of those things, and 
then hy his own account going up to Benares, without having 
resolved anything upon this important subject ? 

My lords, I will now assume the hypothesis that he at last 
discovered sufficient proof of rebellious practices ; still even 
this gave him no right to adduce such rebellion in justi- 
fication of resolutions which he had taken, of acts which he 
had done, before he knew anything of its existence. To 
such a plea we answer, and your lordships will every one of 
you answer, you shall not by a subsequent discovery of re- 
bellious practices, which you did not know at the time, and 
which you did not even believe, as you have expressly told 
us here, justify your conduct prior to that discovery. 

If the conspiracy which he falsely imputes to Cheit Sing, 
if that wild scheme of drivmg the English out of India had 
existed, think in what miserable circumstances we stand as 
prosecutors and your lordships as judges, if we admit a dis- 
covery to be pleaded in justification of antecedent acts, found- 
ed upon the assumed existence of that which he had no sort 
of proof, knowledge, or belief of ! 

My lords, we shall now proceed to another circumstance, 
not less culpable in itself, though less shocking to your feel- 
ings, than those to which I have already called your atten- 
tion ; a circumstance which throws a strong presumption of 
guilt upon every part of the prisoner’s conduct. Having 
formed all these infernal plots in his mind, but uncertain 
which of them he should execute, uncertain what sums of 
money he should extort, whether he should deliver up the 
Eajah to his enemy, or pillage his forts ; he goes up to Be- 
nares; hut he first delegates to himself aU the powers of 
government, both civil and military, in the countries which he 
was going to visit. 

« My lords, we have asserted in our charge, that this delega- 
tion and division of power was iUegal. He invested himself 
with this authority ; for he was the majority in the council. 
Mr. Wheler’s consent or dissent signifying nothing He gave 
himself powers which the act of parliament did not give him. 
He went up to Benares with an illegal commission, civil and 
military ; and to prove this I shall beg leave to read tbe pro- 
visions of the act of parliament. I shall show what the 
creature ought to he, by showing the law of the creator; 



82 


SPEECH IH THE IMPEAOHMEH'T OP 


wliat the legislature of Great Britain meant that Governor 
Hastings should be, not what he made himself. 

[Mr. Burke then read the seventh section of the act.] 

Now we do deny that there is by this act given, or 
that under this act there can be given, to the government of 
India a power of dividing its unity into two parts, each of 
which shall separately be a unity, and possess the power 
given to the whole. Yet, my lords, an agreement was made 
between him and Mr Wheler that he (Mr. Hastings) should 
have every power civil and military, in the upper provinces, 
and that Mr. "Wheler should enjoy equal authority in the 
lower ones. 

Now, to show you that it is impossible for such an agree- 
ment to be legal, we must refer you to the constitution of the 
Company’s government. The whole power is vested in the 
council, where all questions are to be decided by a majority 
of voices, and the members are directed to record in the 
minutes of their proceedings not only the questions decided, 
but the grounds upon which each mdmdual member founds 
his vote. Now although the council is competent to delegate 
its authority for any specific purpose to any servant of the 
Company, yet to admit that it can delegate its authority 
generally^ without reserving the means of deliberation and 
control, would be to change the whole constitution. By such 
a proceeding the government may be divided into a number 
of independent governments, without a common deliberative 
council and control. This deliberative capacity, which is so 
strictly guarded by the obligation of recording its consulta- 
tions, would be totally annihilated if the couned divided itself 
into independent parts, each acting according to its owm dis- 
cretion. Thep is ho similar instance in law, there is no simi- 
lar mstance in policy. The conduct of these men implies a 
direct contradiction, and you will see, by the agreement they 
made to support each other, that they were themselves con- 
scious of the illegality of this proceeding 

After Mr. Hastings had conferred absolute power upon 
himself during his stay in the upper provinces, by an order 
of council (of which council he was himself a majority) he 
entered the following minute in the consultations : “ The 
Governor- General delivers in the following minute. In my 
minute which I laid before the court on the 21st of May, 1 
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expressed the satisfaction with which I could at this junc- 
ture leave the presidency, from the mutual confidence which 
was happily established between Mr. Wheler and me. I now 
readily repeat that sentiment, and observe with pleasure that 
Mr. Wheler confirms it. Before my departure, it is proba- 
ble that we shall in concert ha^e provided at the board for 
almost every important circumstance that can eventually hap- 
pen during my absence ; but if any should occur for w^hich 
no previous provision shall have been made in the resolutions 
of the board, Mr. Wheler may act with immediate decision 
and with the fullest confidence of my support in all such 
emergencies, as weU as in conducting the ordinary business 
of the presidency, and in general in all matters of this govern- 
ment, excepting those which may specially or generally be 
entrusted to me. Mr Wheler during my absence may con- 
sider himself as possessed of the full powers of the Q-overnor- 
G-eneral and council of this government, as in effect he is by 
the constitution ; and he may be assured that so far as my 
sanction and concurrence shall he or be deemed necessary to 
the confirmation of his measures, he shall receive them.’* 

Now here is a compact of iniquity between these two 
duumvirs. They each give to the other the full, complete, 
and perfect powers of the government, and, m order to secure 
themselves against any obstacles that might arise, they mutu- 
ally engage to ratify each other’s acts ; and they say, this is 
not illegal, because Lord Cornwallis has had such a" deputa- 
tion. I must first beg leave to observe, that no man can jus- 
tify himself in doing any illegal act by its having been done 
by another ; much less can he justify his own illegal act by 
pleading an act of the same kind done subsequently to his 
act ; because the latter may have been done m consequence 
of his had example. Men justify their acts in two ways, by 
law and by precedent ; the former asserts the right, the latter 
presumes it from the example of others. But can any man 
justify an act, because ten or a dozen years after another man 
has done the same thing ? Grood Heavens 1 was there ever 
such a doctrine before heard ? Suppose Lord Cornwallis to 
have done wrong ; suppose him to have acted illegally ; does 
that clear the prisoner at your bar ? No ; on the contrary, it 
aggravates his offence, because he has afforded others an ex- 
ample of corrupt and illegal conduct. But if even Lord 

VOL, VIII. D 
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Cornwallis had preceded, instead of following him, the ex- 
'ainple. would not have furnished a justification. There is no 
resemblance m the cases. Lord Cornwallis does not hold his 
government by the act of 1773, but by a special act made 
afterwards , and therefore to attempt to justify acts done 
under one form of appointment by acts done under another 
form is to the last degree wild and absurd. 

Lord Cornwallis was going to conduct a war of great mag- 
nitude, and was consequently trusted with extraordinary pow- 
ers. He went in the two characters of governor and eom- 
mander-m-chief, and yet the legislature was sensible of the 
doubtful validity of a governor-general’s carrying with him 
the whole powers of the council. But Mr. Hastings was not 
commander-m- chief, when he assumed the whole military as 
well as civil power. Lord Cornwallis, as I have just said, 
was not only commander-in-chief, hut was going to a great 
war, where he might have occasion to treat with the country 
powers in a civil capacity ; and yet so doubtful was the legis- 
lature upon this point, that they passed a special act to con- 
firm that delegation, and to give him a power of acting under 
it. 

My lords, we do further contend, that Mr. Hastings had no 
right to assume the character of commander-m-chief ; for he 
was no military man, nor was he appointed by the Company 
to that trust. His assumption of the military authority was 
a gross usurpation. It was an authority to which ho would 
have had no right if the whole powers of government were 
vested in him, and he had earned his council with him on 
his horse. If, I say, Mr. Hastings had his council on his 
crupper, he could neither have given those powers to himself, 
nor made a partition of them with Mr. Wheler. Could Lord 
Cornwallis, for instance, who carried with him tho power of 
cominander-in-chief, and authority to conclude treaties witli 
aU the native powers, — could he, I ask, have left a council 
behind him in Calcutta with equal powers, who might have 
concluded treaties in direct contradiction to those in which 
he was engaged ? Clearly he could not . therefore I contend 
that this partition of power, which supposes an integral au- 
thority m each councillor, is a monster that cannot exist. 
This the parties themselves felt so strongly, that they were 
dblip^ed to have recourse to a stratagem scarcely less absurd 
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than their divided assumption of power. They entered into 
a compact to confirm each other’s acts, and to support each 
other in whatever they did ; thus attempting to give their 
separate acts a legal form. 

I have further to remark to your lordships, what has just 
been suggested to me, that it was for the express purpose of 
legalizing Lord Oornvrallis’s delegation that he was made 
commander-m-chief as w^ell as governor-general by the act 

The next plea urged by Mr. Hastings is convenieney. 
“ It was convenient , he says, “ for me to do this,’ ’ I answer, 
no person acting with delegated -power can delegate th at 
power to another. Delegatus non 'potest delegare, is a maxim 
of law ; mucli"less has he a righTto supersede the law 
the principle of his own delegation and appointment, upon 
any idea of convenience But what was the convenieney ? 
There was no one professed object connected with Mr. 
Hastings’s going up to Benares, which might not as well have 
been attained m Calcutta. The only difference would have 
been, that, in the latter case, he must have entered some part 
of his proceedings upon the consultations, whether he wished 
it or not If he had a mmd to negotiate with the vizier, he 
had a resident at his court, and the vizier had a resident in 
Calcutta. The most solemn treaties had often been made 
without any governor-general carrying up a delegation of 
civil and military power. If it had been his object to break 
treaties, he might have broken them at Calcutta, as he broke 
the treaty of Ohunar Is there an article m that treaty that 
he might not as well have made at Calcutta ? Is there an 
article that he broke (for he broke them all), that he could 
not have broken at Calcutta ? So that whether pledging or 
breakmg the faith of the Company, he might have done both 
or either without ever stirring from the presidency. 

I can conceive a necessity so urgent as to supersede all 
laws , but I have ;no conception of a necessity that can re- 
quire two governors-general, each forming separately a 
preme council. Nay, to bring the point home to him, — if he 
had a mind to make Oheit Sing to pay a fine, as he called it, 
he could have made him do that at Calcutta, as well as at 
Benares Fe had before contrived to make him pay all the 
extra demand® that were imposed upon him ; and he well 
knew that ho could send Colonel Camac, or somebody else, 
D 2 
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to Benares, with a body of troops to enforce the payment. 
Why ^then did he go to try experiments there in his o-wm 
person? Bor this plain reason, — that he might be enabled 
to put such sums in his own pocket as he thought fit. It was 
not and could not be for any other purpose ; and I defy the 
wit of man to find out any other. 

He says, my lords, that Oheit Sing might haye resisted, and 
that if he had not been there, the Eajah might have fled with 
his money, or raised a rebellion* for the purpose of avoiding 
p{wment Why then, we ask, did he not send an army ? 
We ask, whether Mr Markham, with an army under the com- 
mand of Colonel Popham, or Mr. Powko, or any other resi- 
dent, was not much more likely to exact a great sum of money 
than Mr. Hastings without an army ? My lords, the answer 
must be in the af&rmative ; it is therefore evident that no 
necessity could exist for his presence, and that his presence 
and conduct occasioned his being defeated in this matter. 

WO' find this man armed with an illegal commission, un- 
dertaking an enterprise which he has since said was perilous ; 
which proved to be perilous, and in which, as he has told us 
himself, the existence of the British empire in India was in- 
volved. The talisman (your lordships will remember his use 
of the word), that charm which kept all India in order, which 
kept mighty and warlike nations under the government of a 
few Englishmen, would, I verily believe, have been broken 
for ever, if he, or any other governor-general, good or had, 
had been killed. Infinite mischiefs would have followed such 
an event. The situation an which he placed himself by his 
own misconduct was pregnant with danger; and lie put 
himself in the way of that danger, without having any armed 
force worth mentioning, although he has acknowledged that 
Cheit Sing had then an immense force. In fact, the demand 
of two tliousand cavalry proves that he considered the Bajah’s 
army to be formidable ; yet, notwithstanding this, with four 
companies of sepoys, poorly armed and ill-provisioned, he 
went to invade iliat fine country, and to force from its sove- 
reign a sum of money, the payment of which ho had reason 
to think would be resisted. He thus rashly hazarded his owm 
being, and tbe being of aU his people. 

But, says he, “ I did not imagine tbe Eajah intended to go 
into rehellion, and therefore went unarmed-** Why then w’ai 
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h]s presence necessary ? why did he not send an order from 
Calcutta for the payment of the money ? But what«did he 
do when he got there ? “I was alarmed,” says he, “ for the 
E-ajah surrounded my budgerow with two thousand men — 
that indicated a hostile disposition.” Well, if he did so, what 
precaution did Mr. Hastings take for his own safety ? Why 
none, my lords, none ; he must therefore have been either a 
madman, a fool, or a determined declarer of falsehood. Either 
he thought there was no danger, and therefore no occasion for 
providing against it, or he was the worst of governors ; the 
most culpably improvident of his personal safety, of the 
lives of his officers and men, and of his country’s honour. 

The demand of £500,000 was a thing likely to irritate the 
Eajah and to create resistance. In fact he confesses this. 
Mr. Markham and he had a discourse upon that subject, and 
agreed to arrest the Bajah, because they thought the enforcing 
this demand might drive him to his forts, and excite a rebel- 
lion in the country He therefore knew there was danger to 
be apprehended from this act of violence ; and yet, knowing 
this, he sent one unarmed resident to give the orders, and 
four unarmed companies of sepoys to support him. He pro- 
vokes the people ; he goads them with every kind of insult, 
added to every kind of injury, and then rushes into the very 
jaws of danger, provoking a formidable, foe by the display of 
a puny, insignificant force. 

In expectation of danger, he seized the person of the Eajah, 
and he pretends that the Bajah suifered no disgrace from his 
arrest. But, my lords, we have proved what was stated by 
the Bajah, and was well known to Mr. Hastings, that to im- 
prison a person of elevated station, in that country, is to sub- 
ject him to the highest dishonour and disgrace; and would 
make the person so imprisoned utterly unfit to execute the 
functions of government ever after. 

I have now to qtate to your lordships a transaction which 
is worse than his wantonly playing with the safety of the 
Company, worse than his exacting sums of money by fraud 
and violence. My lords, the history of this transaction must 
be prefaced by describing to your lordships the duty and 
privileges attached to the office of naih, A naib is an officer 
well known in India, as the administrator of the affairs of any 
government, whenever the authority of the regular holder is 



38 


SPEECH m THE IMPEACHMENT OE 


suspended But although the naib acts only as a deputy, 
yet, when the power of the principal is totally superseded, as 
hy imprisonment or otherwise, and that of the naib is substi- 
tuted, he becomes the actual sovereign, and the principal is 
reduced to a mere pensioner. I am now to show your lord- 
ships whom Mr Hastings appointed as naib to the government 
of the country, after he had imprisoned the Rajah 

Oheit Smg had given hjm to understand through Mr. 
]\'rarkham, that he was aware of the design of suspending 
him, and of placing his government in the hands of a naib 
whom he greatly dreaded. This person was called Oossaun 
Sing ; he was a remote relation of the family, and an object 
of their peculiar suspicion and terror. The moment Cheit 
Sing was arrested, he found that his prophetic soul spoke 
truly ; for Mr. Hastings actually appointed this very man to 
be his master And who was this man? "We are told by 
Mr. Markham, in his evidence here, that he was a man who 
had dishonoured his family , he was the disgrace of his house , 
that he was a person who could not be trusted; and Mr. 
Hastings, m giving Mr. Markham full power afterwards to 
appoint naibs, expressly excepted this Oossaun Smg from all 
trust whatever, as a person totally unworthy of it Yet this 
Oossaun Sing, the disgrace and calamity of his family, au 
incestuous adulterer, and a supposed issue of a guilty con- 
nection, was declared naih Yes, my lords, this degraded, 
this wicked, and flagitious character, the Rajah’s avowed 
enemy, was, in order to heighten the Rajah’s disgrace, to em- 
bitter his ruin, to make destruction itself dishonourable as w ell 
as destructive, appointed this naib Thus wdien hlr. Hast- 
ings had imprisoned the Rajah m the face of his subjects, and 
m the face of all India, without fixing any term for the dura- 
tion of his imprisonment, ho delivered up the country to a 
man whom he know to be utterly iiiulesorving ; a man 
■whom he kc])t in view for the purpose of friglitening llio 
Rajah, and whom he was obliged to depose on account of his 
misconduct, almost as soon as ho had named him, and to 
exclude specially from all kind of trust. W e have heard of 
much tyranny, avarice, and insult in the world, but such an 
instance of tyranny, avarice, and insult combined has never 
before been exhibited. 

We are now come to the last scene of this flagitious trails* 



WAEEEl^ HASTHTG-S, ESQ. 

action. When Mr Hastings imprisoned the Eajah, he did 
not renew his demand for the £500,000 ; but he exhibited a 
regular charge of various pretended delinquencies against him, 
digested into heads, and he called on him, in a dilatory, ir- 
regular way of proceedmg, for an answer. The man, under 
every difficulty and every distress, gave an answer to every 
particular of the charge, as exact and punctilious as could have 
been made to articles of impeachment in this House. 

I must here request your lordships to consider the order of 
these proceedmgs Mr. Hastings, having determined upon 
the utter ruin and destruction of this unfortunate prince, en- 
deavoured by the arrest of his person, by a contemptuous 
disregard to his submissive applications, by the appointment 
of a deputy who was personally odious to him, and by the 
terror ot still greater insults, — he endeavoured, I say, to goad 
him on to the commission of some acts of resistance, sufficient 
to give a colour of justice to that last dreadful extremity to 
which he had resolved to carry his mahgnant rapacity. Tail- 
ing m this wicked project, and studiously avoiding the de- 
clairation of any terms upon which the Eaj'ah might redeem 
himself from these violent proceedings, he next declared his 
intention of seizing his forts, the depository of his victim’s 
honour, and of the means of his subsistence He required 
him to deliver up his accounts and accountants, together with 
all persons who were acquainted with the particulars of his 
effects and treasures, for the purpose of transferring those 
effects to Such persons as he (Mr. Hastings) chose to nomi- 
nate 

It was at this crisis of aggravated insult and brutality that 
the indignation which these proceedings had occasioned^, in 
the breasts of the Rajah’s subjects burst out into an open 
flame. The Rajah had retired to the last refuge of the af- 
flicted, to offer up prayers to his Grod and our &od, when a 
vile chubdar or tipstaff came to interrupt and insult him. 
His alarmed and loyal subjects felt for a beloved sovereign 
that deep interest wffiich we should all feel if our sovereign 
were so treated What man with a spark of loyalty in his 
breast, — what man regardful of tlie honour of his country, 
when he saw his sovereign imprisoned, and so notorious a 
wretch appointed his deputy, could be a patient witness of 
such wrongs ? The subjects of this unfortunate prince did 
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wKat we should have done ; what all who love their country, 
who love their liberty, who love their laws, who love their 
property, who love their sovereign, would have done on such 
an occasion. They looked upon him as their sovereign, al- 
though degraded They were unacquainted with any au- 
thority superior to his, and the phantom o£ tyranny which 
performed these oppressive acts was unaccompanied by that 
force which justifies submission, by afibrding the plea of ne- 
cessity. An unseen tyrant and four miserable companies of 
sepoys executed all the horrible things that we have men- 
tioned. The spirit of the llajah’s subjects was roused by 
their wrongs, and encouraged by the contemptible weakness 
of their oppressors. The whole country rose up in rebellion, 
and surely m justifiable rebellion. Every writer on the law 
of nations, — every man that has wTitten, thought, or felt 
upon the affairs of government, must write, know, think, and 
feel, that a people so cruelly scourged and oppressed, both 
in the person of their chief and m their own persons, were 
justified in their resistance. They were roused to vengeance, 
and a short but most bloody war followed. , 

We charge the prisoner at your bar with all the conse- 
quences of this war. ‘We charge him with the murder of our 
sepoys, whom he sent unarmed to such a dangerous enter- 
prise. We chargo him with the blood of every man that 
was shed in that place ; and we call him, as we have called 
him, a tyrant, an oppressor, and a murderer. Wo call him 
murderer in the largest and fullest sense of the word ; be- 
cause ho was the cause of the murder of our lilnglish officers 
and sepoys, whom he kept unarmed and unacquainted with 
the danger to which they would ho exposed by the violence 
of his transactions. He sacrificed to his own nefarious views 
every one of those lives, as well as the lives of the innocent 
natives of Benares, whom he designedly drove to resistance 
by the weakness of the force opposed to them, after inciting 
them, by tyranny and insult, to that display of affection to- 
wards their sovereign which is the duty of all good subjects. 

My lords, those are the iniquities which wo have charged 
upon the prisoner at your bar j and I will next call your 
lordships’ attention to the manner in which these iniquities 
have been pretended to he justified. Tou will perceive a 
gri^it difference in the manner in which this prisoner is tried. 
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and of wMcb. he so much complains, and the m*anner in which 
he dealt with the unfortunate object of his oppression^ The 
latter thus openly appeals to his accuser : “ You are/’ says 
he, “ upon the spot. It is happy for me that you are so. 
You can now inquire into my conduct.” Did Mr. Hastings 
so inquire ? No, my lords, we have not a word of any in- 
quiry , he even found fresh matter of charge in the answer 
of the Eajah ; although if there is any fault in this answer, 
it is its extremely humble and submissive tone. If there was 
anything faulty in his manner, it was his extreme humility 
and submission. It is plain he would have almost submitted 
to anything. He offered, in fact, £220,000 to redeem him- 
self from greater suffering. Surely no man going into rebel- 
lion would offer £220,000 of the treasure which would be so 
essential to his success ; nor would any government that was 
really apprehensive of rebellion call upon the suspected per- 
son to arm and discipline two thousand horse. My lords, it 
is evident no such apprehensions were entertained , nor was 
any such charge made until punishment had commenced. A 
vague accusation was then brought forward, which was an- 
swered by a clear and a natural defence, denying some parts 
of the charge, evading and apologizing for others, and de- 
siring the whole to be inquired into To this request the 
answ'ei of the Governor- General was, That won’t do, you 
shall have no inquiries. And why ? ^Because I have arbi- 
trary power, you have no rights, and I can and will punish 
you without inquiry. I admit that if his will is the law,' he 
may take the charge before punishment, or the punishment 
before the charge, or he may punish without making any 
charge. If his will is the law, alt I have been saying amounts 
to nothmg, But I have endeavoured to let your lordships 
see, that in no country upon the earth is the will of a despot 
law. It may produce wicked, flagitious, tyrannical acts, but 
m no country is it law. 

The duty of a sovereign in cases of rebellion, as laid down 
in the Hedaia, agrees with the general practice in India. It 
was usual, except in cases of notorious injustice and oppres- 
sion, whenever a rebellion or a suspicion of a rebellion ex- 
isted, to admonish the rebellious party and persuade him to 
return to his duty. Causes of complaint were removed and 
misunderstandings explained, and, to save the effusion of 
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Wood, severe measures were not adopted until they were 
rendered indispensable. This wise and provident law is or 
ought to be the law in all countries ; it was, in fact, the law 
in that country, but Mr. Hastings did not attend to it. His 
unfortunate victim was goaded to revolt and diuven from his 
subjects, although he endeavoured by message after message 
to reconcile this cruel tyrant to him. He is told in reply, 
You have shed the blood* of Englishmen, and I will never be 
reconciled to you Tour lordships will observe, that tlie rea- 
son he gives for such an infernal determination (for it cannot 
be justly qualified by any other word) is of a nature to make 
tyranny the very foundation of our government. I do not 
say here upon what occasion people may or may not resist : 
but surely, if ever there was an occasion on which people, 
from love to their sovereign and regard to thoir country, 
might take up arms, it was this. They saw a tyrant violent 
in hi3 demands, and weak m his power They saw their 
prince imprisoned and insulted, after he had made ov cry oiler 
of submission, and had laid his turban throe times in the lap 
of his oppressor. They saw him, instead of availing himself 
of the means ho possessed of cutting olf liis adversary (for 
the life of Mr. Hastings was entirely in his power), betaking 
Inmself to flight They then thronged round him, took up 
arms in his defence, and shed the blood of some of his insult- 
ers Is this rcsistaiice, so excited, so provoked, a plea for 
irreconcilable vengeance ? 

I must bog pardon for having omitted i o lay before your 
lordships, in its proper place, a most eitraordmary paper, 
which will show you in what manner judioial inquiries arc 
conducted, upon vs^hat grounds charges are made, by what 
sort of evidence they are supported, and, in short, to what 
penis the lives and fortunes of men are subjected in that 
country. This paper is in the printed minutes, page 1G08. 
It was given in agreeably to retrograde order \^hieli they 
have established in their judicial proceedings. It was pro- 
duced to prove the truth of a charge of rebellion, which was 
made some months before the paper in evidence was known 
to the accuser. 

“To the Honourable Warren Hastings, Sir, — About the 
mouth of November lust, I comrounicafiHl to i\Ir. Markham 
the aubstauco of a conversation said to nave passed between 
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Bajali CLeit Sing and Saadnt Ally, and which was reported 
to me by a person in whom I had some confidence. . The 
mode of communicating this intelligence to you I left en- 
tirely to Mr. Markhan. In this conversation, which was 
private, the Eajah and Saadnt Ally were said to have talked 
of Hyder Ally’s victory over Colonel Baillie’s detachment ; 
to have agreed that they ought to seize this opportunity of 
consulting their own interest, and to have determined to 
watch the success of Hyder’ s arms. Some days after this 
conversation was said to have happened, I was informed by 
the same person, that the Hajah had received a message from 
one of the begums at Byzabad (I think it was from Sujah ul 
Dowlah’s widow), advising him not to comply with the de- 
mands of government, and encouraging him to expect support 
in case of his resisting. This also, I believe, I communicated 
to Mr. Markham,but, not bemg perfectly certain, I now think 
it my duty to remove the possibility of your remaining unac- 
quainted with a circumstance which may not be unconnected 
with the present conduct of the Bajah.” 

Here then is evidence of evidence given to Mr. Markham 
by Mr Balfour, from Lucknow, in the month of iN’ovember, 
1781, long after the transaction at Benares. But what was 
this evidence ? I communicate, he says, the subject of “ a 
conversation said to have passed.” Observe, said, not a 
conversation that had passed to his knowledge or recollec- 
tion, but what his informant said had passed. He adds, 
this conversation was reported to him by a person whom he 
won’t name, but m whom, he says, he had some confidence 
This anonymous person, in whom he had put some confi- 
dence, was not himself present at the conversation. He only 
reports to him, that it was smd by somebody else that such 
a conversation had taken place. This conversation, which 
somebody told Colonel Balfour he had heard was said by 
somebody to have taken place, if true, related to matters of 
great importance ; still the mode of its communication was 
left to Mr Markham, and that gentleman did not bring it for- 
ward till some months after. Colonel Balfour proceeds to 
say : “ Some days after this conversation was said to have 

happened” (your lordships will observe, it is always, ‘was 
said to have happened’), “ I was informed by the same person 
that the Bajah had received a message from one of the be- 
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gums at [Fyzabad (I think it was from Sujah ul Dowlah’s 
Widow), advising him not to comply with the demands 
government, and encouraging him to expect support in case 
of his resisting.” He next adds, “this also I believe” 
(observe, he says he is not quite sure of it) “ I communi- 
cated to Mr Markham, but, not hemg perfectly certain” (of 
a matter the immediate knowledge of which, if true, was of 
the highest importance to his country), “ I now think it my 
duty to remove the possibility of your remaining unacquaint- 
ed with a circumstance which may not be unconnected with 
the present conduct of the Bajah ” 

Here is a man that comes with information long after the 
fact deposed to, and after having left to another the commu- 
nication of his intelligence to the proper authority, that other 
neglects the matter. Ho letter of Mr. Markham’s appears, 
communicating any such conversation to Mr. Hastings : and 
indeed why he did not do so must appear very obvious to 
your lordships, for a more contemptible, ridiculous, and ab- 
surd story never was invented. Does Mr. Balfour come 
forward and tell him who his informant was ? Ho. Does 
he say, he was an informant whom I dare not name, upon 
account of his great consequence and the great confidence 
I had in bim ? Ho He only says, slightly, “I have some 
confidence m him ” It is npon this evidence of a reporter 
of wdiat another is $azd to have satd, that Mr. Hastings and 
his council rely for proof, and have thought proper to charge 
the Eajah with having conceived rebellious designs, soon after 
tlie time when Mr. Hastings had declared bis belief that no 
such designs had been formed. 

Mr. Hastings has done with his charge of rebellion what 
he did with his declaration of arbitrary power , after he had 
vomited it up in one place, he returns to it m another. He 
here declares (after he had recorded his belief that no rebel- 
lion was ever intended) tliai Mr. Markham was in possession 
of information which he might have believed, if it had been 
communicated to him. G-ood Heavens ! "When you review 
all these circumstances, and consider the principles npon 
which this man was tried and punished, what must you 
think of the miserable situation of persons of the hightist 
rank m that country, under the government of men who 
are disposed to disgrace and ruin them in this iniquitous 
manner ! 
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Mr. Balfour is in Europe, I Tjelieve. How comes it tliat 
he is not produced here to tell your lordships who was his 
informer, and what he knows of the transaction ? They have 
not produced him, hut have thought fit to rely upon this 
miserable, beggarly semblance of evidence, the very produc- 
tion of which was a crime, when brought forward for the 
purpose of giving colour to acts of injustice and oppression. 
If you ask, who is this Mr. Balfour ? He is a person who 
was a military collector of revenue in the province of Bohil 
Cund ; a country now ruined and desolated, but once the 
garden of the world. It was from the depth of that horrible 
devastatmg system that he gave this ridiculous, contemptible 
evidence, which if it can be equalled, I shall admit that 
there is not one word we have said that you ought to 
attend to. 

Tour lordships are now enabled to sum up the amount 
and estimate the result of all this iniquity. The Bajah him- 
self is punished, he is ruined and undone, but the £500,000 
is not gained. He has fled his country, but he carried his 
treasures with him His forts are taken possession of, but 
there was nothing found in them. It is the report of the 
country, and is so stated by Mr. Hastings, that he carried 
away with him, in gold and silver, to the value of about 
£400,000 : and thus that sum was totally lost, even as an 
object of plunder, to the Company. The author of the mis- 
chief lost his favourite object by his cruelty and violence. 
If Mr. Hastings had listened to Cheit Sing at first ; if he had 
answered his letters, and dealt civilly with him ; if he had 
endeavoured afterwards to compromise matters ; if he had 
tolA him what his demands were ; if, even after the rebel- 
lion had broken out, he had demanded and exacted a fine j 
the Company would have gained £220,000 at least, and per- 
haps a much larger sum, without difficulty. They would 
not then have had £400,000 carried out of the country by 
a tributary chief, to become, as we know that sum has be- 
come, the plunder of the Mahrattas and our other enemies. 
I state 10 you the account of the profit and loss of tyranny ; 
take it as an account of profit and loss : forget the morality, 
forget the law, forget the policy ; take it, I say, as a matter of 
profi,t and loss. Mr. Hastings lost the subsidy ; Mr. Hastings 
lost the £220,000 which was offered him, and more that 
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he might have got Mr. Hastings lost it all, and the Com- 
pany, lost the £400,000 which he meant to exact It was 
carried from the British dominions, to enrich its enemies for 
ever. 

This man, my lords, has not only acted thus vindictively 
himself, hut he has avowed the principle of revenge as a 
general rule of policy connected with the security of the 
British government m India. He has dared to declare, that 
if a native once draws his sword he is not to be pardoned ; 
that you never are to forgive any man who has killed an 
English soldier. You are to be implacable and resentful ; 
and there is no maxim of tyrants which, upon account of 
the supposed weakness of your government, you are not to 
pursue. Was this the conduct of the Mogul conquerors of 
India ? and must this necessarily be the policy of their Chris- 
tian successors ? I pledge myself, if called upon, to prove 
the contrary. I pledge myself to produce, in the history 
if the Mogul empire, a senes of pardons and amnesties for 
rebellions, from its earliest establishments, and in its most 
distant provinces 

I need not state to your lordships what you know to be 
the true principles of British policy m matters of this nature. 
When there has been provocation, you ought to be ready to 
listen to terms of reconcihation, even after war has been 
made. This you ought to do, to show that you are placable ; 
such policy as this would doubtless be of the greatest benefit 
and advantage to you. Look to the case of Sujah Howlah ; 
you bad, in the cause of a war with him, driven him from 
his country ; yon had not left him in possession of a foot of 
earth in the world. The Mogul was his sovereign, and, by 
his authority, it was in your power to dispose of the vizier- 
ate and of every office of state which Sujah Dowlah held 
under the emperor , for he hated him mortally, and was de- 
sirous of dispossessing him of everything. What did you 
do? Though he had shed much English blood, you re- 
established him in all his power ; you gave him more than he 
before possessed, and you had no reason to repent your gen- 
erosity. Your magnanimity and justice proved to be the 
best policy, and was the subject of admiration from one end 
of India to the other. But Mr. Hastings had other maxims 
and other principles. You are weak, he says, and therefore 
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you ought never to forgive. Indeed, Mr. Hastings never 
does forgive The Rajah was weak, and he persecuted him ; 
Mr Hastings was weak, and he lost his prey. He went up 
the country with the rapacity, but not with the talons and 
beak, of a vulture. He went to look for plunder, but he 
was himself plundered, the country was ravaged, and the 
prey escaped 

After the escape of Cheit Sing, there still existed in one 
corner of the country some further food for Mr Hastings’s 
rapacity. There was a place called Hidjigur, one of those 
forts which Mr. Hastings declared "^could not be safely left 
in the possession of the Rajah ; measures were therefore taken 
to obtain possession of this place, soon after the flight of its 
unfortunate proprietor. And what did he find in it ? A 
great and powerful garrison ? Ho, my lords ; he found in it 
the wives and family of the Rajah ; he found it inhabited by 
two hundred women, and defended by a garrison of eunuchs 
and a few feeble militia men. This fortress was supposed 
by him to contain some money, which Jbe hoped to lay hold 
of, when all other means of rapacity had escaped him. He 
first sends (and you have it on your minutes) a most cruel, 
most atrocious, and most insulting message to these unfor- 
tunate women ; one of whom, a principal personage of the 
family, we find him in the subsequent negotiation scandaliz- 
ing in one minute, and declarmg to be a women of respecta-. 
ble character in the next ; treating her by turns as a prosti- 
tute and as an amiable woman, as best suited the purposes of 
the hour. This woman, with two hundred of Her sex, he 
found in Bidjigur Whatever money they had was their 
own property, and as such Cheit Sing, who had visited the 
place before his flight, had left it for their support, thinking 
that it would be secure to them as their property, because 
they were persons wholly void of guilt, as they must needs 
have been. This money the Rajah might have carried off 
with him ; but he left it them, and we must presume that it 
was their property ; and no attempt was ever made by Mr. 
Hastings to prove otherwise. They had no other property 
that could be found It was the only means of subsistence 
for themselves, their children, their domestics, and depend- 
ants, and for the whole female part of that once illustrious 
and next to f^'yal family. 
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But to proceed. A deta«limeBt of soldiers was sent to 
peize the forts ; soldiers are habitually men of some gener- 
osity ; even when they are acting in a bad cause they do not 
whoUy lose the military spirit But Mr. Hastings, fearing 
that they might not be animated with the same lust of plun- 
der as himseS, stimulated them to demand the plunder of the 
place; and expresses his hopes that no composition would 
be made with these women, and that not one shilling of the 
booty would be allowed them. He does not trust to their 
acting as soldiers who have their fortunes to make, but he 
stimulates and urges them not to give way to the generous 
passions and feelings of men. 

He thus writes from Benares, the 22nd of October, 1781, 
ten o’clock in the morning — “ I am this instant favoured with 
yours of yesterday ; mine to you of the same date has before 
this time acquainted you with my resolutions and sentiments 
respecting the Eaunee. I think every demand she has made 
to you, except that of safety and respect for her person, is 
unreasonable. If th^ reports brought to me are true, your 
rejecting her offers, or any negotiation with her, would soon 
(jbtain you possession of the fort upon your own terms. I 
apprehend that she will contrive to defraud the captors of a 
considerable part of the booty, by being suffered to retire 
without examination; but this is your consideration, and not 
mine. I should be sorry that your officers and soldiers lost 
any part of the reward to which they are so well entitled, 
but I cannot make any objection, as you must be the best 
judge of the expediency of the promised indulgence to the 
l^auuee. What you have engaged for I i\ill certainly ratify ; 
but as to permitting the Baunee to hold the pergunnah of 
Kurteck, or any other in the zemindary, without being sub- 
ject to the authority of the zemindar ; or any lauds whatever, 
or indeed making any conditions with her for a provision ; I 
will never consent to it,” 

My lords, you have seen the principles upon which this 
man justifies his conduct. Here his real nature, character, 
and disposition break out. These women had been guilty oi 
no rebelhon. He never charged them with any crime but 
that of having wealth : and yet you see with what ferocity 
he pursues everything that belonged to the destined object 
of ms cruel, inllumau, .and more than tragic revenge. If 
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says lie, you have made an agreement with them, and will 
insist upon it, I will keep it , but if you have not, I beseech 
you not to make any. I)o n’t give them anything ; suffer no 
stipulations whatever ot a provision for them. The capitula- 
tion I win ratify, provided it contains no article of future 
provision for them: this he positively forbad; so that his 
bloodthirsty vengeance would have sent out these two hun- 
dred innocent women to starve naked in the world. 

But he not only declares that the money found in the fort 
is the soldiers’ ; he adds, that he should he sorry if they lost 
a shilling of it. So that you have here a man not only de- 
claring that the money was theirs, directly contrary to the 
Company’s positive orders upon other similar occasions, and 
after he had himself declared that prize-money was poison to 
soldiers; hut directly incitmgthem to msistupon theirnghttoit 

A month had been allowed hy proclamation for the sub- 
mission of all persons who had been in rebellion, which sub- 
mission was to entitle them to indemnity. But, my lords, 
he endeavoured to break the public faith with these women, 
by inciting the soldiers to make no capitulation with them, 
and thus depriving them of the benefit of the proclamation, 
by preventing their voluntary surrender 

[Mr. Burke here read the proclamation.] 

Brom the date of this proclamation it appears that the sur- 
render of the fort was clearly within the time given to those 
who had been guilty of the most atrocious acts of rebellion 
to repair to their homes and enjoy an indemnity. These 
women had never quitted their homes, nor had they been 
charged with rebellion, and yet they were cruelly excluded 
from the general indemnity ; and after the army had taken 
unconditional possession of the fort, they were turned out of 
it, and ordered to the quarters of the commanding officer, 
Major Popham. This officer had received from Mr. Hast- 
ings a power to rob them, a power to plunder them, a power 
to distribute the plunder, hut no power to give them any 
allowance, nor any authority even to receive them. 

In this disgraceful affair the soldiers showed a generosity 
which Mr, Hastings neither showed nor would have suffered, 
if he could have prevented it. They agreed amongst them- 
selves to give to these women three lacks of rupees, and some 
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trifle „more ; and the rest was divided as a prey among the 
army. The sum found in the fort was about £238,000, not 
the smallest part of which was in any way proved to be Cheit 
Sing’s property, or the property of any person but the un- 
fortunate women who were found in the possession of it. 

The plunder of the fort being thus given to the soldiers, 
what does Mr Hastings next do ? He is astonished and 
stupified to find so much unprofitable violence ; so much ty- 
ranny and so little pecuniary advantage ; so much bloodshed 
without any profit to the Company. He therefore breaks his 
faith with the soldiers ; declares that, havmg no right to the 
money, they must refiiad it to the Company ; and, on their 
refusal, he instituted a suit against them. With respect to 
the three lacks of rupees, or £30,000, which was to be given 
to these women, have we a scrap of paper to prove its pa;^- 
ment ? Is there a single receipt or voucher to verify their 
having received one sixpence of it ? I am rather inclined to 
think that they did receive it, or some part of it, but I do n’t 
know a greater crime m public officers than to have no kind 
of vouchers for the disposal of any large sums of money 
which pass through their hands ; but this, my lords, is the 
great vice of Mr. Hastmgs’s government. 

I have briefly taken notice of the claim which Mr. Hast- 
ings thought proper to make, on the part of the Company, 
to the treasure found in the fort of Bidjigur, after he had 
instigated the army to claim it as the nght of the captors. 
Tour lordships will not be at a loss to account for tliis 
strange and barefaced inconsistency. This excellent G-overnor 
foresaw that he would have a bad account of this business to 
give to the contractors in Leadenhall Street, who consider 
laws, religion, morahty, and the principles of state policy of 
empires as mere questions of profit and loss. Binding that 
he had dismal accounts to give of great sums expended with- 
out any returns, he had recourse to the only expedient that 
was left him. He had broken his faith with the ladies in 
the fort, by not suffering his officers to grant them that in- 
demnity which his proclamation offered. Then, finding that 
the soldiers had taken him at his word, and impropriated the 
treasure to their own use, he next broke his mith, with them. 
A constant breach of faith is a maxim with him. He claims 
the treasure for the Company, and institutes a suit before Sir 
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Elijah Impey, who gives the money to the Company, and not 
to the soldiers. The soldiers appeal ; and since the Begin- 
ning of this trial, I beheve even very lately, it has been de- 
cided by the council that the letter of Mr Hastings was not, 
as Sir Elijah Impey pretended, a mere private letter, because 
it had “ Dear Sir” in it; but a public order, authorizing the 
soldiers to divide the money among themselves. 

Thus £200,000 was distributed among the soldiers ; 
£400,000 was taken away by Cheit Sing, to be pillaged by 
ail the Company’s enemies through whose countries he 
passed ; and so ended one of the great sources from which 
this great financier intended to supply the exigencies of the 
Company, and recruit their exhausted finances. 

By this proceeding, my lords, the national honour is dis- 
graced ; all the rules of justice are violated, and every sanc- 
tion, human and divine, trampled upon. "We have, on one 
side, a country ruined, a noble family destroyed, a rebellion 
raised by outrage and quelled by bloodshed, the national faith 
pledged to indemnity, and that indemnity faithlessly withheld 
from helpless, defenceless women , wfiile the other side of the 
picture is equally unfavourable. The East India Company have 
had their treasure wasted, their credit weakened, their honour 
polluted, and their troops employed against their own subjects, 
when their services were required against foreign enemies. 

My lords, it only remams for me, at this time, to make a 
few observations upon some proceedings of the prisoner, re- 
specting the revenue of Benares. I must first state to your 
lordships, that in the year 1780 he made a demand upon 
that country, which, by his own account, if it had been 
complied with, would only have left £28,000 a year for the 
maintenance of the Bajah and his family. I wish to have 
this account read, for the purpose of verifying the observa- 
tions which I shall have to make to your lordships. 

[Here the account was read ] 

I must now observe to your lordships, that Mr, Markham 
and Mr Hastings have stated the Bajah’s net revenue at 
forty-six lacks ; hut the accounts before you state it at forty 
lack’s only, Mr Hastings had himself declared that he did 
not think the country could safely yield more, and that any 
attempt to extract more would be ruinous 
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Tom* lordsMps will observe, that tbe first of these esti- 
mates IS Tmaceompanied with any document whatever, and 
that it IS contradicted by the papers of receipt and the arti- 
cles of account, from all of which it appears that the coun- 
try never yielded more than forty lacks during the time that 
IVtr. Hastings had it in his possession ; and you may be sure 
he squeezed as much out of it as he could. He had his own 
residents ; first Mr. Markham, then Mr. I'owke, then Mr. 
Grant ; they all went up with a design to make the most 
of it. They endeavoured to do so ; but they never could 
screw it up to more than forty lacks, by all the violent means 
which they employed. The ordinary subsidy, as paid at 
Calcutta by the Bajah, amounted to twenty-two lacks ; and 
it is therefore clearly proved by this paper that Mr. Hast- 
tmgs’s demand of fifty lacks (£500,000), joined to the subsi- 
dies, was more than the whole revenue which the country 
could yield. What hoarded treasures the Eajah possessed, 
and which Mr. Hastings says he carried ofi* with him, does 
not ^pear. That it was any considerable sum, is more than 
Mr Hastings knows, more than can be proved, more than 
is probable. He had not, in his precipitate flight, any means, 
I think, of earrymg away a great sum. It further appears 
from these accounts that, after the payment of the subsidy, 
there would only have been left £18,000 a year for the 
support of the Bajah’s family and establishments. 

Tour lordships have now a standard, not a visionary one, 
but a standard verified by accurate calculation and authentic 
accounts. Tou may now fairly estimate the avarice and 
rapacity of this man, who describes countries to be enor- 
mously rich, m order that he may he justified m pillaging 
them. But however msatiahle the prisoner’s avarice may be, 
be has other obj'ects in view, other passions rankling in his 
heart, besides the lust of money. He was not ignorant, and 
we have proved it by his own confession, that his pretended 
expectation of benefit to tbe Company could not be realized ; 
but he well knew that by enforcing his demands he should 
utterly and effectually rum a man whom he mortally hated 
and abhorred ; a man who could not, by any sacrifices 
offered to the avarice, avert the cruelty of his implacable 
enemy. 

As long as truth remains, as long as figures stand, as long 
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as two and two are four, as long as there is mathenaatieal 
and arithmetical demonstration, so long shall his cruelty, 
rage, ravage, and oppression remain evident to an astonished 
posterity. I shall' undertake, my lords, when this court 
meets again, to develope the consequences of this wicked 
proceeding I shall then show you, that that part of the Ba- 
jah’s family which he left behind ium, and which Mr. Hast- 
ings pretended to take under his protection, was also ruined, 
undone, and destroyed ; and that the once beautiful country 
of Benares, which he has had the impudence to represent as 
being still m a prosperous condition, was left by him in such 
a state as would move pity m any tyrant in the world, 
except the one who now stands before you. 


TRIAL. 

TUESDAY, 3ed JUNE. 1794. 


THIRD DAT OP REPLY. 


(Mr. Beree ) 

My Lords, — We are called, with an awful voice, to 
come forth, and make good our charge against the prisoner 
at your bar ; but as a long time has elapsed since your lord- 
ships heard that charge, I shall take the liberty of requesting 
my worthy fellow-manager near me to read that part to 
your lordships which I am just now going to observe upon, 
that you may be the better able to apply my observations to 
the letter of the charge. 

[Mr "Wyndham reads.] 

“ That the said Warren Hastings, having as aforesaid ex- 
pelled the said Cheit Sing from his dominions, did, of his 
own usurped authority, and without any communication with, 
or any approbation given by, the other members of the coun- 
cil, nominate and appoint Bajah Mehipnerain to the govern- 
ment of the provinces of Benares, and did appoint his father 
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Durbedgy Sing as administrator of bis autbority, and did 
give to the British resident, Mr. Markbam, a controUing au- 
thority over both ; and did further abrogate and set aside 
all treaties and agreements which subsisted between the 
states of Benares and the British nation ; and did arbitrarily 
and tyrannically, of his mere authority, raise the tribute to 
the sum of £400,000 sterhng, or thereabouts ; did further 
wantonly and illegally impose certain oppressive duties upon 
goods and merchandise, to the great injury of trade and rum 
of the province ; and did further dispose of, as his own, the 
property within the said provinces, by grantmg the same, or 
parts thereof, in pensions to such persons as he thought fit. 

“ That the said Warren Hastings did, some time in the 
year 1782, enter into a clandestine correspondence with Wil- 
liam Markham, Esq., the then resident at Benares, which 
said Markham had been by him the said Warren Hastings 
obtruded into the said office, contrary to the positive orders 
of the court of directors ; and in consequence of the repre- 
sentation of the said Markham did, under pretence that the 
new excessive rent or tribute was in arrear, and that the 
affairs of the province were likely to fall into confusion, 
authorize and empower him, by his own private authority, 
to remove the said Durbedgy Smg from his office, and de- 
prive him of his estate. 

“ That the said Durbedgy Smg was, by the private orders 
and authorities given by the said Warren Hastings, and in 
consequence of the representations aforesaid, violently thrown - 
into pnson, and cruelly confined therein, under the pretence 
of the non-payment of the arrears of the tribute aforesaid. 

“ That the widow of Bulwant Sing and the Hajah Mehip- 
neram did pointedly accuse the said Markham of being the 
sole cause of any delay m the payment of the tribute afore- 
said, and did offer to prove the innocence of the said Dur- 
bedgy Smg, and also to prove that the faults ascribed to him 
were solely the faults of the said Markham; yet the said 
Warren Hastings did pay no regard whatever to the said 
representations, nor make any inquiry into the truth of the 
same, but did accuse the said widow of Bulwant Smg and 
Eajah aforesaid of gross presumption for the same; and 
listening to the representation of the person accused (namely, 
the resident Markham), did continue to confine the saidDur- 



WAEEEK HASTmeS, ESQ. 


55 


bedgy Sing in prison, and did invest the resident Markham 
with authority to bestow his office upon whomsoever he 
pleased. 

“That the said Markham did bestow the said office of 
administrator of the province of Benares upon a person 
named J agger Deo Smg, who, in order to gratify the arbitrary 
demands of the said Warren Hastings, was obliged greatly 
to distress and harass the unfortunate inhabitants of the said 
province. 

“That the said Warren Hastings did, sometime in the 
year 1784, remove the said Jagger Deo Sing from the said 
office, under pretence of certain irregularities and oppressions, 
which irregularities and oppressions are solely imputable to 
him, the said Warren Hastmgs. 

“ That the consequence of all these violent changes and 
arbitrary acts was the total ruin and desolation of the coun- 
try and the flight of the inhabitants ; the said Warren Hast- 
ings having found every place abandoned at his approach, 
even by the officers of the very government which he es- 
tablished ; and seeing nothing but traces of devastation in 
every village, the provmce in effect without a government, 
the administration misconducted, the people oppressed, the 
trade discouraged, and the revenue in danger of a rapid decline. 

“ All which destruction, devastation, oppression, and rum 
are solely imputable to the above-mentioned and other arbi- 
trary, illegal, unjust, and tyrannical acts of him, the said 
Warren Hastings, who, by aU and every one of the same, 
was and is guilty of high crimes and misdemeanours.’* 

[Mr. Burke proceeded.] 

My lords, you have heard the charge ; and you are now 
going to see the prisoner at your bar m a new point of view. 
I wfll now endeavour to display him in his character of a le- 
gislator in a foreign land not augmenting the territory, honour, 
and power of G-reat Britain, and bringing the acquisitiou under 
the dominion of law and liberty, but desolating a flourishing 
country, that to all intents and purposes was our own ; — a 
country which we had conquered from freedom, from tran- 
quillity, order, and prosperity, and submitted, through him, to 
arbitrary power, misrule, anarchy, and ruin. W e now see the 
object of his corrupt vengeance utterly destroyed, his family 
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driven from their home, his people butchered, his wife and 
all the females of his family robbed and dishonoured m their 
persons, and the effects which husband and parents had laid 
up in store for the subsistence of their famihes, all the savings 
of provident economy, distributed amongst a rapacious sol- 
diery. His malice is victorious. He has well avenged, in the 
destruction of this unfortunate family, the Hajah’s intended 
visit to General Clavering ; he has well avenged the suspect- 
ed discovery of his bribe to Mr. Francis. ‘‘ Thou hast it now, 
King, Cawdor, Glamis, all.” 

Lit us see, my lords, what use he makes of this power ; 
how he justifies the bounty of fortune bestowing on him this 
strange and anomalous conquest. Anomalous I call it, my 
lords, because it was the result of no plan in the cabinet, no 
operation in the field. Ho act or direction proceeded from 
him the responsible chief, except the merciless orders and the 
OTant to the soldiery. He lajr skulking and trembling in the 
fort of Chimar, while the British soldiery entitled themselves 
to the plunder which he held out to them. Nevertheless, my 
lords, he conquers ; the country is his own ; he treats it as 
his own Let us therefore see how this successor of Tamer- 
lane, this emulator of Ghmges Kh^n, governs a country con- 
quered by the talents and courage of others, without assist- 
ance, guide, direction, or counsel given by himself. 

My lords, I will introduce his first act to your lordships’ 
notice, in the words of the charge. “ The said Warren Hast- 
ings did, some time in the year 1782, enter mto a clandestine 
correspondence with William Markham, Esq , the then resi- 
dent at Benares, which said Markham had been by him, the 
said Warren Hastings, obtruded into the said oflS.ce, contrary 
to the positive orders of the court of directors.” This unjus- 
tifiable obtrusion, this illegal appointment, shows you, at the 
very outset, that he defies the laws of his country ; most posi- 
tively and pointedly defies them. In attempting to give a 
reason for this defiance, he has chosen to tell a branch of the 
legislature, from which originated the act which wisely and 
prudently ordered him to pay implicit obedience to the court 
of directors, that he removed Mr. Eowke from Benares, con- 
trary to the orders of the court, on political grounds ; “ be- 
cause,” says he, “ 1 thought it necessary the resident there 
should he a man of my own nomination and confidence. 1 avow 
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the principle, and think no government can subsist without it. 
The punishment of the Eajah made no part of my design in 
Mr. Eowke’s removal or Mr Markham’s appointment, nor was 
his punishment an object of my contemplation at the time I 
removed Mr Towke to appoint Mr. Markham ; an appoint- 
ment __of my own choice, and a signal to notify the restoration 
of my own authority, as I had before removed Mr. Fowke 
and appointed Mr. Graham for the same purpose.” 

Here, my lords, he does not even pretend that he had any 
view whatever m this appointment of Mr. hiarkham, but to 
defy the laws of his country. “I must,” says he, ^‘have a 
man of my own nomination, because it is a signal to notify 
the restoration of my own authority, as I had before removed 
Mr. Fowke for the same purpose.” 

I must beg your lordships to keep in mind, that the greater 
part of the observations with which I shall trouble you have 
a reference to the principles upon which this man acts ; and 
I beseech you to remember always that you have before you 
a question and an issue of law. I beseech you to consider 
what it is that you are disposing of ; that you are not merely 
disposing of this man and his cause, but that you are dis- 
posing of the laws of your country 

Toil, my lords, have made, and we have made, an act of 
parliament m which the council at Calcutta is vested wuth a 
special power, distinctly limited and defined. He says, my 
authority is absolute, I defy the orders of the court of direc- 
tors, because it is necessary for me to show that I can disre- 
gard them, as a signal of my own authority. He supposes 
his authority gone while he obeys the laws; but, says he, 
the moment I got rid of the bonds and barriers of the laws 
(as if there had been some act of violence and usurpation 
that had deprived him of his rightful powers), I was restored 
to my own authority. What is this authority to which he 
is restored ? Not an authority vested in him by the East 
India Company ; not an authority sanctioned by the laws of 
this kingdom. It is neither of these, but the authority-of 
Warren Hastings ; an mherent divine right, I suppose, which 
he has thought proper to claim as belonging to himself ; some- 
thing independent of the laws ; something independent of the 
court of direetors ; something independent of his breihren 
of the council. It is “ my own authority.” 
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And what is the signal hy which you are to know when 
this authority is restored ? By his obedience to the court of 
directors ? by his attention to the laws of his country ? by 
his regard to the rights of the people ? ]N"o, my lords, no ; 

the notification of the restoration of this authority is a formal 
disobedience of the orders of the court of directors. When 
you find the laws of the land trampled upon, and their ap- 
pointed authority despised, then you may be sure that the 
authority of the prisoner is reestablished. 

There is, my lords, always a close connexion between vices 
of every description. The man who is a tyrant would, under 
some other circumstances, be a rebel ; and he that is a rebel 
would become a- tyrant. They are things which originally 
proceed from the same source. They owe their birth to the 
wild, unbridled lewdness of arbitrary power. They arise 
from a contempt of public order, and of the laws and insti- 
tutions which curb mankind. They arise from a harsh, cruel, 
and ferocious disposition, impatient of the rules of law, order, 
and morality : and accordingly, as their relation varies, the 
man is a tyrant if a superior, a rebel if an inferior. But this 
man, standmg in a middle point between the two relations, 
the superior and inferior, declares himself at once both a re- 
bel and a tyrant. We therefoie naturally expect, that when 
he has thrown off the laws of his country he will throw off 
all other aathority. Accordingly, in defiance of that author- 
ity to which he owes his situation, he nominates Mr. Mark- 
ham to the residency at Benares, and therefore every act of 
Mr, Markham is his. He is responsible, — doubly responsible 
to what he would have been if in the ordinary course of of- 
fice he had named this agent. 

Every governor is responsible for the misdemeanours com- 
mitted under his legal authority for which he does not pun- 
ish the delinquent ; but the prisoner is doubly responsible in 
this case, because he assumed an illegal authority, which can 
be justified only, if at all, by the good resulting from the as- 
sumption. 

Haying now chosen his principal instrument, and his con- 
fidential and sole counsellor, having the country entirely in 
his hand, and every obstacle that could impede his course 
swept out the arena, what does he do under these auspicious 
circumstances ? You would imagine, that, in the first place, 
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he would have sent down to the council at Calcutta a general 
view of his proceedings, and of their consequences, together 
with a complete statement of the revenue ; that he would 
have recommended the fittest persons for public trusts, with 
such other measures as he might judge to be most essential 
to the interest and honour of his emplojers. One would have 
imagined he would have done this, in order that the council 
and the court of directors might have a clear view of the 
whole existmg system, before he attempted to make a per- 
manent arrangement for the administration of the country. 
But, on the contrary, the whole of his proceedings is clandes- 
tinely' conducted ; there is not the slightest communication 
with the council upon the business, tiU he had determined 
and settled the whole. Thus the council was placed in a 
complete dilemma, either to confirm all his wicked and arbi- 
trary acts, for such we have proved them to be, or to derange 
the whole administration of the country again, and to make 
another revolution, as complete and dreadful as that which 
he had made. 

The task which the Q-overnor-Q-eneral had imposed upon 
himself was, I admit, a difficult one; but those who pull 
down important ancient establishments, who wantonly destroy 
modes of administration and public institutions under which 
a country has prospered, are the most mischievous, and there- 
fore the wickedest, of men. It is not a reverse of fortune, it 
is not the fall of an individual, that we are here talking of. 
We are indeed sorry for Cheit Sing and Burbedgy Sing,, as 
we should be sorry for any individual under simikr circum- 
stances. 

It is wisely provided in the constitution of our heart that 
we should interest ourselves in the fate of great personages. 
They are, therefore, made everywhere the objects of tragedy, 
which addresses itself directly to our passions and our feel- 
ings. And why ? Because men of great place, men of great 
rank, men of great hereditary authority, cannot fall without 
a horrible crash upon all about them. Such towers cannot 
tumble without ruining their dependent cottages. 

The prosperity of a country that has been distressed by a 
revolution which has swept off its principal men cannot be 
reestablished without extreme difficulty. This man there- 
fore, who wantonly and wickedly destroyed the existmg 
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govemment of Benares was doubly bound to use all possible 
care and caution in supplying the loss of those institutions 
which he had destroyed, and of the men whom he had driven 
into exile. This, I say, be ought to have done Let us now 
see what he really did do. 

He set out by disposing of all the property of the country 
as if it was his own. He first confiscated the whole estates 
of the Baboos, the great nobihty of the country, to the amount 
of sis lacks of rupees. He then distributed the lands and 
revenue of the country according to his own pleasure ; and 
as he had seized the lands without our knowing why or 
wherefore, so the portion which he took away from some 
persons he gave to others, in the same arbitrary manner, and 
without any assignable reason. 

When we were inquiring what jaghires Mr. Hastings had 
thought proper to grant, we found, to our astonishment 
(though it is natural that his mind should take this turn), 
that he endowed several charities with jaghires. He gave a 
jaghire to some Brahmins, to pray for the perpetual prosperity 
of the Company, and others to procure the prayers of the 
same class of men for himself. I do not blame his G-entoo 
piety, when I find no Christian piety in the man ; let him 
take refuge in any superstition he pleases. The ‘crime we 
charge is, his having distributed tbe lands of others at his 
own pleasure. Whether this proceeded from piety, from 
ostentation, or from any other motive, it matters not. We 
contend that he ought not to have distributed such land at 
ail ; that he had no right to do so ; — and consequently, the 
gift of a smgle acre of land, by bis own private will, was an 
act of robbery, either from the public or some individual. 

When he had thus disturbed the landed property of Be- 
nares, and distributed it according to bis own will, he 
thought it would be proper to fix upon a person to govern 
the country , and of this person he himself made the choice. 
It does not appear that the people could have lost, even by 
the revolt of Cheit Sing, the right wbicb was inherent iii 
them, to he governed by the lamul successor of his family. 
We find, however, that this man, by his own authority, by 
tbe arbitrary exercise of bis own wall and fancy, did think 

n er to nominate a person to succeed tbe Eajali who had 
}gal claims to the succession. He made choice of a boy 
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al)Out nineteen years old. ; and lie says he made that choice 
upon the principle of this hoy’s being descended from Bul- 
Vant Smg, by the female Ime. But he does not pretend to 
say that he was the proper and natural heir to Cheit Smg ; 
and we will show you the direct contrary. Indeed, he con- 
fesses the contrary himself; for he argues, m his defence, 
that when a new system was to be formed with the successor 
of Cheit Sing, who was not his heir, each successor had no 
claim of right. 

But perhaps the want of right was supplied hy the capacity 
and fitness of the person who was chosen. I do not say that 
this does or can for one moment supersede the positive right 
of another person ; hut it would palhate the injustice in 
some degree. "Was there in this case any palliative matter ? 
Who was the person chosen hy Mr. Hastings to succeed 
Cheit Smg ? My lords, the person chosen was a minor ; for, 
we find, the prisoner at your bar immediately proceeded to 
appoint him a guardian. This guardian he also chose hy his 
own will and pleasure, as he himself declares, without refer- 
ring to any particular claim or usage ; without callmg the 
Pundits to instruct him, upon whom, by the Gentoo laws, 
the guardianship devolved 

I admit, that in selecting a guardian he did not in one 
respect act improperly, for he chose the hoy’s father, and he 
could not have chosen a better guardian for his person. But 
for the administration of his government, qualities were re- 
quired which this man did not possess. He should have 
chosen a man of vigour, capacity, and diligence ; a man fit 
to meet the great difficulties of the situation m which he 
was to be placed. 

Mr. Hastings, my lords, plainly tells yon that he did not 
think the man’s talents to he extraordinary, and he soon 
afterwards says that he had a great many mcapacities. He 
tells you that he has a doubt whether he was capable of real- 
izing those hopes of revenue which he (Mr. Hastings) had 
formed. Nor can this be matter of wonder, when we con- 
sider that he had ruined and destroyed the ancient system, 
the whole scheme and tenonr of public offices, and had sub- 
stituted nothmg for them hut ms own arbitrary will. He 
had formed a plan of an entire new system, in which the 
practical details had no reference to the experience and wis- 
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dom of past ages. He did not take the government as he 
found It ; he did not take the system of offices as it was ar- 
ranged to his hand : hut he dared to make the wicked and 
flagitious experiment which I have stated; an experiment 
upon the happiness of a numerous people, whose property he 
had usurped and distributed m the manner which has been 
laid before your lordships. The attempt failed, and he is re- 
sponsible for the consequences. 

How dared he to make these experiments ? In what man- 
ner can he be justified for playing fast and loose with the dear- 
est interests, and perhaps with the very existence, of a nation ? 
Attend to the manner m which he justifies himself, and you 
will find the whole secret let out. “ The easy accumulation 
of too much wealth,” he says, “had been Oheit Sing’s rum; 
it had buoyed him up with extravagant and ill-founded no- 
tions of iniependence, which I very much wished to discour- 
age in the future Hajah. Some part, therefore, of the super- 
abundant produce in the country I turned into the coffers 
of the sovereign by an augmentation of the tribute.” Who 
authorized him to make any augmentation of the tribute ? 
But above all, who authorized him to augment it upon this 
principle ? I must take care the tributary prince does not 
grow too rich ; if he gets rich, he will get proud. This pri- 
soner has got a scale like that m the almanac, “ war begets 
poverty, poverty peace,” and so on. The first rule that he 
lays down is, that he wiU keep the new Eajah in a state of 
poverty ; because if he grows rich he will become proud, and 
behave as Cheit Sing did. You see the ground, mundation, 
and spirit of the whole proceeding. Cheit Sing was to be 
robbed. Why ? Because he is too rich. His successor is to 
be reduced to a miserable condition. Why ? Lest he should 
grow rich and become troublesome. The whole of his sys- 
tem is to prevent men from growing rich, lest if they should 
grow rich they should grow proud, and seek independence 
Your lordships see that in this man’s opinion riches must be- 
get pride. I hope your lordships will never be so poor as to 
cease to be proud ; for ceasing to be proud, you will cease to 
be independent 

Having resolved that the Bajah should not grow rich, for 
fear he should grow proud and independent, he orders him to 
pay forty lacks of rupees, or £400,000, annually to the Com- 
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pany. The tribute had before been £250,000, and he all at 
once raised it to £400,000. Did he previously mforhi the 
council of these intentions? Did he inform them of the 
amount of the gross collections of the country, from any 
properly authenticated accounts procured from any public 
office ? 

I need not inform your lordships that it is a serious thing 
to draw out of a country, instead of £250,000, an annual tri- 
bute of £400,000. There were other persons besides the 
Eajah concerned in this enormous increase of revenue. The 
whole country is interested in its resources bemg fairly esti- 
mated and assessed ; for if you overrate the revenue which 
it is supposed to yield to the great general collector, you ne- 
cessitate him to overrate every under-collector, and thereby 
instigate them to harass and oppress the people. It is upon 
these grounds that we have charged the prisoner at your bar 
with having acted arbitrarily, illegally, unjustly, and tyran- 
nically : and your lordships mil bear in mmd that these acts 
were done by his sole authority, which authority we have 
shown to have been illegally assumed. 

My lords, before he took the important steps which I have 
just stated, he consulted no one but Mr Markham, whom he 
placed over the new Rajah. The Rajah was only'taneteen 
years old : but Mr. Markham undoubtedly had the advantage 
of him in this respect, for he was twenty-one. He had also 
the benefit of five months’ experience of the country ; an 
abundant experience to be sure, my lords, in a country where 
it IS well known, from the peculiar character of its inhabitants, 
that a man cannot anywhere put his foot without placing it 
upon some trap or mine, until he is perfectly acquainted with 
its locahties. Nevertheless, he puts the whole country and a 
prince of mneteen, as appears from the evidence, into the hands 
of Mr. Markham, a man of twenty-one. We have no doubt of 
Mr. Markham’s capacity ; but he could have no experience in 
the country over which he possessed a general controlling 
power. Tinder these circumstances, we surely shall not wonder 
if this young man fell into error. I do not hke to treat harshly 
the errors into which a very young person may fall : but the 
man who employs him, and puts him into a situation for 
which he has neither capacity nor experience, is responsible 
for the consequences of such an appointment ; and Mr. Hast- 
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ings is doubly responsible in this case, because be placed Mr, 
MarkTiam as resident, merely to show that be defied the 
authority of tbe court of directors. 

But, my lords, let us proceed. We find Mr. Hastings 
resolved to exact forty lacks from tbe country, altbougb be 
bad no proof that sucb a tribute could be fairly collected. 
He next assigns to this boy, tbe Bajah, emoluments amounting 
to about £60,000 a year. Let us now see upon wbat grounds 
be can justify tbe assignment of these emoluments. I can 
perceive none but sucb as are founded upon tbe opinion of its 
being necessary to the support of tbe Eajab’s dignity. Now, 
when Mr. Markham, who is the sole ostensible actor in the 
management of the new Bajab, as be bad been a witness to 
the deposition of tbe former, comes before you to give an ac- 
count of wbat he thought of Cbeit Smg, who appears to 
have properly supported tbe dignity of bis situation, be tells 
you that about a lack or a lack and a half (£10,000 or 
£15,000) a year was as much as Cbeit Smg could spend. 
And yet this young creature, settled m the same country, and 
who was to pay £400,000 a year, instead of £250,000, 
tribute to tbe Company, was authorized by Mr. Hastings to 
collect and reserve to bis own use £60,000 out of tbe revenue. 
That is fo say, be was to receive four times as much as was 
stated by Mr. Hastings, on Mr. Markham’s evidence, to have 
been necessary to support him. 

Tour lordships tread upon corruption everywhere. Why 
was such a large revenue given to the young Bajab to support 
bis dignity, when, as they say, Cbeit Sing did not spend 
above a lack and half in support of his ; though it is known 
be bad great establishments to maintain ; that be bad erected 
considerable buildings, adorned with fine gardens ; and, ac- 
cordmg to them, bad made great preparations for war ? 

We must at length imagme that they knew the country 
could bear tbe impost imposed upon it. I ask, bow did they 
know this ? We have proved to you, by a paper presented 
here by Mr. Markham, that tbe net amount of tbe collections 
was about £360,000. This is their own account, and was 
made up,, as Mr. Markham says, by one of tbe clerks of Bur- 
bedgy Smg, together with bis Persian moonsbee (a very 
fine council to settle tbe revenues of tbe kingdom), in his 
private bouse. And with this account before them, they 



WAEEElsr HASTrfiTGS, ESQ. 


65 


have aared to impose upon the necks of that unhappy people 
a tribute of £400,000, together with an income for the Eajah 
of £60,000. These sums the naib Durbedgy Sing was 
bound to furnish, and left to get them as he could. Tour 
lordships will observe, that I speak of the net proceeds vf 
the coHeetions, We have nothing to do with the gross 
amount We are speaking of what came to the public trea- 
sury, which was no more than I have stated ; and it was out 
of the public treasury that these payments w^ere to be made, 
because there could be no other honest way of gettmg the 
money. 

But let us now come to the mam point, which is to ascer- 
tain w'hat sums the country could really hear. Mr. Hastings 
maintacns (whether in the speech of his counsel or otherwise, 
I do not recollect) that the revenue of the country was 
£400,000, that it constantly paid that sum, and flourished 
under the payment. In answer to this, I refer your lordships, 
first to Mr Markham’s declaration, and the Wassil Baakee, 
’which is in the page 1750 of the printed minutes. I nest refer 
your lordships to Mr. Duncan’s Beports, in page 2493. Ac- 
cording to Mr. Duncan’s public estimate of tbe revenue of 
Benares, tbe net collections of the very year we are speaking 
of, when Durbedgy Sing had the management, and when 
Mr. Markham, his Persian moonshee, and a clerk in his pri- 
vate house, made the estimates, without any documents, or 
with whatever documents, or G-od only knows, for nothmg 
appears on the record of the transaction ; the collections 
yielded in that year hut £340,000, that is, £20,000 less than 
Mr. Markham’s estimate. But take it which way you will, 
whether you take it at Mr. Markham’s £360,000, or at Mr. 
Duncan’s £340,000, yonr lordships will see, that, after re- 
serving £60,000 for his own private expenses, the Bajah 
could not realize a sum nearly equal to the tribute de- 
manded. 

Your lordships have also in e'vidence before you an account 
of the produce of the country for, I believe, full five years 
after this period, from which it appears that it never realized 
the forty lacks, or anything like it. Yielding only thirty- 
seven and thirty-nine lacks, or thereabouts, winch is £20,000 
short of Mr. Markham’s estimate, and £160,000 short of 
Mr. Hastings’s. On what data could the prisoner at your 
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"bar li9,ve formed this estimate ? "Where were all the clerks 
and mntseddies, where were all the men of hnsiness in Be- 
nares, who could have given him complete mformation upon 
the subject ? We do not find the trace of any of them ; all 
our information is Mr. Markham’s moonsliee, and some clerk 
of Burbedgy Sing’s employed in Mr. Markham’s private 
counting-house, in estimating revenues of a country. 

The disposable revenue was still further reduced by the 
jaghires which Mr. Hastings granted, but to what amount 
does not appear. He mentions the increase in the revenue, 
by the confiscation of the estates of the Baboos, who had 
been in rebellion. This he rates at six lacks. But we have 
inspected the accounts ; we have examined them with that 
sedulous attention which belongs to that branch of the legis- 
lature that has the care of the public revenues, and we have 
not found one trace of this addition. Whether these con- 
fiscations were ever actually made, remains doubtful , but if 
they were made, the application or the receipt of the money 
they yielded does not appear in any account whatever. I 
leave your lordships to judge of this. 

But it may be said, that Mr. Hastings might have been in 
an error. If he was in an error, my lords, his error con- 
tinued an extraordinary length of time. The error itself was 
also extraordinary in a man of business ; it was an error of 
account. If his confidential agent, Mr. Markham, had ori- 
ginally contributed to lead him into the error, he soon per- 
ceived it. He soon informed Mr. Hastings that his expect- 
ations were erroneous, and that he had overrated the country. 
What then are we to think of his persevering m this error ? 
Mr. Hastings might have formed extravagant and wild ex- 
pectations when he was gomg up the country to plunder; 
for we allow that avarice may often overcalculate the hoards 
that it is going to rob. If a thief is going to,plundera bank- 
er’s shop, his avarice, when runnmg the risk of his life, may 
lead him to imagine there is more money in the shop than 
there really is. But when this man was in possession of the 
country, how came he not to know and understand the con- 
dition of it better ? In fact he was well acquainted with it, 
for he has declared it to he his opinion tha^ forty lacks was 
an overrated calculation, and that the country could not 
continue to pay this tribute at the very time he was imposing 
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it. You have this admission in page 294 of the pricited 
minutes ; hut in the very face of it he says, If the Hajah will 
exert himself, and continue for some years the regular pay- 
ment, he will then grant him a remission. Thus the Eajah 
was told, what he well knew, that he was overrated, but that 
at some time or another he was to expect a remission. And 
w^hat, my lords, was the condition upon which he was to ob- 
tain this promised indulgence? The punctual payment of 
that which Mr. Hastings declares he was not able to pay ; 
and which he could not pay without ruining the country, 
betraying his own honour and character, and actmg directly 
contrary to the duties of the station in which Mr. Hastmgs 
had placed him. Thus this unfortunate man was compelled 
to have recourse to the most rigorous exaction, that he might 
be enabled to satisfy the exorbitant demand which had been 
made upon him. 

But let us suppose that the country was able to afford the 
sum at which it was assessed, and that nothing was required 
but vigour and activity in the Bajah. Did Mr. Hastmgs 
endeavour to make his strength equal to the task imposed 
on him? Ho; the direct contrary; in proportion as he 
augmented the burthens of this man, in just that proportion 
he took away his strength and power of supporting these 
burthens. 

There was not one of the external marks of honour, which 
attended the government of Cheit Sing, that he did not take 
away from the new Bajah ; and still, when this new man 
came to his new authority, deprived of all external marks of 
consequence, and degraded in the opinion of his subjects, he 
was to extort from his people an additional revenue, payable 
to tbe Company, of fifteen lacks of rupees more than was 
paid by the late Bajah, in all the plenitude of undivided 
authority. ^ To increase this difficulty still more, the father 
and guardian of this inexperienced youth was a man who 
had no credit or reputation in the country. This circum- 
stance alone was a sufficient drawback from the weight of 
his authority ; but Mr. Hastings took care that he should be 
divested of it altogether ; for, as our charge states, he placed 
him under the immediate direction of Mr. Markham ; and 
consequently Mr. Markham was the governor of the country 
Could a man, with a reduced, divided, contemptible authority, 
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ventiHe to strike such bold and hardy strokes as would he 
efficient, without being oppressive ? Could he, or any other 
man, thus bound and shackled, execute such vigorous and 
energetic measures as were necessary to realize such an enor- 
mous tribute as was imposed upon this unhappy country ? 

My lords, I must now call your attention to another cir- 
cumstance, not mentioned in the charge, but connected with 
the appointment of the new Bajah, and of his naib, Durbedgy 
Sing, and demonstrative of the unjust and cruel treatment 
to which they were exposed. It appears, from a letter pro- 
■^duced here by Mr. Markham (upon which kind of corre- 
spondence I shall take the liberty to remark hereafter), that 
the Kajah lived in perpetual apprehension of being removed, 
and that a person called Oossaun Smg was intended as his 
successor. Mr Markham, in one part of his correspondence, 
tells you that the Eajah did not intend to' hold the govern- 
ment any longer. Why ? Upon a point of right, namely, 
that he did not possess it upon the same advantageous terms 
as Cheit Sing , but he tells you in another letter (and this 
IS a much better key to the whole transaction), that he was 
m dread of that Oossaun Sing whom I have just mentioned. 
This man Mr Hastings kept ready to terrify the Hajah ; and 
you will, in the course of these transactions, see that there is 
.not a man in India, of any consideration, against whom Mr. 
Hastings did not keep a kind of pretender, to keep him in 
contmual awe. This Oossaun Smg, wdiom Mr. Hastings 
brought up with him to Benares, wus dreaded by Cheit Smg, 
not less than by his successor. We find that he was at first 
nominated naib or acting governor of the country, but had 
never been put in actual possession of this high office, and 
Durbedgy Smg was appointed to it. Although Oossaun 
Sing was thus removed, he continued his pretensions, and 
constantly solicited the office. Thus the poor man appoint- 
ed by Mr Hastings, and actually in possession, was not only 
called upon to perform tasks beyond his strength, but was 
overawed by Mr. Markham, and terrified by Oossaun Sing 
(the mortal enemy of the family), who, like an accusing fiend, 
was continually at his post, and unceasingly reiteratmg his 
accusations. This Oossaun Sing was, as Mr Markham tells 
you, one of the causes of the Hajah’s continued dejection and 
despondency ; but it does not appear that any of these cir- 
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eumstances were ever laid before the council; tbe whole 
passed between Mr Hastings and Mr. Markham. 

Mr. Hastings havmg by his arbitrary will thus disposed of 
the revenue and of the landed property of Benares, we will 
now trace his further proceedings and their effects. He 
found the country most flourishing in agriculture and in 
trade ; but not satisfied with the experiment he had made 
upon the government, upon the revenues, upon the reigning 
family, and upon all the landed property, he resolved to make 
as bold and as novel an experiment upon the commercial in- 
terests of the country. Accordmgly he entirely changed that 
part of the revenue system which afects trade and commerce, 
the life and soul of a state Without any advice that we 
know of, except Mr. Markham’s, he sat down to change in 
every point the whole commercial system of that country ; 
and he effected the change upon the same arbitrary principles 
which he had before acted upon, namely, his o^m arbitrary 
will. We are told, indeed, that he consulted bankers and 
merchants , but when your lordships shall have learned what 
has happened from this experiment, you will easily see 
whether he did resort to proper sources of mformation or 
not. You will see, that the mischief which has happened 
has proceeded from the exercise of arbitrary power. Arbi- 
trary power, my lords, is always a miserable creature. When 
a man once adopts it as the principle of his actions, no one 
dares to tell him a truth ; no one dares to give him any in- 
formation that is disagreeable to him ; for all know that their 
life and fortune depend upon his caprice. Thus the man 
who lives in the exercise of arbitrary power cond-emns him- 
self to eternal ignorance. Of this the prisoner at your bar 
affords us a striking example. This man, without advice, 
without assistance, and without resource, except in his own 
arbitrary power, stupidly ignorant in himself, and puffed up 
with the constant companion of ignorance, a blind presump- 
tion, alters the system of commercial imposts, and thereby 
ruined the whole trade of the country, leaving no one part of 
it undestroyed. 

Let me now call yonr lordships’ attention to his asaumption 
of power, without one word of communication with the 
council at Calcutta, where the whole of these trading regu- 
lations might and ought to have been considered, and where 
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they could have been deliberately examined and determmea 
upon/ By this assumption, the council was placed in the 
situation which I have before described ; it must either con- 
firm his acts, or again undo everything which had been 
done. He had provided, not only against resistance, but 
almost against any inquiry into his wild projects. He had, 
by his opium contracts, put all vigilance asleep ; and by his 
bullock and other contracts, he had secured a variety of con- 
cealed interests, both abroad and at home. He was sure of 
the ratification of his acts by the council, whenever he 
should please to inform them of his measures ; and to his 
secret influence he trusted for impunity in his career of 
tyranny and oppression. 

In bringing before you his arbitrary mode of imposing 
duties, I beg to remind your lordships, that when I examined 
Mr Markham, concerning the imposing of a duty of five per 
cent., instead of the former duty of two, I asked him, whether 
that five per cent, was not laid on in such a manner as utterly 
to extinguish the trade ; and whether it was not, in eifect 
and substance, five times as much as had been paid before. 
What was his answer ? Why, that many plans which, 
when considered in the closet, look specious and plausible, 
will not hold when they come to be tried in practice, and 
that this plan was one of them. The additional duties, said 
he, have never since been exacted. But, my lords, the very 
attempt to exact them utterly ruined the trade of the coun- 
try. They were imposed upon a visionary theory, formed in 
his own closet, and the result was exactly what might have 
been anticipated. Was it not an abominable thing in Mr. 
Hastings to withhold from the council the means of ascer- 
taining the real operation of his taxes ? He had no know- 
ledge of trade himself ; he cannot keep an account ; he has 
no memory. In fact, we find him a man possessed of no one 
quality fit for any kind of business whatever. We find him 
pursuing his own visionary projects, without knowing any- 
thing of the nature or the circumstances under which the 
trade of the country was earned on. These projects might 
have looked very plausible ; but when you come to examine 
the actual state of the trade, it is not merely a difference be- 
tween five and two per cent., but it becomes a different mode 
of estimating the commodity, and it amounts to five times aa 
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mncli as was paid before. AYe bring this as an exemplifica- 
tion of this cursed mode of arbitrary proceeding, a'nd tc 
show you bis total ignorance of tbe subject, and Ms total in- 
difference about tbe event of tbe measure be was pursuing. 
When be began to perceive his blunders, be never took any 
means whatever to put the new regulations, which these blun- 
ders bad made necessary, into execution, but be left all this 
mischievous project to rage in its full extent. 

I have shoivn your lordships how he managed the private 
property of tbe country, how be managed the government; 
and bow he managed tbe trade. I am now to call your lord- 
ships’ attention to some of the consequences wMcb have re- 
sulted from the instances of management, or rather gross 
mismanagement, which have been brought before you. Y our 
lordships will recollect that none of these violent and arbitrary 
measures, either in their conception or in the progress of their 
execution, were officially made known to the council. And you 
will observe, as we proved, that the same criminal concealment 
existed with respect to the fatal consequences of these acts. 

After the flight of Cheit Smg, the revenues were punctually 
paid by the naib Durbedgy Sing, month by month, kist by 
kist, until the month of Jiuy, and then, as the country had 
suffered some distress, the naib wished this kist or instalment 
to be thrown on the next month. You will ask, why he 
wished to burthen this month beyond the rest ? I reply, the 
reason was obvious ; the month of August is the last of the 
year, and he would at its expiration have the advantage of 
viewing the receipts of the whole year, and ascertaining the 
claim of the country to the remission of a part of tbe annual 
tribute which Mr. Hastmgs had promised, provided the in- 
stalments were paid regularly. It was well known to every- 
body that the country had suffered very considerably by the 
revolt, and by a drought which prevailed that year. The 
Eajah therefore expected to avail himself of Mr. Hastings’s 
flattering promise, and to save hy the delay the payment of 
one of the two kists. But mark the course that was taken ; 
the two kists were at once demanded at the end of the year, 
and no remission of tribute was allowed By the promise of 
remission, Mr. Hastings tacitly acknowledged that the Bajah 
was overhurthened ; and he admits that the payment of the 
July kist was postponed at the Eajah’s own desire. He must 
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have seen the Eajah’s motive for desiring delay, and he ought 
to have taken care that this poor man should not he oppressed 
and. ruined by this compliance with re(juests founded on such 
motives. 

So passed the year 1781. 'No complaints of arrears in 
Durhedgy Sing’s payments appear on record before the month 
of April, 1782 , and I wish your lordships seriously to advert 
to the circumstances attendmg the evidence respecting these 
arrears, which has been produced for the first time by the 
prisoner in his defence here at your bar. This evidence does 
not appear in the Company’s records ; it does not appear in 
the hook of the Benares correspondence ; it does not appear 
in any documents to which the Commons could have access ; 
it was unknown to the directors, unknown to the council ; 
unknown to the residents, Mr. Markham’s successors at Be- 
nares ; unknown to the searching and inquisitive eye of the 
Commons of Great Britain, This important evidence was 
drawn out of Mr. Markham’s pocket, m the presence of your 
lordships. It consists of a private correspondence which he 
carried on with Mr. Hastings, unknown to the council, after 
Durhedgy Sing had been appointed naib ; after the new go- 
vernment had been established, after Mr. Hastings had quitted 
that province, and had apparently wholly abandoned it ; and 
when there was no reason whatever why the correspondence 
should not he public. This private correspondence of Mr. 
Markham’s, now produced for the first time, is full of the bit- 
terest complaints against Durhedgy Sing. These clandestine 
complaints, these underhand means of accomplishing the 
rum of a man, without the knowledge of his true and proper 
judges, we produce to your lordships as a heavy aggravation 
of our charge, and as a proof of a wicked conspiracy to de- 
stroy the man. Bor if there was any danger of his falling 
into arrears when the heavy accumulated kists came upon 
him, the council ought to have known that danger; they 
ought to have known every particular of these complaints ; 
for Mr, Hastings had then carried into elFect his own plans. 

I ought to have particularly marked for your lordships’ 
attention this second era of clandestine correspondence be- 
tween Mr. Hastings and Mr Markham. It commenced after 
Mr. Hastings had quitted Benares, and had nothing to do 
with it hut as Governor- General : even after his extraordinary 
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and, as we contend, illegal power had completely expired, the 
same clandestine correspondence was earned on He* appa- 
rently considered Benares as his private property ; and just 
as a man acts with his private steward about his private 
estate, so he acted with the resident at Benares. He receives 
fi?om him and answers letters containing a series of com- 
plaints against Burhedgy Sing, which began in Aprd, and 
continued to the month of Hovemher, without making any 
public communication of them. He never laid one word of 
this correspondence before the council until the 29th of No- 
vember, and he had then completely settled the fate of this 
Durbedgy Sing. 

This clandestine correspondence we charge against him 
as an act of rebellion ; for he was bound to lay before the 
council the whole of his correspondence relative to the re- 
venue, and all the other affairs of the country. We charge it 
not only as rebellion against the orders of the Company and 
the laws of the land, but as a wicked plot to destroy this 
man, by depriving him of any opportunity of defending him- 
seff before the council, his lawful judges. I wish to impress 
it strongly on your lordships* minds, that neither the com- 
plaints of Mr. Markham nor the exculpations of Durbedgy 
Sing were ever made known till Mr. Markham w^as examined 
in this hall. 

The first intimation afforded the council of what had been 
going on at Benares, from April, 1782, at which time Mr. 
Markham says the complaints against Durbedgy Sing had 
risen to serious importance, was in a letter d^ted the 27th of 
November following This letter was sent to the council 
from Nia Serai, in the Ganges, where Mr. Hastings had re- 
tired for the benefit of the aor. Durmg the whole time he 
was in Calcutta, it does not appear upon the records that he 
had ever held any communication with the council upon the 
subject. The letter is in the printed minutes, page 298, and 
is as follows : ‘‘ The Governor- General — I desire the secretary 
to lay the accompanying letters from Mr Markham before 
the board, and request that orders may be immediately sent 
to him concerning the subjects contained in them. It may 
be necessary to inform the board, that on repeated informa- 
tion from Mr. Markham, which indeed was confirmed to me 
beyond a doubt by other channels, and by private assurances 
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wliicli I could trust, that the affairs of that province were 
likely to fall into the gr(^atest confusion from the misconduct 
of Bahoo Durhedgy Sing, whom I had appointed the naib ; 
fearing the dangerous consequences of a delay, and being at 
too great a distance to consult the members of the board, 
who I knew could repose that confidence m my local know- 
ledge as to admit of this occasiorial exercise of my own sepa- 
rate authority, I wrote to Mr. Markham the letter to which 
he alludes, dated the 29th of September last, of which I now 
lay before the board a copy. The first of the accompanying 
letters Jrom Mr. Markham arrived at a time when a severe 
return of my late illness obliged me, by the advice of my 
physicians, to leave Calcutta for the benefit of the country 
air, and prevented me from bringing it earlier before the no- 
tice of the board.” 

I have to remark upon this part of the letter, that he claims 
for himself an exercise of his own authority. He had now 
no delegation, and therefore no claim to separate authority. 
He was only a member of the board, obliged to do every- 
thing accormng to the decision of the majority, and yet he 
speaks of his own separate authority ; ai#i after compliment- 
ing himself, he requests its confirmation. The complaints 
of Mr. Markham had been increasing, growing, and multiply- 
ing upon him, from the month of April preceding, and he had 
never given the least intimation of it to the board until he 
wrote this letter. This was at so late a period that he then 
says, the time wnn’t wait for a remedy ; I am obliged to use 
my own separate authority : although he had had abundant 
time for laying the whole matter before the council. 

He next goes on to say, “ It had indeed been my inten- 
tion, but for the same cause, to have requested the instruc- 
tions of the board for the conduct of Mr. Markham, in the 
difficulties which he had to encounter immediately after the 
date of my letter to him; and to have recommended the 
substance of it, for an order to the board.” 

He seems to have promised Mr. Markham that, if the vio- 
lent act which Mr. Markham jiroposed, and which he, Mr. 
Hastings, ordered, was carried into execution, an authority 
should be procured from the board. He, however, did not 
get Mr. Markham such an authority. Why ? Because he 
was resolved, as he has told you, to act by his own separate 
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authority ; and because, as he has likewise told yon, that he 
disobeys the orders of the court of directors, and deS.es the 
laws of the country, as a signal of his authority. 

Now, what does he recommend to the board? That it 
will be pleased to conSrm the appointment w'-hieh Mr. Mark- 
ham made in obedience to his ind.mdual orders, as well as the 
directions which he had given him, to exact from Baboo 
Burbedgy Sing, with the utmost ngour, every rupee of the 
collections ; and either to confine him at Benares, or send 
him to Chunar, and imprison him there, until the whole of 
his arrears were paid up. Here then, my lords, you have, 
what plainly appears m every act of Mr. Hastings, a feeling 
of resentment for some personal injury. “ I feel myself,” 
says he, “ and may be allowed on such an occasion to acknow- 
ledge it, personally hurt at the ingratitude of this man, and 
the discredit which his ill conduct has thrown on my ap- 
pointment of him. The Bajah himself, scarcely arrived at 
the verge of manhood, was in understanding but little ad- 
vanced beyond the term of childhood , and it had been the 
policy of Cheit Sing to keep him equally secluded from the 
world and from harness.” This is the character Mr Hast- 
ings gives of a man whom he appointed to govern the 
country. He goes on to say of Burbedgy Sing : — “ As he 
was allowed a jaglnre of a very liberal amount, to enable 
bim to maintain a state and consequence, suitable both to the 
relation in which he stood to the Bajah and the high office 
which had been assigned to him, and sufficient also to free 
him from the temptation of little and mean peculations, it is 
therefore my opinion, and I recommend that Mr Markham 
he ordered to divest him of his jaghire, and reunite it to the 
malguzzary, or the land paying its revenue, through the 
Bajah, to the Company. 

“ The opposition made hy the Bajah and the old Bannee, 
both equally incapable of judging for themselves, do certainly 
originate from some secret influence, which ought to be 
checked by a decided and peremptory declaration of the au- 
thority of the hoard, and a denunciation of their displeasure 
at their presumption. If they can be induced to yield the 
appearance of a cheerful acquiescence in the new arrangement 
and to adopt it as a measure formed with their participation, 
it would be better than that it should be done by a declared 
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act of compulsion ; but at all events it ought to be done.” 
My loi^ds, it bad been already done ; the naib 'was dismissed; 
be" was imprisoned ; bis jagbire was confiscated , all these 
things were done by Mr Hastings’s orders. He had resolved 
to take the whole upon himself; be bad acted upon that 
resolution before be addressed this letter to the board 

ThuSy ray lords, was this unhappy man punished without 
any previous trial, or any charges, except the complaints of 
Mr. Markham, and some other private information which Mr. 
Hastings said he had received Before the poor object of 
these complaints could make up his accounts, before a single 
step was taken, judicially or officially, to convict him of any 
crime, he was sent to prison, and his private estates confis- 
cated. 

My lords, the Commons of Great Britain claim from you, 
that no man shall be imprisoned till a regular charge is made 
against him, and the accused fairly heard in Ins defence. 
They claim from you, that no man shall be imprisoned on a 
matter of account, until the account is settled between the 
parties. And claiming this, we do say, that the prisoner's 
conduct towards Durbedgy Sing was illegal, unjust, violent, 
and oppressive. The imprisonment of this man was clearly 
illegal on the part of Mr Hastings, as he acted without the 
authority of the council, and doubly oppressive, as the impri- 
soned man was thereby disabled from settlmg his account 
with the numberless sub-accountants whom he had to deal 
with in the collection of the revenue 

Having now done with these wicked, flagitious, abandoned, 
and abominable acts, I shall proceed to the extraordinary 
powers given by Mr Hastings to his instrument, Mr. Mark- 
ham, who was employed in perpetrating these acts, and to. 
the very extraordinary instructions which he gave this in- 
strument for his conduct in the execution of the power in- 
trusted to him. In a letter to Mr Markham, he says, “ I need 
not tell yon, my dear sir, that I possess a very high opinion 
of your abilities, and that I repose tbe utmost confidence in 
your integrity.” He might have had reason for both, hut he 
scarcely left to Mr. Markham the use of either. He arbitra- 
rily imposed upon him the tasks which he wished him to 
execute, and he engaged to bear out bis acts by his own 
power. “Broin your long residence at Benares,” says he, 
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“and from the part you have had in the business, of that 
zemmdary, you must certainly best know the men who are 
most capable and deserrmg of public employment. Prom 
among these I authorize you to nominate a naib to the Eajah, 
in the room of Purbedgy Sing, whom, on account of his ill 
conduct, I think it necessary to dismiss from that office. It 
will be hardly necessary to except Oossaun Sing from the 
description of men to whom I have limited your choice, yet 
it may not be improper to apprize you, that I will, on no 
terms, consent to his being naib. In formmg the arrange- 
ments consequent upon this new appointment, I request you 
will, as far as you can with propriety, adopt those which were 
in use during the life of Bulwant Sing ; so far, at least, as to 
have distinct offices for distinct purposes, independent of each 
other, and with proper men at the head of each ; so that one 
office may detect or prevent any abuses or irregularities in 
the others, and together form a system of reciprocal checks. 
Upon that principle I desire you will in particular estabhsh, 
under whatever names, one office of receipts, and another of 
treasury ; the officers of both must be responsible for the 
truth and regularity of their respective accounts, but not sub- 
ject in the statement of them to the control or interference of 
the Bajah or naib ; nor should they be removable at pleasure, 
but for manifest misconduct only. At the head of one or 
other of these offices I could wish to see the late Boxey 
Bogoober Dyah; his conduct in his former office, his behaviour 
on the revolt of Cheit Sing, and particularly at the fall of 
Bidjigur, together with his general character, prove bun 
worthy of employment and of the notice of onr government. 
It IS possible that he may have objections to holding an office 
under the present Bajah ; offer him one, however, and let him 
know that yon do so by my directions.” Be then goes on 
to say, “Do not wholly neglect the Bajah; consult with him 
in appearance, but in appearance only. Bis situation requires 
that you should do that much ; but his youth and inexperi- 
ence forbid that you should do more,” 

You see, my lords, he has completely put the whole go- 
vernment into the hands of a man who had no name, character, 
or official situation, but that of the Company’s resident 
at that place Let ns now see what is the office of a resident. 
It is to reside at the court of the native prince, to give 
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the eoHUcil notice of the ti’anaactions that are going on 
there, and to take care that the tribute be regularly paid, kist 
by kist ; but we have seen that Mr. Markham, the resident 
at Eenares, was invested by Mr. Hastings with supreme au- 
thority on this unhappy country. He was to name whoever 
he pleased to its government, with the exception of Oossaun 
Smg, and to drive out the person who had possessed it under 
an authority which could only be revoked by the council. 
Thus Mr. Hastings delegated to Mr. Markham an authority 
which he himself did not really possess, and which could 
only be legally exercised through the medium of the 
council. 

"With respect to Hurbedgy Sing, he adds, — He has dis- 
honoured my choice of him.” My choice of him 1 “ It now 

only remains to guard against the ill effects of his miscon- 
duct, to detect and punish it. To this end I desire that the 
officers to be appointed in consequence of these instructions 
do, with as much accuracy and expedition as possible, make out 
an account of the receipts, disbursements, and transactions of 
Hurbedgy Sing, during the time he has acted as naib of the 
zemindary of Benares ; and I desire you will, in my name, 
assure him, that unless he pays at the limited time every 
rupee of the revenue due to the Company, his life shall answer 
for the default. I need not caution you to provide against 
his flight, and the removal of his effects ” He here says, my 
lords, that he will detect and punish him ; but the first thing 
he does, without any detection, even before the accounts he 
talks of are made up, and ivithout knowing whether he has 
got the money or not, he declares that he wull have every 
rupee paid at the time, or otherwise the naib’s life shall pay 
for it 

Is this the language of a British governor ; of a person 

3 ointed to govern, hy law, nations subject to the dominion 
under the protection of this kingdom ? Is he to order a 
man to be first imprisoned and deprived of his property , then 
for an inquiry to be made, and to declare, during that inquiry, 
that if every rupee of a presumed embezzlement be not paid 
up, the life of his victim shall answer for it ? And accord- 
ingly this man’s life did answer for it, as I have already had 
occasion to mention to your lordships. 

I will now read Mr. Markham’s letter to the council, in 
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wMch lie enters into the charges against Durhedgy, Sing, 
after this nnhappy man had been imprisoned. 

Benares, 24ith of October, 1782 — “ I am sorry that my duty 
obliges me to mention to yonr bonourable hoard my appre- 
hensions of a severe loss accruing to the honourable Company, 
if Baboo Durbedgy Sing is continued in the naibut during 
the present year. I ground my fears on the knowledge I 
bad of his rciismanagement ; the bad choice he has made of 
bis aumils ; the mistrust which they have of him ; and the 
several complaints which have been preferred to me by the 
ryotts of almost every pergunnah in the zemindary. I did 
not choose to waste the time of your honourable board in 
listening to my representations of his inattention to the com- 
plaints of oppression which were made to him by his ryotts, 
as X hoped that a letter he received from the honourable G-o- 
vern or- General would have had weight sufficient to have made 
him more regular in his business, and more careful of his 
son’s interest.” 

My lords, think of the condition of your government in 
India I Here is a resident at Benares exercising power not 
given to him by virtue of his office, but given only by the 
private orders of the prisoner at your bar. And what is it he 
does ? He says, he did not choose to trouble the council 
with a particular account of his reasons for removing a man 
who possessed a high office under their immediate appoint- 
ment. The council was not to know them : he did not 
choose to waste the time of their honourable board in listening 
to the complaints of the people. Ho ; the honourable board 
is not to have its time wasted in that improper manner ; 
therefore, without the least inquiry or inquisition, the man 
must be imprisoned, and deprived of his office : he must have 
all his property confiscated, and be threatened with the loss 
of his life 

These are crimes, my lords, for which the Commons of 
Great Britain knock at the breasts of your consciences, and 
call for justice. They would think themselves dishonoured 
for ever, if they had not brought these crimes before your 
lordships, and with the utmost energy demanded your 
vindictive justice, to the fullest extent in which it can be 
rendered. 

But there are some aggravatir^ circumstances in these 
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crimes, wbicli I have not yet stated. It appears that this 
unhappy and injured man was, without any solicitation of 
his own, placed in a situation, the duties of which even Mr, 
Hastings considered it impossible for him to execute. In- 
stead of supporting him with the countenance of the su- 
preme government, Mr, Hastings did everything to lessen 
his weight, his consequence, and authority. And when the 
business of the collection became embarrassed, without any 
fault of his, that has ever yet been proved, Mr, Markham in- 
stituted an inquiry. What kind of inquiry it was that would 
or could be made, your lordships will judge. While this was 
going on, Mr. Markham tells you that in consequence of or- 
ders which he had received, he first put him into a gentle 
confinement. Tour lordships know what that confinement 
was ; and you know what it is for a man of his rank to be 
put into any confinement. We have shown he was thereby 
incapable of transacting business. His life had been threat- 
ened, if he should not pay in the balance of his accounts 
within a short limited time; still he was subjected to con- 
finement while he had money accounts to settle with the 
whole country. Could a man in gaol, dishonoured and repro- 
bated, take effectual means to recover the arrears which he 
was called upon to pay ? Could he, in such a situation, re- 
cover the money which was unpaid to him, in such an exten- 
sive district as feenares ? Tet Mr. Markham tells the coun- 
cil, he thought proper “ that Durbedgy Sing should be put 
under a gentle confinement, until I shall receive your hon- 
ourable board’s orders for any future measures.” Thus Mr. 
Markham, without any orders from the council, assumed an 
authority to do that which we assert a resident at Benares 
had no right to do ; but to which he was instigated by Mr. 
Hastings’s recommendation that Durbedgy Smg should be 
prevented from flight 

I^'ow, my lords, was it to be expected that a man of Dur- 
bedgy Sing’s rank should sufter these hardships and indigni- 
ties, and at the same time kiss the rod and say, I have 
deserved it all ? We know that all mankind revolts at op- 
pression, if it be real. We know that men do not willingly 
submit to punishment, just or unjust ; and we find that Dur- 
bedgy Sing had near relatives, who used for his relief all the 
power which was left them, — ^that of remonstrating with his 
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oppressors. Two arzies, or petitions, were presented -to tlie 
council, of which we shall firat call your lordships* attention 
to one from the dowager princess of Benares, in favour of 
her child and of her family. 

Brom the Baunee, widow of Bulwant Sing, received the 
15th of December, 1782 : — “ I and my children have no hopes 
but from your highness, and our honour and rank are be- 
stowed by you. — ^Mr. Markham, from the advice of my ene- 
mies, having protected the farmers, would not permit the 
balances to be collected Baboo Durbedgy Sing frequently 
before desired that gentleman to show his resentment agamst 
the people who owed balances, that the balances might he 
collected, and to give ease to his mind for the present year, 
conformably to the requests signed by the presence, that he 
might complete the bundobust. But that gentleman would 
not listen to him ; and having appomted a mutseddy and 
taveeldar, emploj^s them in the collections of the year, and 
sent two companies of sepoys and arrested Baboo Durbedgy 
Sing upon this charge, that he had secreted m his house 
many lacks of rupees from the collections, and he carried the 
mutseddies and treasurer with their papers to his own pre- 
sence. He neither ascertained this matter by proofs, nor 
does he complete the balance of the sircar from the jaidaads 
of the balances ; right or wrong, he is resolved to destroy 
our lives. As we have no asylum or hope except from your 
highness, and as the Almighty has formed your mind to be 
a distributer of justice in these times, I therefore hope from 
the benignity of your highness that you will mquire and do 
justice in this matter, and that an aumeen may be appointed 
from the presence, that having discovered the crimes or inno- 
cence of Baboo Durbedgy Smg he may report to the pre- 
sence. Eurther particulars will be made known to your high- 
ness by the arzie of my son, Bajah Mehipnarain Bahader.” 

Arzie from Rajah Mehipnarain Bahader, received 15th 
December, 1782. — “ I before this had the honour of address- 
ing several arzies to your presence, but from my unfortunate 
state not one of them has been perused by your highness, 
that my situation might be fully learnt by you. The case is 
this ; Mr Markham, from the advice of my enemies, havings 
occasioned several kinds of losses, and given protection to 
those w'ho owed balances, prevented the balance from being 
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eollectied ; for this reason, that, the money not being paid in 
time, the Baboo might be convicted of inability. Brom this 
reason all the owners of balances refused to pay the malwa- 
Jib of the sircar. Before this the Baboo had frequently de- 
sired that gentleman to show his resentment against the 
persons who owed the balances, that the balances might be 
paid, and that his mind might be at ease for the present year, 
so that the bundobust of the present year might be completed ; 
adding, that if next year such kmds of injuries and protec- 
tion of the farmers were to happen, he should not be able to 
support it.” 

I am here to remark to your lordships, that the last of these 
petitions begins by statmg, “ I before this have had the hon- 
our of addressing several arzies to your presence ; but, from 
my unfortunate state, not one of them has been perused by 
your highness.” My lords, if there is any one right secured 
tn the subject, it is that of presenting a petition, and having 
that petition noticed. This right grows in importance in 
proportion to the power and despotic nature of the govern- 
ments to which the petitioner is subject. Eor where there 
is no so rt of remedy from any fixed la ws , notlimF"fem ain3 
" llKrtrctJmpIaint, and prayers, and petitiogg " This was tHe case 
in Benares, for Mr Hastings had deSroyed every trace of 
law, leaving only the police of the single city of Benares. 
Still we find this complaint, prayer, and petition was not the 
first, but only one of many which Mr. Hastings took no no- 
tice of entirely despised, and never would suffer to be pro- 
duced to the council ; which never knew anything, until this 
bundle of papers came before them, of the compMnt of Mr. 
Markham against Durbedgy Sing, or of the complaint of 
Burbedgy Sing against Mr Markh^am. 

Observe, my lords, the person that put Durbedgy Sing in 
prison was Mr. Markham ; while the complaint in the arzie 
is, that Mr. Markham was himself the cause of the very 
failure for which he imprisoned him. IS’ow what was the 
conduct of Mr. Hastmgs, as judge ? He has two persons 
before him ; the one in the ostensible care of the revenue of 
the country ; the other his own agent, acting under his au- 
thority, The first is accused by the second, of default in hia 
payments : the latter is complained of by the former, who 
says, that the occasion of the accusation had been furnished 



WAEEEK HASTI2fOS, ESQ. 


83 


by Mm tbe accuser. The judge, instead of granting redress, 
dismisses the complaints against Mr, Markham with repre- 
hension, and sends the complainant to rot in prison, without 
making one inquiry, or giving himself the trouble of stating 
to Mr. Markham the complaints against him, and desiring 
him to clear himself from them. My lords, if there were 
nothing but this to mark the treacherous and perfidious na- 
ture of his conduct, this would be sufficient. 

In this state of things, Mr. Hastings thus writes : — “ To 
Mr. Markham. The measures which you have taken with 
Baboo Durbedgy Sing are perfectly right and proper, so far 
as they go, and w'e now direct that you exact from him, 
with the utmost ngour, every rupee of the collections which 
It shall appear that he has made, and not brought to account, 
and either confine him at Benares or send him prisoner to 
Chunar, and keep him in confinement until he shall have 
discharged the whole of the amount due from him.” He 
here employs the very person against whom the complaint is 
made, to imprison the complainant. He approves the con- 
duct of Ms agent, without having heard his defence, and 
leaves him at his option to keep his victim a prisoner at 
Benares, or to imprison him in the fortress of Chunar, the 
infernal place to which he sends the persons whom he has 
a mind to extort money from. 

Your lordships will be curious to know how this debt of 
Durbedgy Sing stood at the time of his imprisonment. I 
will state the matter to your lordships briefly and in plain 
language, referring you for the particulars of the account to 
the papers which are in your mmutes. It appears from them, 
that towards the end of the yearly account in 1782, a kist, or 
payment of eight lacks (about £80,000), the balance of the 
annual tribute, was due. In part of this Mst, Durbedgy Sing 
paid two lacks (£20,000). Of the remaining six lacks 
(£60,000), the outstanding debts in tbe country due to the 
revenue, but not collected by the naib, amounted to four lacks 
(£40,000). Thus far the account is not controverted by the 
accusing party ; but Mr. Markham asserts, that he shall bo 
able to prove that tbe naib bad also actually received tbe 
other two lacks (£20,000) ; and consequently wras an actual 
defaulter to that amount, and bad upon tbe whole suffered 
annual tribute to fall six lacks in arrear. The naib de- 
a 2 
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Hies the receipt of the two lacks just mentioned, and chal- 
lenges inquiry ; hut no inquiries appear to have been made, 
and to this hour Mr. Markham has produced no proof of the 
fact. With respect to the arrear of the tribute money which 
appeared on the balance of the whole account, the naib de- 
fended himself by alleging the distresses of the country, the 
diminution of his authority, and the want of support from 
the supreme government in the collection of the revenues ; 
and he asserts, that he has assets sufficient, if time and 
power be allowed him for collecting them, to discharge the 
whole balance due to the Company. The immediate pay- 
ment of the whole balance was demanded, and Durbedgy 
Smg, unable to comply with the demand, was sent to prison. 
Thus stood the business when Mr. Markham, soon after he 
had sent the naib to prison, quitted the Tesidency ; he was 
succeeded hy Mr. Benn, who acted exactly upon the same 
prmciple He declares, that the six lacks demanded were 
not demanded upon the prmciple of its having been actually 
collected by him, but upon the principle of his having agreed 
to pay it. We have, say Mr. Hastings’s agents to the naib, 
we have a Jew’s bond. If it is in your bond, we will 
have it, or we will have a pound of your flesh , whether you 
have received it or not, is no business of ours. About this 
time some hopes were entertamed hy the resident that the 
naib’s personal exertions in collecting the arrears of the tri- 
bute might be useful. These hopes procured him a short 
liberation from his confinement. He was let out of prison, 
and appears to have made another payment of half a lack oi 
rupees. Still the terms of the bond were insisted on, al- 
though hir. Hastings had allowed that these terms were ex- 
travagant, and only one lack and a half of the money which 
had feen actually received remamed unpaid. One would 
think that common charity, that common decency, that com- 
mon regard to the decorum of life, would, under such cir- 
cumstances, have hindered Mr. Hastings from imprisoning 
him again. But, my lords, he was imprisoned again. He 
continued in prison till Mr Hastings quitted the country ; 
and there he soon after died, — a victim to the enormous op- 
pression which has been detailed to your lordships. 

It appears that, in the mean tune, the residents had been 
using other means for recovering the balance due to the Com- 
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pany. The family of the Eajah had not been paid one shil- 
ling of the £605000 allowed for their maintenance. They 
were obliged to mortgage their own hereditary estates for 
their support, while the residents confiscated all the property 
of Durbedgy Sing. Of the money thus obtained, what ac- 
count has been given ? None, my lords, none. It must, 
therefore, have been disposed of in some abominably corrupt 
way or other, while this miserable victim of Mr. Hastings 
was left to perish m a prison, after he had been elevated to 
the highest rank in the country. 

But, without doubt, they found abundance of effects after 
his death ? No, my lords ; they did not find anything. They 
ransacked his house ; they examined all his accounts, every 
paper that he had, in and out of prison. They searched and 
scrutinized everything. They had every penny of his for- 
tune, and I believe, though 1 cannot with certainty know, 
that the man died insolvent : and it was not pretended that 
he had ever applied to his own use any part of the Com- 
pany’s money. 

Thus Durbed^_ Sing is gone ; this tragedy is finished ; a 
second Eajah of Benares has been destroyed. I do not speak 
of that miserable puppet who was said by Mr. Hastings to 
be in a state of childhood when arrived at manhood ; but of 
the person who represented the dignity of the family. He 
IS gone ; he is swept away ; and in his name, in the name of 
this devoted Durbedgy Smg, in the name of his afflicted 
family, in the name of the people of the country, thus op- 
pressed by a usurped authority, in the name of all these, re- 
specting whom justice has been thus outraged, we call upon 
your lordships for justice. 

"We are now at the commencement of a new order of 
things. Mr. Markham had been authorized to appoint who- 
ever he pleased as naib, with the exception of Oossaun Sing. 
He accordingly exercises this power, and chooses a person 
called dagger Deo Sing. TVora the time of the confinement 
of Durbedgy Sing to the time of this man’s being put into 
the government, in whose hands were the revenues of the 
country ? Mr. Markham himself has told you, at your bar, 
that they were in liis hands : that he was the person who 
not only named this man, but that he had the sole manage- 
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ment of tlie revenues ; and lie was, of course, answerable for 
them all that time. The nominal title of zemindar was still 
left to the miserable pageant who held it ; but even the very 
name soon fell entirely out of use. It is in evidence before 
your lordships, that his name is not even so much as men- 
tioned m the proceedings of the government ; and that the 
person who really governed was not the ostensible dagger 
Deo Sing, but Mr Markham. The government, therefore, 
was taken completely and entirely out of the hands of the 
person who had a legal right to administer it ; out of the 
hands of his guardians ; out of the hands of his mother ; out 
of the hands of his nearest relations ; and, in short, of aU. 
those who in the common course of things ought to have been 
entrusted with it. Drom all such persons I say it was taken, 
and where, my lords, was it deposited ? Why, in the hands 
of a man of whom we know nothing, and of whom we never 
heard anything, before we heard that Mr. Markham of his 
own usurped authority, authorized by the usurped authority 
of Mr Hastings, without the least communication with the 
council, had put him in possession of that country. 

Mr. Markham himself, as I have just said, administered the 
revenues alone, without the smallest authority for so doing, 
without the least knowledge of the council, till dagger Deo 
Sing was appointed naib. Did he then give up his author- 
ity ? ISTo such thing. AIL the measures of dagger Deo Sing’s 
government were taken with the concurrence and joint man- 
agement of Mr. Markham. He conducted the whole ; the 
settlements were made, the leases and agreements with farm- 
ers all regulated by him. I need not tell you, I believe, that 
d agger Deo Sing was not a person of very much anthority in 
the- case : your lordships would laugh at me if 1 said he was. 
The revenue arrangements were, I firmly believe, regulated 
and made by Mr. Markham. But whether they were or 
were not, it comes to the same thing. If they were impro- 
perly made and improperly conducted, Mr. Hastings is re- 
sponsible for the whole of the mismanagement, for he gave 
the entire control to a person who had little experience, 
who was young in the world (and this is the excuse I wish 
to make for a gentleman of that age). He appointed him, 
and gave him at large a discretionary authority to name whom 
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he pleased to he the ostensible naib ; but we know that he 
took the principal part himself in all his settlements and in 
all his proceedings. 

Soon after the naib had been thns appointed and instructed 
by Mr. Markham, he settled under his directions the ad- 
ministration of the country. Mr. Markham then desires 
leave from Mr. Hastings to go down to Calcutta I imagine 
he never returned to Benares; he comes to Europe; and 
here end the acts of this viceroy and delegate. 

Let ns now begin the reign of Mr. Benn and Mir. Eowke. 
These gentlemen had just the same power delegated to them 
that Mr. Markham possessed, not one jot less that I know of ; 
and they were therefore responsible, and ought to have been 
called to an account by hfir. Hastmgs, for every part of their 
proceedings. I will not give you my own account of the 
reign of these gentlemen , but I will read to you what Mr. 
Hastings has thought proper to represent the state of the 
people to be under their government. This course will save 
your lordships time and trouble, for it will nearly supersede 
all observations of mine upon the subject. I hold in my 
hand Mr. Hastings’s representation of the effects produced 
by a government which was conceived by himself, carried 
into effect hy himself, and illegally invested by him with ille- 
gal powers, wathout any security or responsibility of any 
kind. Hear, I say, what an account Mr. Hastings gave, 
when he afterwards went up to Benares upon another wicked 
project, and think what ought to have been his feelings as he 
looked upon the ruin he had occasioned. Think of the con- 
dition in which he saw Benares the first day he entered it. 
He then saw it beautiful, ornamented, rich ; an object that 
envy would have shed tears over for its prosperity — that hu- 
manity would have beheld with eyes glistening with joy for 
the comfort and happiness which were there enjoyed by man : 
— a country flourishing in cultivation to such a degree, that 
the soldiers were obliged to march in single files through the 
fields of com, to avoid damaging them ; a country in which 
Mr. Stables has stated, that the villages were thick beyond 
all expression ; a country where the people pressed round 
their sovereign, as Mr. Stables also told yon, with joy, tri- 
umph, and satisfaction. Such was the country ; and m such 
a state and under such a master was it when he first saw it. 
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See what it now is under Warren Hastings ; see what it is 
ander 'the British government ; and then judge whether the 
Commons are or are not right in pressmg the subject upon 
your lordships for your decision ; and letting you and all this 
great auditory know what sort of a criminal you have before 
you, who has had the impudence to represent to your lord- 
ships at your bar that Benares is in a flourishing condition, 
in defiance of the evidence which we have under his own 
hands ; and who, in all the false papers that have been circu- 
lated to debauch the public opmion, has stated, that we, the 
Commons, have given a false representation as to the state of 
the country under the English government. 

Lucknow, the 2nd of April, 1784. Addressed to the honour- 
able Edward AVTieler, Esq., &c. Signed Warren Hastings It 
is in page 306 of the prmted minutes. — “ G-entlemen, — Hav- 
ing contrived by making forced stages, while the troops of 
my escort marched at the ordmary rate, to make a stay of 
five days at Benares, I was thereby furmshed with the means 
of acquiring some knowledge of the state of the province, 
which I am anxious to communicate to you ; mdeed the in- 
quiry, which was in a great degree obtruded upon me, affect- 
ed me with very mortifying reflections on my own inabih- 
ty to apply it to any useful purpose. Erom the confines of 
Buxar to Benares I was followed and fatigued by the clamours 
of the discontented inhabitants. It was what I expected in a 
degree, because it is rare that the exercise of authority should 
prove satisfactory to aU who are the objects of it The dis- 
tresses which were produced by the long-continued drought 
unavoidably tended to heighten the general discontent ; yet I 
have reason to fear that the cause existed principally in a de- 
fective, if not a corrupt and oppressive, admmistration. Of a 
multitude of petitions which were presented to me, and of 
which I took minutes, every one that did not relate to a per- 
sonal grievance continued the representation of one and the 
same species of oppression, which is in its nature of an influ- 
ence most fatal to the future cultivation. The practice to 
which I allude is this, — it is affirmed that the aumils and 
renters exact from the proprietors of the actual harvest a 
large increase in kind on their stipulated rent, that is, from 
those who hold their pottahs by the tenure of paying one- 
half of the produce of their crops, either the whole without a 
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subterfuge, or a large proportion of it by false measucerDent 
or other pretexts ; and from those \vhose engagements are for 
a fixed rent m money, the half or a greater proportion is 
taken in kind ; this is m effect a tax upon the industry of the 
inhabitants, since there is scarcely a field of grain in the pro- 
vince, I might say not one, which has not been preserved by 
the incessant labour of the cultivator, by digging wells fortheir 
supply or watering them from the wells of Marisonry with 
which this country abounds, or from the neighbourmg tanks, 
nvers, and nullahs. The people who imposed on themselves 
this voluntary and extraordmary labour, and not unattended 
with expense, did it in the expectation of reaping the profits 
of it ; and it is as certain that they would not have done it, 
if they had known that their rulers, from whom they were 
entitled to an indemnification, would take from them what 
they had so hardly earned , if the same administration con- 
tinues, and the country shall again labour under a want of the 
natural rains, every field will be abandoned, the revenue fail, 
and thousands perish through the want of subsistence ; for 
who will labour for the sole benefit of others and to make 
himself the subject of vexation? These practices are not 
to be imputed to the aumils employed in the districts, but to 
the naib himself. The avowed principle on w'hich he acts, 
and which he acknowledged to*myself, is, that the whole 
sum fixed for the revenue of the provmce must be collected, 
and that for this purpose the deficiency arising in places 
where the crops have failed, or which have been left uncul- 
tivated, must be supplied from the resources of others where 
the soil has been better suited to the season, or the indus- 
try of the cultivators more successfully exerted ; a principle 
which, however specious and plausible it may at first appear, 
certainly tends to the most pernicious and destructive conse- 
quences. If this declaration of the naib had been made only 
to myself, I might have doubted my construction of it ; but it 
was repeated by him to Mr. Anderson, who understood it 
exactly in the same sense. In the management of the cus- 
toms, the conduct of the naib, or of the officers under him, 
was forced also upon my attention. The exorbitant rates 
exacted by an arbitrary valuation of the goods ; the practice 
of exacting duties twice on the same goods, first from the 
seller and afterwards from the buyer ; and the vexatious 
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disputes and delays drawn on the merchants hy these op- 
pressions, were loudly complained of ; and some instance 
of this hind were said to exist at the very time when I 
was in Benares. Under such circumstances we are not to 
wonder if the merchants of foreign countries are discour- 
aged from resorting to Benares, and if the commerce of that 
province should annually decay. 

“ Other evils or imputed evils have accidentally come to 
my knowledge, which I will not now particularize, as I hope 
that, with the assistance of the resident, they may he in part 
corrected; one, however, I must mention, because it has 
been 'verified by my own observation, and is of that kind 
which ireflects an unmerited reproach on our general and na- 
tional character. ’When I was at Buxar, the resident at my 
desire enjoined the naib to appoint creditable people to every 
town through which our route lay, to persuade and encour- 
age the mhabitants to remain in their houses, promising to 
give them guards as I approached, and they required it for 
their protection ; and that he might perceive how earnest I 
was for his observance of this precaution (which I am cer- 
tain was faithfully delivered), I repeated it to him in person, 
and dismissed him, that he might precede me for that pur- 
pose ; but to my great disappointment, I found every place 
through which I passed abandoned ; nor had there been a 
man left m any of them for their protection. I am sorry to 
add, that from Buxar to the opposite boundary, I have seen 
nothing but the traces of complete devastation in every vil- 
lage, whether caused by the followers of the troops which 
have lately passed, for their natural relief, and I know not 
whether my own may not have had their share, or from the 
apprehension of the inhabitants left to themselves, and of 
themselves deserting their houses. I wish to acquit my own 
countrymen of the blame of these unfavourable appearances ; 
and in my own heart I do acquit them ; for at one encamp- 
ment, near a large village called Derrara, in the pergunnah 
of Zemaneea, a crowd of people came to me. complaining that 
their former aumil, who was a native of the place, and had 
long been established in authority over them, and whose 
custom it had been, whenever any troops passed, to remain 
in person on the spot, for their protection, having been re- 
moved, the new aumil, on the approach of any military de- 
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tacTiment, Bimself first fled from tlie place, and tlie inhabit- 
ants, having no one to 'vrhom they could apply for redress, 
or for the representation of their grievances, and being thus 
remediless, fled also ; so that their houses and effects became 
a prey to any person who chose to plunder them. The ge- 
neral conclusion appeared to me an inevitable consequence 
&om such a state of facts, and my o'svn senses bore testimony 
to it in this specific instance ; nor do I know how it is pos- 
sible for any officer commanding a military party, how atten- 
tive soever he may be to the discipline and forbearance of 
his people, to prevent disorders, when there is neither oppo- 
sition to hinder, nor evidence to deter them. These, and 
many other irregularities, I impute solely to the naib ; and I 
thint it my duty to recommend his instant removal. I would 
myself have dismissed him, had the control of this province 
come within the line of my powers, and have established such 
regulations and checks as would have been most likely to 
prevent the like irregularities. I have said checks, because, 
unless there is some visible influence, and a powerful and 
able one, impended over the head of the manager, no system 
can avail. The nest appointed may prove, from some defect, 
as unfit for the office as the present ; for the choice is limited 
to few, without experience to guide it. The first was of my 
owm nommation ; his merits and qualifications stood in equal 
balance with my knowledge of those who might have been 
the candidates for the office : but he was the father of the 
Eajah, and the affinity sunk the scale wffiolly in his favour ; 
for who could be so fit to be entrusted with the charge of 
his son’s interest, and the new credit of the rising family ? 
He deceived my expectations. Another was recommended 
hy the resident, and at my instance the hoard appointed him. 
This was dagger Deo Sing, the present naib. 1 knew him 
not, and the other members of the board as little. 

“ "While Mr. Markham remained in office, of whom, as his 
immediate patron, he may have stood in awe, I am told that 
he restrained his natural disposition, which has been describ- 
ed to me as rapacious, unfeeling, haughty, and to an extreme 
vindictive. I cannot avoid remarking, that, excepting the 
city of Benares itself, the province depending upon it is in 
effect without a government, the naib exercising only a de- 
pendent jurisdiction without a prmcipal. The Bajah is 
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withoiit authority, and oven his name disused in the official 
instruments issued or taken by the manager. The repre- 
sentation of his situation shall be the subject of another 
letter ; I have made this already too long, and shall confine 
it to the single subject for the communication of which it 
was begun. This permit me to recapitulate. The adminis- 
tration of the province is misconducted, and the people op- 
pressed ; trade discouraged, and the revenue, though said to 
he exceeded in the actual collections by many lacks (for I 
have a minute account of it, which states the net amount, 
includmg jaghires, as something more than fifty-one lacks), 
in danger of a rapid dechne, from the violent appropriation 
of its means ; the naib or manager is unfit for his offi.ce ; a 
new manager is req^nired, and a system of official control, in 
a word, a constitution ; for neither can the board extend its 
superintending powers to a district so remote from its ob- 
servation, nor has it delegated that authority to the resident, 
who is merely the representative of government, and the re- 
ceiver of its revenue m the last process of it ; nor indeed 
would it he possible to render him wholly so, for reasons 
which I may hereafter detail.’ ’ 

My lords, yon have now heard, — ^not from the managers, 
— not from records of office, — not from witnesses at your 
bar, — ^but from the ]^risoner himself, the state of the country 
of Benares, from the time that Mr. Hastings and his dele- 
gated residents had taken the management of it. My lords, 
it is a proof, beyond all other proof, of the melancholy state 
of the country, in which, by attempting to exercise usurped 
and arbitrary power, all power and all authority become ex- 
tinguished, complete anarchy takes place, and nothing of go- 
vernment appears but the means of robbing and ravaging, with 
an utter indisposition to take one step for the protection of 
the people. 

Think, my lords, what a triumphal progress it was for a 
British governor, from one extremity of the province to the 
other (for so he has stated it), to be pursued by the cries of 
an oppressed and ruined people, where they dared to appear 
before him ; and when they did not dare to appear, fiying 
from every place ; even the very magistrates being the first 
to fly ! Think, my lords, that when these unhappy people 
saw the appearance of a British soldier, they fled as from a 
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pestilence ; and then think, that these were the people who 
laboured in the manner which you have just heard ; who dug 
their own webs ; whose country would not produce anything 
but from the indefatigable industry of its inhabitants , and 
that such a meritorious, such an industnous people should 
be subjected to such a cursed anarchy, under pretence of reve- 
nue ; to such a cursed tyranny, under the pretence of govern- 
ment I 

But J agger Deo Sing was unfit for his office. — How dared 
you to appoint a man unfit for his office ? — Oh, it signified 
little, without their having a constitution. — Why did you 
destroy the official constitution that existed before ? How 
dared you to destroy those establishments which enabled the 
people to dig wells and to cultivate the country hke a garden, 
and then to leave the whole in the hands of your arbitrary 
and wicked residents and their instruments, chosen without 
the least idea of government, and without the least idea of 
protection ? G-od has sometimes converted wickedness into 
madness ; and it is to the credit of human reason that men 
who are not in some degree mad are never capable of being 
in the highest degree wicked. The human faculties and 
reason are in such cases deranged , and, therefore, this man 
has been dragged by the just vengeance of Providence to 
make Ins own madness the discoverer of his own wicked, 
perfidious, and cursed machinations m that devoted country. 

Think, my lords, of what he says respecting the military. 
He says, there is no restrauung them, that they pillage the 
country wherever they go. But had not Mr Hastings him- 
self just before encouraged tbe military to pillage the coun- 
try ? Did be not make tbe people’s resistance, when the 
soldiers attempted to pillage them, one of the crimes of Cheit 
Sing ? And who would dare to obstruct the military in their 
abominable ravages, when they knew that one of the articles 
of Oheit Sing’s impeachment was his having suffered the 
people of the country, when plundered by these wicked 
soldiers, to return injury for injury, and blow for blow ? 
When they saw, I say, that these were the things for which 
Cheit Sing was sacrificed, there was manifestly nothing left 
for them but flight. What ! fljr from a Governor- General ? 
You would expect he was bearmg to the country, upon his 
balmy and healing wings, the cure of all its disorders and of 
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all its. distress. "No ; they knew him too well ; they knew 
him to be the destroyer of the country ; they knew him to 
he the destroyer of their sovereign, the destroyer of the per- 
sons whom he had appointed to govern under him; they 
knew that neither governor, sub-governor, nor subject could 
injoy a moment’s security while he possessed supreme power. 
This was the state of the country ; and this the Commons of 
England call upon your lordships to avenge. 

Let us now see what is next done by the prisoner at your 
bar. He is satisfied with simply removing from his office 
dagger Deo Sing, who is accused by him of all these corrup- 
tions and oppressions ; the other poor unfortunate man, who 
was not even accused of malversation^ in such a degree, and 
agamst whom not one of the accusations of oppression was 
regularly proved, but who had, in Mr. Hastings’s eye, the 
one unpaj^donable fault of not having been made richer by 
his crimes, was twice imprisoned, and finally perished in pri- 
son. But we have never heard one word of the imprisonment 
of dagger Deo Sing, who, I believe, after some mock inquiry, 
was acquitted. 

Here, my lords, I must beg you to recollect Mr Hastings’s 
proceeding with Gunga Govm Smg ; and to contrast his con- 
duct towards these two peculators with his proceeding towards 
Durbedgy Sing. Such a comparison will let your lordships 
into the secret of one of the prisoner’s motives of conduct 
upon such occasions. When you will find a man pillaging 
and desolating a country in the manner dagger Deo Smg is 
described by Mr. Hastings to have done, but who takes care 
to secure to himself the spoil, you will likewise find that such 
a man is safe, secure, unpunished. Tour lordships will re- 
collect the desolation of Dinagepore. Tou will recollect that 
the rapacious Gunga Govm Sing (the coadjutor of Mr. 
Hastings m peculation), out of £80,000, which he had re- 
ceived on the Company’s account, retained £40,000 for his 
own use; and that, instead of being turned out of his em- 
ployment, and treated with rigour and cruelty, he was elevated 
in Mr. Hastmgs’s grace and favour, and never called upon 
for the restoration of a penny. Observe, my lords, the .dif- 
ference in his treatment of men who have*^ wealth to purchase 
impunity, or who have secrets to reveal, and of another v ho 
has no such merit, and is poor and insolvent. 
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We liaye shown your lordships the effects of Mr. Hastings’s 
government upon the country and its inhabitants ; and al- 
though I have before suggested to you some of its effects 
upon the army of the Company, I will now call your atten- 
tion to a few other observations on that subject. Tour lord- 
ships win, in the first place, be pleased to attend to the char- 
acter which he gives of this army. You have heard what he 
tells you of the state of the country in which it was station- 
ed, and of the terror which it struck into the inhabitants. 
The appearance of an English soldier was enough to strike 
the country people with af&dght and dismay. They every- 
where, he tells you, fled before them, and yet they are the 
oflOlcers of this very army who are brought here as witnesses 
to express the general satisfaction of the people of India. 
To be sure a man who never calls Englishmen to an account 
for any robbery or injury whatever, who acquits th^m, upon 
their good intentions, without any inquiry, will in return for 
this indemnity have their good words. We are not surprised 
to find them coming with emulation to your bar, to declare 
him possessed of all virtues ; and that nobody has or can 
have a right to complain of him. But we, my lords, protest 
agamst these indemnities. We protest against their good 
words. We protest against their testimonials ; and we in- 
sist upon ‘your lordships trying him, not .upon what thf s or 
"that o fficer says of his gooA conduct, but upoiTthe proved 
Jresult of the actions triecT before you . Without ascribing, 
perhaps, much guilt to men who" must naturally wish to fa- 
vour the person who covers their excesses, — who suffers their 
fortunes to be made, you wiU know what value to set upon 
their testimony. The Commons look on those testimonies 
with the greatest slight, and they consider as nothing all 
evidence given by persons who are interested in the very 
cause persons who derive their fortunes from the ruin of 
the very people of the country, and who have divided the 
spoils with the man whom we accuse. Undoubtedly these 
officers wih give him their good word. Undoubtedly the 
residents will give him their good word. Mr. Markham and 
Mr. Benn, and Mr. Eowke, if he had been called, — every ser- 
vant of the Company, except some few, wiH give him the 
same good w ord, every one of them ; because, my lords, they 
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have inade their fortunes under him, and their conduct has 
not been inquired into. 

But to return to the observations we were making upon 
the ruinous effects, in general, of the successive governments 
which had been estabbsbed at Benares by the prisoner at 
your bar. These effects, he would have yon believe, arose 
from the want of a constitution. Why, I again ask, did he 
destroy the constitution which he found estabhshed there, 
or suffer it to be destroyed r But he had actually authorized 
Mr. Markham to make a new, a regular, an official constitu- 
tion. Did Mr. Markham make it ? ISTo ; though he professed 
to do it, it never was done ; and so far from there being any 
regular, able, efficient constitution, you see there was an ab- 
solute and complete anarchy in the country. The native in- 
habitants, deprived of their ancient government, were so far 
from looking up to their new masters for protection, that the 
moment they saw the face of a soldier or of a British person 
in authority they fled in dismay, and thought it more eligible 
to abandon their houses to robbery than to remain exposed 
to the tyranny of a British governor. Is this what they call 
British dominion ? Will you sanction by your judicial au- 
thority transactions done m direct defiance of your legislative 
authority ? Are they so injuriously mad as to suppose your 
lordships can be corrupted to betray in your judicial capacity 
(the most sacred of the two) what you have ordained in your 
legislative character ? 

My lords, I am next to remind you what this man has 
had the insolence and audacity to state at your bar. “ In 
fact,” says he, “ I can adduce very many gentlemen now in 
London to confirm my assertions, that the countries of Be- 
nares and G-auzepore were never within the memory of Eng- 
lishmen so well protected, so peaceably governed, or more 
industriously cultivated than at the present moment.” 

Your lordships know that this report of Mr. Hastings, 
which has been read, was made in the year 1784. Tour lord- 
ships know that no step was taken, while Mr. Hastings re- 
mained in India, for the regulation and management of the 
country. If there was, let it he shown. There was no con- 
stitution framed, nor any other means taken for the settle- 
ment^ of the country, except the appointment of Ajit Smg in 
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the room of Durbedgy Sing, to reign like him, and like him 
to be turned out. Mr. Hastmgs left India in February,' 1785 ; 
he arrived here, as I believe, in June or July following. Our 
proceedings against him commenced in the sessions of 1786 ; 
and this defence was given, I believe, in the year 1787. Yet 
at that time, when he could hardly have received any account 
from India, he was ready, he says, to produce the evidence 
(and no doubt might have done so) of many gentlemen whose 
depositions would have directly 'contradicted what he had 
himself deposed of the state in which he, so short a time be- 
fore, had left the country. Tour lordships cannot suppose 
that it could have recovered its prosperity within that time, 
"We know you may destroy that m a day which will take up 
years to build. We know a tyrant can in a moment ruin 
and oppress, but you cannot restore the dead to life ; you 
cannot in a moment restore fields to cultivation ; you cannot 
as you please make the people in a moment restore old or 
dig new wells ; and yet Mr. Hastmgs has dared to say to 
the Commons that he would produce persons to refute the 
account which we had fresh from himself. We will, however, 
undertake to show you that the direct contrary was the fact. 

I will first refer you to Mr. Barlow’s account of the state 
of trade. Your lordships will there find a full exposure of 
the total falsehood of the prisoner’s assertions. You will find 
that Mr. Hastmgs himsen had been obliged to give orders 
for the change of almost every one of the regulations he had 
made ; your lordships may there see the madness and folly 
of tyranny attempting to regulate trade. In the printed 
minutes, page 2830, your lordships wilL see how completely 
Mr. Hastmgs had ruined the trade of the country. You will 
find that, wherever he pretended to redress the grievances 
which he had occasioned, he did not take care to have any one 
part of his pretended redress executed. When yon consider 
the anarchy m which he states the country through which he 
passed to have been, yon may easily conceive that regulations 
for the protection of trade, without the means of enforciug 
them, must be nugatory. 

Mr. Barlow was sent, in the years 1786 and 1787, to ex- 
amine into the state of the country. He has stated the effect 
of aU those regulations which Mr. Hastings has had th^ as- 
surance to represent here as prodigies of wisdom. Af the 
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very time wlien our cliarge was brouglit to this House (it is 
a remarkable period, and we desire your lordships to advert 
to it), at that time — I do not know whether it was not oi 
the very same day that we brought our charge to your bar — 
Mr. Duncan was sent by Lord Cornwallis to examine into the 
state of that province. Now, my lords, you have Mr Duncan’s 
report before you, and you will judge whether or not, by any 
regulation which Mr. Hastings had made, or whether, through 
my means used by him, that country had recovered, or was 
recovering. Tour lordships will there find other proofs of 
the audacious falsehood of his representation, that all which 
he had done had operated on the minds of the inhabitants 
very greatly in favour of British mtegrity and good govern- 
ment. Mr. Duncan’s report will not only enable you to de- 
cide upon what he has said himself, it will likewise enable 
you to judge of the credit which is due to the gentlemen 
now in London, whom he can produce to confirm his asser- 
tions, that the country of Benares and G-auzepore were never, 
within the memory of Englishmen, so well protected and 
cultivated as at the present moment. 

Instead, therefore, of a speech from me, you shall hear 
what the country says itseli by the report of the last com- 
missioner who was sent to examine it by Lord Comwalhs 
The perfect credibility of his testimony Mr. Hastings has 
estabhshed out of Lord Cornwalhs’s mouth , who, being 
asked the character of Mr. Jonathan Duncan, has declared 
that there is nothing he can report of the state of the coun- 
try to which you ought not to give credit Tour lordships 
will now see how deep the wounds are which tyranny and 
arbitrary power must make in a country where their exist- 
ence is suffered; and you will be pleased to observe that 
this statement was made at a time when Mr. Hastmgs was 
amusing us with Tiis account of Benares. 

Extract of the proceedings of the resident at JBenares, under 

dcde the IQth JBebruo/ry, 1788, at the pergumnah of Gurrah 

Dehmahj ^c. ; printed minutes, page 2610. 

“ The resident, having arrived in this pergunnah of Grurrah 
Dehmah from that of Mohammedabad, is very sorry to ob- 
serve that it seems about one-third at least uncultivated, 
owing to the mismanagement of the few last years. The 
Eajah however promises that it shall be by next year in a 
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complete state of cultivation; and Totarcfc Hossaice, Ins 
aumeen, aumil, or agent, professes Ms confidence of tlie same 
liappy effects, saying tliat lie has already brought a great 
proportion of the land that lay fallow when he came into 
the pergunnah, in the beginning of the year, into cultivation ; 
and that it being equally the Bajah’s directions, and Ms own 
wish,^ he does not doubt of being successful in regard to the 
remaining part of the waste land.” 

JR,e]port^ dated the \^th of Fehruary, at the pergunnah of 
Bulleah. 

“ The resident, having come yesterday into this pergunnah 
from that of G-urrah Dehmah, finds its appearance much su- 
perior to that pergunnah in point of cultivation ; yet it is on 
the decline so far that its coUectahle jumma win not be so 
much this year as it was last ; notwithstanding all the efforts 
of Beazel Hnsn, the agent of Edmlb AH Khan, who has 
farmed tMs pergunnah upon a three years’ lease (of which 
the present is the last), during wMch his, that is, the head 
farmer’s, management cannot he applauded, as the funds of 
the pergunnah are very considerahly declined m his hands ; 
indeed Beazel H.usn declares that tMs year there was httle 
or no khereof, or first harvest, in the pergunnah ; and that 
it has been merely by the greatest exertions that he has pre- 
vailed on the ryots to cultivate the ruhby crop which is now 
on the ground, and seems plentiful.” 

'Report dated the 20th of Rehruary, at the pergunnah of 
Khereed. 

“ The resident, having tMs day come into the pergunnah 
of Khereed, finds that part of it laying between the frontiers 
of BuUeah, the present station, and Bansdeah (which is one 
of the tuppahs or subdivisions of Khereed) exceedingly 
wasted and uncultivated. The said tuppah is suhfarmed by 
Gobind Bam, from Kulub ALL Bey, and Gobind Bam has 
again under-rented it to the zemindars.” 

Report dated the 2Brd Febncary, at the pergunnah of 
Selcanderpoor. 

“ The resident is set out for Sekunderpoor, and is sorry to 
observe that for about six or seven coss that be had fuither 
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to pass tlirougli the pergmmah of Kereebs, the whole ap- 
peared one continued waste as far as the eye could reach on 
both sides of the road. The pergunnah Sekunderpoor, begin- 
ning about a coss before he reached the village, an old fort 
of that name, appeared to a little more advantage, but even 
here the crops seem very scanty, and the ground more than 
half fallow.’’ 

jExtract of tTie proceedings of the resident at Benares, under 

date the 2Qth Felrua/rg^ at thepergumnah of Selctmderpoor. 

“ The resident now leaves Sekunderpoor to proceed to 
Nurgurah, the head cuteherry of the pergunnah. He is 
sorry to observe that during the whole way between these 
two places, which are at the distance of six coss, or twelve 
miles from each other, not above twenty fields of cultivated 
ground are to be seen, all the rest being, as far as the eye 
can reach, except just in the vicinity of Huggeha, one general 
waste of long grass, with here and there some straggling 
jungly trees. This falliug off in the cultivation is said to 
have happened in the course of but a few years, that is, since 
the late Bajah’s expulsion. 

Your lordships will observe the date of the ruin of this 
country is the expulsion of Oheit Sing. 

Extract of the proceedings of the resident at Benares^ under 

date the 21 th Felruarg, at the pergunnah of Selcunderpoor. 

“ The resident meant to have proceeded from this place to 
Cossimabad, but understanding that the village of Bessenda, 
the capital of the pergunnah of Susknesser, is situated at 
three coss distance, and that many Bhardarry collections are 
there exacted, the zemindars and ryots being, it seems, all 
one body of Bajepoots, who affect to hold themselves m 
some sort independent of the Bajah’s government, paying 
Quly a mohurrery or fixed jumma (which it may be sup- 
posed IS not over-rated), and managing their interior con- 
cerns as they think fit , the resident thought it proper on 
this report to deviate a little from his intended route, by 
proceeding this day to Bessenda, where he accordingly ar- 
rived in the afternoon ; and the remaining part of the coun- 
try near the road through Sekunderpoor, from Nuggurha to 
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SeundaTi appearing nearly equally waste witli tlie former part, 
as already noticed" in the proceedings of the 26th instant. 

“ The E-ajah is therefore desired to appoint a person to 
bring those waste lands into cultivation, in like manner as he 
has done in Khereed, with this difference or addition in his 
instructions, that he subjoin in those to the Aband Kar, or 
manager of the recultivation of Sehunderpoor, the rates at 
which he is authorized to grant pottahs for the various kinds 
of land : and it is recommended to him to make these rates 
even somewhat lower than he may himself think strictly 
conformable to justice, reporting the particulars to the resi- 
dent. 

“ The Eajah is also desired to prepare and transmit a table 
of similar rates to the Aband Kar, of pergunnah Ehereed. 

“ (Signed) Dtjkoai?, 

“ Benares, Eesident.” 

** the 12th September, 1788.” 

Here your lordships find, in spite of Mr. Hastings himself, 
in spite of all the testimonies which he has called, and of 
all the other testimonies which he would have called, that 
his own account of the matter is confirmed against his own 
pretended evidence ; yon find his own written account con- 
firmed in a manner not to be doubted ; and the only differ- 
ence between his account and this is, that the people did not 
fly from Mr. Duncan when he approached as they fled from 
Mr. Hastings. They did not feel any of that terror at the 
approach of a person from the beneficent government of 
Dord Cornwallis with which they had been entirely filled at 
the appearance of the prisoner at your bar. From him they 
fled in dismay. They fled from his ver^ presence as from a 
consuming pestilence, as from something far worse than 
drought and famine ; they fled from him as a cruel, corrupt, 
and arbitrary governor, which is worse than any other evil 
that ever afiiicted mankind. 

Ton see, my lords, in what manner the country has been 
wasted and destroyed ; and you have seen by the date of 
these measures that they have happened within a few years, 
namely, smce the expulsion of Rajah Oheit Sing. There be- 
gins the era of calamity. Ask yourselves then whether you 
will or can countenance the acts which led directly and no* 
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cessarily to sucli consequences. Your lordships will mark 
what it is to oppress and expel a cherished individual from 
his government, and finally to subvert it. JS'othing stands 
after him : down go all order and authority with him ; rum 
and desolation fall upon the country ; the fields are unculti- 
vated, the wells are dried up The people, says Mr. Duncan, 
promised indeed, some time or other, under some other go- 
vernment, to do something. They will agaiu cultivate the 
lands when they can get an assurance of security. My lords, 
judge, I pray you, whether the House of Commons, when 
they had read the account which Mr. Hastings has himself 
given of the dreadful consequences of his proceedings, when 
they had read the accounts given by Mr. Duncan, of an uncul- 
tivated country as far as the eye could reach, would not have 
shown themselves unworthy to represent not only the Com- 
mons of G-reat Britain, but the meanest village in it, if they 
had not brought this great criminal before you, and called 
upon your lordships to punish him. This ruined country, its 
desolate fields, and its undone inhabitants, all call aloud for 
Bntisli justice, all call for vengeance upon the head of this 
execrable criminal. 

Oh ! but we ought to be tender towards his personal cha- 
racter ; extremely cautious in our speech ; we ought not to 
let indignation loose. My lords, we do let our indignation 
loose. We cannot bear with paluence this affliction of man- 
kind. We will neither abate our energy, relax in our feel- 
ings, nor in the expressions which those feelings dictate. 
jN'othing but corruption like his own could enable any man 
to see such a scene of desolation and ruin unmoved We feel 
pity for the works of G-od and man ; we feel horror for the de- 
basement of human nature ; and feeling thus, we give a loose 
to our indignation, and call upon your lordships for justice. 

Strange as it may appear to your lordships, there remains 
to be stated an aggravation of his crimes and of his victims’ 
misery. Would you consider it possible, my lords, that there 
could be an aggravation of such a case as you have heard ? 
Would you think it possible for a people to suffer more than 
the inhabitants of Benares have suffered, from the noble 
possessor of the splendid mansion down to the miserable ten- 
ants of the cottage and the hut ? Yes, there is a state of 
misery, a state of degradation, far be ow all that you have yet 
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heard. It is, my lords, that these miserable people should 
come to your lordships’ bar, and declare that they hay© 
never felt one of those grievances of which they complain ; 
that not one of those petitions with which they pursued Mr. 
Hastings had a word of truth in it ; that they felt nothing 
under his government but ease, tranquillity, joy, and happi- 
ness ; that every day during his government was a festival, 
and every night an iUumination and rejoicing. The addresses 
which contain these expressions of satisfaction have been pro- 
duced at your bar, and have been read to your lordsMps. 
You must have heard with disgust, at least, these flowers of 
oriental rhetoric, penned at ease by dirty hireling moonshees 
at Calcutta, who make these people put their seals, not to 
declarations of their ruin, but to expressions of their satis- 
faction. You have heard what he himself says of the coun- 
try ; you have heard what Mr. Duncan says of it ; you have 
heard the cries of the country itself callmg for justice upon 
hun ; and now, my lords, hear what he has made these peo- 
ple say. We have heard that the gentlemen in England 
are displeased with Mr. Hastings, on suspicion that he op- 
pressed us, the inhabitants of this place ; — ^took our money 
by deceit and force, and ruined the country.” They then 
declare solemnly before G-od, accordmg to their different re- 
ligions, that Mr. Hastings “ distributed protection and secu- 
rity to religion, and kindness and peace to aU. He is free ” 
(say they) “from the charge of embezzlement and fraud, 
and his heart is void of covetousness and avidity. During 
the period of his government, no one ever experienced from 
him other than protection and justice, never havmg felt 
hardships from him ; nor did the poor ever know the weight 
of an oppressive hand from him. Our characters and repu- 
tation have been always guarded in quiet from attack, by the 
vigilance of his prudence and foresight, and by the terror of 
his justice.” 

ITpon my word, my lords, the paragraphs are delightful. 
Observe, in this translation from the Persian there is aU the 
fluency of an English paragraph well preserved. Ah. I can 
say IS, that these people of Benares feel their joy, comfort, and 
satisfaction in swearing to the falseness of life. Hastings’s 
representation against himself. In spite of his own testimony, 
they say, “ He secured happiness and joy to us. He re- 
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estabiislied the foundation of justice ; and we at all times 
during ids government lived in comfort and passed our days 
m peace.” The shame of England and of the English govern- 
ment is here put upon your lordships’ records. Here you 
have, just follov;ring that afflicting report of Mr. Duncan’s, 
and that account of Mr. Hastings himself, in which he said 
the inhabitants fled before his face, the addresses of these 
miserable people. He dares to impose upon your eyesight — 
upon your common sense — upon the plain faculties of man- 
kind. He dares, in contradiction to all his own assertions, 
to make these people come forward and swear that they 
have enjoyed nothmg but complete satisfaction and pleasure 
during the whole time of his government. 

My lords, I have done with this business, for I have now 
reached the climax of degradation and suffering, after moving 
step by step through the several stages of tyranny and op- 
pression. I have done with it, and have only to ask in what 
country do we live, where such a scene can hy any possi- 
bility he offered to the public eye! 

. Let us here, my lords, make a pause. — Ton have seen 
what Benares was under its native government. Ton have 
seen the condition m which it was left by Oheit Sing, and 
you have seen the state in which Mr Hastings left it. The 
rankling wounds which he has inflicted upon the country, 
and the degradation to which the inhabitants have been sub- 
jected, have been shown to your lordsliips. You have now 
to consider, whether or not you wiU fortify with your sanc- 
tion any of the detestable principles upon which the prisoner 
justifies his enormities. 

My lords, we shall next come to another dependent pro- 
vmce, when I shall illustrate to your lordships still further 
tbe effects of Mr. Hastings’s principles. I allude to the 
province of Oude ; a country which, before our acquaintanc'e 
with it, was in the same happy and flourishing condition 
with Benares ; and which dates its period of decline and 
misery from the time of our intermeddling with it. The 
Hahoh of Oude was reduced, as Oheit Smg was, to he a de- 
pendant on the Company j and to he a greater dependant 
than Oheit Smg, because it was reserved in Cbeit Sing’s 
agreement that we should not interfere in his government, 
We mterfered in every part of the Nabob’s government; 
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we reduced Ms authority to nothing; we introduced. a per- 
fect scene of anarchy and confusion into the country, where 
there was no authority hut to rob and destroy. 

I have not strength at present to proceed ; but I brae I 
shall soon be enabled to do so. Your lordships cannot, 1 am 
sure, calculate from your own youth and strength; for I 
have done the best I can, and find myself incapable just at 
this moment of going any further. 

[Adjourned.] 


TEIAL. 

THURSDAY, 5th JUNE, 1794. 


rOUETH DAT OE EEPLT.^ 

(Me. Eueke.) 

Mt Loeds, — When I last had the honour of addressing 
your lordships from this place, my want of strength obliged 
me to conclude where the patience of a people, and the pros- 
perity of a country subjected by solemn treaties to British 
government, had concluded. We have left behind us the in- 
habitants of Benares, after having seen them driven into re- 
bellion by tyranny and oppression, and their country desolated 
by our misrule. Tour lordsMps, I am sure, have had the 
map of India before you, and know that the country so de- 
stroyed and so desolated was about one-fifth of the size of 
England and Wales in geographical extent, and equal in 
population to about a fourth. Upon this scale you will judge 
of the mischief which has been done. 

My lords, we are now come to another devoted province : 
we march ftom desolation to desolation ; because we foUow 
the steps of Warren Hastings, Esq., G-overnor-G-eneral of 
Bengal. You will here find the range of his atrocities widely 
extended. But before I enter into a detail of them, I have 
one reflection to make, which I beseech your lordships to 
bear in mind throughout the whole of this deliberation. It 
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is tHs ; yog ougKt neyer to conclude tliat a man must nece a. 
sarily l)e obnoxious, becagse he is m otile respects insign i- 
ficaj £ You wJl see tJiat a man bred mobscure, yulgar, aS3 
Ignoble occupations, and trained in sordid, base, and mer- 
cenary babits, IS not incapable of doing extensive mischief 
because be is little, and because Hs vices are of a mean nature. 
My lords, we bave shown to you abeady, and we sbaU de- 
monstrate to you more clearly in future, that sucb minds 
placed in authority can do more mischief to a country, can 
treat all ranks and distinctions with more pridej insolence, 
and arrogance, than those who have beeri. bom under canopies 
of state and swaddled in purple : you will see that they can 
waste a country more effectusdly than the proudest and most 
mighty conquerors, who by the greatness of their military 
talents have first subdued and afterwards plundered nations. 

The prisoner’s counsel have thought proper to entertain 
your lordships, and to defend their chent, by comparing him 
with the men who are said to have erected a pyramid of ninety 
thousand human heads. Now, look hack, my lords, to Be- 
nares; consider the extent of country, laid waste and desolated, 
and its immense population, and then see whether famine 
may not destroy as well as the sword ; and whether this man 
is not as well entitled to erect his pyramid of ninety thou- 
sand heads as any terrific tyrant of the Bast, "We follow 
him now to another theatre, the territories of the Nabob of 
Oude. 

My lords, Oude (together with the additions made to it 
by Sujah Bowlah), in point of geographical extent, is about 
the size of England. Sujah Bowlah, who possessed this coun- 
try as Nabob, was a prince of a haughty character ; ferocious 
m a high degree towards his enemies, and towards all those 
who resisted his wiU. He was magnificent m his expenses, 
yet economical with regard to his resources ; maintaining his 
court in a pomp and splendour which is perhaps unknown to 
the sovereigns of Europe. At the same time he was such an 
economist, that from an inconsiderable revenue, at the begiu- 
ning of his reign, he was annually enabled to make great 
savings. He thus preserved, towards the end of it, his people 
in peace, tranquillity, and order ; and though he was an arbi- 
trary prince, he never strained his revenue to such a degree 
as to lose their affections, while he filled his exchequer. 
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Sucli appears to Lave “beeii the true character of Sujah Dow- 
lah ; your lordships have heard what is the character which 
the prisoner at your bar and his counsel have thought proper 
to give you of him. 

Surely, my lords, the situation of the great, as well as of the 
lower, ranks in that country must he a subject of melancholy 
reflection to every man. Your lordships’ compassion will, I 
presume, lead you to feel for the lowest j and I hope that 
your sympathetic dignity will make you consider in what 
manner the princes of this country are treated. They have 
not only been treated at your lordships’ bar with indignity 
by the prisoner, but his counsel do not leave their ancestors 
to rest qmetly in their graves. They have slandered their 
families, and have gone mto scandalous history, that has iko 
foundation in facts whatever. 

Tour lordships have seen how he attempted to slander the 
ancestors of Cheit Sing, to deny that they were zemmdars ; 
and yet he must have known from printed books, taken from 
the Company’s records, the utter falsity of his declaration. 
You need only look into Mr Yerelst’s Appendix, and there 
you will see that that country has always been called the 
zemindary of Bulwant Sing. You will find him always 
called the zemindar ; it was the known acknowledged name, 
till this gentlemen thought proper at the bar of the House of 
Commons to deny that he was a zemindar, and to assert that 
he was only an aumil. He slanders the pedigree of this 
man as mean and base, yet he was not ashamed to take from 
him £23,000 ; in like manner he takes from Azoph ul How- 
lah £100,000, which he would have appropriated to himself, 
and then directs his counsel to rake up the slander of Dow’s 
History, a hook of no authority, a hook that no man values 
in any respect or degree. In this hook they find that roman- 
tic, absurd, and ridiculous story, upon which an honourable 
fellow-manager of mine, who is much more capable than I 
am of doing justice to the subject, has commented with his 
usual ahiliiy ; I allude to that story of spitting on the beard ; 
the mutual compact to poison one another. That Arabian 
tale, fit only to form a ridiculous tragedy, has been gravely 
mentioned to your lordsHps, for the purpose of slandering 
the pedigree of this vizier of Oude, and making him vile 
in your lordships’ eyes. My honourable friend has exposed to 
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you the absurdity of these stories, but be bas not shown you 
the malice of their propagators. The prisoner and his coun- 
sel have referred to Dow’s History, who calls this Nabob 
“the more infamous son of an infamous Persian pedlar.” 
They wish that your lordships should consider him as a per- 
son vilely bom, ignominiously educated, and practising a 
mean trade ; in order that, when it shall be proved that he 
and his family were treated with every kind of indignity 
and contempt by the prisoner at your bar, the sympathy of 
mankind should be weakened. Consider, my lords, the mon- 
strous perfidy and ingratitude of this man, who, after receiv- 
ing great favours j[rom the Nabob, is not satisfied with oppress- 
ing his offspring, but goes back to his ancestors, tears them 
out of their graves, and vihfies them with slanderous asper- 
sions. My lords, the ancestor of Sujah Dowlah was a great 
prince; certainly a subordinate pripce, because he was a ser- 
vant of the Great Mogul, who was well called King of 
Kings, for he had in his service persons of high degree. He 
was bom in Persia ; but was not, as is falsely said, the more 
onfamoiis so'ii. qfan lordships 

are not unacq[uamted with the state and history of India , 
you therefore know that Persia has been the nursery of all the 
Mahomedan nobility of India; almost everything in that coun- 
try which is not of Gentoo origin is of Persian ; so much so 
that the Persian language is the language of the court, and of 
every ofi5.ce from the highest to the lowest. Among these 
noble Persians, the family of the Nabob stands in the high- 
est degree. His father’s ancestors were of noble descent, and 
those of his mother, Munny Begum, more eminently and 
more illustriously so. This distinguished family, on no 
better authority than that of the historian Dow, has been 
slandered by the prisoner at your bar, in order to destroy the 
character of those whom he had already robbed of their sub- 
stance. Your lordships wdl have observed with disgust, how 
the Dows and the Hastingses, and the whole of that tribe, 
treat their superiors ; in what insolent language they speak of 
them, and with what pride and indignity they trample upon 
the first names and the first characters in that devoted coun- 
try. 

But supposing it perfectly true that this man was “the 
more infamous son of an infamous Persian pedlar : ” he had 
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risen to be tbe secondary sovereign of that country. JBEe bad 
a revenue of £3,600,000 sterling ; a vast and immense reve- 
nue ; equal perhaps to tbe clear revenue of tbe king of Eng- 
land. He maintained an army of one hundred and twenty 
thousand men. He bad a splendid court, and bis country 
was prosperous and happy. Such was the situation of Sujah 
Dowlah, the Nabob of Oude, and such the condition of Oude 
under his government. With his pedigree, I believe, your 
lordships -^1 think we have nothing to do in the cause now 
before us. * It has been pressed upon us ; and this marks the 
indecency, the rancour, the insolence, the pride, and tyranny 
which the Hows and the Hastingses, and the people of that 
class and character, are in the habit of exercising over the 
great in India. 

My lords, I r IiaU be saved a great deal of trouble in proving 
to you the flourishing state of Oude, because the prisonei 
admits it as largely as I could wish to state it ; and, what is 
more, he admits too the truth of our statement of the condi- 
tion to which it is now reduced (but I shall not let him off 
so easily upon this point) . He admits, too, that it was left in 
this reduced and ruined state at the close of his administra- 
tion. In his defence he attributes the whole mischief gene- 
rally to a faulty system of government. My lords, systems 
never make mankmd happy or unhappy, any further than as 
they give occasions for wicked men to exercise their own 
abominable talents, subservient to their own more abominable 
dispositions The system, says Mr. Hastings, was bad ; but 
I was not the maker of it. *Your lordships have seen him 
apply this mode of reasoning to Benares, and you will now 
see that he apphes it to Oude. I came, says he, into a bad 
system; that system was not of my making, but I was 
obliged to act according to the spirit of it. 

Now every honest man would say, I came to a bad system ; 
I had every facility of abusing* my power; I had every temp- 
tation to peculate ; I had every incitement to oppress ; I had 
every means of concealment, by the defects of the system : 
but I corrected that evil system by the goodness of my ad- 
ministration , hy the prudence, the energy, the virtue of my 
conduct This is what aU the rest of the world would say : 
but what says Ms Hastings ? A bad system was made to 
my hands, I had nothing to do in making it. I was alto- 
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getter* an involuntary instrument and obliged to execute 
every evd wbicb that system contained. This is the line of 
conduct your lordships are called to decide upon. And I 
must here again remind you that we are at an issue of law. 
Mr, Hastings has avowed a certain set of principles upon 
which he acts ; and your lordships are therefore to judge 
whether his acts are justifiable, because he found an evil 
system to act upon , or whether he and all governors upon 
earth have not a general good system upon which they ought 
to act. 

The prisoner tells you, my lords, that it was in consequence 
of this evil system, that the Habob, from being a powerful 
prince, became reduced to a wretched dependant on the 
Company, and subject to all the evils of that degraded state : 
— sulnect to extortion, to mdignity, to oppression. All these 
your lordships are called npon to sanction : and because the} 
may he connected with an existing system, you are to declare 
them to he an allowable part of a code for the government of 
British India, 

In the year 1775, that powerful, magnificent, and illustrious 
prince, Sujah Bowlah, died in possession of the country of 
Oude. He had long governed a happy and contented people ; 
and if we except the portion of tyranny which we admit he 
really did exercise towards some few individuals who resist- 
ed his power, he was a wise and beneficent governor. This 
prince died in the midst of his power and fortune, leaving 
somewhere about fourscore children. Tour lordships know 
that the princes of the East have a great number of wives ; 
and we know that tShese women, though reputed of a secon- 
dary rank, are yet of a very high degree, and honourably main- 
tained according to the customs of the East. Sujah Howlali 
had hut one lawful wife : he had by her hut one lawful child, 
Azoph ul Dowlah. He had about twenty-one male children , 
the eldest of whom was a person whom you have heard of 
very often in these proceedings, called Saadit Ali. Azoph ul 
Dowlah, being the sole legitimate son, had all the pretensions 
to succeed his father as sahadar of Oude, which could belong 
to any person under the Mogul government. 

Tour lordships wiD. distinguish between a zemindar, who 
is a perpetual landholder, the hereditary proprietor of an 
estate, — and a suhadar, who derives from his master’s will and 
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pleasure all Hs employments, and wlio, instead of Iiaving tlie 
jaghirdars subject to ms supposed arbitrary wiU, is bimselfa 
subject, and must bave bis sovereign’s patent for bis place. 
Therefore, strictly and properly speaking, there is no succes- 
sion m the office of subadar. At this time the Company, 
who alone could obtain the sunnuds or patent from, the Great 
Mogul, upon account of the power they possessed in India, 
thought, and thought rightly, that with an officer who had 
no hereditary power there could be no hereditary engage- 
ments ; and that in their treaty with Azoph ul Dowlah, for 
whom they had procured the sunnud from the Great Mogul, 
they were at liberty to propose their o^wn terms, which, if 
honourable and mutually advantageous to the new subadar 
and to the Company, they had a right to insist upon. A treaty 
was therefore concluded between the Company and Azoph ui 
Dowlah, m which the latter stipulated to pay a fixed subsidy 
for the maintenance of a certam number of troops ; by which 
the Company’s finances were greatly relieved and their mili- 
tary strength greatly increased. 

This treaty did not contain one word which could justify 
any interference in the Nabob’s government. That evil sys- 
tem, as Mr. Hastings calls it, is not even mentioned or alluded 
to ; nor is there, I again say, one word which authorized 
"Warren Hastings, or any other person whatever, to mterfere 
in the interior affairs of his country. He was legally con- 
stituted viceroy of Oude. His dignity of vizier of the em- 
pire, with all the power which that office gave him, derived 
from and held under the Mogul government, he legally pos- 
sessed ; and this evil system, which, Mr. Hastings says, led 
him to commit the enormities of which you shall hear by 
and by, was neither more nor less than what I have now 
stated. 

But, my lords, the prisoner thinks that when, under any 
pretence, any sort of means could be furnished of interfermg 
in the government of the country, he has a right to avad 
him self of them ; to use them at his pleasure ; and to govern 
by his own arbitrary will. The vizier, he says, by this 
treaty was reduced to a state of vassalage ; and he makes 
this curious distinction in proof of it It was, he says, an 
optional vassalage, for if he chose to get rid of our troops, 
he might do so and be free ; if he had not a mind to do that. 
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and fojmd a benefit in it, then be was a vassal. But there is 
nothing less true. Here is a person who Jkeeps a subsidiary- 
body of your troops, which he is to pay for you, and in con- 
sequence of this Mr. Hastings maintains that he becomes a 
vassal. I shall not dispute whether vassalage is optional, or 
by force, or in what way Mr. Hastmgs considered this prince 
as a vassal of the Company. Let it be as he pleased. I 
only think it necessary that your lordships should truly know 
the actual state of that country, and the ground upon which 
Mr. Hastmgs stood. Tour lordships will find it a fairy land, 
in which there is a perpetual masquerade, where no one thing 
appears as it really is, where the person who seems to have 
the authority is a slave, while the person who seems to be the 
slave has the authority. In that ambiguous government every- 
thing favours fraud ; everything favours peculation j every- 
thing favours violence ; everythmg favours concealment. You 
will, therefore, permit me to show to you what were the 
principles upon which Mr. Hastings appears, according to the 
evidence before you, to have acted ; what the state of the 
country was, according to his conceptions of it ; and then 
you wdl see how he apphed those prmciples to that state. 

“The means by which our government acquired this in- 
fluence,” says Mr. Hastings, “ and its right to exercise it, will 
require a previous explanation.” He then proceeds, “ "With 
his death (Sujah Dowlah’s) a new political system com- 
menced,. and Mr. Bristow was constituted the instrument of 
its formation, and the trustee for the management of it The 
Nabob Azoph ul Bowlah was deprived of a large part of his 
inheritance ; I mean the province of Benares, attached by a 
very feeble and precarious tenure to our dominions ; the 
army fixed to a permanent station in a remote line of his fron- 
tier, with an augmented and perpetual subsidy. A new army, 
amphibiously composed of troops in his service and pay, com- 
manded by English of&cers of our own nomination, for the 
defence- of his new conquests, and his own natural troops 
annihilated, or alienated by the msufficiency of his revenue 
for all his disbursements ; and the prior claims of those which 
our authority or influence commanded : in a word, he became 
a vassal of.the government, but he still possessed an ostensi- 
ble sovereignty. His titular rank of -vizier of the emrue 
rendered him a conspicuous object of ucw to all liie statute 
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and chiefs of India ; and on the moderation and justice with 
which the British government in Bengal exercised its influ- 
ence over him, many points most essential to its political 
strength and to the honour of the British name depended.” 

Your lordships see, that the system which is supposed to 
have reduced him to vassalage did not make, as he contends, 
a violent exercise of our power necessary or proper; hutpos- 
essing, as the Nabob did, that high nominal dignity, and 
being in that state of vassalage, as Mr. Hastings thought 
proper to term it, though there is no vassalage mentioned in 
the treaty ; bemg, I say, in that situation of honour, credit, 
and character, sovereign of a country as large as England, 
yielding an immense revenue, and flourishing in trade ; cer- 
tainly our honour depended upon the use we made of that 
influence which our power gave us over him ; and we there- 
fore press it upon your lordships, that the conduct of Mr, 
Hastings was such as dishonoured this nation. 

He proceeds : “ That is not a place, nor have I room in it 
to prove, what I shall here content myself with affirming, that 
by a sacred and undeviating observance of every principle o£ 
public faith the British domimon might have by this time 
acquired the means of its extension, through a virtual sub- 
mission to its authority, to every region of Hindostan and 
Peccan. I am not sure that I should advise such a design, 
were it practicable, which at this time it certainly is not, and 
I very much fear that the limited formation of such equal 
alliances as might be useful to our present condition, and 
conduce to its improvement, is become liable to almost insur- 
mountable difficulties ; every power in India must wish for 
the support of ours, hut they all dread the connexion. 

‘‘The subjection of Bengal, and the deprivation of the 
family of Jaffier Ali Khdn, though an effect of inevitable 
necessity, the present usurpations of the rights of the Nabob 
Wallar Jau in the Carnatic, and the licentious violations of 
the treaty existingbetweenthe Company and the Nabob Nizam 
ul Dowlah, though checked by the remedial interposition of 
this government, stand as terrible precedents against us ; the 
effects of our connexion with the Nabob Azoph ul Powlah 
had a rapid tendency to the same consequences, and it has 
been my invariable study to prevent it.” 

Your lordships wiU remember that the counsel at the hat 



114. 


SPEECH m THE IMPEACHMENT OP 


liave said, that they undertook the defence of Warren Hast- 
ings, not in order to defend him, but to rescue the British 
character from the imputations which have been laid upon it 
by the Commons of Grreat Britain. They have said, that 
the Commons of Great Britain have slandered their country, 
and have misrepresented its character ; while, on the con- 
trary, the servants of the Company have sustained and main- 
tained the dignity of the English character, have kept its 
public faith inviolate, preserved the people from oppression, 
reconciled every government to it in India, and have made 
every person under it prosperous and happy. 

My lords, you see what this man ^ays himself, when en- 
deavouring to prove his own innocence. Instead of proving it 
by the facts alleged by his counsel, he declares that, by pre- 
serving good faith, you might have conquered India, the 
most glorious conquest that was ever made in the world ; 
that all the people want our assistance, but dread our connex- 
ion. Why ? Because our whole conduct has been one per- 
petual tissue of perfidy and breach of faith v/ith every person 
who has been in alliance with us, in any mode whatever ; 
here is the man himself who says it. Can we bear that this 
man should now stand up in this place as the assertor of the 
honour of the British nation against us, who charge this dis- 
honour to have fallen upon us by him, through him, and 
during his government ? 

But all the mischief, he goes on to assert, was in the pre- 
vious system, in the formation of which he had no share ; the 
system of 1775, when the first treaty with the Nabob was 
made. “ That system,” says he, “ is not mine, it was made 
by General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Erancis.” 
So it was, my lords. It did them very great honour ; and I 
believe it ever will do them honour, in the eyes of the British 
nation, that they took an opportunity, without the violation 
of faith, without the breach of any one treaty, and without 
injury to any person, to do great and eminent services to the 
Company , but Mr. Hastings disclaims it, unnecessarily dis- 
claims it, for no one charges him with it. What we charge 
him with is the abuse of that system. To one of these 
abuses I will now call your lordships’ attention. Binding, 
soon after his appointment to the office of Governor- General, 
tjiai the Nabob was likely to get into debt, he turns him into 
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a vassal, and resolves to treat him as such. Ton will ob- 
serve that this is not the only instance in which, upon a 
failure of payment, the defaulter becomes directly a vassal 
You remember how Durbedgy Sing, the moment he fell into 
an arrear of tribute, became a vassal, and was thrown into 
prison, without any inquiry into the causes which occasioned 
that arrear. With respect to the ISTahob of Oude, we assert, 
and can prove, that his revenue was £3,600,000 at the day 
of his father’s death ; and if the revenue fell off afterwards, 
there wa^ abundant reason to believe that he possessed in 
abundance the means of paying the Company every farthing. 
Before I quit this subject, your lordships will again permit 
me to reprobate the malicious insinuations by which Mr. Hast- 
ings has thought proper to slander the virtuous persons who 
are the authors of that system which he complains of. They 
are men whose characters this country will ever respect, 
honour, and revere, both the living and the dead ; the dead for 
the living, and the living for the dead. They altogether 
be revered for a conduct honourable and glorious to Great 
Britain ; whilst their names stand, as they now do, unspotted 
by the least imputation of oppression, breach of faith, pei^ury, 
bribery, or any other fraud whatever. I know there was a 
faction formed agamst them, upon that very account. Be 
corrupt, you have friends ; stem the torrent of corruption, you 
open a thousand venal mouths against you. Men resolved to 
do their duty must be content to suffer such opprobrium, and 
I am content ; in the name of the living and of the dead, and 
in the name of the Commons, I glory in our having appomt- 
ed some good servants, at least, to India. 

But to proceed. “This system was not,” says he, “ of my 
making.” You would then naturally imagine that the per- 
sons who made this abominable system had also made some 
tyrannous use of it. Bet us see what use they made of it 
during the time of their majority m the council. There was 
an arrear of subsidy due from the Haboh. How it came into 
arrear, we shall consider hereafter. The Habob proposed to 
pay it by taxing the j'agbires of his family, and taking some 
money from the Begum. This was consented to by Mr. Bris- 
tow, at that time resident for the Company in Oude ; and to 
this arrangement Azoph ul Dowlah and his advisers lent a 
willing ear. What did Mr Hastings then say of this trans- 
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action?' He called it a Tiolent assumption of power on the 
part of the council. He did not, you see, then adow that a 
had system justified any persons whatever in an abuse of it. 
He contended that it was a violent attack upon the rights 
and property of the parties from whom the money was to he 
taken ; that it had no ground or foundation in justice what- 
ever, and that it was contrary to every principle of right and 
equity. 

Tour lordships will please to hear in mind, that afterwards, 
by his own consent, and the consent of the rest of the coun- 
cil, this business was compromised between the son, the 
mother, and their relations A very great sum of money, 
which was most usefiil to the Company at that period, was 
raised by a family compact and arrangement among them- 
selves. This proceeding was sanctioned by the Company, 
Mr Hastmgs himself consenting; and a pledge was given 
to the Begums and family of the Habob that this should be 
the last demand made upon them, that it should be consid- 
ered not as taken compulsively, but as a friendly and amica- 
ble donation. They never admitted, nor did the Nabob ever 
contend, that he had any right at all to take this money from 
them. At that time, it was not Mr. Hastings’s opinion that 
the badness of the system would justify any violence as a 
consequence of it ; and when the advancement of the money 
was agreed to between the parties, as a family and amicable 
compact, he was as ready as anybody to propose and sanc- 
tion a regular treaty between the parties, that all claims on 
one side, and all kind of uneasiness on the other, should cease 
for ever, under the guardianship of British faith. 

Mr. Hastings, as your lordships remember, has conceded 
that British faith is the support of the British empire ; that if 
that empire is to be maintained, it is to be maintained by 
good faith ; that if it is to be propagated, it is to be propa- 
gated by pubHc faith ; and that if the British empire falls, it 
will be through perfidy and violence. These are the princi- 
ples which he assumes when he chooses to reproach others. 
But when he has to defend his own perfidy and breaches of 
frith, then, as your lordships will find set forth in his defence 
before the House of Commons on the Benares charge, be 
denies, or at least questions, the validity of any treaty that 
can at present he made with India. He declares that he 
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considers all treaties as being weakened by a consideBable de- 
gree of doubt respecting their validity and their binding force, 
in such a state of things as exists in India. 

Whatever was done, during that period of time to which I 
have alluded, by the majority of the council, Mr. Hastings 
considered himself as having nothing to do with, on the plea 
of his being a dissentient member: a principle which, like 
other principles, I shall take some notice of by and by. 
Colonel Monson and G-eneral Clavering died soon after, and 
Mr. Hastings obtained a majority in the council, and was 
then, as he calls it, restored to his authority ; so that any evil 
that could be done hy evil men, under that evil system, could 
have lasted hut for a very short time indeed. Erom that 
moment Mr. Hastings, in my opinion, became responsible for 
every act done in council while he was there, which he did not 
resist ; and for every engagement which he did not oppose. 
For your lordships will not hear that miserable jargon which 
you have heard, shameful to office and to official authority, 
that a man, when he happens not to find himself in a majority 
upon any measure, may think himself excusable for the totil 
neglect of his duty ; that in such a situation he is not bound 
to propose anything that it might he proper to propose, or 
to resist anything that it might he proper to resist. What 
would he the inference from such an assumption ? That he 
can never act in a commission ; that unless a man has the 
supreme power, he is not responsible for anything he does or 
neglects to do. This is another principle which your lord- 
ships will see constantly asserted and constantly referred to 
by Mr. Hastings. IS'ow I do contend, that notwithstanding 
his having been in a minority, if there was anything to he 
done that could prevent oppressive consequences, he was 
hound to do that thing ; and that he was hound to propose 
every possible remedial measure. This proud, rebellious 
proposition against the law, that any one individual in the 
council may say that he is responsible for nothing, because 
be is not the whole council, calls for your lordships’ strongest 
reprobation. 

I must now beg leave to observe to you, that tbe treaty 
was made (and I wish yonr lordships to advert to dates) m 
the year 1775 Mr. Hastings acquired the majonty in some- 
thing more than a year afterwards ; and therefore, supposing 
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the acts of the former majority to have been ever so miqui- 
touSj their power lasted but a short time. Erom the year 
1776 to 1784, Mr. Hastings had the whole government of 
Oude in himself, by having the majority in the council. My 
lords, it is no offence that a governor-general, or anybody 
else, has the majority in the council. To have the govern- 
ment in himself is no offence. Neither was it any offence, 
if yon please, that the Nabob was virtually a vassal to the 
Company, as he contends he was ; for the question is not 
what a governor-general Tna^ do, but what Warren Hastings 
did do. He who has a majority in council, and records his 
own acts there, may justify these acts as legal , I mean the 
mode is legal. But as he executes whatever he proposes as 
governor-general, he is solely responsible for the nature of 
the acts themselves. 

I shall now show your lordships, that Mr. Hastings, find- 
ing, as he states, the Nabob to be made, by the treaty in 
1775, eventually a vassal to the Company, has thought proper 
to make him a vassal to himself, for his own private purposes. 
Your lordships will see what corrupt and iniquitous purposes 
they were. In the first place, in order to annihilate in effect 
the council, and to take wholly from them their control in 
the affairs of Oude, he suppressed [your lordships will find 
the fact proved in your minutes] the Persian correspondence, 
which was the whole correspondence of Oude. This whole 
correspondence was secreted by him, and kept from the 
council. It was never communicated to the Persian transla- 
tor of the Company, Mr. Colebrooke, who had a salary for 
executing that office. It was secreted and kept in the private 
cabinet of Mr. Hastings ; fi-om the period of 1781 to 1785, 
no part of it was communicated to the council. There is 
nothing, as your lordships have often found in this trial, that 
speaks for the man like himself, — ^there is nothing will speak 
for his conduct like the records of the Company. 

“ Fort William, 19tli February, 785. 
'At a Council; present, the honourable John Macpherson, 

JEsq., Governor- General, 'President, and John Stables, 

“The Persian translator attending, in obedience to the 
board’s orders, reports, that since the end of the year 378) 
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there iiave been no books of correspondence kept in bis 
office ; because from that time until the late Governor- Gene- 
ral’s departure, he was employed but once by the governor- 
general to manage the correspondence, during a short visit 
which Major Davy, the military Persian interpreter, paid by 
the governor’s order to Lucknow. That during that whole 
period of three years he remained entirely ignorant of the 
correspondence, as he was apphed to on no occasion, except 
for a few papers sometimes sent to him by the secretaries, 
which he always returned to them as soon as translated. 

“ The Persian translator has received from Mr Scott, since 
the late Governor- General’s departure, a trunk containing 
English drafts and translations, and the Persian originals of 
letters and papers, with three books in the Persian language, 
containing copies of letters, written between August, 1782, 
and January, 1785 ; and if the board should please to order 
the secretaries of the general department to furnish him with 
copies of ail translations and drafts recorded in their consul- 
tations, between the 1st of January, 1782, and the 31st of 
January, 1785, he thinks that he should he able, with what 
he has found in Captain Scott’s trunk, to make up the cor- 
respondence for that period. 

“ (Signed) Edwabb Coeebeooio!, 

Persian Translator.” 

Hear then, my lords, what becomes of the records of the 
Company, which were to he the vouchers for every public 
act, which were to show whether, in the Company’s trans- 
actions, agreements, and treaties with the native powers, the 
public faith was kept or not. You see them all crammed 
into Mr. Scott’s trunk ; a trunk into which they put what 
they please, take out what they please, suppress what they 
please, or thrust in whatever will answer their purpose. The 
records of the Governor- General and council of Bengal are 
kept in Captain Jonathan Scott’s trunk ; this trank is to he 
considered as the real and true channel of mtelligence be- 
tween the Company and the country powers ; hut even this 
channel was not open to any member of the council, except 
Mr. Hastings ; and when the council, for the first time, dar- 
ing to think for themselves, call upon the Persian translator, 
he knows nothing about it. We find that it is given infit 
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fhe bands of a person nominated by Mr. Hastings, Major 
HaTj. Wbat do the Company know of him ? Why, he was 
Mr. Hastings’s private secretary. In this manner the council 
have been annihilated during all these transactions, and have 
no other knowledge of them than just what Mr. Hastings 
and his trunk-keeper thought proper to give them. All then 
that we know of these transactions is from this miserable, 
imperfect, garbled correspondence, 

Eut even if these papers contamed a full and faithful ac- 
count of the correspondence, what we charge is its not being 
delivered to the council as it occurred from time to time. Mr, 
Hastings kept the whole government of Oude in his own 
hands, so that the council had no power of judging his acts, 
of checking, controlling, advising, or remonstrating. It was 
totally annihilated by him ; and we charge, as an act of trea* 
son and rebellion against the act of parliament by which he 
held his office, his depriving the council of their legitimate 
authority, by shutting them out from the knowledge of all 
affairs, except indeed when he thought it expedient, for his 
own justification, to have their nominal concurrence or sub- 
senuent acquiescence in any of his more violent measures. 

Your lordships see Mr. Hastings’s system, a system of 
concealment, a system of turning the vassals of the Company 
into his own vassals, to make them contributory, not to the 
Company, but to himself. He has avowed this system in 
Benares ; he has avowed it in Oude. It was his constant 
practice. Your lordships see, in Oude he kept a correspond- 
ence with Mr. Markham for years, and did alone afr the 
material acts which ought to have been done in council. He 
delegated a power to Mr. Markham which he had not to de- 
legate ; and you will see he has done the same in every part 
of India. 

We first charge him, not only with acting without author- 
ity, but with a strong presumption, founded on his conceal- 
ment, of intending to act mischievously. We next charge 
his concealing and withdrawing correspondence as being di- 
rectljr contrary to the orders of the court of directors, the 
practice of his office, and the very nature and existence of 
the council in which he was appointed to preside. We charge 
this as a substantive crime, and as the forerunner of the cp* 
pression, desolation, and ruin of that miserable country. 
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Mr, Hastings having thus rendered the council blind and 
ignorant, and consequently fit for subserviency, what does he 
next do ? I am speaking not with regard to the time of his 
particular acts, but with regard to the general spirit of the 
proceedings. . He next flies in the face of the Company, upon 
the same principle on which he removed Mr. I’owke from 
Benares. “I removed him on political grounds,*’ says he, 
'against the orders of the court of directors, because I 
thought it necessary that the resident should be a man of 
my own nomination and confidence.” At Oude he proceeds 
on the same principle. Mr Bnstow had been nominated to 
the office of resident by the court of directors. Mr. Hast- 
ings, by an act of parliament, was ordered to obey the court 
of directors. He positively refuses to receive Mr. Bristow, 
for no other reason, that we know of, but because he was 
nominated by the court of directors ; he defies the court, and 
declares in effect that they shall not govern that province, 
hut that he will govern it by a resident of his own. 

Your lordships will mark his progress in the establishment 
of that new system, which, he says, he had been obliged to 
adopt by the evil system of his predecessors. First, he anm- 
hilates the council, formed by an act of parliament and by 
order of tbe court of directors. In the second place, he de- 
fies the order of the court, who had the undoubted nomina- 
tion of all their own servants, and who ordered him, under 
the severest injunction, to appoint Mr. Bristow to the office 
of resident in Oude. He for some time refused to nominate 
Mr. Bristow to that office ; and even when he was forced, 
against his will, to permit him for a while to he there, he 
sent Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnson, who annihilated Mr. 
Bristow’s authority so completely, that no one public act 
passed through his hands. 

After he had ended this conflict with the directors, and had 
entirely shook off their authority, he resolved that the native 
powers should know that they were not to look to the court 
of directors, hut to look to his arbitrary will in all things ; 
and therefore, to the astomshment of the world, and as if it 
were designedly to expose the nakedness of the parliament 
of Great Britain, to expose the nakedness of the laws of Great 
Britain, and the nakedness of the authority of the court of 
directors to the country powers, he wrote a letter, which 
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your lordships will find in page 795 of the printed minutes* 
In this letter the secret of his government is discovered to 
the country powers. They are given to understand, that 
whatever exaction, whatever oppression or rum they may 
suffer, they are to look^ nowhere for relief but to him. JN'ot 
to the council, not to the court of directors, not to the sove- 
reign authority of G-reat Britain, but to him and him only 

Before we proceed to this letter, we will first read to you 
the minute of council by which he dismissed Mr Bristow 
upon a former occasion (it is in page 507 of the printed 
minutes), that your lordships may see his audacious defiance 
of the laws of the country. We wish, I say, before we show 
you the horrible and fatal effects of this his defiance, to im- 
press continually upon your lordships’ mmds, that this man 
is to be tried by the laws of the country ; and that it is not 
in his power to annihilate their authority and the authority 
of his masters. We insist upon it that every man under the 
authority of this country is bound to obey its laws. This 
minute relates to his first removal of Mr. Bristow. I read it 
in order to show that he dared to defy the court of directors 
so early as tie year 1776. ‘‘Eesolved that Mr. John Bris- 
tow be recalled to the presidency, from the court of the Kabob 
of Oude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be restored to 
the appointment of resident at that court, subject to the or- 
ders and authority of the Governor- General and council, con- 
formably to the motion of the Governor- General ” I will 
next read to your lordships the orders of the directors for 
his reinstatement, on the 4th of July, 1777. “ Upon the 

most careful perusal of your proceedings, upon the 2nd of De- 
cember, 1776, relative to the recall of Mr. Bristow from the 
court of the Nabob of Oude, and the appointment of Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton to that station, we must declare our 
strongest disapprobation of the whole of that transaction. We 
observe that the Governor- General’s motion for the recall of 
Mr. Bristow includes that for the restoration of Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton ; but as neither of those measures appear to us 
necessary or even j'ustifiable, they cannot receive our appro- 
bation. 

“With respect to Mr. Bristow, we find no shadow of 
charge agamst him ; it appears that he has executed his trust 
to the entire satisfaction even of those members of the comi- 
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eil wlio did not concur in ids appointment. You have unan- 
imously recommended him to our notice — attention to your 
recommendation has induced us to afford him marks of our 
favour, and to reannex the emoluments affixed by you to his 
appointment, which had been discontinued by t)ur order ; 
and as we must be of opinion that a person of acknowledged 
abilities, whose conduct has thus gained him the esteem of 
his superiors, ought not to he degraded without just cause, 
we do not hesitate to interpose in his behalf ; and therefore 
direct that Mr. Bristow do forthwith return to his station of 
resident at Oude, from which he has been so improperly re- 
moved.” 

Upon the receipt of these orders by the council, Mr. Bran- 
ds, then a member of the council, moves, “ That, in obedience 
to the Company’s orders, IMr. Bristow be forthwith appoint- 
ed and directed to return to his station of resident at Oude; 
and that Mr. Burling be ordered to debver over charge 
of the office to Mr. Bristow, immediately on his arrival, and 
return himself forthwith to the presidency. Also that the 
Govemor-G-eneral he requested to furnish Mr. Bristow with 
the usual letter of credence to the ISTabob Vizier.” 

Upon this motion being made, Mr. Hastings entered the 
following minute. “ I wnL ask, who is Mr. Bristow, that a 
member of the administration should at such a time hold him 
forth as an instrument for the degradation of the first execu- 
tive member of this government ? "What are the professed 
objects of his appointment ? Wbat are the merits and ser- 
vices, or what the qualifications, which entitle him to such an 
uncommon distinction ? Is it for bis superior integrity or 
from his eminent abilities, that he is to be dignified at such 
hazards of every consideration that ought to influence mem- 
bers of* this administration? Of the former I know no 
proofs ; I am sure that it is notan evidence of it that he has 
been enabled to make himself the principal in such a compe- 
tition ; and, for the test of his abibties, t appeal to the letter 
which he has dared to write to this hoard, and which I am 
ashamed to say we have suffered. I desire that a copy of it 
may be inserted in this day’s proceedings, that it may stand 
before the eyes of every member of the board, when he shall 
give his vote upon a question for giving their confidence to a 
man, their servant, who has pubhcly insulted them, his mas» 
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ters, and tlie members of tbe government, to whom he owes 
nis obedience ; "who, assuming an association with the court of 
directors, and erecting himself into a tribunal, has arraigned 
them for disobedience of orders, passed judgment upon 
them, and condemned or acquitted them as their magistrate 
and superior. Let the board consider whether a man pos- 
sessed of so independent a spirit, who has already shown 
such a contempt of their authority, who has shown himself 
so wretched an advocate for his own cause, and negotiator 
for his own interest, is fit to be trusted with the guardianship 
of their honour, the execution of their measures, and as their 
confidential manager and negotiator with the princes of 
India.’’ 

My lords, you here see an instance of what I have before 
stated to your lordships, and what I shall take the liberty of 
recommending to your constant consideration. You see that 
a tyrant and a rebel is one and the same thing. You see 
this man, at the very time that he is a direct rebel to the 
Company, arbitrarily and tyranmcalLy displacing Mr. Bristow, 
although he had previously joined in the approbation of his 
conduct, and m voting him a pecuniary reward. He is 
ordped by the court of directors to restore that person, who 
desires in a suppliant, decent, proper tone, that the Company’s 
orders should produce their effect, and that the council would 
have the goodness to restore him to his situation. 

My lords, you have seen the audacious insolence, the ty- 
rannical pride, with which he dares to treat this order. You 
have seen the recorded minute which he has dared to send 
to the court of directors ; and in this you see, that when he 
cannot directly asperse a man’s conduct, and has nothing to 
say against it, he maliciously, I should perhaps rather say 
enviously, insinuates that he had imjustly made his fortune. 
“You are,” says he, “to judge from the independence of his 
manner and style, whether he could or no have got that with- 
out some unjust means.” God forbid I should ever he able 
to invent anything that can equal the impudence of what this 
man dares to write to his superiors, or the insolent style in 
which he dares to treat persons who are not his servants. 

Who made the servants of the Company the master of the 
servants of tbe Company ? The court of directors are their 
fellow servants j they are all the servants of this kingdom- 



WAHEEir HASTI5-GS, ESQ. 


125 


Still the claim of a fellow servant to hold m office -which the 
court of directors had legallj appointed him to, is considered 
by this audacious tyrant as an insult to him. By this you 
may judge how he -treats, not only the servants of the 
Company, hut the natives of the country, and by what means 
he has brought them into that abj'ect state of servitude, in 
which they are ready to do anything he -wishes, and to sign 
anything he dictates. I must again beg your lordships « to 
remark what this man has had the folly and impudence to 
place upon the records of the council of which he was presi- 
dent ; and I will* venture to assert that so extraordinary a 
performance never before appeared on the records of any 
court, Eastern or European. Because Mr. Bristow claims an 
office which is his right and his freehold as long as the Com- 
pany chooses, Mr. Hastings accuses him of being an accom- 
plice with the court of directors in a conspiracy against him ; 
and because, after long delays, he had presented an humble 
petition to have the court oi directors’ orders in his favour 
earned into execution, “ he says, he has erected himself into 
a tribunal of justice ; that he has arraigned the council for 
disobedience of orders, passed judgment upon them, and con- 
demned or acquitted them as -tiieir magistrate and superior.” 

Let us suppose his Majesty to have been pleased to appoint 
any one to an office in the gift of the crown ; -w’hat should we 
think of the person whose business it was to execute the 
king’s commands, if he should say to the person appointed, 
when he claimed his office, you shall not have it ; you assume 
to be my superior, and you disgrace and dishonour me ? G-ood 
G-od ’ my lords, where was this language learned : in what 
country, and in what barbarous nation of Hottentots was 
this jargon picked up ? Eor there is no Eastern court that I 
ever heard of (and I believe I have been as conversant with 
the manners and customs of the East as most persons whose 
business has not directly led them into that country) where 
such conduct would have been tolerated, A bashaw, if he 
should be ordered by tbe Grand Seignor to invest another 
with his office, puts the letter upon his head, and obedience 
immediately follows. 

But the obedience of a barbarous magistrate should not he 
compared to the obedience which a British subject owes to 
the laws of his country. Mr. Hastings receives an order, 
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wMcli Eie sTioiild have instantly obeyed. He is reminded of 
this hy the person who suffers from his disobedience : ana 
this proves that person to be possessed of too independent a 
spirit. Aye, my lords, here is the grievance — no man can 
dare show in India an independent spirit. It is this, and not 
his having shown such a contempt of their authority, not his 
havmg shown himself so wretched an advocate for his own 
cause, and so bad a negotiator for his own interest, that makes 
him unfit to he trusted with the guardianship of their honour, 
the execution of their measures, and to be their confidential 
manager and negotiator with the princes of India. 

But, my lords, what is this want of skill which Mr. Bris- 
tow has shown in negotiatmg his own affairs ? Mr. Hastings 
will inform us. He should have pocketed the letter of the 
court of directors ; he should never have made the least, 
mention of it ; he should have come to my banyan, Cantoo 
Baboo ; he should' have offered him a bribe upon the occasion. 
That would have' been the way to succeed with me, who 
am a public-spirited taker of bribes and nuzzeers. But this 
base fool — this man, who is but a vile negotiator for his own 
interest, has dared to accept the patronage of the court of 
directors. He should have secured the protection of Cantoo 
Baboo, their more efficient rival. This would have been the 
skilful mode of doing the business. But this man, it seems, 
had not only shown himself an unskilful negotiator, — he 
had likewise afforded evidence of his want of integrity. And 
what is this evidence ? His having “ enabled himself to be- 
come the principal in such a competition.” That is to say 
he had hy his meritorious conduct in the service of his masi 
ters, the directors, obtained their approbation and favour. Mr 
Hastings then contemptuously adds, “ and, for the test of his 
abilities, I appeal to the letter which he has dared to write 
to the board, and which, I am ashamed to say, we have suf- 
fered.” Whatever that letter may be, I will venture to say 
there is not a word or syllable in it that tastes of such in- 
solence and arbitrariness, with regard to the servants of the 
Company, his fellow servants, — of such audacious rebellion, 
with regard to the laws of his country, as are contained in 
this minute of Mr. Hastings. 

But, my lords, why did he choose to have Mr. Middleton 
’ippointed resident ? Your lordships have not seen Mr. Bris- 
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tow. You taTe only heard of him as a humble suppHant, to 
have the orders of the Company obeyea , but you have seen 
Mr. Middleton. You know that ]&. Middleton is a good 
man to keep a secret : I describe him no further. You know 
what qualifications Mr. Hastings requires in a favourite ; 
you also know why he was turned out of his employment, 
with the approbation of the court of directors ; that it was 
principally' because, when resident in Oude, he positively, 
audaciously, and rebeUiously refused to lay before the council 
the correspondence with the country powers. He says he 
gave it up to IHr. Hastings ; whether he has or has not de- 
stroyed it we know not ; all we know of it is, that it is not 
found to this hour. We cannot even find Mr. Middleton’s 
trunk, though Mr. Jonathan Scott did at last produjce his. 
The whole of the Persian correspondence, during Mr. Mid- 
dleton’s residence, was refused, as I have said, to the board 
at Calcutta and to the court of directors was refused to the 
legal authorities ; and Mr. Middleton, foE that very refusal, 
was again appointed by Mr. Hastings to supersede Mr Bris- 
tow, removed without a pretence of offence ; he received, I 
say, this appointment from Mr. Hastings, as a reward for that 
servile compliance, by which he dissolved every tie between 
himself and his legal masters. 

The matter being now brought to a simple issue, whether 
the G-overnor- General is or is not bound to obey his supe- 
riors, I shall here leave it with your lordships, and I have 
only to beg your lordships will remark the course of events 
as they follow each other ; keeping in mind that the prisoner 
at your bar declared Mr. Bristow to be a man of suspected 
integrity, on account of his independence, and deficient in 
abibty, because he did not know how best to promote his 
own interest. 

I must here’ state to your lordships, that it was the duty of 
the resident to transact the money concerns of the Company, 
as well as its political negotiations ; you will now see how 
Mr. Hastings divided that duty after he became apprehensive 
that the court of directors might be inclined to assert their 
own authority, and to assert it m a proper manner, which they 
so rarely did. When, therefore, his passion had cooled, when 
his resentment of those violent indignities wMch had been 
offered to him, namely, the indignity of being put in mind 
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that he had any superior under heaven (for I know of no 
other), he adopts the expedient of dividing the residency into 
two offices ; he makes a fair compromise between himself and 
the directors. He appoints Mr. Middleton to the manage- 
ment of the money concerns, and Mf. Bristow to that of the 
political affairs Your lordships see that Mr. Bristow, upon 
whom he had fixed the disqualification for political affairs, was 
the very person appointed to that department ; and to Mr. 
Middleton, the man of his confidence, he gives the manage- 
ment of the money transactions. He discovers plainly where 
his heart was ; for where your treasure is, there wiU your 
heart be also. This private agent, this stifler of correspond- 
ence, a man whose costive retention discovers no secret com- 
mitted, to him, and whose slippery memory is subject to a 
diarrhoea, which permits everything he did know to escape ; 
this very man he places in a situation where his talents could 
only be useful for concealment, and where concealment could 
only be used to cover fraud ; while Mr. Bristow, who was by 
his official engagement responsible to the Company for fair 
and clear accounts, was appointed superintendent of political 
affairs, an office for which Mr. Hastmgs declared he was to- 
tally unfit. 

My lords, you wiU judge of the designs which the prisoner 
had in contemplation, when he dared to commit this act of 
rebeUion against the Company ; you wiU see that it could 
not have been any other than getting the money transactions 
of Oude into his own hands. The presumption of a corrupt 
motive is here as strong as, I believe, it possibly can be. 

The next point to which I have to direct your lordships’ 
attention is that part of the prisoner’s conduct in this mat- 
ter by which he exposed the nakedness of the Company’s 
authority to the native powers. You would imagine that after 
the first dismissal of Mr. Bristow, Mr. Hastings would have 
done with him for ever, that nothing could have induced him 
again to bring forward a man who had dared to insult him, a 
man who had shown an independent spirit, a man who had 
dishonoured the council and msulted his masters, a man of 
doubtful integrity, and convicted unfitness for office. But, 
my lords, in the face of all this he afterwards sends this very 
man with undivided authority into the country as sole resi- 
dent : and now your lordships shall hear in what manner he 
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aeeouHts for this appointment to Gohind Bam, the vakeel or 
ambassador of the Nabob Azoph nl Dowlah at Calcutta. It 
IS m page 795 of the printed minutes. 

MriT^ct of an Arzee sent h^JRaJah Gobind Mam to the Tlzier, 
hy the Governor-^ General 8 directions, and written the %7th 
of August, 1782. 

This day the Governor- General sent for me in private ; 
after recapitulating the various informations he had received 
respecting the anarchy and confusion said to reign throughout 
your highness’s country ; and complains that neither your 
highness, nor Hyder Beg Khan, nor hlr. Middleton, nor Mr. 
Johnson, ever vrrote to him on the state of your affairs, or if 
he ever received a letter from your presence it always con- 
tained assertions contrary to the above informations; the 
Governor- General proceeded as follows: — ^That it was his 
intention to have appomted hir. David Anderson to attend 
upon your highness, but that he was still with Scindia, and 
there was no prospect of his speedy return from his camp , 
therefore it was now his wish to appoint Mr. John Bristow*, 
who was well experienced in business, to Lucknow. That 
when Mr. Bristow formerly held the office of resident there, 
he was not appomted by him , and that notwithstanding he 
had not shown any instances of disobedience, yet ‘he had 
deemed it necessary to recall him because he had been patro- 
nized and appointed by gentlemen who were in opposition to 
him, and had contradicted and thwarted all his measures; 
that this had been his reason for recalling Mr. Bristow. That 
since Mr. Brancis’s return to Europe, and the arrival of in- 
formation there of the deaths of the other gentlemen, the 
king and the Company had declared their approbation of his 
(the Governor- General’s) conduct, and had conferred upon 
him the most ample powers ; that they had sent out Mr. Mae- 
pherson, who was his old and particular friend ; and that Mr. 
Stables, that was on his way here as a member of the supreme 
couneibwas also his particular friend; that Mr. Wheler had re- 
ceived letters from Europe, informing him that the members of 
the council were enjoined all of them to cooperate and act in 
conjunction with him, in every measure which should be agree- 
able to him ; and that there was no one in council now, who 
was not united with him, and consequently that his authority 
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was perfect and complete ; that Mr- Bristow, as it was known 
to me, had returned to Europe , hut that durmg his stay 
there he had never said anything disrespectful of him, or 
endeavoured to injure him ; on the contrary, he had received 
accounts from Europe that Mr. Bristow had spoken much in 
his praise , so that Mr Bristow’s friends had become his 
friends ; that Mr. Bristow had lately been introduced to him 
by Mr. Macpherson, had explained his past conduct perfectly 
to his satisfaction, and had requested from him the appoint- 
ment to Lucknow ; and had declared, in the event of his 
obtaining the appointment, that he should show every mark 
of attention and obedience to the pleasure of your highness, 
and his, the Governor’s ; saying that your highness was well 
pleased with him, and that he knew what you had written 
formerly was at the instigation of Mr. Middleton ; that in 
consequence of the foregoing, he', the Governor, had determined 
to have appointed Mr. Bristow to Lucknow, but had post- 
poned his dismission to his office, for the following reasons 
(videlicet), people at Lucknow might think that Mr. Bristow- 
had obtained bis appointment in consequence of orders from 
Europe, and contrary to the Governor’s inclination ; but as 
tbe contrary was the case, and as he now considered Mr 
Bristow as the object of his o-wn particular patronage, there- 
fore he directed me to forward Mr. Bristow’s arzee to the 
presence ; and that it was the Governor’s wish that your high- 
ness, on the receipt thereof, would write a letter to him, and, 
as from yourself, request of him that Mr. Bristow may be ap- 
pointed to Lucknow, and that you would write an answer to 
this arzee, expressive of your personal satisfaction on the sub- 
ject ; the Governor concluded -with injunctions, that until the 
arrival of your highness’s letter, requesting the appointment 
of Mr. Bristow, and your answer to this arzee, that I should 
keep the particulars of this conversation a profound secret, for 
that the communication of it to any person whatever would 
not only cause his displeasure, but would throw affairs at 
Lucknow into great confusion. . The preceding is tbe sub- 
stance of the governor’s directions to me ; he afterwards went 
to Mr. Macpherson’ s and 1 attended him ; Mr, Bristow was 
there ; the Governor took Mr. Bristow’s arzee from his hand 
and delivered it into mine, and thence proceeded to council ; 

Bristow’s arzee, and the following particulars, I transmit 
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and communicate by tbe Groyemor’s directions ; and I request 
that I may be favoured with tbe answer to tbearzee, and tbe 
letter to tbe G-overnor, as soon as possible, as bis injunctions 
to me were very particular on tbe subject.” 

My lords, I bave to observe upon tbis very extraordinary 
transaction, that you will see many things in tbis letter that 
are curious, and worthy of being taken out of that abyss of 
secrets, Mr. Scott’s trunk, in which this arzee was found. 
It contains, as far as tbe prisoner thinks proper to reveal it, 
tbe true secret of tbe transaction. He confesses, jSrst, tbe 
state of tbe vizier’s country, as communicated to him in 
various accounts of tbe anarchy and confusion said to reign 
throughout bis territories. This was in tbe year 1782, during 
tbe time that tbe Oude correspondence was not communicated 
to tbe council. 

He next stated, that neither tbe vizier, nor bis minister, nor 
Mr. Middleton, nor Mr. Johnson, ever wrote to him on tbe 
state of affairs. Here then are three or four persons all nomi- 
nated by -himself, every one of them supposed to be in his 
strictest confidence ; tbe Nabob and bis vassal Hyder Beg 
Kb^n being, as we shall show afterwards, entirely bis depend- 
ants ; and yet Mr. Hastings declares, that not one of them 
bad done their duty, or bad written him one word concerning 
tbe state of the country, and tbe anarchy and confusion that 
prevailed in it, and that when tbe Nabob did write, bis as- 
sertions were contrary to tbe real state of things. Now tbis 
irregular correspondence which be carried on at Lucknow, 
and wbicb gave bim, as he pretends, tbis contradictory inform- 
ation, was, as your lordships will see, nothing more nor 
less than a complete fraud. 

Tour lordships -will next observe, that be tells tbe vakeel 
bis reason for turning him out was, that he bad been patron- 
ized by other gentlemen. Tbis was true ; but they bad a 
right to patronize bim, and they did not patronize Hm from 
private motives, but in direct obedience to tbe order of the 
court of directors. He then adds tbe assurance wbicb be 
bad received from Mr. Bristow, that be would be perfectly 
obedient to him, Mr. Hastings, in fiiture ; and be goes on to 
tell tbe vakeel, that be knew the vizier was once weE pleased 
with bim (Mr. Bristow), and that bis formal complaints 
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against iiim were written at tlie instigation of Mr. Middle- 
ton. 

Here is another discoTery, my lords. When he recalled 
Mr. Bnstow, he did it under the pretence of its being de- 
sired by the liTabob of Oude; and that consequently he 
would not keep at the Nabob’s court a man that was disagree- 
able to him. Yet, when the thing comes to be opened, it 
appears that Mr. Middleton had made the Nabob, unwillingly, 
wnte a false letter. This subornation of falsehood appears 
also to ha-ve been known to Mr, Hastings. Hid he, either 
as the natural guardian and protector of the reputation of his 
fellow servants, or as the ofB.cial administrator of the laws of 
his country, or as a faithful servant of the Company, ever 
call Mr. Middleton to an account for it ? No, never. To 
everybody, therefore, acquainted with the characters and 
circumstances of the parties concerned, the conclusion will 
appear evident, that he was himself the author of it ; but 
your lordships will find there is no end of his insolence and 
duplicity. 

He next tells the vakeel, that the reason why he postponed 
the mission of Mr Bristow to Lucknow was lest the people 
of Lucknow should think he had obtained his appointment 
in consequence of orders from Europe, and contrary to the 
G-overnor’s inclination. You see, my lords, he would have 
the people of the country believe, that they are to receive the 
person appointed resident, not as appointed by the Company, 
but m consequence of his being under Mr. Hastings’s par- 
ticular patronage ; and to remove from them any suspicion 
that the resident would obey the orders of the court of di- 
rectors, or any orders but his own, he proceeds in the manner 
I have read to your lordships. 

You here see the whole machinery of the business . he re- 
moves Mr. Bnstow, contrary to the orders of the court of 
directors. Why ? Because, says he to the court of directors, 
the Nabob complained of him, and desired it He here says, 
that he knew the Nabob did not desire it, but that the letter 
of complaint really and substantially was Mr. Middleton’s. 
Lastly, as he recalls Mr. Bristow, so he wishes him to be 
called back in the same fictitious and fraudulent manner. 
This system of fraud proves that there is not one letter from 
that country, not one act of this vizier, not one act of his 
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■ministers, not one act of his ambassadors, but what is false 
and fraudulent. And now tlimlc, my lords, first of the slavery 
of the Company’s servants, subjected in this manner to the 
arbitrary will and corrupt frauds of Mr. Hastings I 2s ext 
think of the situation of the princes of the country, obliged 
to complam without matter of complaint, to approve without 
satisfaction, and to have all their correspondence fabricated 
by Mr. Hastings at Calcutta 1 

But, my lords, it was not indignities of this kind alone 
that the native princes suffered from this system of fraud 
and duphcity. Their more essential interests and those of 
the people were involved in it ; it pervaded and poisoned the 
whole mass of their mternal government. 

'Who was the mstrument employed in all this double deal- 
ing ? Gobind Earn, the vizier’s diplomatic minister at Cal- 
cutta. Suspicions perpetually arise in his mind, whether he 
is not cheated and imposed upon. He could never tell w'hen 
he had Mr. Hastings fixed upon any point He now finds 
him recommending Mr. Middleton, and then declaring that 
Mr. Middleton neglects the duty of his office, and gives him, 
Gobind Earn, iuformation that is fraudulent and directly con- 
trary to the truth. He is let into various contradictory se- 
crets, and becomes acquainted with innumerable frauds, 
falsehoods, and prevarications. He knew that the whole 
pretended government of Oude was from- beginning to end a 
deception ; that it was an imposture for the purpose of cor- 
ruption and peculation. Such was the situation of the Na- 
bob’s vakeel. The Nabob himself was really at a loss to 
know who had and who had not the Governor’s confidence ; 
whether he was acting in obedience to the orders of the 
court of directors, or whether their orders were not always 
to he disobeyed. He thus writes to Gobind Earn, who was 
exactly in the same uncertainty. 

“ As to the commands of Mr. Hastings, which you write 
on the subject of the distraction of the country, and the want 
of information from me, and his wishes that, as Mr. John 
Bristow has shown sincere wishes and attachment to Mr. 
Hastings, I should write for him to send Mr. John Bristow ; 
it would have been proper and necessary for you privately 
to have understood what were Mr. Hastings’s real intentions. 
Whether the choice of sending Mr. John Bristow was hia 
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own desire, or wTietlier it was in compliance with Mr. Mae- 
pherson’s ; that I might then have written conformably 
thereto ; writings are now sent to you for both cases. Hav- 
ing privately understood the wishes of Mr. Hastings, deliver 
whichever of the writings he should order you, for I study 
Mr. Hastings’s satisfaction ; whoever is his friend is mine, 
and whoever is his enemy is mine ; but in both these cases, 
my wishes are the same , that having consented to the paper 
of questions which Major Davy carried with him, and having 
given me the authority of the country, whomever he may af- 
terwards appoint, I am satisfied ; I am now brought to great 
distress by these gentlemen, who ruin me ; in case of con- 
sent, I am contented with Majors Davy and Palmer. Here- 
after, whatever may he Mr. Hastings’s desire, it is best.” 

Here is a poor, miserable instrument, confessing himself 
to be sucb, ruined by Mr. Hastings’s public agents, Mr. Mid- 
dleton and Mr. Johnson ; ruined by his private agents, Major 
Davy and Major Palmer ; ruined equally by them all ; and 
at last declaring in a tone of despair, “ If you have a rniud 
really to keep Slajor Davy and Major Palmer here, why I 
must consent to it. Do what you please with me ; I am your 
creature ; for Grod’s sake, let me have a httle rest ” 

Tour lordships shall next hear what account Hyder Beg 
Hhan, the vizier’s prime minister, gives of the situation in 
which he and his master were placed. 

^Mract of a Letter from Hyder Leg Khan; recewed 2Xst 
Aprilj 1785. 

“ I hope that such orders and commands as relate to the 
friendship between bis highness and the Company’s govern- 
ments and to your will, may be sent through Major Palmer, 
in your own private letters, or in your letters to the major, 
who is appointed from you at the presence of his highness, 
that, in obedience to your orders, be may properly explain 
your commands, and whatever affair may be settled, he may 
first secretly inform you of it ; and afterwards bis highness 
may, conformably thereto, write an answer, and I also may 
represent it. By this system, your pleasure will always be 
fully made known to his highness, and his highness and we 
will execute whatever may he your orders, without deviating 
a hair’s breadth ; and let not the representations of interested 
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persons be approved of, because bis bigbness makes bo oppo- 
sition to your will ; and I, your servant, am ready in obe- 
dience and service, and I make no excuses.’* 

IN'ow, my lords, was there ever such a discovery made of 
the arcana of any public theatre ? You see here behind the 
ostensible scenery all the crooked working of the machinery 
developed, and laid open to the world. You now see by 
what secret movement the master of the mechanism has con- 
ducted the great Indian opera, an opera of fraud, deceptions, 
and harlequin tricks. Yon have it all laid open before you- 
The ostensible scene is drawn aside; it has vanished from 
your sight. All the strutting signors, and all the soft sig- 
noras, are gone ; and instead of a brilliant spectacle of de- 
scending chariots, gods, goddesses, sun, moon, and stars, you 
have nothing to gaze on but sticks, wire, ropes, and ma- 
chinery. You find the appearance all false and fraudulent ; 
and you see the whole trick at once. All this, my lords, we 
owe to Major Scott’s trunk, which, hy admitting us behind 
the scene, has enabled us to discover the real state of Mr. 
Hastings’s government in India. And can your lordships 
believe that all this mechanism of fraud, prevarication, and 
falsehood could have been intended for any purpose hut to 
forward that robbery, corruption, and peculation by which 
Mr. Hastings has destroyed one of the finest countries upon 
earth ! Is it necessary, after this, for me to tell you that 
you are not to believe one word of the correspondence stated 
hy him to have been received from India ? This discovery 
goes to the whole matter of the whole government of the 
country. You have seen what that government was, and hy 
and by you shall see the eflfects of it. 

Your lordships have now seen this trunk of Mr. Scott’s 
producing the effects of Aladdin’s lamp, of which your lord- 
ships may read in books much more worthy of credit than 
Mr. Hastings’s correspondence. I have given all the credit 
of this precious discovery to Mr. Scott’s trunk ; but, my lords, 
I find that I have to ask pardon for a mistake, in supposing 
the letter of Hyder Beg Kh^ to be a part of Mr. Hastmgs’s 
correspondence. It comes from an'other quarter, not much 
less singular, and equally authentic and unimpeachable. But 
though it is not from the trunk, it smells of the trunk ; it 
smells of the leather. I was as proud of my imaginary dis- 
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covery Sanclio Paneha was, that one o£ his ancestors had 
discovered a taste of iron in some wine, and another a taste 
of leather in the same wine, and that afterwards there was 
found in the cask a little key tied to a thong of leather, 
which had given to the wme a taste of both. Now, whether 
this letter tasted of the leather of the trunk, or of the iron of 
Mr. Macpherson, I confess I was a little out in my suggestion 
and my taste. The letter in question was written by Hyder 
Beg Kh^n, after Mr. Hastings’s departure, to Mr. Macpher- 
son, when he succeeded to the government. That gentleman 
thus got possession of a key to the trunk, and it appears to 
have been his intentions to follow the steps of his predeces- 
sor, to act exactly in the same manner, and m the same man- 
ner to make the Nabob the instrument of his own ruin. 

This letter was written by the Nabob’s minister to Sir 
John Macpherson, newly inaugurated into his government, 
and who might be supposed not to be acquainted with all the 
best of Mr. Hastings’s secrets, nor to have had all the trunk 
correspondence put into his hands. However, here is a trunk 
extraordinary, and its contents are much in the manner of the 
other. The Nabob’s minister acquaints him with the whole 
secret of the system. It is plain that the Nabob considered 
it as a system not to be altered ; that there was to be nothing 
true, nothmg above-board, nothing open in the government of 
his affairs. When you thus see that there can be little doubt 
of the true nature of the government, I am sure that here- 
after, when we come to consider the effects of that govern- 
ment, it will clear up, and brmg home to the prisoner at your 
bar all we shall have to say upon this subject. 

Mr. Hastings havmg thrown off completely the authority 
of the Company, as you have seen ; — having trampled upon 
those of their servants who had manifested any symptom of 
independence, or who considered the orders of the directors 
as a rule of their conduct ; — having brought every English- 
man under his yoke, and made them supple and fit instru- 
ments for all his designs, then gave it to be understood that 
such alone were fit persons to be employed in important af- 
fairs of state. Consider, my lords, the effect of this upon the 
wjiole service. Not one man that appears to pay any regard 
to the authority of the directors is to expect that any regard 
Will be paid to himself. So that this man not only rebels 
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himself in his own person against the authority of the Com- 
pany, hut he makes all their servants join him in this very 
rebellion. Think, my lords, of this state of things ; and 1 
wish it never to pass from your minds that I have called him 
the captain-general of the whole host of actors in Indian 
imqmty, under whom that host was arrayed, disciplined, and 
paid. This language which I used was not, as fools hav e 
.Jdinn ght proper to call it, offensive and ahusive”- it is in a 
proper criminatory hone, justified by the facts that 1 h ave 
_ stated to y ou ;‘~~and m every step take it is justified more 
and more. I take it as a text upon which I mean to preach ; 
I take it as a text, which I wish to have in your lordships’ 
memory from the beginning to the end of this proceeding. 
He is not only guilty of iniquity himself, hut is at the head 
of a system of iniquity and rebellion ; and will not suffer, 
with impunity, any one honest man to exist in India if he 
can help it. Every mark of obedience to the legal authority 
of the Company is by him condemned ; and if there is any 
virtue remaining in India, as I think there is, it is not his 
fault that it stiU exists there 

We have shown you the servile obedience of the natives 
of the country ; we have shown you the miserable situation 
to which a great prince, at least a person who was the other 
day a great prmce, was reduced by Hastings’s system. 
We sbaU next show you that this prince, who? unfortunately 
for himself, became a dependant on the Company, and there- 
by subjected to the wdl of an arbitrary government, is made 
by him the instrument of his own degradation, the instru- 
ment of his (the Grovemor’s) falsehoods ; the instrument of 
his peculations — and that he had been subjected to all this 
degradation for the purposes of the most odious tyranny, 
violence, and corruption. 

Mr. Hastings, having assumed the government to himself, 
soon made Oude a private domain. It had, to he sure, a 
public name, but it was to aU practical mtents and purposes 
bis park or bis warren , a place, as it were, for game, whence 
he drew out or killed at an earlier or later season, as he 
thought fit, anythmg he liked, and brought it to his table 
according as it served his purpose Before I proceed, it wiU 
not be improper for me to remind your lordships of the legi- 
timate ends to which all controUinfi: and superintending power 
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ouglit to be directed. Wbetber a man acquires this power 
by law or by usurpation, there are certain duties attached to 
hia station. Let us now see what these duties are. 

The first is to take care of that vital principle of every 
state, its revenue. The next is to preserve the magistracy 
and legal authorities, m honour, respect, and force. And the 
third to preserve the property, moveable and immoveable, of 
all the people committed to his charge. 

In regard to his first duty, the protection of the revenue ; 
your lordships will find that from three millions and upwards, 
which I stated to be the revenue of Oude, and which Mr. 
Hastings, I believe, or anybody for him, has never thought 
proper to deny — it sunk under his management to about 
£1,440,000 : and even this, Mr. Middleton says (as you may 
see in your minutes), was not completely realized. Thus, 
my lords, you see that one half of the whole revenue of the 
country was lost after it came into Mr. Hastings’s manage- 
ment. Well, but it may perhaps be said this was owing to 
the Habob’s own imprudence. Ho such thing, my lords ; it 
could not be so ; for the whole real administration and go- 
vernment of the country was in the hands of IHr. Hastings’s 
agents, pubhc or private 

To let you see how provident Mr. Hastings’s management 
of it was, I shall produce to your lordships one of the prin- 
cipal manoeuvres that he adopted for the improvement of the 
revenue and for the happiness and prosperity of the country, 
the latter of which will always go along, more or less, with 
the first. 

The Hahob, whose acts your lordships have now learned to 
appreciate as no other than the acts of Mr Hastings, writes 
to the council to have a body of British ojficers for the pur- 
poses of improving the discipline of his troops, collecting his 
revenues, and repressmg disorder and outrage among his sub- 
jects This proposal was ostensibly fair and proper ; and if 
I had been in the council at that time, and the Habob had 
really and bona fide made such a request, I should have said 
he had taken a very reasonable and judicious step, and that 
the Company ought to aid him m his design. 

Among the officers sent to Oude, in consequence of this 
requisition, was the well-known Colonel Hannay, a man 
whose name will be bitterly and long remembered in India, 
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This person, we understand, had "been reconimended to Mr. 
Hastings by Sir Elijah Impey, and his appointment was the 
natural consequence of such patronage. I say the natural 
consequence, because Sir Elijah Impey appears on your 
minutes to have been Mr. Hastings’s private agent and nego- 
tiator in Oude. In that light, and in that light only, 1 con- 
sider Colonel Hannay in this business. We cannot prove 
that he was not of Mr. Hastings’s own nomination originally 
and primarily ; but whether we take him in this way, or as 
recommended by Sir Elijah Impey, or anybody else, Mr. 
Hastings is equally responsible. 

Colonel Hannay is sent np by Mr. Hastings, and has the 
command of a brigade, of two regiments I think, given to 
him. Thus far all is apparently fair and easily understood ; 
but in this country we find everything in masquerade and 
disguise We find this man, instead of being an officer, 
farmed the revenue of the country, as is proved by Colonel 
Lumsden and other gentlemen, who were bis sub-farmers and 
his assistants. Here, my lords, we have a man who appeared 
to have been sent up the country as a commander of troops, 
agreeably to the Nabob’s request ; and who, upon our inquiry, 
we discover to have been farmer-general of the country! 
We discover this with surprise ; and I believe till our in- 
quiries began it was unknown in Europe. We have, however, 
proved upon your lordships’ minutes, by an evidence pro- 
duced by Mr. Hastings himself, that Colonel Hannay was 
actiiaUy farmer-general of the countries of Barratch and Grur- 
ruckpore. We have proved upon your minutes that Colonel 
Hannay was the only person jiossessed of power in the coun- 
try ; that there was no magistrate in it, nor any administra- 
tion of the law whatever. We have proved to your lordships 
that in his character of farmer-genem he availed himself of 
the influence derived from commanding a battalion of soldiers; 
in short, we have proved that the whole power, civil, mili- 
tary, municipal, and financial, resided in him j and we fbrtber 
refer your lordships to Mr. Lumsden and Mr. Halbed for the 
authority which be possessed in that country. Tour lord- 
ships, I am sure, will supply with your diligence what is 
defective in my statement j I Lave therefore taken the liber- 
ty of indicating to you where you are to find the evidence to 
which I refer. You will there, my lords, find this Colonel 
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Hannay ia a false cliaracter — ^he is ostensibly given to the 
Nabob as a commander of bis troops ; while in reality he is 
forced upon that prmce as his farmer-general. He is invested 
with the whole command of the country, while the sovereign 
is unable to control him, or to prevent his extorting from the 
people whatever he pleases 

If we are asked what the terms of his farm were ; — we 
cannot discover that he farmed the country at any certain 
sum. We cannot discover that he was subjected to any 
terms, or confined by any limitations. Armed with arbitrary 
power, and exercising that power imder a false title, his ex- 
actions from the poor natives were only limited by his own 
pleasure. Tinder these circumstances, we are now to ask 
what there was to prevent him from robbmg and ruining the 
people ; and what security against his robbing the exchequer 
of the person whose revenue he farmed ^ 

You are told by the witnesses m the clearest manner, and, 
after what you have heard of the state of Oude, you cannot 
doubt the fact, that nobody, not even the Nabob, dared to 
complain against him; that he was considered as a man 
authorized and supported by the power of the British govern- 
ment ; and it is proved m the evidence before you that he 
vexed and harassed the country to the utmost extent which 
we have stated in our article of charge, and which you would 
naturally expect from a man actmg under such false names 
with such real powers. We have proved that from some of 
the principal zemindars m that country, who held farms let to 
them for 27,000 rupees a year, a rent of 60,000 was demanded, 
and m some cases enforced , and that upon the refusal of one 
of them to comply with this demand, he was driven out of 
the country. 

Your lordships will find in the evidence before you, that 
the mhabitants of the country were not only harassed m 
their fortunes, but cruelly treated in their persons You have 
it upon Mr. Halhed’s evidence, and it is not attempted, that 
I know of, to be contradicted, that the people were confined 
in open cages exposed to the scorching heat of the sun, for 
pretended or real arrears of rent ; it is indifferent which, be- 
cause I consider all confinement of the person to support an 
arbitrary exaction, to be an abomination not to be tolerated. 
They have endeavoured, indeed, to weaken this evidence by 
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an attempt to prove that a man, day and night in confine- 
ment in an open cage, suffers no inconvenience. And here I 
must beg your lordships to observe the extreme unwiilingness 
that appears in these witnesses. Their testimony is drawn 
from them drop by drop, their answers to our questions are 
never more than yes or no ; but when they are examined by 
the counsel on the other side, it flows as freely as if drawn 
from a perennial spring ; and such a spring we have in Indian 
corruption. We have, however, proved, that in these cages 
the renters were confined, till they could be lodged in the 
dungeons or mud forts. We have proved that some of them 
were obliged to sell their children ; that others fled the coun- 
try ; and that these practices were carried to snch an awful 
extent, that Colonel Hannay was under the necessity of issu- 
ing orders against the unnatural sale and flight which his 
rapacity had occasioned. The prisoner’s counsel have at- 
tempted to prove that this had been a common practice in 
that country — and though possibly some person as wicked as 
Colonel Hannay might have been there before at some time 
or other, no man ever sold his children but under the pres- 
sure of some cruel exaction Hature calls out against it. 
The love that God has implanted m the heart of parents 
towards their children is the first germ of that second con- 
junction which he has ordered to subsist between them and 
the rest of mankind. It is the first formation and first bond 
of society. It is stronger than all laws ; for it is the law of 
nature, which is the law of God. ISTever did a man sell his 
children, who was able to maintain them It is therefore 
not only a proof of his exactions, but a decisive proof that 
these exactions were intolerable. 

Hext to the love of parents for tbeir children, the strongest 
instinct both natural and moral that exists in man is the love 
of his country : — an instinct, indeed, which extends even to 
the brute creation. All creatures love tbeir offspring ; next 
to that they love their homes ; they have a fondness for the 
place where they have been bred, for the habitations they 
have dwelt in, for the stalls in which they have been fed, 
the pastures they have browsed in, and the wilds in which 
they have roamed. We all know that the natal soil has a 
sweetness in it beyond the harmony of verse. This instinct, 
I say, that binds all creatures to their country, never becomes 
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inert in us, nor ever suffers us to want a memory of it. 
Those, therefore, who seek to fly their country, can only wish 
to fly from oppression, and what other proof can you want 
of this oppression, when, as a witness has told you, Colonel 
Hannay was obliged to put bars and guards to confine the 
inhabitants within the country? "We have seen, therefore, 
nature violated in its strongest principles. We have seen 
unlimited and arbitrary exaction avow'ed on no pretence of 
any law, rule, or any fixed mode by which these people were 
to be dealt with. All these facts have been proved before 
your lordships by costive and unwilling witnesses. In con- 
sequence of these violent and cruel oppressions, a general re- 
bellion breaks out in the country, as was naturally to be 
expected. The inhabitants rise as if by common consent , 
every farmer, every propnetor of land, every man who loved 
his family and his country, and had not fled for refuge, rose 
in rebellion, as they caU it. My lords, they did rebel ; it 
was a just rebellion. Insurrection was there just and legal, 
inasmuch as Colonel Hannay, in defiance of the laws and rights 
of the people, exercised a clandestme, illegal authority, against 
which there can he no rebellion m its proper sense. 

As a rebellion, however, and as a rebellion of the most un- 
provoked kind, it was treated by Colonel Hannay ; and to 
one instance of the means taken for suppressing it, as proved 
by evidence before your lordships, I will just beg leave to 
call your attention. One hundred and fiffy of the inhabit- 
ants had been shut up m one of the mud forts I have men- 
tioned ; the people of the country m their rage attacked the 
fort and demanded the prisoners; they called for their 
brothers, their fathers, their husbands, who were confined 
there. It was attacked by the jomt assault of men and 
women. The man who commanded in the fort immediately 
cut off the heads of eighteen of the principal prisoners, and 
tossed them over the battlements to the assailants. There 
happened to be a prisoner m the fort, a man loved and re- 
spected in his country, and who, whether justly or unjustly, 
was honoured and much esteemed by all the people. “ G-ive 
us our Eajah, Mustapha Khan ” (that was tke name of the 
man confined), cried out the assailants. We asked the wit- 
ness at your bar, what he was confined for ; he did not know, 
but he said that Colonel Hannay had confined him, and 
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added tTiat he was sentenced to death. We desired to see 
the futwa or decree of the judge who sentenced him; no; 
no such thing, nor any evidence of its having ever existed, could 
he produced. We desired to know whether he could give 
any account of the process, any account of the magistrate, 
any account of the accuser, any account of the defence ; in 
short, whether he could give any account whatever of this 
man’s being condemned to death. He could give no account 
of it but the orders of Colonel Hannay, who seems to have 
imprisoned and condemned him by his own arbitrary will. 
Upon the demand of Eajah Mustapha by the insurgents 
bemg made known to Colonel Hannay, he sends an order to 
the commander of the fort, a man already stamed with the 
blood of aU the people who were murdered there, that if he 
had not executed Mustapha KhMi, he should execute him 
immediately. The man is staggered at the order, and refuses 
to execute it, as not being directly addressed to him. 

Colonel Hannay then sends a Captain Williams, who has 
appeared here as an evidence at your bar, and who, together 
with Captain Gordon and Major Macdonald, both witnesses 
also here, were all sub-farmers and actors under Colonel Han- 
nay. This Captain Williams, I say, goes there, and without 
asting one of those questions which I put to the witness at 
your bar, and desiring nothing but Colonel Hannay’ s word, 
orders the man to be beheaded ; and accordingly he was be- 
headed, agreeably to the tirders of Colonel Hannay. Upon 
this the rebellion blazed out with tenfold fury, and the peo- 
ple declared they would be revenged for the destruction of 
their zemindar. 

Your lordships have now seen this Mustapha Eh^n impri- 
soned and sentenced to death by Colonel Hannay, without 
judge and without accuser, without any evidence, without 
the futwa or any sentence of the law. This man is thus put 
to death by an arbitrary villain, by a more than cruel tyrant. 
Colonel Hannay, the substitute of a ten thousand times more 
cruel tyrant, Mr. Hastings. 

In this situation was the country of Oude, under Colonel 
Hannay, when he was removed from it. The knowledge of 
his misconduct had before induced the miserable Nabob to 
make an effort to get rid of him; but Mr. Hastings had re- 
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pressed that effort by a civil reprnnand, telling him indeed 
at the same time, “I do not force yon to receive him ” (In- 
deed the Nabob’s situation had in it force enough.) The 
Nabob, I say, was forced to receive him ; and again he ravages 
and destroys that devoted country, till the time of which I 
have been just speaking ; when he was driven out of it finally 
by the rebellion, and, as you may imagine, departed like a 
leech full of blood. 

It IS stated in evidence upon your minutes, that this 
bloated leech went back to Calcutta, that he was supposed 
from a state of debt (m which he was known to have been 
when he left that city) to have returned from Oude with 
the handsome sum of £300,000, of which £80,000 was in 
gold mohurs. This is declared to be the universal opinion 
in India, and no man has ever contradicted it. Ten persons 
have given evidence to that effect, not one has contradicted 
it from that hour to this, that I ever heard of The man is 
now no more. "Whether his family have the whole of the 
plunder or not , what partnership there was in this business , 
what shares, what dividends were made, and who got them ; 
— about all this public opinion varied, and we can with cer- 
tainty affirm nothing , — ^but there ended the life and exploits 
of Colonel Hannay, farmer-general, civil officer, and mfiitary 
commander of Burratch and Grurruckpore. But not so end- 
ed Mr Hastmgs’s proceedings 

Soon after the return of Colonel fiannay to Calcutta, this 
miserable Nabob received intelligence, which concurrent pub- 
lic /ame supported, that Mr. Hastings meant to send him up 
into the country again on a second expedition; probably 
with some such order as this — Tou have sucked blood enough 
for yourself, now try what you can do for your neighbours. 
The Nabob was not likely to be misinformed His friend and 
agent Grobind Bam was at Calcutta, and had constant access 
to ah Mr. Hastings’s people Mr. Hastings himself tells you 
what mstructions these vakeels always have to search into 
and discover all his transactions. This Grobind Bam, alarmed 
with strong apprehensions, and struck with horror at the very 
idea of such an event, apprized his master of his belief that 
Mr. Hastings meant to send Colonel Hannay again inlo the 
country. Judge now, my lords, what Colonel Hannay must 
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have been, from the declaration which I will now read tc 
you, extorted from that miserable slave the IS'abob, who thus 
addresses Mr. Hastings : 

“ My country and house belong to you ; there is no dif- 
ference. I hope that you desire in your heart the good of 
thy concerns. Colonel Hannay is inclined to request your 
permisszon to be employed in the affairs of this quarter. If 
by any means any matter of this country dependent on me 
should be entrusted to the Colonel, I swear by the holy 
Prophet that I will not remain here, hut will go jfrom hence 
to you. Prom your kindness let no concern dependent on 
me he entrusted to the Colonel ; and oblige me by a speedy 
answer, which may set my mmd at ease.” We know very 
well that the prisoner at your bar denied his having any in- 
tention to send him up. We cannot prove them, hut we 
maintain that there were grounds for the strongest suspicions 
that he entertained such intentions ;,he cannot deny the 
reality of this terror which existed in the minds of the IS'abob 
and his people, under the apprehension that he was to be 
sent up, which 'plainly showed that they, at least, considered 
there was ground enough for charging him with that inten- 
tion. What reason was there to think that he should not be 
sent a third time, who had been sent twice before ? Certainly 
none, because eveiy circumstance of Mr. Hastings’s proceed- 
ings was systematical, and perfectly well known at Oude. 

But suppose it to hav# been a false report , — ^it shows all 
that the managers wish to show, the extreme terror which 
these creatures and tools of Mr. Hastings struck into the 
people of that country. His denial of any intention of again 
sending Colonel Hannay does not disprove either the justness 
of their suspicions, or the existence of the terror which his 
^ery name excited. 

My lords, I shall now call your attention to a part of the 
evidence which we have produced, to prove the terrible effects 
of Colonel Hannay’ s operations. Captain Edwards, an un- 
tainted man, who tells you that he had passed through that 
country, again and again describes it as hearing all the marks 
of savage desolation. Mr. Holt says it has fallen from its 
former state ; that whole towns and villages were no longer 
peopled, and that the country carried evident marks of fam- 
ine. One wo ild have thought that Colonel Hannay^s cruelty 
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and depredations would have satiated Mr. Hastings. JsTo. 
He finds another military collector, a Major Osborne, who, 
having suffered ia his preferment by the sentence of a court- 
martial, whether justly or unjustly I neither know nor care, 
was appointed to the command of a thousand men, in the 
provinces of Oude , but really, to the administration of the 
revenues of the country. He administered them much in 
the same manner as Colonel Hannay had done. He, how- 
ever, transmitted to the government at Calcutta a partial 
representation of the state of the provinces, the substance ol 
which was, that the natives were exposed to every kind ol 
peculation, and that the country was in a horrible state oi 
confusion and disorder. This is upon the Company’s records ; 
and, although not produced in evidence, your lordships may 
find it, for it has been printed over and over again. This 
man went up to the Yizier ; in consequence of whose com- 
plaint, and the renewejd cries of the people, Mr Hastings was 
soon obliged to recall him. 

But, my lords, let us go from Major Osborne to tbe rest of 
these military purveyors of revenue. Your lordships shall 
hear the Yizier’s own account of what he suffered from British 
officers, and mto what a state Mr. Hastings brought that 
country, by the agency of officers who, under tbe pretence 
of defending it, were invested with powers which enabled 
them to commit most horrible abuses in the administration 
of the revenue, the collection of cu|^oms, and the monopoly 
of the markets. 

Copy of a Letter from the Lfahob Vizier to the Governor- 
General. 

“ All the officers stationed with the brigade at Cawnpore, 
Futtygbur, Hamnghur, and Burrackabad, and other places, 
write purwannas, and give positive orders to the aumils of 
these places, respecting the grain, <fcc, ; from which conduct 
tbe country will become depopulated. I am hopeful fropi your 
friendship that you wiH write to all these gentlemen not to 
issue orders, <fec., to the aumils, and not to send troops into 
the mahals of the sircar ; and for whatever quantity of grain, 
&Q., they may want, they will inform me and the resident, 
and we will write it to the aumils, who shall cause it to he 
sent them every month, and I will deduct the price of them 
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from the tuncaha ; this will he agreeable both to me* and to 
the ryors.” 

A coj^y of a subsequent Letter from the Vizier to Lajah 
Gobind JRam. 

“ I some time ago wrote you the particulars of the conduct 
of the officers, and now write them again. The officers and 
gentlemen who are at Cawnpore, and Tnttyghur, and Da- 
rimghnr, and other places, by different means act very tyran- 
nically and oppressively towards the aumils and ryots and 
inhabitants ; and to whomsoever that requires a dustnck 
they give it, with their own seal affixed, and send for the 
anmils and punish them. If they say anything, the gen- 
tlemen make use of but two words ; one — iJiat is far the 
brigade, and the second — that is to administer justice. The 
particulars of it is this, that the bippanes will bring their 
^ain from all quarters, and sell for their livelihood. There 
is at present no war to occasion a necessity for sending for it. 
If none comes, whatever quantity will be necessary every 
month, I will mention to the aumils that they may bring it 
for sale ; but there is no deficiency of grain. The gentle- 
men have established gunges for their own advantage, called 
Colonel G-unge at Danmghur, Ihittyghur, &c. The collec- 
tion of the customs from all quarters they have stopped, and 
collected them at their own gunges ; each gunge is rented 
out at 30,000 to 40,000 i upees, and their collections paid to 
the gentlemen. They have estahhshed gunges where there 
never w'ere any ; and where they were, those they have abol- 
ished ; 30,000 or 40,000 rupees is the sum they are rented 
at ; the collections, to the amount of a lack of rupees, are 
stopped. Major Briscoe, who is at Danmghur, has established 
a gunge, which rented out for 45,000 rupees, and has 
stopped the ghauts round about the bipparies ; and merchants 
eommg from Cashmere, from Shaw Jehanaheid, and bringing 
shawls and other goods and spices, &c , from all quarters, he 
orders to his gunge, and collects the duty from the aumils, 
gives them a chit and a guard, who conducts them about 
five hundred coss : the former duties are not collected. Erom 
the conduct at Cawnpore, Euttyghur, Eurrackahad, &c., the 
duties from the lilla of Gora and Thlawa are destroyed and 
occasion a loss of three lacks of rupees to the duties ; and 
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tlie losses that are sustained in I'urrachahad may he ascer. 
tamed hy the Nabob Mozuf&r Jung, to whom every day com- 
plamts are made ; exclusive of the aumils and collectors, 
others lodge complaints. Whatever I do, I desire no benefit 
from it ; I am remediless and silent ; from what happens to 
me, I know that worse will happen in other places ; the se- 
cond word, I know, is from their mouths only This is the 
case In this country formerly, and even nfow, whatever is 
to be received or paid among the zemmdars, ryots, and in- 
habitants of the cities, and poor people, neither those who 
can pay nor those who cannot pay ever make any excuse to 
the shrofis; but when they could pay, they did. In old 
debts of fifty years, whoever complain to the gentlemen, they 
agree that they shall pay one-fourth, and send ‘dustucks and 
sepoys to all the aumils, the ehowdries, and canoongoes, and 
inhabitants of all the towns ; they send for everybody, to do 
them justice, confine them, and say they will settle the busi- 
ness. So many and numerous are these calamities, that I 
know not how much room it will take up to mention them. 
Mr. Briscoe is at Barunghur ; and the complaints of the au- 
mils arrive daily. I am silent. Now Mr. MidfilSton is coming 
here, let the Nabob appoint him for settling all these affairs, 
thai whatever he shall order those gentlemen they will do. 
From this everything will be settled, and the particulars of 
this quarter will be made known to the Nabob. I have writ- 
ten this, which you will deliver to the Governor, that every- 
thing may be settled ; and when he has understood it, what- 
ever is his inclination, he will favour me with it The Nabob 
is master in this country, and is my friend ; there is no dis- 
tinction.” 

Copy of another Letter^ entered upon the consultation of the 
4ith of June, 1781. 

“ I have received your letter, requesting leave for a bat- 
talion to be raised by Captain Clark on the same footing as 
Major Osborne’s was, agreeable to the requests and com- 
plaints of Ishmael Beg, the aumil of Illahabad, &e., and in 
compliance with the directions of the council. Xou are well 
acquainted with the particulars and negotiation of Ishmael 
Beg, and the nature of Mr. Osborne’s battalion At the be- 
ginning of the year 1186 (1779) the affairs of Illahabad were 
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given on a lease of three years to Ishmael Beg, together with 
the pergunnahs Arreel and Parra; and I gave orders for 
troops to be stationed and raised, conformable to his request. 
Ishmael Beg accordingly collected twelve hundred peons, 
which were not allowed to the aumii of that place in the 
year 1185. The reason why I gave permission for the ad- 
ditional expense of twelve hundred peons was, that he mighl 
be enabled to manage the country with ease, and pay tht 
money to government regularly, I besides sent Mr. Osborne 
there, to command in the mahals belonging to Illahabad, 
which were in the possession of Bajah Ajeit Sing ; and he 
accordingly took charge. 

“ Afterwards, in obedience to the orders of the Q-overnor- 
Greneral, Mr. Hastings, lelladnt Jung, he was recalled, and 
the mahals placed, as before, under Bajah Ajeit Sing. I 
never sent Mr. Osborne to settle the concerns of lUahabad, 
for there was no occasion for him; but Mr. Osborne, of 
himself, committed depredations and rapines within Ishmael 
Beg’s jurisdiction. Last year the battalion which, by per- 
mission of Greneral Sir Eyre Coote, was sent received orders 
to secure and defend Ishmael Beg against the encroachments 
of Mr. Osborne ; for the complamts of Ishmael Beg against 
the violences of Mr Osborne had reached the general and 
Mr. Purling ; and the G-overnor and gentlemen of council, 
at my request, recalled Mr. Oshome. This year, as bmbre, 
the collections of Arreel and Parra remain under Ishmael 
Beg. In those places, some of the talookdars and zemindars, 
who had been oppressed and ill-treated by Mr. Oshome, had 
conceived ideas of rebellion.” 

Here, my lords, you have an account of the condition of 
Harimghur, Euttyghur, Enrruckabad, and of the whole line of 
our miHtary stations in the Nabob’s dominions. Ton see the 
whole was one universal scene of plunder and rapine. You 
see all this was known to Mr. Hastings, who never inflicted 
any punishments for all this horrible outrage. You see the 
utmost he has done is merely to recall one man, Major Os- 
borne, who was by no means the only person deeply involved 
m these charges. He nominated sdl these people ; he has 
never called any of them to an account. Shall I not then 
call him their captain-general ? Shall not your lordships call 
him so ? And shall any man in the kingdom call him by 
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any otK^r name ? "We see all the executive, all the civii and 
criminal justice of the country seized on hy him. We see 
the trade and all the duties seized upon by his creatures. 
We see them destroying established markets, and creating 
others at their pleasure. We see them, in the country of an 
ally, and m a time of peace, producing all the consequences 
of rapine and of war We see the country ruined and de- 
populated by men who attempt to exculpate themselves by 
chargmg their unhappy victims with rebellion. 

And now, my lords, who is it that has brought to light all 
these outrages and complaints, the existence of which has 
never been denied, and for which no redress was ever ob- 
tained, and no punishment ever inflicted ? Why, Mr. Hast- 
ings himself has brought them before you , they are found 
in papers which he has transmitted. Hod, who inflicts blind- 
ness upon great criminals, in order that they should meet 
with the punishment they deserve, has made him the means 
of bringing forward this scene, which we are maliciously said 
to have falsely and maliciously devised. If any one of the 
ravages contained in that long catalogue of grievances is 
false, Warren Hastings is the person who must answer for 
that mdividual falsehood If they are generally false, he is 
to answer for the false and calumniating accusation ; and if 
they are true, my lords, he only is answerable ; for he ap- 
pointed those ministers of outrage, and never called them to 
account for their misconduct. 

Let me now show your lordships the character that Mr. 
Hastings gives of all the British officers. It is to be found 
in an extract from the appendix to that part of his Benares 
narrative in which he comments upon the treaty of Chunar. 
Mark, my lords, what the man himself says of the whole 
military service. — “Notwithstanding the great benefit which 
the Company would have derived from such an augmentation 
of their military force as these troops constituted, ready to 
act on any emergency, prepared and disciplmed without any 
charge on the Company, as the institution professed, until 
their actual services should be required, I have observed some 
evils growing out of the system, which, in my opinion, more 
than counterbalanced those advantages, had they been real- 
ized in their fullest effect. The remote stations of these 
troops, placing the commanding officers beyond the notice 
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and control of tlie board, afforded too mucb opportunity and 
temptation for unwarrantable emoluments, and excited the 
contagion of peculation and rapacity throughout the whole 
army. A most remarkable and incontrovertible proof of the 
prevalence of this spirit has been seen in the court-martial 
upon Captain Erskine, where the court, composed of officers 
of rank and respectable characters, unanimously and honour- 
ably, most honourably, acquitted him upon an acknowledged 
fact, which in times of stncter discipline w'ould have been 
deemed a crime deserving the severest punishment.*’ 

I will now call your lordshms’ attention to another extract 
from the same comment of Mr. Hastings, with respect to the 
removal of the Company’s servants, civil and mihtary, fi*om 
the court and service of the Yizier. — “ J was actuated solely 
by motives of justice to bim, and a regard to the honour of 
our national character. In removing those gentlemen, I di- 
minish mjr own influence, as well as that of my colleagues, 
by narrowing the line of patronage ; and I expose myself to 
obloquy and resentment mom those who are immediately af- 
fected by the arrangement, and the long train of their friends 
and powerful patrons. But their numbers, their influence, 
and the enormous amount of their salaries, pensions, and 
emoluments, were an intolerable burthen on the revenues and 
authority of the Vizier, and exposed us to the envy ani re- 
sentment of the whole country, by excluding the nativ^er- 
vants and adherents of the Vizier from the rewards of their 
services and attachment.” 

My lords, you have here Mr. Hastings’s opinion of the 
whole military service. You have here the authority and 
documents by which he supports his opinion. He states, 
that the contagion of peculation had tainted all the frontier 
stations, which contain much the largest part of the Com- 
pany’s army. He states that this contagion had tainted the 
whole army, everywhere; so that, according to him, there 
was, throughout the Indian army, an universal taint of pecu- 
lation. — ^My lords, peculation is not a military vice, — ^Insub- 
ordination, want of attention to duty, want of order, want of 
obedience and regularity, are military vices ; hut who ever 
before beard of peculation being a military vice ? In the 
ease before you it became so by employing military men as 
farmers of revenue, as masters of markets and of gunges. 
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This departure from the military character and from military 
duties introduced that peculation which tainted the army, 
and desolated the dominions of the ISTabob Vizier. 

I declare when I first read the passage which has been just 
read to your lordships, in the infancy of this inquiry, it 
struck me with astonishment that peculation should at all 
exist at a military vice ; but I was still more astonished at 
finding Warren Hastings charging the whole British army 
with being corrupted by this base and depraved spirit, to a 
degree which tainted even their judicial character. This, 
my lords, is a most serious matter. The judicial functions 
of military men are of vast importance in themselves ; and, 
generally speakmg, there is not any tribunal whose members 
are more honourable in their conduct, and more just in their 
decisions, than those of a court-martial Perhaps there is not 
a tribunal in this country whose reputation is really more un- 
tainted than that of a court-martid. It stands as fair in the 
opinion both of the army and of the public as any tribunal^ 
in a country where all tribunals stand fair. But in India, 
this unnatural vice of peculation, which has no more to do 
with the vices of a military character than with its virtues, 
— this venomous spirit has pervaded the members of military 
tribunals to such an extent, that they acquit, honourably acquit, 
mo^ honourably acquit a man, “ upon an acknowledged fact, 
which m times of stricter discipline would have been deemed 
a crime deserving the severest punishment.” 

Who says all this, my lords ? Do I say it ? — ISTo : it is 
Warren Hastings who says it. He records it. He gives you 
his vouchers and his evidence, and he draws the conclusion. 
He is the criminal accuser of the British army. He who 
sits in that box accuses the whole British army in India. 
He has declared them to be so tainted with peculation from 
head to foot as to have been induced to commit the- most 
wicked perjuries, for the purpose of bearing one another out 
in their abominable peculations. In this unnatural state of 
things, and whilst there is not one military man on these 
stations of whom Mr Hastings does not give this abomina- 
bly flagitious character; yet every one of them Imye joined 
to give him the benefit of their testimony for his Eonourable 
mtentions and conduct. 

In this tremendous scene, which he himself exposes, are 
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tliere no signs o£ this captain-generalship which I have allu- 
ded to ? Are there no signs of this man's being a captain- 
general of iniqu%, nndet whom all the spoilers of India 
were paid, disciplined, and supported? I not only charge 
him mth being guilty of a thousand crimes ; but I assert, 
that there is not- a soldier or a civil servant in India whose 
culpable acts are not owing to this man's example, conni- 
vance, and protection. Everything which goes to criminate 
them goes directly against the prisoner. He put them in 
a condition to plunder. He suffered no native authority or 
government to restrain them ; and he never called a man to 
an account for these flagitious acts, which he has thought 
proper to bring before his country in the most solemn man- 
ner and upon the most solemn occasion. 

I verily believe, in my conscience, his accusation is not 
true, in the excess, in the generality and extravagance in 
which he charges it. That it is true in a great measure we 
cannot deny ; and in that measure we, in our turn, charge 
him with bemg the author of all the crimes which he de- 
nounces ; and if there is anything in the charge beyond the 
truth, it is he who is to answer for the falsehood. 

I will now refer your lordships to his opinion of the civil 
service, as it is declared and recorded in his remarks upon 
the removal of the Company’s civil servants hy him fi-omihe 
service of the Yizier, — “I was,” says he, “actuated solely 
hy motives of justice to him (the Hahob of Oude), and a 
regard to the honour of our national character.” Here, you 
see, he declares his opinion, that in Oude the civil servants 
of the Company had destroyed the national character, and 
that therefore they ought to be recalled. — “By removing 
these people,” he adds, “ I dimmish my patronage !” But I 
ask, How came they there ? — ^Why, through this patronage. 
— He sent them there to suck the blood which the military 
had spared. He sent these civil servants to do ten times 
more mischief than the military ravagers could do, because 
they were invested with greater authority. “If,” says he, 
“ I recall them from thence, 1 lessen my patronage 1” — But 
who, my lords, authorized 1dm to become a patron ? What 
laws of his country justified him iu forcing upon the Yizier 
the civil servants of the Company ? — What treaty authorized 
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him. t6 do it? — “What system of policy, except his owu 
Wicked, arbitrary system, authorized him to act thus ? 

He proceeds to say, “ I expose myself to obloquy and re- 
sentment, from those who are immediately affected by the 
arrangement, and the long tram of their friends and power- 
ful patrons ” — My lords, it is the constant burthen of his 
song, that he cannot do his duty ; that he is fettered in every- 
thing ; that he fears a thousand mischiefs to happen to him ; 
— ^not from his actmg with carefulness, economy, frugality, 
and in obedience to the laws of his country, but from the very 
reverse of all this. Says he, I am afraid I shall forfeit the 
favour of the powerful patrons of those servants in England, 
namely, the Lords and Commons of England, if I do justice 
to the suffering people of this country. 

In the House of Commons there are undoubtedly powerful 
people, who may be supposed to be influenced by patronage ; 
but the higher and more powerful part of the country is 
more directly represented by your lordships than by us, 
although we have of the first blood of England in the House 
of Commons. "We do indeed represent, by the knights of 
the shires, the landed interest. By our city and borough 
members we represent the trading interest , we represent 
the whole people of England collectively. But neither blood 
nor power is represented so fully m the House of Commons 
as that order which composes the great body of the people ; 
the protection of which is our peculiar duty, and to which it 
is our glory to adhere. But the dignities of the country, 
the great and powerful, are represented eminently by your 
lordships. As we therefore would keep the lowest of the 
people from the contagion and dishonour of peculation and 
corruption, and above all, from exercismg that vice which, 
among commoners, is unnatural as well as abominable, the 
vice of tyranny and oppression, so we trust that your lord- 
ships will clear yourselves and the higher and more powerful 
ranks from givmg the smallest countenance to the system 
which we have done our duty in denouncing and bringing 
before you. 

My lords, you have heard the account of the civil service. 
Think of their numbers, think of their influence, and the 
enormous amount of their salaries, pensions, and emolu- 
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ments 1 They -were, you have heard, an intolerable burthen 
on the revenues and authority of the Vizier ; and they ex- 
posed us to the envy and resentment of the whole country, 
by excluding the native servants and adherents of the pnnce 
from the just reward of their services and attachments. 
Here, my lords, is the whole civil service brought before 
you. They usurp the country, they destroy the revenues, 
they overload the prince, and they exclude all the nobility 
and eminent persons of the country from the just reward of 
their service. 

Hid Mr. Hraneis, whom I saw here a little -while ago, send 
these people into that country ? Hid G-eneral Clavermg, or 
Colonel Monson, whom he charges with this system, send 
them there? ISTo; they were sent by himself; and if one 
was sent by anybody else for a time, he was soon recalled ; 
so that he is himself answerable for all the peculation which 
he attributes to the civil service. You see the character 
given of that service ; you there see their accuser ; you hhere 
see their defender, who, after having defamed both services, 
military and civil, never punished the gmlty in either ; and 
now receives the prodigal praises of both. 

I defy the ingenuity of man to show that Mr. Hastings is 
not the defamer of the service. I defy the ingenuity of man 
to show that the honour of G-reat Britain has not been tar- 
nished under his patronage. He engaged to remove all these 
blood-suckers by the treaty of Chunar ; but he never execut- 
ed that treaty. He proposed to take away the temporary 
brigade ; but be again established it. He redressed no griev- 
ance; he formed no improvements m the government; he 
never attempted to provide a remedy without increasing the 
evil tenfold. He was the primary and sole cause of all the 
grievances, civil and military, to which the unhappy natives 
of that country were exposed ; and he was the accuser of all 
the immediate authors of those grievances, -without having 
punished any one of them. He is the accuser of them all. 
But the only person whom he attempted to punish was that 
man who dared to assert the authority of the court of direct- 
ors, and to claim an office assigned to him by them. 

I -wdU now read to your lordships the protest of General 
Clavering against the military brigade : “ Taking the army 
from tlie Habob is an infringement of the rights of an inde- 
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pendent prince, leaving only the name and title of it without 
the power. It is taking his subjects from him, against every 
law of nature and of nations.” 

I will next read to your lordships a minute of Mr. Fran- 
cis’s : “By the foregoing letter from Mr. Middleton, it ap- 
pears that he has taken the government of the Nabob’s do- 
minions directly upon himself. I was not a party to the 
resolutions which preceded that measure, and will not be 
answerable for the consequences of it.” 

The next paper I will read is one introduced by the mana- 
gers, to prove that a representation was made by the Nabob, 
respecting the expenses of the gentlemen resident at his court, 
and written after the removal before-mentioned. 

JExtract of a Letter from the Vizier to Mr Mac^herson , re- 
ceived the 2\st of April, 1785. 

“ With respect to the expenses of the gentlemen who are 
here', I have before written in a covered manner ; I now 
vyrite plainly, that I have no ability to give money to the 
gentlemen, because I am indebted lacks of rupees to 
the bankers, for the payment of the Company’s debt. At 
the time of Mr. Hastings’s departure I represented to him 
that I had no resources for the expenses of the gentlemen. 
Mr. Hastings, having ascertained my distressed situation, 
told me that after his arrival in Calcutta he would consult 
wnth the council, and remove from hence the expenses of the 
gentlemen, and recall every person, except the gentlemen m 
office here. At this time, that all the concerns are dependent 
upon you, and you have in every point given ease to my 
mind, according to Mr. Hastings’s agreement, I hope that 
the expenses of the gentlemen may be removed from me, and 
that you may recall every person residing here beyond the 
gentlemen in office. Although Major Palmer does not at 
this time demand anything for the gentlemen, and I have no 
ability to give them anything, yet the custom of the English 
gentlemen is, when they remain here, they will in the end ask 
for something; this is best, that they should be recalled.” 

I think so too, and your lordships will think so with me ; 
but Mr. Hastings, who says that he himself thought thus in 
September, 1781, and engaged to recall these gentlemen, was 
80 afraid of their powerful friends and patrons here, that he 



WABEEK HASTINGS, ESQ. 


157 


left India, and left all tlxat load of obloquy upon bii* succes- 
sors. He left a Major Palmer there, in the place of a resi- 
dent ; a resident of his own, as your lordships must see ; for 
Major Palmer was no resident of the Company’s. This man 
received a salary of about £23,000 a year, which he declared 
to be less than his expenses ; by which we may easily judge 
of the enormous salaries of those who make their fortunes 
there. He was left by Mr. Hastings as his representative of 
peculation, his representative of tyranny. He was the second 
agent appointed to control all power ostensible and unosten- 
sible, and to head these gentlemen whose “ custom,” the Ha- 
bob says, “was in the end to ask for money.” Money they 
must have ; and there, my lords, is the whole secret. 

I have this day shown your lordships the entire dependence 
of Oude on the British empire, I have shown you how hlr. 
Hastings usurped all power, reduced the prince to a cypher, 
and made of his minister a mere creature of bis own ; how 
he made the servants of the Company dependent on his own 
arbitrary will, and considered independence a proof of cor- 
ruption. It has been likewise proved to your lordships, that 
he suffered the army to become an instrument of robbery 
and oppression ; and one of its officers to be metamorphosed 
into a farmer-general ; to waste the country and embezzle its 
revenues. Ton have seen a clandestine and fraudulent sys- 
tem, occasioning violence and rapme ; and you have seen the 
prisoner at the bar acknowledging and denoimcmg an aban- 
doned spirit of rapacity, without bringing its ministers to 
justice; and pleading, as his excuse, the fear of offending 
your lordships and the House of Commons. We have shown 
you the government, revenue, commerce, and agriculture of 
Oude ruined and destroyed by Mr. Hastings and his creatures. 
And to wind up all, we have shown you an army so corrupted 
as to pervert the fundamental principles of justice, which are 
the elements and basis of military discipline. AH this, I 
say, we have shown you ; and I cannot believe that your 
lordships will consider that we have trifled with your time, 
or strained our comments one jot beyond the strict measure 
of the text. 

We have shown you a horrible scene, arismg from an as- 
tonishing combination of horrible circumstances. The order 
in which you will consider these circumstances must he left 
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to ycmr lordsMps. At present I am not able to proceed far- 
ther. My next attempt will be to bring before you the 
manner in which Mr. Hastings treated moveable and immove- 
able property in Oude, and by which he has left nothing un- 
destroyed in that devoted country. 

[Adjourned. 


TEIAL. 

SATURDAY, 7th JUNE, 1794. 


FIFTH DAY OP EEPLY. 


(Me. Bheke ) 

Mt Lobes, — We will now resume the consideration of 
the remaining part of our charge, and of the prisoner’s at- 
tempts to defend himself against it. 

Mr. Hastings, well knowing (what your lordships must 
also by this time be perfectly satisfied was the case) that this 
unfortunate Nabob had no vdll of his own, draws down his 
poor victim to Chunar, by an order to attend the G-overnor- 
General If the Nabob ever wrote to Mr. Hastings, express- 
ing a request or desire for this meeting, his letter was unques- 
tionably dictated to him by the prisoner. We have laid a 
ground of direct proof before you that the Nabob’s being at 
Chunar, that his proceedings there, and that all his acts, were 
so dictated, and consequently must be so construed. 

I shall now proceed to lay before your lordships the acts of 
oppression committed by JVli. Hastings through his two miser- 
able instruments ; the one, his passive instrument, the Na- 
bob ; the other, Mr. Middleton, hxs active instrument in his 
subsequent plans for the entire destruction of that country. 
In page 513 of the printed minutes, you have Mr. Middle- 
ton’s declaration of his promptitude to represent Everything 
agreeably to Mr. Hastings’s wishes. 

“ My dear Sir, — I have this day answered your public let- 
ter in the form you seemed to expect. I hope there is no- 
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thing iu it that may to you appear too pointed. If yoi*'*iiish 
the matter to he otherwise unaerstood than I have taken up 
and stated it, I need not say I shall be ready to conform to 
w’hatever you may prescribe, and to take upon myself any 
share of the blame of the hitherto non-performance of the 
stipulations made on behalf of the Kabob ; though I do as- 
sure you, I myself represented to his Excellency and the min- 
isters, conceiving it to he your desire, that the apparent as- 
sumption of the reins of his government (for in that light 
he undouhtedly considered it at the first view), as specified 
in the agreement executed by him, was not meant to be fully 
and literally enforced, but that it was necessary yon should 
have something to show on your side, as the Company were 
deprived of a benefit, without a requital ; and upon the faith 
of this assurance alone, I believe I may safely afBxm, his 
Excellency’s objections to signing the treaty were given up. 
If I have understood the matter wrong, or misconceived your 
design, I am truly sorry for it. However, it is not too late 
to correct the error : and I am ready to undertake and, God 
wiUmg, to carry through whatever you may, on the receipt 
of my public letter, tell me is your final resolve. 

“ If you determine, at all events, that the measures of re- 
ducing the Nabob’s army, &c., shall be immediately under- 
taken, I shall take it as a particular favour if you will indulge 
me with a hue at Eyzabad, that I may make the necessary 
previous arrangements with respect to the disposal of my 
family, which I would not wish to retain here in the event 
either of a rupture with the Nabob, or the necessity of em- 
ploying our forces on the reduction of his aumils and troops. 
This done, I can begin the work in three days after my re- 
turn from Eyzabad.” 

Besides this letter, which I think is sufBciently clear upon 
the subject, there is also another, much more clear, upon 
your lordships’ minutes, much more distinct and much more 
pointed, expressive of his being resolved to make such re- 
presentations of every matter as the Governor- General may 
wish. Now, a man who is master of the manner in which 
facts are represented, and whose subsequent conduct is to be 
justified by sueb representations, is not simply account^hJe 
for his conduct ; he is accountable for culpably attempting to 



160 


SPEECH IK THE IMPEAOHMEKT OE 


forniif on false premises, the judgment of others upon that 
conduct This species of delinquency must therefore he 
added tc the rest ; and I wish your lordships to carry gener- 
ally in your minds that there is not one single syllable of 
representation made by any of those parties, except where 
truth may happen to break out in spite of aU the means of 
concealment, which is not to be considered as the representa- 
tion of Mr. Hastmgs himself, in justijS.cation of his own con- 
duct. 

The letter which I have just now read was written pre- 
paratory to the transaction which I am now going to state, 
called the Treaty of Chunar. Having brought his miserable 
victim thither, he forced him to sign a paper called a treaty ; 
but such was the fraud in every part of this treaty, that Mr. 
Middleton himself, who was the instrument and the chief 
agent in it, acknowledges that the J^'abob was persuaded to 
sign it by the assurance given to him that it never was to be 
executed. Here then your lordships have a prince first com- 
pelled to enter into a negotiation, and then induced to ac- 
cede to a treaty, by false assurances that it should not be 
executed, which he declares nothmg but force should other- 
wise have compelled him to accede to. 

The first circumstance in this transaction that I shall lay 
before your lordships is, that the treaty is declared to have 
for its objects two modes of relieving the JTabob from his 
distresses ; from distresses which we have stated, and which 
Mr, Hastings has not only fully admitted, but has himself 
proved in the clearest manner to your lordships. The first 
was by taking ‘away that wicked rabhle^ the British troops, 
represented by Mr. Hastings as totally ruinous to the Ha- 
bob’s afiairs , and, particularly, by removing that part of 
them which was called the new brigade. 

Another remedial part of the treaty regarded the British 
pensioners. It is in proof before your lordships that Mr. 
Hastmgs agreed to recall from Oude that body of pensioners 
whose conduct there is described, m such strong terms, as 
being ruinous to the Vizier and to all his affairs. These 
pensioners Mr Hastings engaged to recall ; but he never did 
recall them. We refer your lordships to the evidence before 
you in proof that these odious pensioners, so distressing to 
the Habob, so ruinous to his affairs, and so disgraceful to our 
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government, were not only not recalled by IVIr. 
but that both afterwards, aad upon the very day of signing 
tbe treaty (as Mr. Middleton himself tells you) ; upon that 
very day, I say, he recommended to the jS'abob that these 
pensioners might remain upon that very establishment which, 
by a solemn treaty of his own making and his own dictating, 
he had agreed to relieve fi’om this intolerable burden. 

Mr. Hastings, your lordships wiE remember, bad departed 
from Benares, frustrated in bis designs of extorting £500,000 
from tbe Bajah for the Company’s use. He had ravaged the 
country, without obtaining any benefit for bis masters ; the 
British soldiers having divided the only spoil, and nothing 
remaining for the share of bis employers hut ^sgrace. He 
was, therefore, afraid to return without having something of 
a lucrative pecuniary nature to exhibit to tbe Company. 
Having this object in view, Oude appears to have first pre- 
sented itself to his notice as a country from which some ad- 
vantage of a pecuniary kind might be derived, and accord- 
ingly he turned in his head a vast variety of stratagems for 
efiecting his purpose. 

The first article that occurs in the treaty of Chunar is a 
power given to tbe Nabob to resume all the jaghires not 
guai^nteed by tbe Company, and to give pensions to all those 
persons who should be removed from tbeir jaghires. 

Now, the first thing which would naturally occur to a man 
who was going to raise a ’revenue through the mtervention of 
the prince of the country, would he to recommend to that 
prince a better economy in bis affairs, and a rational and 
equal assessment upon his subjects, in order to furnish the 
amount of the demand which he was about to make upon 
him. I need not tell your lordships, trained and formed as 
your minds are to the rules and orders of good government, 
that there is no way by which a prince can justly assess his 
subjects but by assessing them all in proportion to tbeir re- 
spective abilities ; and that, if a prmce should make such a 
body as the House of Lords in this kingdom (which comes 
near the case I am going to state) separately the subject of 
assessment, such a thing would be contrary to all the prin- 
dples of regular and just taxation in any country in the uni- 
verse, Some men may possibly, by locality or privileges, 
be excepted from certain taxes ; but no taxation ever can be 
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just that is thrown upon some particular class onlj" ; and if 
that class happen to be smaE and the demand great^ the in- 
justice done is directly proportionable to the greatness of the 
exaction and iuTersely to the number of the persons who are 
the objects of it. These are clear, irrefragable, and eternal 
principles. 

But if, instead of exacting a part by a proportionable rate, 
the prince should go further and attempt to shake the whole 
mass of property itself, a mass perhaps not much less than 
that which is possessed hy the whole peers of Great Britain, 
by confiscating the whole of the estates at once as a govern- 
ment resource, without the charge or pretence of any crime ; 
I say, that such an act would be oppressive, cruel, and wick- 
ed in the highest degree. Tet this is what Mr. Hastings 
projected, and actually did accomplish. 

My lords, at the treaty of Chunar, as it is called, Mr. 
Hastings (for he always artfully feels his way as he proceeds) 
first says that the Nabob shall he permitted to do this act l 
he pleases. He does not assume the government. He does 
not compel the Nabob to do anything. He does not force 
upon him this abandoned and wicked confiscation of the 
property of the whole nobility of a great country. All that 
he says is this, — the Nabob may he permitted to resume these 
jaghires. "Why permitted ? If the act had been legal, pro- 
per, and justifiable, he did not want our permission ; he was 
a sovereign in his own dominions. But Sir. Hastings recol- 
lected that some of these jaghires (as they are called, and on 
which I shall say a veiy tew words to your lordships) were 
guaranteed by the Company. The jaghires of his own house, ^ 
of his mother and grandmother, were guaranteed hy us. I * 
must inform your lordships that upon some of our other ex- 
actions at an earlier period, the Nabob had endeavoured to 
levy a forced loan upon the jaghirdars. This forced loan was 
made and submitted to by those people upon a direct assur- 
ance of their rights in the jaghires, which right was guaran- 
teed by the British resident, not only to the Begums and to 
the whole family of the Nabob, but also to all the other oh- 
jectsvof the tax. 

Before I proceed I will beg leave to state to you briefly 
the nature of these jaghires. The jaghirdars, the holders of 
jaghires, form the body of the principal Mabomedan nobility. 
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The great nobility of that country are divided into two parts : 
one part consists of the zemindars, who are the ancient pro- 
prietors of land, and the hereditary nobility of the country ; 
these are mostly Gentoos. The Mahomedans form the other 
part, whose whole interest in the land consists in the jag- 
hires, for very few indeed of them are zemindars anywhere ; 
in some of the provinces none of them are so ; the whole of 
them are jaghirdars. 

We have heard, my lords, much discussion about jaghires. 
It is in proof before your lordships that they are of two 
sorts : — that a jaghire signifies exa ctly wha t tho word^/^g does 
-in the Enghsh lanmiagf^ or /eodum in the barbarous Latin 
JFeudists i that it is a word which signifies a salary 
or a maintenance, as did onguially the Enghsh word fee, 
derived from the word feod and feodum These jaghires, 
like other fees and like other feods, were given in land as a 
maintenance : some with the condition of service, some with- 
out any condition; some were annexed to an office, some 
were granted as the support of a dignity, and none were 
granted for a less term than life, except those that were im- 
mediately annexed to a lease. We have shown your lord- 
ships (and in this we have followed the example of Mr. 
Hastings) that some of them are fees granted actually in 
perpetuity ; and in fact many of them are so granted. We 
are further to tell your lordships, that by the custom of the 
empire they are almost all grown as the feods m Europe are 
grown by use into something which is at least virtually an in- 
heritance. This is the state of the jaghires and jaghirdars. 

* Among these jaghires we find, what your lordships would 
expect to find, an ample provision for all the nobdity of that 
illustrious family of which the Habob is the head ; a prince 
whose family, both by father and mother, notwithstanding 
the slander of the prisoner against his benefactor, was im- 
doubtedly of the first and most distinguished nobility of the 
Mahomedan empire. Accordingly his uncles, aU his near re- 
lations, his mother, grandmother, all possessed jaghires, some 
of very long standing, and most of them not given by the 
ISfabob. 

I take some pains in explain i ng this business, because I 
trust your lordsnips will have a strong feelmg agamst any 
confiscation for the purpose of revenue. Believe me, my 
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lords, if there is anything which mil root the present order 
of things out of Europe, it will begin, as we see it has already 
begun in a neighbouriug country, by confiscating, for the pur- 
poses of the state, grants made to classes of men, let them 
be held by what names, or be supposed susceptible of what 
abuses soever. I will venture to say that Jacobinism never 
can strike a more deadly blow against property, rank, and 
dignity, than your lordships, if you were to acquit this man, 
would strike against your own dignity and the very being of 
the society in which we live. 

Tour lordships will find in your printed minutes who the 
jaghirdars were, and what was the amount of their estates. 
The jaghires of which Mr. Hastings authorized the confis- 
cation, or what he calls a resumption, appear from Mr. Pur- 
ling’s account, when first the forced loan was levied upon 
them, under his residentship, to amount to £285,000 sterliug 
per annum ; which £285,000, if rated and valued according 
to the different value of provisions and other necessaries of 
life in that country and iu England, will amount, as near as 
may be, to about £600,000 a year. I am within compass. 
Everybody conversant with India will say it is equivalent at 
least to £600,000 a year in England ; and what a blow such 
a confiscation as this would be on the fortunes of the peers 
of Great Britain, your lordships wiE judge. I like to see 
your estates as great as they are ; — I wish they were greater 
than they are ; but whatever they are, I vdsh above all that 
they should be perpetual. Eor digmty and property in th is 
country esto yerpetua shall he mv praver this anil the 
“ ^st prayer of m ynHa The Commons therefore of Great 
Bntmh, those gturdtans of property, who will not suffer the 
monarch they loye, the government which they adore, to 
levy one shilling upon the subject in any other way than 
the law and statutes of this kingdom prescribe, will not 
suffer nor can they bear the idea that any smgle class of 
people should be chosen to be the objects of a contrary con- 
duct, nor that even the Nabob of Oude should he permitted 
to act upon such a flagitious^ principle. 'WTien an English 
governor has substituted a power of his own instead of the 
legal government of the country, as I have proved this man 
to have done, if he found the prince going to do an act which 
would shake the property of ail the nobility of the country, 
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he surely ought to raise his hand and say, “ Yon Shall not 
make my name your sanction for such an atrocious and abo- 
minable act as this confiscation would be.” 

Mr. Hastings, however, whilst he gives, '^vith an urbanity 
for which he is so much praised, his consent to this confisca- 
tion, adds there must be pensions secured for all persons 
losing their estates who had the security of our guarantee. 
Tour lordships know that Mr. Hastings by his guarantee had 
secured their jaghires to the Yabob’s own relations and family. 
One would have imagined that, if the estates of those who 
were without any security were to be confiscated at his plea- 
sure, those at least who were guaranteed by the Company, 
such as the Begums of Oude, and several of the prmcipal 
nobihty of the Kaboh’s family, would have been secure. Ho 
indeed says that pensions shall be given them, for at this 
time he had not got the length of violating, without shame 
or remorse, all the guarantees of the Company. There shall, 
says he, he pensions given If pensions were to be given to 
the value of the estate, I ask what has this violent act done ? 
You shake the security of property, and, instead of suffering 
a man to gather his own profits with his own hands, you 
turn him into a pensioner upon the public treasury. I can 
conceive that such a measure will render these persons miser- 
able dependants instead of independent nobility ; but I can- 
not conceive what financial object can be answered by paying 
that in pension which you are to receive in revenue. This 
is directly contrary to financial economy. Hor when you 
stipulate to pay out of the treasury of government a certain 
pension, and take upon you the receipts of an estate, you 
adopt a measure by which government is almost sure of be- 
ing a loser. You charge it with a certain fixed sum, and 
even upon a supposition that, under the management of the 
public, the estate wull be as productive as it was under the 
management of its private owner, (a thing highly improbable,) 
you take your chance of a reimbursement, subject to all the 
extra expense and to all the accidents that may happen to a 
public revenue. This confiscation could not therefore be 
justified as a measure of economy ; it must have been de- 
signed merely for the sake of shakmg and destroying the 
property of the country. 

The whole transaction, my lords, was an act of gross vio- 
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ienee usliered in bj a gross fraud. It appears that no 
pensions were ever intended to be paid ; and tbis you will 
naturally guess would be the event when such a strange me- 
tamorphosis was to be made as tbat of turning a great landed 
interest into a pensionary payment. As it could answer no 
other purpose^ so it could be intended for no other than that 
of getting possession of these jaghires by fraud. This man, my 
lords, cannot commit a robbery without indulging himself at 
the same time in the practice of his favourite arts of fraud and 
falsehood. 

And here I must again remind your lordships, that at the 
time of the treaty of Chunar, the jaghires were held in the 
following manner : — Of the £285,000 a year which was to 
be confiscated, the old grants of Sujah Dowlah, the grand- 
father of the Nabob, amounted to near two-thirds of the 
whole, as you will find in the paper to which we refer you 
By this confiscation, therefore, the Nabob was authorized to 
resume grants of which he had not been the grantor, 

[IMr. Burke here read the list of the jaghires.] 

Now, my lords, you see that all these estates, except 
525,7jS2~a year, were either jaghires for the Nabob’s own 
immediate family, settled by his father upon his mother, and 
by his father’s father upon his grandmother, and upon Salar 
Jung, his uncle, or were the property of the most considerable 
nobdity, to the gross amount of £285,000. Mr Hastings 
confesses that the Nabob reluctantly made the confiscation to 
the extent proposed. Why ? Because, says he, the orderlies, 
namely, certain persons so called, subservient to his debauch- 
eries, were persons whom he wished to spare. Now, I am 
to show you, that this man, whatever faults he may have in 
his private morals (with which we have nothing at ah. to do), 
has been slandered throughout by Mr. Hastings. Take his 
own account of the matter The Nabob, says he, would 
have confiscated all the rest, except his orderlies, whom he 
would have spared, but I, finding where his partiality lay, 
compelled him to sacrifice the whole ; for otherwise he would 
have sacri^ced the good to save the bad. 'Whereas, says Mr. 
Hastings, m effect my prmciple was to sacrifice thp good, 
and at the same time to punish the had. Now compare the 
ac-cousit he gives of the proceedings of Azoph ul Howiali 
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witli Ms own. AzopK ul Dowlat, to save some nnwortliy 
persons wlio had jaghires, would, if left to his own discre- 
tion, have confiscated those only of the deserving; while 
Mr. Hastings, to effect the inclusion of the worthless in the 
confiscation, confiscates the jaghires of the innoeenfe and the 
virtuous men of high rank, and of those who had all the ties 
of nature to plead for the Habob’s forbearance, and reduced 
them to a state of dependency and degradation. 

Kow, supposing these two viUanous plans, neither of 
which your lordships can bear to hear the sound of, to stand 
equal in point of morality, let us see how they stand in point 
of calculation. The unexceptionable part of the £285,000 
amounted to £260,000 a year; whereas, supposing every 
part of the new grants had been made to the most unworthy 
persons, it only amounted to £25,000 a year. Therefore by 
his ovm account, given to you and to the Company, upon this 
occasion, he has confiscated £260,000 a year, the property of 
innocent, if not of meritorious individuals, in order to punish 
by confiscation those who had £25,000 a year only. This 
is the account he gives you himself of Ms honour, his justice, 
and his policy in these proceedings 

But, my lords, he shall not escape so. It is in your mi- 
nutes, that so far was the Hahoh from wishing to save the new 
exceptionable grants, that at the time of the forced loan I 
have mentioned, and also when the resumption was proposed, 
he was perfectly willing to give up every one of them, and 
desired only that his mother, his uncles, and Ms relations, 
with other individuals, the prime of the Mahomedan nobility 
of that country, should he spared. Is it not enough that this 
poor jSTahoh, this wretched prince, is made a slave to the man 
now standing at your bar ; that he is made by Mm a shame 
and a scandal to his family, his race, and his country ; hut he 
must he cruelly aspersed, and have faults and crimes attri- 
buted to him that do not belong to him ? I know nothing of 
Ms private character and conduct ; Mr. Hastings, who deals 
in scandalous anecdotes, knows them. But I take it upon 
the face of Mr. Purling’s assertion, and I say that the Habob 
would have consented to an arbitrary taxation of tlje jaghires, 
and would have given up to absolute confiscation every man, 
except those honourable persons I have mentioned. 

The prisoner limseLf W called Mr. "VYombwellto prove 
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the names of those infamous persons, with a partiality for 
whom Mr. Hastings has aspersed the IN’ahob, in order to lav 
the ground for the destruction of his family. They amount 
to only sbc in number ; and when we come to examine these 
SIX, we find that their jaghires were perfectly contemptible. 
The list of the other jaghirdars your lordships see fills up 
pages ; and the amount of their incomes I have already stated. 
Tour lordships now see how inconsiderable, both in number 
and amount, were the culpable jaghires, in the destruction of 
which he has involved the greater number and the meritori- 
ous. You see that the Nabob never did propose any ex- 
emption of the former at any time ; that this was a slander 
and a calumny on that unhappy man, m order to defend the 
violent acts of the prisoner; who has recourse to slander 
and calumny as a proper way to defend violence, outrage, 
and wrongs. 

We have now gone through the first stage of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s confiscation of the estates of these unhappy people. 
"When it came to be put in execution, Mr. Middleton finds 
the Nabob reluctant, in the greatest degree, to make this sa^ 
crifice of his family and of aH his nobility* It touched him 
in every way in which shame and sympathy can affect a man. 
He falls at the feet of Mr. Middleton ; he’ says, I signed the 
treaty of Chunar upon an assurance that it was never meant 
to he put m force. Mr. Middleton nevertheless proceeds ; 
he sends the family of the Nabob out of the country ; but 
he enfeertaius fears of a general revolt as the consequence of 
this tyrannical act, and refers the case hack to Mr. Hastings, 
who insists upon its being executed in its utmost extent. 
The Nabob again remonstrates in the strongest manner ; he 
begs, he prays, he dissembles, he delays. One day he pre- 
tends to be willing to submit, tbe next he hangs back, just 
as the violence of Mr. Hastings or his own natural feelings 
and principles of justice dragged him one way or dragged 
him another. Mr. Middleton, tremhhng and under the awe 
of that dreadful ^responsibility under which yonr lordships 
may remember Mr. Hastmgs had expressly laid him upon 
that occasion, ventures at once to usurp tbe Nabob’s govern- 
ment. He usurped it openly and avowedly. He declared 
that he himself would issue his perwannahs as governor of 
the country, for the purpose of executing this abommable 
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confiscation. He assumed, I saj, to Hmself tlie government 
of the country, and Mr. Hastings had armed him with a 
strong military force for that purpose ; he declared he would 
order those troops to march for his support ; he at last got 
this reluctant, struggling Nabob to consent in the manner 
we have described. 

I shall now read to your lordships Mr. Middleton’s letters, 
that you may hear these men with their own mouths describ- 
ing their own acts ; and that your lordships may then judge 
whether the highest tone and language of crimination comes 
up to their own description of their own proceedings. 


“Luckno-w, the 6th of Dec., 1781. 

“ Eindmg the Nabob wavering in his determination about 
the resumption of the jaghires, I this day, in presence of 
and with the minister’s concurrence, ordered the necessary 
perwannahs to be written to the several aumils for that pur- 
pose, and it was my firm resolution to have despatched them 
this evening, with proper people to see them punctually and 
implicitly carried into execution ; hut before they were all 
transcribed, I received a message from the Nabob, w'ho had 
been informed by the minister of the resolution I had taken, 
entreating that I would withhold the perwannahs till to-mor- 
TOW morning, when he would attend me, and afford me satis- 
faction on this point. As the loss of a few hours in the 
despatch of the perwannahs appeared of little moment, and as 
it is possible the Nabob, seeing that the business will at all 
events be done, may make it an act of his own, I have con- 
sented to indulge him in his request ; but be the result of our 
interview whatever it may, nothing shall prevent the orders 
being issued to-morrow, either by him or myself, with .the 
concurrence of the ministers. Your pleasure respecting the 
Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah ; and the measure hereto- 
fore proposed will soon follow the resumption of the jaghires ; 
from both, or indeed from the former alone, I have no doubt 
of the complete liquidation of the Company^ balance.” 


Luckaow, the 7tli Dec., 1781. 


** Mt HEAE SlE, 

“ I bad the honour to address you yesterday, informing 
yon of the steps I had taken in regard to the resumption of 
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tte jagilires. This morning the Yizier came to me, according 
to his agreement, but seemingly without any intention or de- 
sire to yield me satisfaction on the subject under discussion j 
for after a great deal of conversation, consisting on his part 
of trifling evasion and puerile excuses for withholding his as- 
sent to the measure, though at the same time professing the 
most implicit submission to your wishes, I found myself with- 
out any other resource than the one of employing that ex- 
clusive authority with which I consider your instructions to 
vest me ; I therefore declared to the Nabob, in presence 
of the minister and Mr. Johnson, who I desired might bear 
witness of the conversation, that I constructed his rejection 
of the measure purposed as a breach of his solemn promise 
to you, and an unwxLlmgness to yield that assistance which 
was evidently in his power towards hquidating his heavy ac- 
cumulated debt to the Company, and that I must in conse- 
quence determine, in my own justification, to issue immedi- 
ately the perwannahs, which had only been withheld in the 
sanguine hope that he would he prevailed upon to make that 
his own act, which nothing hut the most urgent necessity 
could force me to make mme. He left me without any reply, 
but afterwards sent for his minister, and authorized him to 
give me hopes that my requisition would he complied with, 
on which I expressed my satisfaction ; hut declared that I 
could admit of no further delays, and unless I received his 
excellency’s formal acquiescence before the evening, I should 
then most assuredly issue my perwannahs, which I have ac- 
cordingly done, not having had any assurances from his ex- 
cellency that could justify a further suspension. I shall, as 
soon as possible, inform you of the effect of the perwannahs, 
which, in many parts, I am apprehensive it vTill he found ne- 
cessary to enforce with mihtary aid ; I am not, however, en- 
tirely without hopes that the Nabob, when he sees the in- 
efficacy of further opposition, may alter his conduct, and 
prevent the confusion and disagreeable consequences which 
would he boo hkely to result from the prosecution of a mea- 
sure of such importance without his concurrence ; his excel- 
lency talks of going to Pyzahad for the purpose heretofore 
mentioned, in three or four days. I wish he may he serious 
in this iDicution, and you may rest assured I shall spare no 
pains to keep him to it.” 
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“Lackno-w, 28tli Decemkdr, 1781. 

** If your new demand is to be insisted upon, which your 
letter seems to portend, I must beg your precise orders upon 
it, as from the difficulties I haye within these few days expe- 
rienced, in carrying the points you had enjoined with the 
ISTabob, I have the best grounds for believing that he would 
consider it a direct breach of the late agreement, and totally 
reject the proposal as such ; and I must own to you, that in 
his present fermented state of mind, I could expect nothing 
less than despair, and a declared rupture. 

“ He has by no means been yet able to furnish me with 
means of paying off the arrears due to the temporary brigade, 
to the stipulated term of its contmuance in his service ; the 
funds necessary for paying off and discharging his own mili- 
tary establishment, under British officers, and his pension 
list, have been raised, on the private credit of Mr Johnson 
and myself, from the shroffs of this place, to whom we are at 
this moment pledged for many lacks of rupees , and vnthout 
such aid, which I freely and at all hazards yielded, because I 
conceived it was your anxious desire to relieve the Nabob as 
soon as possible of this heavy burden, the establishment 
must have been at his charge to this time, and probably for 
months to come, while his resources were strained to the ut- 
most to furnish jaidads for its mamtenance to this period. I 
therefore hesitate not to declare it utterly impossible for him, 
under any circumstances whatever, to provide funds for the 
payment of the troops you now propose to send him. 

« The wresting Eurruckahad, Kyrague, and Eyzula Cawn’s 
country from his government (for in that light, my dear sir, 
I can faithfully assure you, he views the measures adopted in 
respect to those countries), together with the resumption of 
all the jaghires, so much agamst his mcliaation, have already 
brought the Nabob to a persuasion that nothing less than his 
destruction, or the annihilation of every shadow of his power, 
is meant ; and all my labours to convince him to the contrary 
have proved abortive. A settled melancholy has seized him, 
and his health is reduced beyond conception ; and I do most 
humbly believe, that the march of four regiments of sepoys 
towards Lucknow, under whatever circumstances it might be 
represented, would be considered by him as a force ultimately 
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to "be used in securing his person. In short, my dear sir, 
it is a matter of such immediate moment, and involving, ap- 
parently, such very serious and important consequences, that 
I have not only taken upon me to suspend the communica- 
tion of it to the jSTabob, until I should be honoured with your 
further commands, but have also ventured to write the en- 
closed letter to Colonel Morgan ; liberties which I confidently 
trust you will excuse, when you consider that I can be actu- 
ated by no other motive than a zeal for the puhhc service ; 
and that if, after aU, you determine that the measure shall he 
insisted on, it wiU be only the loss of six, or at most eight 
days in proposing it. But in the last event, I earnestly en- 
treat your orders may he exphcit and positive, that I may 
clearly know what lengths you would wish me to proceed 
iu carrying them into execution. I again declare it is my 
firm belief, — and assure yourself, my dear Mr. Hastings, I am 
not influenced in this declaration by any considerations but 
my public duty and my personal attachment to you, — ^tbat the 
enforcing the measure you have proposed would be productive 
of an open rupture between us and the Habob ; nay, that the 
first necessary step towards carrying it mto effect must be, 
on our part, a declaration of hostility.” 

Tour lordships have now before your eyes proofs, furnished 
by Mr, Hastings himself, from his correspondence with Mr. 
hliddleton, irrefragable proofs that this Nabob, who is stated 
to have made the proposition himself, was dragged to the sig- 
nature of it ; and that the troops which are supposed, and 
fraudulently stated (and I wish your lordships particularly to 
observe this), to have been sent to assist him in this measure, 
were considered by him as a body of troops sent to imprison 
him, and to free him from all tho troubles and pains of go- 
vernment. 

"When Mr. Hastings sent the troops for the purpose, as he 
pretended, of assisting the Nabob in the execution of a mea- 
sure which was really adopted in direct opposition to the 
wishes of that pnnce, what other conclusion could be drawn 
hut that they were sent to overawe, not to assist him. The 
march of alien troops mto a country, upon that occasion, 
could bars no object hut hostihty ; they could have been 
sent with no other design hut that of bringing disgrace upon 
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the Kabob by making bim the instrument of bis family’s 
ruin, and of the destruction of bis nobility. Tour lordsbi'ps, 
therefore, 'will not wonder that this miserable man should 
have sunk into despair, and that he should have felt the 
weight of his oppression doubly aggravated by its coming 
fi*om such a man as Mr. Hastings, and by its being enforced 
by sucb a man as Mr. Middleton. 

And here I must press one observation upon your lordships, 
— do not know a greater insult that can be offered to a 
man bom to command, than to find himself made the tool 
of a set of obscure men come from an unknown country, 
without anything to distinguish them but an usurped power. 
ISTever shall I, out of compliment to any persons, because 
they happen to he my own countrymen, disguise my feelings 
or renoimce the dictates of nature and of humanity. If we 
send out obscure people, unknowing and unknown, to exer- 
cise such acts as these, I must say it is a hitter aggravation 
of the victim’s suffering. Oppression and robbery are at all 
times evils, but they are more bearable when exercised by 
persons whom we have been habituated to regard with awe, 
and to whom mankind for ages have been accustomed to bow . 

How, does the history of tyranny furnish — does the his- 
tory of popular violence deposing kings furnish anything like 
the dreadful deposition of this prince,^ and the cruel and 
abominable tyranny that has been exercised over him ? Con- 
sider too, my lords, for what object all this was done. Was 
Mr, Hastings endeavouring, by his arbitrary interference and 
the use of bis superior power, to screen a people from the 
usurpation and power of a tyrant ; from any strong and vio- 
lent acts against property, against dignity, against nobility, 
against the freedom of his people ? He : you see here a 
monarch deposed in effect by persons pretending to^ he his 
allies ; and assigning what are pretended to be bis wishes, as 
the motive for using his usurped authority in the execution 
of these acts of violence against his own family and his sub- 
jects. Tou see bim struggling against this violent prosti- 
tution of his authority. He refoses the sanction of his name, 
which before he had given up to Mr. Hastings to he used 
as he pleased, and only begs not to be made an instrument 
of wrong which Ms soul abhors, and which would make tim 
infamous throughout the world. Mr. Middleton, however, 
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assiLaaes tte sovereignty of the country, I, he says, am 
Nabob of Onde : the jaghires shah be confiscated , I have 
given my orders, and they shall be supported by a military force. 

I am ashamed to have so far distrusted your lordships’ hon- 
ourable and .generous feelings, as to have offered you upon 
this occasion any remarks vrhich you must have run before 
me in making. Those feelings which you have and ought 
to have, — feelmgs born in the breasts of all men, and much 
more in men of your lordships’ elevated rank, — ^render my 
remarks unnecessary. I need not, therefore, ask what you 
feel, when a foreign resident, at a prince’s court, takes upon 
himself to force that prmce to act the part of a tyrant, and, 
upon his resistance, openly and avowedly assumes the sove- 
reignty of the country. You have it in proof that Mr. Mid- 
dleton did this. He not only put his own name to the orders 
for this horrible confiscation, but he actually proceeded to 
dispossess the jaghirdars of their lands, and to send them out 
of the country. And whom does he send in the place of 
this ]flund5red body of nobility, to take possession of the 
country ? ’Why the usurers of Benares. Yes, my lords, he 
immediately mortgages the whole country to the usurers of 
Benares, for the purpose of raismg money upon it , giving it 
up to those blood-suckers, dispossessed of that nobility whose 
interest, whose duty, whose feelmgs, and whose habits made 
them the natural protectors of the people. 

My lords, we here see a body of usurers put into possession 
of all the estates of the nobiHty ; let us now see if this act 
was necessary, even for the avowed purposes of its agents — 
the relief of the Nabob’s financial difficulties, and the pay- 
ment of his debts to the Company. Mr. Middleton has told 
your lordships that these jaghires would pay the Company’s 
debt completely m two years. Then, would it not have been 
better to have left these estates in the hands of their owners, 
and to have oppressed them m some moderate, decent way ? 
Might they not have left the jaghirdars to raise the sums re- 
quired by some settlement with the bankers of Benares, 
in which the repayment of the money, within five or six 
years, might have been secured, and tbe jaghirdars have had 
in the mean time somethiag to subsist upon ? 0 no ; these 

victims must have nothing to live upon Tliey must be 
turned out. And why ? Mr. Hastmgs commands it. — Here 
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I must corns in aid of Mr Middleton a little ; for one cannot 
but pitj the miserable instruments that have to act under 
Mr. Hastings. I do not mean to apologize foi Mr. Middleton, 
but to pity the situation of persons who, being servants nt 
the Company, were converted by the usurpation of this man 
into his subjects and his slaves The mind of ^Ir. Middleton 
revolts. Yon see him reluctant to proceed. The Kabob begs 
a respite. You find in the resident a willingness to comply. 
Even Mr. Middleton is placable. !^Ir. Hastings alone is ob- 
durate. His resolution to rob and to destroy was not to be 
moved, and the estates of the whole Mahomedan nobility of 
a great kingdom were confiscated m a moment. Your lord- 
ships will observe that his orders to ^Ir. Middleton allow no 
forbearance. He writes thus to him : ’ 

« — ]^j[y mind has been for some days suspended be- 
tween two opposite impulses ; one arising from the necessity 
of my return to Calcutta ; the other, from the apprehension 
of mypresenee being more necessary and more urgently wanted 
at Lucknow. Your answer to this shall decide my choice, 

“ I have waited thus long, in the hopes of hearing that 
some progress had been made in the execution of the plan 
which I concluded with the Nabob m September last. I do 
not find that any step towards it has been yet taken, though 
three months are elapsed, and little more than that period did 
appear to me requisite to have accomplished the most essen- 
tial parts of it, and to have brought the whole into train. 
This tardiness, and the opposition prepared to the only de- 
cided act yet undertaken, have a bad appearance. I approve 
the Nabob’s resolutions to deprive the Begums of their id- 
employed treasures. In both services, it must be your care 
to prevent an abuse of the powers given to those that are 
employed in them. You yourself ought to be personally 
present. You must not allow any negotiation or forbearance, 
but must prosecute both services, until the Begums are at the 
entire mercy of the Nabob, their jaghires in the quiet posses- 
sion of his aumils, and their wealth in such charge as may 
secure it against private embezzlement. You will have a 
force more than sufficient to effect both these purposes. 

“ The reformation of his army, and the new settlement of 
his revenues, are also pomts of immediate concern, and ought to 
be mmiediately concluded. Has anything been done in either? 
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I now demand and require you most solemnly to answer 
me. Are you confident in your own ability to accomplish all 
these purposes, and the other points of my instructions ? 
If yon reply that you are, I wil depart with a quiet and 
assured mmd to the presidency, but leave you a dreadful 
responsibility if you disappoint me. If you tell me that you 
cannot rely upon your power, and the other means which 
you possess for performmg these services, I wall free you 
iroin the charge. I will proceed myself to Lucknow, and I 
wall myself undertake them ; and in that case, I desire that 
you wail immediately order bearers to be stationed, for myself 
and two other gentlemen, between Lucknow and Ihababad, 
and I will set out fi^om hence m three days after the receipt 
of your letter. 

“ I am sorry that I am under the necessity of writing in fhis 
pressing manner. I trust implicitly to your integrity. I am 
certain of your attachment to myself, and I know that your 
capac^ is equal to any service; but I must express my 
doubts of your firmness and activity, and above all of your 
recollection of my instructions, and of their importance. My 
conduct in the late arrangements will be arraigned with all 
the rancour of disappointed rapacity, and my reputation and 
influence will suffer a mortal wound from the failure of them ; 
they have already faded m a degree, since no part of them 
has yet taken place, hut the removal of our forces from the 
Douab and Eohilcund, and of the British officers and pen- 
sioners from the service of the Nabob, and the expenses of the 
former thrown without any compensation on the Company. 

“ I expect a supply of money equal to the discharge of all 
the Nabob’s arrears, and am much disappointed and mortified 
that I am not now able to return with it. 

“ G-ive me an immediate answer to the question which I 
have herein proposed, that I may lose no more time in fruit- 
less inaction.” 

About this time Mj. Hastings had received information of 
our inquiries in the House of Commons into his conduct ; 
and this is the manner in which he prepares to meet them. 
I must get money. I must carry with me that great excuse 
for everything, that salve for every sore, that expiation for 
every crime ; let me provide that, aU is well. You, Mr. ^Iid- 
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dleton, try your nerves ; are you equal to tliese services ? ex- 
amine yourself; see what is in you; are you man enough to 
come up to it ? says the great robber to the little robber — says 
Boland the great to his puny accomplice — are you equal to 
it ? Do you feel yourself a man ? If not, send messengers 
and dawks to me, 'and I, the great master tyrant, will come 
myself, and put to shame all the paltry, delegate tools of 
despotism, that have not edge enough' to cut their way 
through, and do the services I have ordained for them. 

I have already stated to your lordships his reason and mo* 
tives for this violence, and they are such as aggravated his 
crime by attempting to imphcate bis country m it He says 
he was afraid to go home without having provided for the 
payment of the 2Cabob’s debt Afraid of what ? l»Vas he 
afraid of coming before a British tribunal, and sapng, — 
through justice, through a regard for the rights of an allied 
sovereign, through a regard to the rights of his people, I have 
not got so much as I expected ? Of this no man co^d be 
afraid. The prisoner’s fear had another origin. I have failed, 
says he to himself, in my first project. I went to Benares to 
rob ; I have lost by my violence the fruits of that robbery , 
I must get the money somewhere, or I dare not appear before 
a British Honse of Commons, a British House of Lords, 
or any other tribunal in the kingdom ; hut let me get money 
enough, and they won’t care how I get it. The estates of 
whole bodies of nobility may be confiscated. A people wbo 
had lived under their protection may be given up into the 
hands of foreign usurers , they will care for none of these things. 
They will suffer me to do all this, and to employ in it the 
force of British troops, whom I have described as a set of 
robbers, provided I can get money. These were Hast- 
ings’s views ; and in accordance ■wuth them, the jaghires were 
all confiscated, the jaghirdars with their families were all 
turned out, the possessions delivered up to the usurer, iu 
order that Mr. Hastings might have the excuse of money to 
plead at the bar of the House of Commons, and afterwards 
at the bar of the House of Lords. If your lordships, in 
your sacred character of the first tribunal in the world, 
should, by your judgment, j'uatify those proceedings, you 
will sanction the greatest wrongs that have been ever known 
in history. 

VOL. VIII. ^ 
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But to proceed. The next thing to be asked is, Were the 
promised pensions given to the jaghirdars ? I supple your 
lordships are not idle enough to put that question to us^^^-jN'o 
compensation, no consideration was given or stipulated^r 
them. If there had been any such thing, the prisoner could 
have proved it He would have proved it The means were 
easy to him ; but we have saved him the trouble of the at- 
tempt. ^Y e have proved the contrary, and, if called upon, we 
will show you the place where this is proved 
I have now shown your lordships how Mr. Hastings, having 
with such violent and atrocious circumstances usurped the 
government of Oude (I hope I need not use any further 
proof that the Nabob was in effect non-existent in the coun- 
try), treated all the landed property ; the next question wull 
he, How has he treated whatever momed property was left 
m the coimtry? My lords, he looked over that immense 
waste of his own creating, not as Satan viewed the kingdoms 
of the world and saw the power and glory of them ; hut he 
looked over the waste of Oude, with a diabolical malice 
which one could hardly suppose existed in the prototype him- 
self. He saw nowhere above ground one single shilling 
that he could attach, no, not one; every place had been 
ravaged ; no money remained in sight , but possibly some 
might be buried in vaults, bid from the gripe of tyranny and 
rapacity It must be so, says he , where can I find it ? how 
can I get at it ? There is one illustrious family that is 
thought to have accumulated a vast body of treasures through 
a course of three or four successive reigns. It does not ap- 
pear openly ; but we have good information that very great 
sums of money are bricked up and kept in vaults under 
ground, and secured under the guard and within the walls of 
a fortress, the residence of the females of the family,— -a 
guard, as your lordships know, rendered doubly and trebly 
secure by the manners of the country, which make every- 
thing that is m the hands of women sacred It is said that 
nothing IS proof against gold ; that the strongest tower will 
not be impregnable if Jupiter makes love in a golden shower. 
This Jupiter commences making love, hut he does not come 
to the ladies with gold for their persons, he comes to their 
peraons for their gold. This impetuous lover, Mr Hastings, 
who IS not to be stayed from the objects of his passion, 
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would anniliilate space and time between him and his beloved 
object, the jaghires of these ladies. 

Tour lordships have already had a peep behind the curtain, 
in the first orders sent to Mr. lliddieton. In the treaty of 
Chunar you see a desire, obliquely expressed, to get the 
landed estates of all these great families. But even while 
he was meeting with such reluctance in the Xabob upon this 
point, and though he also met with some resistance upon the 
part even of Mr Middleton, IVIr. Hastings appears to have 
given him in charge some other stiE more obnoxious and 
dreadful acts. “ "While I was meditating,” says Mr. Middle- 
ton in one of his letters upon this [the resumption of the 
jaghires], “your orders came to me through Sir Elijah Impey.” 
What these orders were is left obscure m the letter : it is 
yet hut as in a mist or cloud. But it is evident that Sir 
Elijah Impey did convey to him some project for getting at 
more wealth by some other service, which was not to super- 
sede the first, hut to he concurrent with that upon which Mr 
Hastings had before given him such dreadful charges, and 
had loaded him with such horrible responsibility. It could 
not have been anything but tbe seizure of the Begum’s trea- 
sures, He thus goaded on two reluctant victims, first the 
reluctant Nabob, then the reluctant Mr. Middleton, forcing 
them with the bayonet behind them, and urging on the 
former, as at last appears, to violate the sanctity of his mo- 
ther’s house. 

Tour lordships have been already told by one of my able 
fellow-managers, that Sir Elijah Impey is the person who 
carried up the message alluded to in Mr. Middleton’s letter ; 
we have charged it as an aggravation of the offences of the 
prisoner at your bar, that the chief justice, who by the sacred 
nature of his office, and by the express provisions of the act 
of parliament, under which he was sent out to India to redress 
the wrongs of the natives, should be made an instrument for 
destroying the property, real and personal, of this people. 
When it first came to our knowledge that all this private 
intrigue for the destruction of these high women was carried 
on tlirough the intrigue of a chief justice, we felt such shame 
and such horror both for the instrument and the principal, as 

N ‘2 
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I think it impossible to describe, or for anything bi.t complete 
and perfect silence to express. 

But by Sir Elijah Impey was that order carried up to seize 
and confiscate the treasures of the Begums. We know that 
neither the Company nor the Nabob had any claim whateyer 
upon these treasures On the contrary, we know that two 
treaties had been made for the protection of them. W e know 
that the Nabob, while he was contesting ahont some elephants 
and carriages, and some other things that he said were in 
the hands of their steward, did allow that the treasures in 
the custody of his grandmother and of his mother’s principal 
servants, were their property. This is the Nabob who is now 
represented by Mr. Hastings and his counsel to have become 
the instrument of destroying his mother and grandmother, 
and everything else that ought to be dear to mankind 
throughout the whole train of his family. 

klr. Hastings, having resolved to seize upon the treasures 
of the begums, is at a loss for some pretence of justifying the 
act. His first justification of it is on grounds which all 
tyrants have ready at their hands. He begins to discover a 
legal title to that of which he wished to be the possessor ; 
and on this title sets up a claim to these treasurei> I say 
Mr. Hastings set up this claim, because by this time 1 sup'-~ 
pose your lordships vrill not bear to hear the Nabob’s name 
on such an occasion. The prisoner pretended that by the 
Mabomedan law these goods did belong to the Nabob ; but 
whether they did or did not, he had himself been an active 
instrument in the treaty for seeurmg their possession to the 
Begums ; a security which he attempts to unlock by his con- 
structions of the Mahomedan law. Having set up this title, 
the guarantee still remamed, and how is he to get rid of that ? 
In his usual way. You have rebelled ; you have taken up 
arms against your own son (for that is the pretext), and 
therefore my guarantee is gone, and your goods, whether you 
have a title to them or not, are to be confiscated for your* re- 
bellion ; this is his second expedient by way of justification. 

Your lordships will observe the strange situation in which 
we are here placed. If the fact of the rebellion can be proved, 
the discussion of the title to the property in question will be 
to^^ally useless ; for if the ladies had actually taken up arms 
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to cut tlie ?Cabob’s tbroat. it would require no person to 
come from the dead to prove to us that the Xabob, but not 
Mr. Hastings, had a right for his own security and for hi^ 
own indemnification to take those treasures, which, whether 
they belonged to him or not, were employed in hostilities 
against him. The law of self-defence is above every other 
law ; and if any persons draw the sword against you, violence 
on your part is justified, and you may use your sword to take 
from them that property by which they have been enabled 
to draw their sword against you. 

But the prisoner’s counsel do not trust to this justifica- 
tion they set up a title of right to these treasures ; but 
how entirely they have failed in their attempts to substantiate 
either the one or the other of these his alleged justifications, 
your lordships will now judge. And first with regard to the 
title ; the treasure, they say, belonged to the state. The 
grandmother and mother have robbed the son, and kept him 
out of his rightful inheritance. They then produce the 
Hedaia to show you what proportion of the goods of a Mus- 
sulman when he dies goes to his family, and here certainly 
there is a question of law to be tried , but Mr. Hastings is a 
great eccentric genius, and has a course of proceeding of Ms 
owm ,* he first seizes upon the property, and then produces 
some Mahomedan writers to prove that it did not belong to 
the persons w'ho were in possession of it. Tou would natur- 
ally expect that when he was going to seize upon those 
goods, he would have consulted his chief justice, lor as Sir 
Elijah Impey went with him, he might have consulted him ; 
and have thus learnt what was the Mahomedan law. Eor 
though Sir Elijah had not taken his degree at a Mahomedan 
college, though he was not a mufti or a molavie, yet he had 
always muftis and molavies near Mm, and he might have 
consulted them. But Mr. Hastings does not even pretend 
that such consultations or conferences were ever had. If he 
ever consulted Sir Elijah Impey, where is the report of the 
case, when were the parties before him ? Where are the 
opinions of the molavies ? Where is the judgment of the 
chief justice ? Was he fit for nothing hut to be employed 
as a messenger, as a common tipstaff? Was be not fit to try 
these rights, or to decide upon them ? He has told yon here 
indeed negatively, that he did not know any title Mr. Hast- 
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mgs bad to seize tipon tbe property of the Begums, except 
upon his hypothesis of the rehellion. He was asked, if he 
knew any other. He answered no. It consequently appears, 
that Mr. Hastings, though he had before him his doctors of 
all laws, who could unravel for him all the emgmas of all 
the laws in the world, and who had himself shone upon 
questions of Mahomed an law, in the case of the JSTudea 
Begum ; did not dare to put this ease to Sir Elijah Impey, 
and ask what was his opinion concerning the righcs of these 
people ; he was tender, I suppose, of the reputation of the 
chief justice. Eor Sir Elijah Impey, though a very good 
man to write a letter, or take an affidavit in a corner, or run 
on a message, to do the busmess of an under-sheriff, tipstaff, 
or bum-baiiiff, was not fit to give an opinion on a question of 
Mahomedan law. 

You have heard AH Ibrahim Khan referred to ; this 
Mahomedan lawyer was carried by Mr Hastings up to Be- 
nares, to be a witness of the vast good he had done in that 
province, and was made chief justice there All, indeed, that 
we know of him, except the high character given of him by 
Mr. Hastings, is, I believe, that he is the All Ibrahim Kh^n 
whom in the Company’s records I find mentioned as a person 
giving bribes upon some former occasion to Mr. Hastings ; 
but whatever he was besides, he was a doctor of the Mahomed- 
an law, he was a mufti, and was made by Mr Hastings the 
principal judge in a criminal court, exercising (as I believe) 
likewise a considerable civil jurisdiction, and therefore he 
was qualified as a lawyer ; and Mr. Hastings cannot object 
to his qualifications either of integrity or of knowledge. 
This man was with him. Why did not he consult him upon 
this law? Why did he not make him out a case of John 
Hoe and Biehard Boe, of John Stokes and John a Hokes ? 
"Why not say Sinub possesses such things, under such and 
such circumstances, give me your opinion upon the legahty 
of the possession. Ho ; he did no such thing. 

Tour lordships, I am sure, will think it a little extraordi- 
nary, that neither this chief justice made by himself, nor that 
other chief justice whom he led about with him in a string ; 
the one an English chief justice, with a Mahomedan .suite 
in his court ; the other a Mahomedan chief justice of the 
country ; that neither of them was consulted as lawyers by 
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the prisoner. Both of them were indeed otherwise employed 
by him. Bor we find All Ibrahim Khan employed in the 
same subservient capacity in which Sir Eiijafi Impey was; 
in order, I suppose, to keep the lawr of England and the laiv 
of Mahomet upon a just par; for upon this equality Mr. 
Hastings alw'ays values himself. Keither of these two chief 
justices, I say, was ever consulted, nor one opinion taken : 
but they were both employed in the correspondence and 
private execution of this abominable project, w’hen the pri- 
soner himself had not either leisure or perhaps courage to 
give his public order in it till things got to greater npeness. 

To Sir Elijah Impey, indeed, be did put a question ; and, 
upon mv word, it did not require an (Edipus or a Sphinx to 
answ’er it. Says he, I asked Sir Elijah Impey — What? a 
question on the title between the Kabob and his mother ? 
"No such thing. He puts an hypothetical question. Sup- 
posing, says he, a rebellion to exist in that country ; will the 
Hahoh be justified in seizing the goods of the rebels ? That 
is a question decided in a moment ; and I must have a malice 
to Sir Ellijah Impey, of which I am incapable, to deny the 
propriety of his answer. But observe, I pray you, my lords, 
there is something peculiarly good and correct in it ; he does 
not take upon him to say one word of the actual existence of 
a rebellion, though he w as at the time in the country, and if 
there had been any, he must have been a witness to it ; but 
so chaste was his character as a judge, that he would not 
touch upon the juries’ office. I am chief justice here, says 
he, though a little wandering out of my orbit ; yet still the 
sacred office of justice is in me. Ho you take upon you the 
fact ; I find the law. Were it not for this sacred attention 
to separate jurisdictions, he might have been a tolerable judge 
of the fact Just as good a judge as Mr. Hastings; for 
neither of them knew it any other way, as it appears after- 
wards, hut by rumour and reports; — reports, I believe, of 
Mr. Hastings’s own raismg ; for I do not know that Sir Elijah 
Imney had anything to do with them. 

!6ut to proceed. With regard to the title of these ladies, 
according to the Mahomedan law; — you have nothing laid 
before you by the prisoner’s counsel, but a quotation cut out 
with the scissors from a Mahomedan law book (which I 
suspect very much the learned gentlemen have never read 
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through), declaring liow a Mahoraedan’s elfects are to be dis- 
tributed. But Mr. Hastings could not, at tbe time, ba; e 
consulted that learned counsel who now defends Mm upon 
tbe principles of tbe Hedaia, tbe Hedaia not having been 
then published in English ; and I will venture to say, that 
neither Sir Elijah Impey, nor AH Ibrahim Khan, nor any 
other person, high or low, in India, ever suggested this de- 
fence ; and that it was never thought of, till lately found by 
the learned counsel in the English translation of the Hedaia. 
Grod bless me I now says Mr. Hastmgs. What ignorance 
have I been in all this time I I thought I was seizing this 
unjustly, and that the pretence of rebellion was necessary; 
but my counsel have found out a book, since published, and 
from it they produce the law upon that subject, and show 
that the Hahoh had a right to seize upon the treasures of 
his mother. But are your lordships so ignorant — ^your lord- 
ships are not ignorant of anything, — are any men so ignorant 
as not to know, that in every country the common law of 
distribution of the estate of an intestate amongst private in- 
dividuals is no rule "with regard to the family arrangements 
of great princes. Is any one ignorant, that, from the days 
of the first origin of the Persian monarchy, the laws of which 
have become rules ever since for almost all the monarchs of 
the East, the wives of great men have had, independent of 
the common distribution of their goods, great sums of money 
and great estates in land, one for their girdle, one for their 
veil, and so on, going through tbe rest of their ornaments 
and attire ; and that they held great estates and other effects, 
over which the reigning monarch or his successor had no 
control whatever. Indeed, my lords, a more curious and 
extraordinary species of trial than this of a question of right 
never was heard of since the world began. Mr. Hastings 
begms with seizing the goods of the Begums at Eyzabad, 
nine thousand miles from you, and fourteen years after tries 
the title in an English court, without having one person to 
appear for these miserable ladies. I trust you will not suffer 
this mockery. I hope this last and ultimate shame will he 
spared us : for, I declare to G-od, that the defence and the 
principles of it appear to me ten thousand times worse than 
tl e act itself. 

Now, my lords, this criminal, through hi's counsel, chooses 
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with their usual fiippancy to say. that the Commons ha\'e 
been cautious in stating this part of the charge, knowing that 
they were on tender ground, and therefore did not Tenture 
to say entitled, but possessed of only. A notable discovery 
indeed ^ We are as far from being taken in by such miser- 
able distinctions as we are incapable of making them. We 
certainly have not said that the Begums were entitled to, but 
only that they were possessed of, certain property. And we 
have so said because we were not competent to decide upon 
tbeir title ; because your lordships are not competent to de- 
cide upon their title; because no part of this tnbunal is 
competent to decide upon their title. You have not the 
parties before you ; you have not the cause before you, but 
are getting it by oblique, improper, and indecent means. You 
are not a court of justice to try that question. The parties 
are at a distance from you. They are neither present them- 
selves, nor represented by any counsel, advocate, or attorney : 
and I hope no House of Lords will ever judge and decide 
upon the title of any human being, much less upon the title 
of the first women in Asia, sequestered, shut up from you, at 
nine thousand miles distance. 

I believe, my lords, that the Emperor of Hindostan little 
thought, while Delhi stood, that an English subject of Mr. 
Hastings’s description should domineer over the V izier of his 
empire, and give the law to the first persons in his dominions. 
He as little dreamed of it as any of your lordships now 
dream that you shall have your pToperty seized by a dele- 
gate from Lucknow, and have it tried by what tenure a peer 
or peeress of Great Britain hold, the one his estate, and the 
other her jointure, dower, or her share of goods, her para- 
phernalia, in any court of adawlet in Hindostan. If any such 
thing should hapnen, — for we know not what may happen ; 
we live in an age oi strange revolutions, and I doubt w^hether 
any more strange than this, — ^the Commons of Great Britain 
would shed their best bloo^ sooner than suffer that a tribu- 
nal at Lucknow should decide upon any of your titles, for 
the purpose of justifymg a robber that has taken your pro- 
perty. We should do the best we could, if such a strange 
circumstance occurred. 

The House of Commons, who are virtually the representa- 
tives of Lucknow, and who lately took £500,000 of th 
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money, -will not suffer the natives first to "be robbed of their 
property, and then the titles, which, by the laws of their own 
country, they have to the goods they possess, to be tried by 
any tribunal in Great Britain. Why was it not tried in 
India before Mr. Hastings? One -uould suppose that an 
English governor, if called to decide upon such a claim of 
the Habob’s, would doubtless be attended by judges, muftis, 
lawyers, and all the apparatus of legal justice —No such 
tiling : this man marches into the country, not with molavies, 
not with muftis, not “with the solemn apparatus of Oriental 
j*ustice : — no ; he goes with colonels, and captains, and majors ; 
these are his lawyers , and when he gets there, he demands 
from the parties, not their title. — No . Give me your money, 
is his cry. It is a shame (and I will venture to say that 
these gentlemen, upon recollection, will feel ashamed) to see 
the bar justify what the sword is ashamed of. In reading 
this correspondence, I have fonnd these great muftis ajid 
lawyers, these great chief justices, attornies-general, and so- 
licitors-general, called colonels and captains, ashamed of these 
proceedmgs, and endeavouring to mitigate their cruelty ; yet 
we see British lawyers in a British tribunal supporting and 
justifying these acts, on the plea of defective titles. 

The learned counsel asks, w ith an air of triumph, whether 
these ladies possessed these treasures by jointure, dower, will, 
or settlement. What was the title ? Was it a deed of gift 
— was it a devise — -w^it do natio — ^was it dower 

— was it jointure ~wfet was it? To air~which senseless 
and absurd questions we answer, You asked none of these 
questions of the parties, when you guaranteed to them, by a 
solemn treaty, the possession of their goods. Then was the 
time to have asked these questions : but you asked none of 
them. You supposed their right, and you guaranteed it, 
though you might then have asked what was their right. 
But besides the force and virtue of the guarantee, these un- 
happy princesses had ransomed themselves from any claim 
upon their property. They paid a sum of money, applied to 
youTHuse, for that guarantee. They had a treble title — by 
possession, by guarantee, by purchase. 

Again ; did you ask these questions when you went to rob 
them of their landed estates, their money, their ornaments, 
and even their wearing apparel ? When you sent those great 
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la-nyers, major — major — and the other majors, and colonels, 
and captains, did you call on them to exhibit their title 
deeds? IS'o — ^with a pi'^tol at their breast, you demanded 
their money. Instead of forging a charge of rebellion against 
tliese unhappy persons, ’why did you not then call on them 
for their vouchers ? Xo rebellion -was necessary to give va- 
lidity to a civil claim. IVhat you could get by an ordinary 
judgment did not want confiscation called to its aid. TTben 
you had their eunuchs, their ministers, their treasurers, their 
agents, and attornies m irons, did you then ask any of these 
questions ? No— Discover the money you have in trust, or 
you go to corporal punishment — you go to the castle of Chu- 
nar — here is another pair of irons ; — this was the only lan- 
guage used. 

When the court of directors, alarmed at the proceedings 
against these ancient ladies, ordered their Indian government 
to -make an inquiry into their conduct, the prisoner had then 
an opportunity and a duty imposed upon him ®f entering 
into a complete justification of his conduct ; he might have 
justified it by every civil and by every crimmal mode of pro- 
cess. Did he do this ? No — Tour lordships have m evidence 
the manner, equally despotic, rebellious^ insolent, fraudulent, 
tricking, and evasive, by wbicb be positively refused all in- 
quiry into the matter. How stands it now, more than twelve 
years after the seizure of their goods — at ten thousand miles 
distance ? You ask of these women, buried in the depths of 
Asia, secluded from human commerce, what is their title to 
their estate. Have you the parties before you ? have you 
summoned them ? where is their attorney ? where is tbeir 
agent ? where is their counsel ? Is this law ? Is this a legal 
process ? Is this a tribunal — the highest tribunal of all — ^that 
which is to furnish the example for, and to he a control on 
all the rest ? But what is worse, you do not come directly to 
the trial of this right to property. You are desired to sur- 
round and circumvent it ; you are desired obliquely to steal 
an iniquitous judgment, which you dare not boldly ravish. 
At this judgment you can only arrive by a side wind. Yon 
have before you a crimmal process against an offender ; 
one of the charges against him is, that he has robbed matrons 
of high and reverend place. His defence is that they had 
not the apt deeds to entitle them in law to this property. In 
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this cause, 'with only the delinquent party before you, yoi^ 
are called upon to try their title on his allegations of its in- 
validity, and by acquitting him to divest them not only of 
their goods but of their honour; to call them disseizors, 
wrong-doers, cheats, defrauders of their ov'^n son. No hear- 
ing for them, no pleading, all appeal cut oif. W as ever a 
man indicted for a robbery, that is, for the forcible taking oi 
the goods possessed by another, suffered to desire the pro- 
secutor to show the deeds or other instruments by which he 
acquired those goods ? The idea is contemptible and ridicu- 
lous. Do these men dream ? Do they conceive m their con- 
fused imaginations that you can be here trying such a ques- 
tion, and venturing to decide upon it ? Tour lordships will 
never do that which if you did do you would be unlit to 
subsist as a tribunal for a single hour , and if we On our part 
did not bring before you this attempt as the heaviest aggra- 
vation of the prisoner’s crimes, we should betray our trust 
as represei^^atives of the Commons of Great Britain. Having 
made this protest in favour of law, of justice, and good policy, 
permit me to take a single step more. 

I will now show your lordships that it is very possible, nay 
very probable, and almost certain, that a great part of what 
these ladies possessed was a saving of their own, and inde- 
pendent of any grant. It appears in the papers before you 
that these unfortunate ladies had about £7 0,000 a year land- 
ed property. Mr Bristow states in evidence before your 
lordships that their annual expenses did not exceed a lack 
and a half, and that their income was about seven lacks ; 
that they had possessed this for twenty years before the 
death of Sujah Dowlah, and from the death of that prince to 
the day of the robbery Now, if your lordships will calcu- 
late what the savings from an income of £70,000 a year will 
amount to, when the party spends about £15,000 a year, 
you wnll see that by a regular and strict economy these people 
may have saved considerable property of their own, inde- 
pendent of their titles to any other property ; and this is a 
rational way of accounting for their being extremely rich. 
It may be supposed, likewise, that they had all those advan- 
tages which ladies of high rank usually have in that country ; 
gifts at marriage, &c. "VTe know that there are deeds of gift 
by husbands to their wives dunug their lifetime, and many 
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other legax means b/ ^\Mcb women in Asia become possessed 
of very great property ; but Mr. Ha&tings has taught them 
the danger of much wealth, and the danger of economy. He 
has shown them that they are sa™g, not for their families, 
for those who may possibly stand in the utmost need of it, 
but for tyrants, robbers, and oppressors. 

My lords, I am really ashamed to have said so much u^on 
the subject of their titles. And yet there is one observation 
more to be made, and then I shall have done with this part of 
the prisoner’s defence. It is that the Xabob himself never 
has made a claim on this ground ; even 3Ir. Hastings, his 
despotic master, could never get him regularly and system- 
atically to make such a claim ; the very reverse of this is the 
truth ; "when urged on to the commission of these acts of 
violence by Mr. Middleton, you have seen with what horror 
and how reluctantly he lends his name, and when he does so 
he is dragged like a victim to the stake. At the beginning 
of this affair, where do we find that he entered this claim 
as the foundation of it? Upon one occasion only, when 
dragged to join in this wicked act, something dropped from 
his bps which seemed rather to have been forced into his 
mouth, and which he was obliged to spit out again, about 
the possibility that he might have had some right to the ef- 
fects of the Begums. 

We next come to consider the manner in which these acts 
of violence were executed. They forced the Habob himself 
to accompany their troops and their resident, Mr. Middleton, 
to attack the city and to storm the fort in which these ladies 
lived, and consequently to outrage their persons, to insult 
their character, and to degrade their dignity, as well as to 
rob them of all they had. 

That your lordships may learn something of one of these 
ladies called the Munny Begum, I will refer you to Major 
Brown’s evidence ; a man who w’as at Delhi, the fountain- 
head of all the nobility of India, and must have known who 
this lady was that has been treated with such indignity by 
the prisoner at your bar. Major Brown was asked, What 
w^as the opinion at Delhi respecting the mnk, quality, and 
character of the princesses of Oude or of either of them ? 
The elder, or Munny Begum, was, says he, a woman of high 
rank ; she vras, I believe, the daughter of Saadit All UMn, a 
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person of high rank in the time of Mahomed Shah, — Do 
you know whether any woman in all Hindostan was consi- 
dered of snpflrrior rank or birth ? he answers, I believe not, 
except those of the royal family. She was a near relation to 
Mxrza Shnffee Khdn, who was a noble of nobles, the first 
person at that day in the empire. In answer to another ques- 
tion put by a noble lord, in the same examination, respecting 
the conversation which he had with Mirza Shufiee Khan, 
and of which he had given an account, he says, he (Mirza 
Shufiee Khan) spoke of the attempt to seize the treasures of 
the Degums, which was then suspected, in terms of resent- 
ment and as a disgrace in which he participated, as being 
related by blood to the house of Suffder Jung, who was the 
husband of the old Begum. He says afterwards, in the same 
examination, that he, the Begum’s husband, was the second 
man, and that her father was the first man, in the Mogul 
empire. Now the Mogul empire, when this woman came 
into the world, was an empire of that dignity that kings 
were its suojects ; and this very Mirza Shufiee Kh^n that 
we speak of, her near relation, was then a prince with a 
million a year revenue, and a man of the first rank, after 
the Great Mogul, in the whole empire. 

My lords, these were people that ought to have been treat- 
ed with a little decorum. "When we consider the high rank 
of their husbands, their fathers, and their children — a rank 
so high that we have nothing in Great Britam to compare 
with theirs — we cannot be surprised that they were left in 
possession of great revenues, great landed estates, and great 
monied property. AU the female parts of these families, 
whose alliance was, doubtless, much courted, could not be 
proffered in marriage and endowed in a manner agreeably to 
the dignity of such persons, but with great sums of money ; 
and your lordships must also consider the multitude of chil- 
dren of which these famihes frequently consisted. The con- 
sequences of this robbery were such as might naturally be 
expected. It is said that not one of the females of this 
family has since been given m marriage. 

But all this has nothing to do with the rebellion. If they 
had, indeed, rebelled to cut their own son’s throat, there is 
an end of the business. But what evidence have you of this 
fact ; and if none can be produced, does not the prisoner’s 
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defence aggravate infinitely his crime and that of his age.its ? 
Did they ever once state to these unfortunate vomen that 
any such rebellion existed ? Did they ever charge them with 
it f Did they ever set the charge down in writing, or make 
it verbally, that they had conspired to destroy their son, a 
son whom IVIr. Hastings had brought there to rob them ? No, 
this was what neither ZMr. Hastings nor his agent ever did ; 
for as they never made a civil demand upon them, so they 
never made a criminal charge agamst them, or against any 
person belonging to them. 

I save your lordships the trouble of listening to the man- 
ner in which they seized upon these people, and dispersed 
their guard. Mr. Middleton states that they found great dif- 
ficulties in getting at their treasures ; that they stormed their 
forts successively, but found great reluctance in the sepoys 
to make their way into the inner enclosures of the women’s 
apartments. Being at a loss what to do, their only resource, 
he says, was to threaten that they would seize their eunuchs. 
These are generally persons who have been bought slaves, 
and who, not having any connexions in the country where 
they are settled, are supposed to guard both the honour of 
the women and their treasures with more fidelity than other 
persons would do. We know that m Constantinople, and 
in many other places, these persons enjoy offices of the 
highest trust, and are of great rank and dignity ; and this 
dignity and rank they possess for the purpose of enabling 
them to fulfil their great trusts more effectually. The two 
principal eunuchs of the Begums were Jewar and Behar AH 
Khan, persons of as high rank and estimation as any people 
in the country. These persons, however, were seized, not, 
says Mr. Hastings, for the purpose of extorting money, as 
assumed in the charge, hut as agents and principal instru- 
ments of exciting the insurrection before aUuded to, &c. Mr. 
Hastings declares that they were not seized for the purpose 
of extorting money, but that they were seized in order to 
Jie punished for their crimes, andj/^ nomine, l or this cnme 
of rebel lm^ Now this crime could not have been committed 
immediately by women themselves ; for no woman can come 
forward and head her own troops. We have not heard that 
any woman has done so since the time of Zenobia, in another 
part of the jiast; and we know that in Persia no person ean 
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behold the faoe of a woman of rank, or speak to females 
of condition but through a curtain; therefore they could 
not go out themselves and be active m a rebellion. But, I 
ovA’n, it would be some sort of presumption against them if 
Jewar Ali Khan and Behar All Kh^n had headed troops and 
been concerned in acts of rebellion ; and the prisoner’s coun- 
sel have taken abundance of pains to show that such persons 
do sometimes head armies and command legions in the East. 
This we acknowledge that they sometimes do. If these 
eunuchs had behaved in this way, if they had headed armies 
and commanded legions, for the purposes of rebellion, it 
would have b^en a fair presumption that them mistresses were 
concerned in it. But instead of any proof of such facts, Mr., 
Hastings simply says, we do not arrest them for the purpose 
of extorting money, hut as a punishment for their crimes. 
By Mr. Middleton’s account you will see the utter falsity of 
this assertion. God knows what he has said that is true. It 
would indeed be singular not to detect him in a falsity, but 
in a truth I will now show yonr lordships the utter falsity 
of this wicked allegation. 

There is a letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, 
dated Eyzabad, the 25th of January, 1782, to which I will 
call your lordships’ attention. 

“ Bear Sir Elijah, — I have the satisfaction to inform you 
that we have at length so far obtained the great object of 
our expedition to this place, as to commence on the receipt 
of money, of which, in the course of this day, we have got 
about six lacks. I know not yet what amount we shall 
actually realize, but I think I may safely venture to pro- 
nounce it will be equal to the liquidation of the Company’s 
balance. It has been at once the most important and the 
most difficult j)oiut of duty which has ever occurred in my 
office; and the anxiety, the hopes, and fears, which have 
alternately agitated my mind, cannot he described or con- 
ceived but by those who have been witness to what has 
passed in the course of this long contest. The [Nabob’s] 
ministers have supported me nobly, and deserve much com- 
mendation. "Without the shrewd discernment and knowledge 
of the finesse and tricks of the country which Hyder Beg 
Khan possesses, I beb'eve we should have succeeded but 
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indifferently ; for I soon found tliat no real advantage Tras 
to be obtained by proceeding at once to violent extremities 
with the Begum, and that she was only to be attacked 
through the medium of her confidential servants, who it re- 
quired considerable address to get hold of. However, we 
at last effected it ; and by using some few severities with 
them, we at length came at the secret hoards of this old lady. 

I will write you more particulars hereafter. 

“ I am sorry to inform you my little boy stiU continues 
in a very precarious way, though somewhat better than when 
I had last the honour to address you. My respects to Lady 
/ And believe me, with great regard, my dear Sir 
k EHjSffi, your faithful, obhged, and most affectionate humble 
§£?vant, 

Xathaniel Mibdleton.” 

My lords, we produce this letter to your lordships, because 
it IS a letter which begins with JDear Sir and 

alludes to some family matters, and is therefore more likely 
to discover the real truth, the true genius of a proceeding, 
than all the formal and official stuff that ever was produced. 
You see the tenderness and affection in which they proceed. 
Ton see it is his dear Sir 'Elijah. You see that he does not 
tell the dear Sir Elijah, the chief justice of India, the pillar 
of the law, the great conservator of personal hberty and pri- 
vate property, — he does not tell him that he has been able 
to convict these eunuchs of any crime ; he does not tell him 
he has the pleasure of informing him what matter he has got, 
upon which a decision at 1%^'may he groimded ; he does not 
tell him that he has got the least proof of the want of title 
in those ladies : not a word of the kind. You cannot help 
observing the soft language used m this tender billet-doux 
between Mr. Middleton and Sir Elijah Impey. You would 
imagine that they were making love, and that you heard the 
voice of the turtle in the land- You hear the soft cooing, the 
gentle addresses. Oh, my hopes to-day, my fears to-morrow, 
all the language of friendship almost heightened into love ; 
and it comes at last to “ I have got at the secret hoards of 
these ladies,^'* Let us rejoice, my dear Sir Elijah ; this is a 
day of rejoicing ; a day of triumph ; and this triumph we 
have obtained by seizing upon the old lady’s eunuchs, in 
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doin^ wIhpIi. Iiowever, %ve found a great deal of difficulty. 
Toil would iuiauune from this last expression, that it was not 
two C'oiiucliH, with a few miserable women clinging about 
them, that they had to seize, but that they had to break 
through ail the" guards which we see lowers sometimes break- 
ing tlirough when they want to get at their ladies. Hardly 
e\er did the beauty of a young lady excite such rapture ; I 
defy all the charms this country can furnish to produce a 
more wonderful effect than was produced by the hoards of 
these two old women in the bosoms of Sir Elijah Impey and 
3Ir. Middleton. "‘We have got,” he exultmgly says, “we 
have got to the secret hoards of this old lady ; ” and I verily 
believe there never was a passion less dissembled; there 
nature spoke ; there was truth triumphant, honest truth. 
Others may feign a passion ; but nobody can doubt the rap- 
tures of Mr. Hastings, Sir Elijah Impey, and Mr. Middleton. 

My lords, one would have expected to have found here 
something of their crimes ; something of their rebellion ; for 
he talks of a few “ necessary seventies.” But no ; you find 
the real criminal, the real object, was the secret boards of the 
old ladies. It is true a few severities were necessary to ob- 
tain that object ; however, they did obtain it. How then did 
they proceed ? — First, they themsehes took and received in 
weight and tale all the money that was in the place ; I say 
all, for whether there was any more they never have dis- 
covered with ail their search from that day to this. There- 
fore we fairly presume that they had discovered all that there 
■was to discover \vith regard to money. They next took from 
these unfortunate people an engagement for the amount of 
treasure, at a definite sum. without knowing whether they 
had it or not ; whether they could procure it or not. The 
Bow Begum has told us, as your lordships have it in evidence, 
that they demanded from her a million of money ; that she 
of course denied ha\Tag any such sums ; hut Mr. Middleton 
forced her unfortunate eunuchs or treasurers, by some few 
s&verities, to give their bond for £600,000. 

You would imagine that when these eunuchs had given up 
all that was in their power, w'hen they had given a £ond for 
what they had not (for they w'ere only the treasurers of 
other peojde), that the bond would not have been rigidly 
exacted. But what do Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton as 
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(•oon as they get their plunder ? Thev went to their own 
assa^'-table by which they measured the rate of exchange 
between the coins in currency at Oude and those at Calcutta, 
and add the difference to the sum for which the bond tv as 
given. Thus they seize the secret hoards ; they examine it 
as if they were receiving a debt ; and they determine what 
this money would and ought to produce at Calcutta : not 
considering it as coming from people who gave all they had 
to give, but as what it would produce at the mint at Calcutta, 
according to a custom made for the profit of the residents ; 
even though Mr. Hastings upon another occasion charged 
fcUpon Mr. jBristow as a crime that he had made that profit. 
This money, my lords, was taken to that assay-table which 
they had invented for their own profit, and they made their 
victims pay a rupee and a half hatta, or exchange of money, 
upon each gold mohnr ; by which and other charges they 
brought them £60,000 more in debt; and forced them to 
give a bond for that £60.000. 

Tour lordships have- seen in what manner these debts were 
contracted , and that they were contracted by persons en- 
gaging not for themselves, for they had nothing ; all their 
property was apparently their mistresses’. You will now 
see in what manner the payment of them was exacted, and 
we shall beg leave to read to you their own accounts of their 
own proceedings. Your lordships will then judge whether 
they were proceeding against rebels as rebels, or against 
wealthy people as wealthy people, punishing them under pre- 
tence of crimes for their own profit. 

In a letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr Hastings, after two 
other paragraphs, he goes on thus : — “ It remained only to 
get possession of her wealth ; and to effect this, it was then 
and is still my firm and unalterahle opinion that it was in- 
dispensably necessary to employ temporizing expedients, and 
to work upon the hopes and fears of the Begum herself, and 
more especially upon those of her principal agents, through 
whose means alone there appeared any probable chance of 
our getting access to the hidden treasures of the late Yizier ; 
and when I acquaint you that hy far the greatest part of the 
treasure which has been delivered to the Nabob was taken 
from the most secret recesses in the houses of the two eu- 
nuchs, whence, of course, it could not have been extracted 
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without the adoption of those means which could induce the 
discovery, I shall hope for your approbation of what I did ; 
I must also observe that no further rigour than that which 1 
exerted could have been used against females in tins country, 
to wdiom there can he no access ; the ^S’abob and Solar Jung 
w’ere the only two that could enter the zenana ; the first 
was a son, who was to address a parent, and of course could 
^I^e no language or action but that of earnest and reiterated 
solicitation ; and the other was in all appearance a traitor to 
our cause. "Where force could be employed it was not 
spared ; the troops of the Begum were driven away and dis- 
persed j their guns taken ; her fort and the outward walls 
of her house seized and occupied by our troops at the Na- 
bob’s requisition, and her chief agents imprisoned and put in 
irons. No further step was left. And in this situation they 
still remain, and are to continue (excepting only a remission 
of the irons) until the final liquidation of the payment j and 
if then you deem it proper, no possible means of offence 
being left in her hands, or those of her agents, all her lands 
and property having been taken, I mean, -with your sanction, 
to restore her house and servants to her, and hope to he fa- 
voured with your early reply, as I expect that a few days 
will complete the final surrender of all that is further expect- 
ed from the Begum.” 

There are some things in this letter which I shall beg your 
lordships to remark ; — there is mention made of a few pre- 
luiimary severities used by Mr. Middleton in order to get at 
their money ; well, he did get at the money, and be got a 
bond for the payment of an additional sum, which they 
thought proper to fix at about £600,000, to which was added 
another usurious bond for £60,000 ; and in order to extort 
these forced bonds, and to make up their aggravated crimes 
of usury, violence, and oppression, they put these eunuchs 
into prison without food and water, and loaded their limbs 
with fett» : — this was their second imprisonment ; and what 
followed tnese few severities, your lordships will remark — 
still more severities. They continued to persecute, to op- 
press, to work upon these men by torture and by the fear of 
torture ; till at last having found that all their proceedings 
were totallj ineffectual, they desire the women to surrender 
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fheir house ; though it is in evidence before von that to re- 
move a woman from her own house to another house vvitli- 
out her consent is an outrage of the greatest atrocity, on 
account of which many women have not only threatened, 
but have actually put themselves to death. iTr. Hastings 
himself, in the case of Hunny Begum, had considered such 
a proposition as the last degree of outrage that could bt‘ 
otfered. These women offered to go from house to house 
while their residence was searched ; hut, no, say their tor- 
mentors, the treasure may he bricked up in so large a house 
in such a manner that we cannot find it. 

But to proceed with, the treatment of these unfortunate 
men. I will read to your lordships a letter of Hr Middleton 
to Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad ; 18th 
March, 17S2. 

“ SiE, — I have received your letter of the 13th instant ; the 
two prisoners, Behar and Jewar All Khan, having violated 
their written solemn engagement with me, for the payment 
of the balance due to the honourable Company, on the Kabob’s 
assignments, accepted by them, and declining giving me any 
satisfactory assurances on that head, I am under the disagree- 
able necessity of recurrmg to severities to enforce the said 
payment. This is therefore to desire that you immediately 
cause them to he put in irons, and kept so until I shall arrive 
at Byzabad, to take further measures, as may he neces- 
sary.” 

Here is the answer of Captain Jaques to Mr. Middleton. 

“ April 23rd, 1782. 

“ SiE, — Allow me the honour of informing you that the 
place the prisoners, Behar Ali Khin and Jewar AH Khan, are 
confined in, is become so very unhealthy, by the number 
obliged to be on duty in so conffned a place at this hot season 
of the year, and so situated that no reduction can, with pro- 
priety, be made from their guard, it being at such a distance 
from the battalion.” 

You see, my lords, wbat a condition these unfortunatte per- 
sons were in at that period ; you see they were put in ironSj 
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in a place liiglily imbealthj ; and from this you will judge of 
the treatment ^iiich followed the /cir seventies. The first 
yielded a bund for £t)0O,{KX) , the second, a bond for £60,000 ; 
the third v , b.s intended to extort the payment of these bonds, 
and completed their series 

I will now read a letter from Captain Jaques to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, from the printed minutes ; dated Palace, Pyzabad, 
May IStli, 17&2, consequently written nearly a month after 
the former. 

*• SiE, — The prisoners, Behar and Jewar Ali Khan, who seem 
to he very sickly, have requested their irons might he taken 
off for a few days, that they might take medicine, and walk 
about the garden of the place where they are confined, to 
assist thei^medicine in its operation. ISTow, as I am sure they 
would ho equally as secure without their irons as with them, 
I think it my duty to inform you of this request, and desire 
to know your pleasure concerning it. 

(Signed) “Beokaed Jaques.'’ 

On the 22nd May, 17S2, Captain Jaques’s humane pro- 
posal is thus replied to by Mr. Middleton . — “ I am sorry it is 
not in my power to comply with your proposal of easing 
the prisoners for a few days of their fetters. Much as my 
humanity may be touched by their sufferings, I should think 
It inexpedient to afford them any alleviation, while they per- 
sist in a breach of their contract with me j and indeed no 
indulgence could be shown them without the authority of 
the Xabob, who, instead of consenting to moderate the ngours 
of their situation, would be most willing to multiply them. 

(Signed) “iNTATHANiEE Miduletok.” 

I -will now call your lordships’ attention to other letters 
connected with this transaction. 

Letter from Major G-ilpin to Mr. Middleton, June 5th, 1782. 

“Sib, — Agreeably to yoim instructions, I went to the 
prisoners, Behar and Jewar Ali Khan, accompanied by Hoolaa 
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Eoi, ■^lio read the papers respecting the balance now clue, 
<S;c. 

“ In general terms they expressed concern at not being 
able to discharge the same without the assistance of the Be- 
gum, and requested indulgence to send a message to her on 
that subject, and m the evening they would give an answer. 

“ I went at the time appointed for the answer, but did not 
receive a satisfactory one ; in consequence of w hieh I desii ed 
them to be ready at the shortest notice to proceed to Luck- 
now ; and explamed to them every particular contained in 
your letter of the 1st instant, respecting them. 

“ Yesterday morning I sent foi Lataffit AH Khan, and de- 
sired him to go to the Bow Begum, and deliver the substance 
of my instructions to her, which he did, and returned with 
the enclosed letter from her. From some circumstances 
which I have heard to-day, I am hopeful the prisoners will 
soon think seriously of their removal, and pay the balance 
rather than submit themselves to an inconvenient journey to 
Lucknow.” 

To Major G-ilpin, commanding at Fyzabad, from Mr. Mid- 
dleton : — “ Sir, I have been favoured with your letter of the 
fifth instant, informing me of the steps you had taken in 
conseqnence of my instructions of the first, and covering a 
letter from the Bow Begum, which is so unsatisfactory that 
I cannot think of returning an answer to it. Indeed, as all 
correspondence between the Begum and me has long been 
stopped, I request you will he pleased to inform her that I 
by no means wish to resume it, or maintain any friendly 
intercourse with her, until she has made good my claim upon 
her for the balance due. 

“ I have now, in conformity to my former instructions, to 
desire that the tw’o prisoners, Behar and Jewar AIi Eh^n, 
may be immediately sent under a sufficient guard to Luck- 
now, unless, upon your imparting to them this intimation, 
either they or the Begum should actually pay the balance, or 
give you such assurances or security for the assets to be im- 
mediately forthcoming, as you think can be relied upon ; in 
which case you will of course suspend the execution of this 
order.” 
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Mr. Kieharcl Jolmson to Major Gilpin; Lucknow, 24tli 
June, 17b2 : — ‘‘ Sir, I Iia\e receded the honour of your letter 
of the 20th, The prisoners arrived here this morning; 
Lieutenant Crow has delivered them over to Captain Waugh, 
and returns to jou in a day or two. 

“ I think their hint to you a \ery good one, and worth im- 
proving upon ; was the Bow Begum to think that she must 
i^o to Allahabad, or any other place, while her palace is 
Searched for the hidden treasure of the late Vizier, it might 
go further than any other step that can be immediately taken 
tm^ards procuring payment of the balance outstanding. 

“ The prisoners are to be threatened with severities to- 
morrow, to make them discover where the balance may be 
procurable, the fear of which may possibly have a good eftect ; 
and the apprehensions of the Begum, lest they aboSd discover 
the bidden treasure, may induce her to make you tenders of 
payment, which you may give any reasonable encouragement 
to promote that may occur to you. 

“ The jaghire cannot be released to her on any other 
terms, nor even to the 2sabob, until the five lacks for which 
it was granted be paid up ; and the prisoners must also be 
detained until the lull fifty lacks be liquidated ; consequently 
nothing but the fear of an mcrease of demand, upon breach 
of the first engagement on her part, will induce her to prompt 
payment.” 

Letter jfrom Mr Eichard Johnson to the commanding 
officer of the guard ; Lucknow, 23rd July, 1782 . — “ Sir, 
some violent demands having been made for the release of the 
prisoners, it is necessary that every possible precaution be 
taken for their security. You will therefore he pleased to he 
very strict in guarding them ; and I herewith send another 
pair of fetters, to he added to those now upon the prisoners.” 

Letter from Eobert Steere Allen to Eichard Johnson, Esq., 
acting resident ; Lucknow, 23rd July, 1782 : — “ Sir, I have 
received your instructions, and ordered the fetters to he added ; 
but they are by much too small for their feet. The utmost 
regard shall be paid to the security of the prisoners. I have 
sent back the fetters that you may have them altered, if you 
think proper.” 
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Letter from Mr. .Tolmson to the officer commanding tlie 
gaard; Lucknow, 2Sth June, 17S2: — ‘Sir, The Aabob 
having determined to indict corporal pum&hment upon the 
prisoners under your guard. thi& is to deal re that liis officers, 
when they shall come, may ha\e free access to the prisoners, 
and he pemitted to do i\ith them a& they shall see proper, 
only taking care that they lea^e them ahva\'s under your 
charge ” 

I will now trouble your lordships with the following pas- 
sages from Mr. Holt’s evidence : — “ Q. Hid you ever see the 
two ministers of the Begum ? — A. I saw them brought into 
Lucknow. — Q. In what situation were they "when you saw 
them brought into Lucknow ? — A. They were brought in 
their palanquins, attended by a guard of sepoys. — Q. Under 
whose command were the sepoys? — A. That they were 
brought in by ? — Q, Yes — A. 1 do not recollect. — Q "Were 
those sepo}s that brought in the prisoners part of the 
Habob’s army, or were they any British troops ? — A. To the 
best of my recollection, they were detached from a regiment 
then stationed at Pyzahad — Q In whose service was that 
regiment? — A. In the Company’s — Q.'VTere they imprisoned 
in any house near that in which you resided ? — A. They 
were imprisoned immediately under the mndow of the house 
in w’hich I resided, close to it. — Q. Hid you, or did you not, 
ever see any preparations made for any corporal punishment ? 
— A. I saw something of a scaffolding. — Q. Bor what pur- 
pose ? — A. I heard it was for the purpose of tying them up. 
— Q "Whose prisoners did you consider these men to be? — 
A. I considered them as prisoners of the resident ; they were 
close to his house, and under an European officer.” 

Your lordships have now seen the whole process, except 
one dreadful part of it, which was the threatening to send 
the Begum to the castle at Chunar. After all these cruelties, 
after all these menaces of further cruelties, after erecting a 
scaffold for actually exercising the last degree of criminal 
punishment, namely, by whipping these miserable persons in 
public ; after everything has been done hut execution, our 
inability to prove by evidence this part of their proceedings 
has secured to your lordships a circumstance of decorum ob- 
served on the stage, where murders, executions, whippings, 
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and cruelties are performed "beliind the scenes. 1 know aa 
certainly as a man can know such a thing, from a document 
which 1 cannot produce in e\'idence here ; hut I have it in 
the handwriting of the resident, Mr. Bristow, that Behar Ali 
Khan was actually scourged in the manner that we speak of. 
1 had It in writing in the man’s hand ; I put the question to 
him, hut he refused to answer it, because he thought it might 
criminate himself, and criminate us all ; hut if your lordships 
saw the scafibld erected for the purpose, and of this we have 
evidence, would you not necessarily believe that the scourg- 
ing did follow ? All this was done in the name of the 
Kahoh ; hut if the Nabob is the person claiming his father’s 
ejdects, if the Nabob is the person vindicating a rebellion 
against himself upon his nearest relations, why did he not 
in person take a single step in this matter ? "Why do we see 
nothing but his abused name in it ? "We see no order under 
his own hand. We see all the orders given by the cool Mr. 
Middleton, by the outrageous Mr. Johnson, by all that gang 
of persons that the prisoner used to disgrace the British name. 
M DO are the officers that stormed their fort ? who put on the 
irons ? w'ho sent them ? who supplied them ? They are 
all, all English officers. There is not an appearance even of 
a minister of the Nabob’s, in the whole transaction. The 
actors are all Englishmen ; and w'e, as Englishmen, call for 
punishment upon those who have thus degraded and dis- 
honoured the English name 

We do not use torture or cruelties, even for the greatest 
crimes, but have banished them from our courts of justice ; 
we never suffer them in any case. Yet those men, in order 
to force others to break their most sacred trust, inffiet tortures 
upon them. They drag their poor victims from dungeon to 
dungeon, from one place of punishment to another ; and whol- 
ly on account of an extorted bond ; for they owed no money, 
they could not owe any , hut to get this miserable balance of 
£60,000 founded upon their tables of exchange : after they 
had plundered these ladies of £500,000 in money and 
£70,000 a year in land, they could not he satisfied without 
putting usury and extortion upon tyranny and oppression. 
To enforce this imjust demand, the miserable victims were 
imprisoned, ironed, scourged, and at last threatened to be sent 
prisoners to Chunar- This menace succeeded. The persona 
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wbo'bad resisted irons, -who had been, as the Begums say, 
refused food and water, &to\\ed in an unwholesome, stinking, 
pestilential prison, these persons withstood everything till 
the fort of Chnnar was mentioned to them ; and then their 
fortitude gave way ; and \\hy ? The fort of Chunar was not 
ill the dominions of the Xaboh, whose rights they pretended 
to be vindicating ; to name a British fort, in their circnm- 
stances, was to name everything that is most horrible in 
tyranny ; so at least it appeared to them They gave way ; 
and thus were committed acts of oppression and cruelty un- 
known, I will venture to say, in the history of India, The 
wmmen indeed could not be brought forward and scourged, 
but their ministers were tortured, till, for their redemption, 
these princesses gave up all their clothes, all the ornaments of 
their persons, all their jewels, all the memorials of their hus- 
bands and fathers, all were dehvered up, and valued by 
merchants at £50,000; and they also gave up £5000 in 
money, or thereabouts ; so that in reality only about £5000, 
a mere nothing, a sum not worth mentioning, even in the 
calculations of extortion and usury, remained unpaid. 

But, my lords, what became of ail this money ? "When 
you examine these witnesses here, they tell you it was paid 
to Hyder Beg Ehan. Now, they had themselves received 
the money m tale at their own assay-table ; and when an 
account is demanded of the produce of the goods, they 
shrink from it, and say it was Hyder Beg Khan who received 
the things, and sold them. "Where is Hyder Beg Khan’s 
receipt ? The Begums say (and the thing speaks for itself), 
that even gold and jewels coming from them lost their value ; 
that part of the goods were spoilt, being kept long unsold in 
damp and bad warehouses ; and that the rest of the goods 
were sold, as thieves sell their spoil, for little or nothing. In 
all this business, Mr. Hastings and Mr. Middleton, were them- 
selves the actors, chief actors ; but now, when they are called 
to account, they substitute Hyder Beg Khan in their place, 
a man that is dead and gone ; and you hear nothing more of 
this part of the business. 

But the sufferings of these eunuchs did not end here; 
they were, on account of this odd £5000, confined for twelve 
months, not prisoners at large, like this prisoner who thrusts 
his sore leg into your lordships’ faces every day, but in harsh 
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and cruel confinement. These are the persons that I fi'el 
for. It is their dungeon, it is their unrevenged wrongs that 
move me. It is for these innocent, miseraWe, unhappy men, 
who were guilty of no offence but fidelity to their mistresses, 
in order to vex and torture whom (the first women in Asia) 
111 the persons of their ministers, these cruelties were exer- 
cised ; these are they for whom I feel, and not for the miser- 
able sore leg or whining cant of this prisoner. He has been 
the author of all these wrongs -, and if you transfer to him 
any of the sympathy you owe to these sufferers, you do 
wrong — you violate compassion. Think of their irons. Has 
not this criminal, who put on these irons, been without one 
iron ? Has he been threatened with torture ? Has he been 
locked up writhout food and w'ater ? Have his sufferings been 
aggravated as the sufferings of these poor men were aggra- 
vated ? What punishment has been inflicted, and what can 
be inflicted, upon him in any manner commensurate with the 
atrocity of his crimes ? 

At last, my lords, these unhappy men were released. IMr. 
Bristow, who had been sent to Lucknow, wTites to Mr. Hast- 
ings, and informs him that seventies could do no more ; that 
imprisonments and menaces could get no more money. I 
believe not ; for I doubt much w hether any more was to be 
got. But whether there was or not, all the arts of extor- 
tion, fortified by all the arts of tyranny, of every name and 
species, had failed, and therefore Mr Bristow released the 
pnsoners , but without any warrant for so doing from Mr. 
Hastings, who, after having received this letter from Mr. 
Bristow', gets the supreme council to order these very seven- 
ties to be continued, till the last farthing was paid. In order 
to induce the council to sanction this measure, he suppressed 
Mr. Bristow’s declaration— that seventies could do nothing 
more in exacting further payments ; and the resident, I find, 
was afterwards obliquely punished for his humanity by Mr. 
Hastings. 

Mr. Bristow’s letter is dated the 12 th of December, and ho 
thus writes : — 

"* The battalion at Byzabad [where the Begums and their 
ministers had been confined] is recalled, and my letter to tho 
board of the first instant has explained my conduct to tho 
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Begun. Tlie letter I addressed her, a translation of which I 
beg leave to enclose (No. 2), was with atiew of convincing 
her that you readdy assented to her being freed from the re- 
straints which had been imposed upon her ; and that your 
acquiescence in her sufferings was a measure of nes^^essit}’, to 
which you were forced by her extraordinary conduct. I 
wished to make it appear, this was a matter on which you di- 
rected me to consult the Yizier’s pleasure, that it might be 
known you were the spring from whence she was restored to 
her dignity and consequence.” 

On the 3rd of ^March following, the council agree to send 
the following order to Mr. Bristow : — desire you will 
inform us if any and what means have been taken for recov- 
ering the balance due from the Begum at Fyzabad, and, if 
necessary, that you recommend it to the Vizier to enforce the 
most effectual means for that purpose.” 

My lords, you see the fraud he has put upon the council. 
You will find that Mr Bristow’s letters up to the 3rd of 
March had been suppressed, and though then communi- 
cated, yet he instigated his cat’s-paw, that blind and ignorant 
council, to demand from the Vizier the renewal of these very 
severities and cruelties, the continuance of which the letters 
in his pocket had shown him were of no effect. Here you 
have an instance of his implacable cruelty ; you see that it 
never relaxes, never remits ; and that, unding all the re- 
sources of tyranny useless and ineffective, he is still willing 
to use them ; and for that purpose he makes a fraudulent con- 
cealment of the utter inefficacy of all the means that had 
been used. 

But, you will ask, what could make him persevere in these 
acts of cruelty, after his avarice had been more than satiated ? 

’ You will find it is this He had had some quarrel with these 
women. He believed that they had done him some personal 
injury or other, of which he nowhere informs you. But, as 
you find that in the case of Cheit Sing, he considered his vi- 
sit to G-eneral Clavermg as a horrid outrage against him- 
self, which he never forgave, and revenged to the rum of that 
miserable person ; so you find that he has avowed the same 
malicious disposition toward the Begums, arising from some 
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Bimilar cause. In pa^e 3G7 of your printed minutes* he says, 
“ I am sorry that I must in truth add, that a part of the re- 
butment of the Begums was, as I had too much reason to 
suspect, directed to myself personally. The incidents which 
gave rise to it are too light to be mixed with the professed 
subject and ocea^lon of this detail ; and as they want the au- 
thenticity of recorded eiidence, I could lay no claim to 
credit in my relation of them. At some period I may be 
induced to offer them to the world, my ultimate and un- 
ernng judges, both of that and of every other trait in my 
political character.” 

My lords, you have an anecdote here handed to you, wdiieh 
is the key of a great part of this transaction. He had de- 
termined upon some deep and desperate revenge for some 
injury or affront of some kind or other that he thought he 
had received from these people. He accuses them of a per- 
sonal quarrel with himself ; and yet he has not the honour or 
honesty to tell you what it was, — what it was that could in- 
duce them to entertain such a personal resentment against 
him, as to ruin themselves and their country by their sup- 
posed rebellion. He says, that some time or other lie will tell 
2 t to the u orld. IVhy did he not tell his counsel, and au- 
thorize them to tell a story which could not be unimportant, 
as it was connected with a rebellion which shook the British 
power in India to its foundation ? And if it be true that this 
rebellion had its rise in some wicked act of this man, who 
had offended these women, and made them, as he says, his 
mortal enemies, you ■will then see that you never can go so 
deep with this prisoner, that you do not find in every crimi- 
nal act of his some other criminal act. In the lowest deep 
there is stiii a lower deep. In every act of his cruelty there 
is some hidden, dark motive, worse than the act itself, of 
which he just gives you a hint, without exposing it to that 
open light which truth courts, and falsehood basely slinks* 
from. 

But cruelly as they have suffered, dreadfully as they have 
^en robbed, insulted as they have been, in every mode of 
insult that could be offered to women of their rank ; all this 
must have been highly aggravated by Doming from such a 
man as Mr. Middleton. Yon have heard the audacious and 
insulting language he has held to them ; his declining to cor- 
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respond witli them, and the mode of his doing it. There are, 
my lords, things that embitter the bitterness of oppression it- 
self ; — contumelious acts and language coming from persons 
who the other day would have licked the dust under the feet 
of the lowest servants of these ladies, must have embittered 
their wrongs, and poisoned the very cup of malice itself. 

Oh I but they deserved it. — They were concerned in a 
wicked, outrageous rebellion : first, for expelling their own 
son from his dominions ; and secondly, for expemng and ex- 
tirpating the English nation out of India. Good God Al- 
mighty 1 my lords, do you hear this ? Do you understand 
that the English nation had made themselves so odious, so 
particularly hateful, even to women the most secluded from 
the world, that there was no crime, no mischief, no family 
destruction, through which they would not wade, for our 
extermination ! Is this a pleasant thing to hear of ? Rebel- 
lion is, in all parts of the world, undoubtedly considered as a 
great misfortune — in some countries it must be considered as 
a presumption of some fault in government. Kou:liere is it 
boasted of as supplying the means of justifying acts of cruelty 
and insulin hut tctik us. 

We have, indeed, seen that a rebellion did exist in Ear- 
rateli and Gorruckpore It was an universal insurrection 
of the people ; an insurrection for the very extermination of 
Englishmen ; for the extermmation of Colonel Hannay, for 
the extermination of Captain Gordon, for the extermmation 
of Captain Williams, and of aU the other captains and colo- 
nels exercising the office of farmer-general and sub-farmer- 
general, in tbe manner that we have described. We know 
that there did exist in that country such a rebellion. But 
mark, my lords, against whom ; — against these mild and 
gracious sovereigns, Colonel Hannay, Captain Gordon, Cap- 
tain Williams. — Oh unnatural and abominable rebellion I 
But wdll any one pretend to say that the Nabob himself was 
ever attacked by any of these rebels ? No ; the attacks were 
levelled against the English. The people rose in favour of 
their lawiful sovereign, against a rebellion headed by Mr. 
Middleton, who, you see, usurped his authority ; — ^headed by 
Colonel Hannay ; — headed by Captain Gordon ; — headed by 
all those abominable persons exercising, under the Nabob’s 
name, an authority destructive to himself and his subjects. 
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Against them tliere was a rebellior ; but was this an un- 
natural rebt'lliun r—A rebellion against usurped authority, 
to save the prince, his children, and state from a set of Tile 
u&urpers. 

^ly lords, I shall soon close our proceeding for this day ; 
because I ish to leave this part of our charge strongly and 
di.stinctly impressed upon your lordships^ memory, and be- 
cause nothing can aggravate it. I shall next proceed, in the 
further examination of the prisoner’s defence, to dissipate, 
as I trust we have done, and as I hope we shall do, all the 
miserable stuff they have given by w’ay of defence. I shall 
often have occasion to repeat and press upon your lordships, 
that that miserable defence is a heavy aggravation of his 
crime. At present I shall conclude ; leaving this part of our 
charge with the impression upon your lordships’ minds, that 
this pretended rebellion wns merely an insurrection against 
the English, excited by their oppression. If the rebellion was 
against the Xaboh, or if he was the author of the oppression 
which caused it. why do the English only appear to be con- 
cerned in both of them ? How comes it that the Haboh 
never appears to have expressed any resentment against the 
rebels ? IV'e shall prove, beyond a doubt, that the Begums 
had nothing to do with it. There "was, indeed, as I b^i-ve 
already said, what may be called a rebellion , but it was a 
rebellion against — not the Nabob, but in favour of the lawful 
prince of the country , — against the usurpers of his authority 
and the destroyers of his country. With this, as a rebellion, 
Hr. Hastings has charged these women ; he has charged them 
with a war against their son, for the purpose of exterminating 
the Engbsh. Look, I pray you, at the whole business ; con- 
sider all the circumstances of it, and ask yourselves whether 
this IS not a charge not only so grossly improbable, but so 
perfectly impossible, that there is not any evidence which 
can make it even plausible. 

Consider next, my lords, on the other side, the evidence of 
their innocence, and then ask yourselves whether any ad- 
ditional matter could make its probability in the least degree 
more probable. My lords, the evidence we have produced 
IS neither more nor less than that of almost all the persons 
who have ^d a share in excitmg that rebellion, and who, to 
justify their own horrible cruelty, have attempted to charge 
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the natural consequences of that cruelty upon these unhappy 
women - 

But where, all this time, is the Kahoh, against whom this 
rebellion is pretended to be directed ? Was it exer even in- 
sinuated to him that his mother had raised a rebellion against 
him ? — ^When were the proofs shown to him ? — Bid he ever 
charge her with it f He surely must have been most 
anxious to prevent and suppress a rebellion 'igainst bimself ; 
but not one word on that subject has evei come out of his 
mouth, nor has any one person been produced to show'- that 
he was informed of the existence of such a rebellion. The 
persons said to he rebels are his mother and grandmother ; 
and I again ask, w'as there the least intimation given to him 
by hlr. Middleton, or by any other person, of tbeir being 
even suspected of rebellion agamst him? There was, in- 
deed, a hint of some rebellion, which the creatures of !Mr. 
Hastings got at obliquely ; but neither the person agamst 
whom the rebellion is supposed to exist, nor the persons who 
were said to be guilty of it, were ever either informed of or 
charged with it. I defy the prisoner and his whole gang 
to produce one word ever uttered by any one of them, from 
which the Habob or Begums could learn that they were sup- 
posed to he concerned in the rebellion ; so that none of those 
who were said to be the principal actors in the scene ever 
heard of the parts they were acting, from the actual authors 
and managers of the business. Hot one word was uttered 
of a charge made, much less of proof given. Hothmg was 
heard but — G-ive me the money — ^irons — new irons — new 
imprisonment ; and at Isist the castle of Chunar. And here 
I beg leave to pause, and to leave upon your minds the im- 
pression, first, of tbe wrong that was done, tbe violence, 
and the robbery ; and seconM,y, of the pretences, both civil 
and criminal, by which they have attempted to justify their 
proceedmgs. 

/ [Adjourned. 


VIII. 


p 
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TRIAL. 

WEDNESDAY, 11th JUNE, 1794. 


SIXTH DAY or KEPLY. 

(Me. Bueee.) 

Mt Loeds, — ^Tour lordsMps will recollect tliat we closed 
the last day of your proceeding m tliis trial at a most interest- 
part of our charge, or rather of our observations upon that 
chaj^. "We closed at that awful moment when we found 
the first women of Oude pillaged of all their landed and of 
all their momed property, in short of all they possessed. 
We closed by reciting to you the fiilse pretence on which 
this pillage was defended, namely, that it was the work of 
the JNabob. ^ow' we had before proved to you, from evi- 
dence adduced by the prisoner himself, that this JNabob was 
a mere tool in his hands ; and therefore if this pretence be 
true, it aggravates his gmlt ; for surely the forcing a son to 
violate the property of his mother must everywhere be con- 
sidered a crime most portentous and enormous. At this point 
we closed ; and, after the detail which has been given you 
already of these horrible and iniquitous proceedings, some 
apology may perhaps be necessary for entering again into 
the refutation of this iniquitous pretence. 

My honourable fellow-manager, who p;receded me in this 
business, did, in his remarks upon the inference drawn by 
the prisoner’s counsel from the seizure of the Begum’s trea- 
sures by the INabob, as evidence of their guilt, as he ought to 
do, — ^he treated it with proper contempt. I consider it in- 
deed to he as little an evidence of their guilt as he does, and 
as little a defence of that seizure as he does. But I consider 
it in another and in a new light, namely, as a heavy aggra- 
vation of the prisoner’s crimes, and as a matter that will let 
you into the whole spirit of his government ; and I warn 
your lordships against being imposed on by evasions, of which 
if it were possible for you to be the dupes, you woAd be un- 
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fit to be judges of tbe smallest matters ia tbe world, civil or 
criminal. 

The first ohservation which I shall heg leave to mate to 
your lordships is this, that the whole of the proceedings from 
beginning to end has been a mystery of iniquity, and that in 
no part of them have the orders of the Company been regard- 
ed ; but on the contrary, the whole has been carried on m a 
secret and clandestine manner. 

It is necessary that your lordships should be acquainted 
with the manner in which the correspondence of the Com- 
pany’s servants ought to be carried on and their proceedings 
regulated; your lordships, therefore, will please to bear read 
the orders given concerning correspondence of every hind 
with the country powers. Xou will remember the penod 
when these orders were issued, namely, the period at which 
the act passed for the better direction of the servants of the 
Company. By this act Mr. Hastings was appointed to be 
Govemor-G-eneral, and the court of directors was required, 
by that act, to prepare orders and instructions, which Mr. 
Hastings was required, by the same act, to comply with, Tou 
will see what these mstructions and orders were, and m what 
manner he has complied with them. 

Extract of general instructions to the Governor- General 
and council, 29th of March, 1774 : — “ "We direct that you 
assemble in council twice every week, and that all the mem- 
bers be duly summoned ; that the correspondence with the 
princes or country powers in India be carried on by the 
Governor-General only, but that aU letters sent by him be 
first approved m council, and that he lay before the cotmcil, 
at their next meeting, all letters received by him in the 
course of such correspondence, for their information. We 
likewise direct, that a copy of such parts of the country cor- 
respondence he communicated to our hoard of trade (to be 
constituted as hereinafter mentioned), as may any ways re- 
late to the business of their department.” 

Xou will observe, my lords, two important circumstances 
in these instructions. First, that after the hoard had regular- 
ly met, the Persian correspondence, kept by the Governor 
only, was to be communicated to the council ; and secondly, 
that he should write no answer to any part ®f the business 
until he had previously consulted the council upon it. Here 
r 2 
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is the law of tlie land ; an order given in pursuance of an 
act of parliament. Tour lordships will consider how Mr. 
Hastings comported himself with regard to those orders : for 
we charge it as a substantive crime, independent of the 
iTiminal presumptions arising from it, that he violated an 
act of parliament, which imposed direct instructions upon 
him, as to the manner in which he was to conduct all matters 
of business with the native powers. 

My lords, we contend strongly, that all the positive rules 
and injunctions of the law, though they are merely positive, 
and do not contain anything hut mere matters of regulation, 
shall be strictly observed. The reason is this, and a serious 
reason it is: — official tyranny and oppression, corruption, 
peculation, and bribery are crimes so secret in their nature, 
that we can hardly ever get to the proof of them, without 
the assistance of rules, orders, and regulations of a positive 
nature, intended to prevent the perpetration of these crimes, 
and to detect the offender in case the crimes should he ac- 
tually perpetrated. You ought therefore to presume, that, 
whenever such rules or laws are broken, these crimes are in- 
tended to be committed , for you have no means of security 
against the commission of secret crimes, but by enforcing 
positive laws, the breach of which must be always plain, open, 
and direct. Such, for instance, is the spirit of the laws, that 
although you cannot directly prove bribery or smuggling in 
a hundred cases where they have been committed, you can 
prove whether the proper documents, proper cocfcets, proper 
entries in regular offices have been observed and performed 
or not. By these means you lock the door agamst bribery ; 
you lock the door against corruption, agai-n«!f smuggling and 
contraband trade ; hut how ? by falling upon and attacking 
the offence ? ISTo; by falling upon and attacking the breach 
of the regulation. You prove that the man broke the regu- 
lation ; and, as he could have no other motive or interest in 
hreaking^ it, you presume that he broke it fraudulently, and 
you punish the man not for the crime the regulation was 
meant to [prevent, hut you pimish him for the breach of the' 
regulation itself. 

^ext to the breach of these positive instructions, your 
lordships will attend to the consegnent concealment and 
mystery by which it "was accompanied. ^11 govermnent 
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must, to preserve its autliority, be sincere in its declarations, 
and authentic in its acts. AVhenever in any matter of policy 
there is a mysterj', you must presume a fraud ; lienever in 
any matter of money there is concealment, you must presume 
misconduct ; you must therefore affix your punishment to the 
breach of the rule : otherwise the conviction of public de- 
linquents would be unattainable. 

I have therefore put before you that rule which he has 
violated ; and we, the Commons, call upon your lordships to 
enforce that rule, and to avenge the breach of it. You have 
seen the consequences of breaking the rule ; and we have 
charged and do charge it as a heavy aggravation of those 
consequences, that, instead of consulting the council, instead 
of laying the w hole correspondence before them, instead of 
consulting them upon his answers, he went himself up into 
the country, took ms Majesty’s chief justice along with him, 
and made that person the instrument of those wrongs, \*io- 
lenees, robberies, and concealments, which we call upon your 
lordships to punish. 

My lords, an extraordinary circumstance occurred in the 
course of our proceedings, in another place, which I must 
state to show you m what a horrible manner your laws have 
been trampled upon and despised. JSTone of the proceedmgs 
which liave been last stated to your lordships, respecting the 
seizure of the treasures of the Begums, appear upon any pub- 
lic record whatever. From the manner m which they came 
to our knowledge, your lordships will perceive what must 
have been the prisoner’s own opinion of the horrible nature 
of proceedings, which he thought so necessary to be con- 
cealed 

"Whilst we were inquiring into the violences committed 
against the Begums, in breach of the treaty entered into with 
them, there came into my hands an anonymous letter, con- 
taining a full account of all the matter which has lately been 
stated to yon. It came anonymously ; and I did not know 
from what quarter it came. I do not even know with cer- 
tainty at this hour. I say, not with certainty, for I can only 
form a conjecture. This anonymous commumcation enabled 
us to produce aU the correspondence with jMt ISIiddleton 
respecting the cruelties exercised towards the Begums and 
their eunuchs, in order to extort money. "We found the 
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names of ^lajor Gilpin and several other persons in these 
letters. We also found in them a strong fox smell of a Sir 
Elijah Impev, that his brush and crime had left behind him j 
vse traced him by that scent; and as we proceeded we dis- 
cos ered the footsteps of as many of the wolves as Mr. Hast- 
ings thought proper to leave there. We sent for and ex- 
amined 3Ir. iliddleton, and Major Gilpin produced his 
correspondence. When we applied to Mr. Middleton, we 
found that all this part of his correspondence had been torn 
out of his book. But ha\Tng come at it by means of our 
anonj mous communication, we subsequently proved and es- 
tablished it, in the manner we have done, before your lord- 
ships. Here then you have important matter which this 
anonymous letter has brought to light; and otherwise the 
whole of this correspondence so essential to the interests and 
justice of Great Britam would have been concealed by this 
wicked man. Thus, I say, his violation of a positive law 
would have remained undiscovered, if mere accident had not 
enabled us to trace this iniquity of its source. Therefore I 
begin our proceedings this day, by stating to your lordships 
this fact, and by callmg upon your justice to punish him for 
this violation of the laws of his country. 

We have told you who the mstruments \\ere by which 
all this wickedness was committed, Mr Middleton and Mr. 
J ohnson, persons who were sent as ambassadors to represent 
the mterests of the Company at the court of an independent 
prince. Over this prince they usuiped an absolute power, 
they even made use of British officers in his own service, and 
receiving his pay, to enslave his person, and to force him to 
rob his kindred. These agents were aid^d by an English 
chief justice, sent under the authonty of an act of p^'lia- 
ment to represent the sovereign majesty of English justice, 
and to he a restraint upon the misconduct of the Company’s 
servants. These are the mstruments with which this man 
works. We have shown you his system} we have shown 
you his instruments ; we will now proceed with the exami- 
nation of the pretences upon which this horrid and nefarious 
act is attempted to he justified. We have not entered into 
this exmmation for the sake of refuting things that want no 
refutation, but for the purpose of showing you the spirit of 
the whole proceeding, and making it appear to your lord- 



WAUEEK HASTISTGS, ESQ. 


215 


skips, as I trust it will appear, that the wicked act done there 
is not ha*5 so had as the mcked defence made here. 

The first part of Sir Elijah Impey’s commission, as your 
lordships will remember, was to seize upon the Begums’ trea- 
sures. He had likewise another budget of instructions, which 
has been discovered in the trunks of which your lordships 
have heard, — secret instructions to be given by him to Blr, 
Middleton, for the furtherance of this business. And that 
his of&ce of chief justice should not he dormant, he was com- 
missioned to seek for affidavits, or written testimony from 
any persons, for the purpose of convicting these women of a 
design of atrociously revolting against their son, and depos- 
ing him from the government, with a view of getting rid of 
the English inhabitants. This was the accusation; — and 
the evidence to support it Sir Elijah Impey was sent to col- 
lect. 


My lords, I must here observe to your lordships, that there 
is no act of violence which, merely as an act of violence, 
may not in some sort he home ; because an act of violence 
infers no principle ; it mfers nothing but a momentary im- 
pulse of a bad, mind, proceeding, without law or justice, to 
the execution of its object. Eor at the same time that it 
pays no regard to law, it does not debauch it ; it does not 
wrest it to its purposes. The law disregarded still exists ; 
and h ope still exists in the sutterer thak when law sha ll be 

s will be redressed ; 

but w henever , andr ente rFlnto a 

>t coaliHQn with violence, robh e rr. andT •wrong7'^e 5 
hope is gone; a n d then it is not o nTy priv ate pe rsons Jhat 
suffer, b ut the lawjitself when so cQrruptedJ a.ofreBrpegv£^ 
intolE^worst iTisIrument of fraud andT^olen ce. It then be- 
comes most odious to mankind, and an infinite aggravation of 


every injury they suffer. 

We have therefore in our charge strongly reprobated Sir 
Elijah Impey’s going to take such affidavits. — Oh, but they 
say, a judge may take an affidavit in his chamber privately, 
and he may take an affidavit, though not exactly in the place 
of hia jurisdiction, to authenticate a bond, or the like. We 
are not to be cheated by w^ords. It is not dirty shreds of 


worn out parchments, the sweepings of Westminster Hall, 
that shall serve us in place of that iustice upon which tho 
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world stands. Affidavits ! We know tkat, in the language 
of our courts, affidavits do not signify a body of evidence to 
sustain a erimmai charge, but are generally relative to matter 
in proeet,s collateral to the charge, which, not coming before 
the jury, are made known to the judge by way of affidavit. 

But was it ever heard, or will it be borne, that a person 
exercising a judicial office under his Mdesty should walk be- 
yond the sphere of his jurisdiction ? That he should desert 
the station in which he was placed for the protection of the 
natives, and should march to such a place as Lucknow, in 
order to take depositions for criminating persons in that coun- 
try, without so much as lettmg these poor victims know one 
article in the depositions so t^en ? These depositions, my 
lords, were made to criminate ; they were meant to justify a 
forfeiture ; and are not in the nature of those voluntary affi- 
davits which, whether made withm. jurisdiction or without, 
whether made publicly or privately, signify comparatively 
notliing to the cause. I do not mean to say that any process 
„ ofany court has not its weight, when the matter is within it 
iSlEEe ordinary course of proceedings ; it is the extraordinary 
course, the extrajudicial conduct, which divests it of that just 
weight it otherwise would have. 

This chief justice goes to Lucknow, where he holds his 
court, such as it was. He is ready to authenticate any 
process by the signature of the English chief justice, in a 
court which he holds by night, in a court which he holds in 
darknps and secrecy. He hold his court m Eyzabad ; he 
holds it unknown to the IS'abob of Oude, in his own capital, 
and without giving him the least knowledge of or any notice 
of what he was proceeding to do. He holds it at the lodg- 
ings of Colonel Horgan, a pensioner of the Haboh, and the 
person assisting him is Hr, Middleton, who is likewise, as we 
have proved to you, one of the Habob’s pensioners, a monopo- 
lizer of trade in the country, and a person who received much 
the major part of his emoluments from the Haboh*s hands. 

^ In that clandestine manner, in the Nabob’s own house, in 
his own capital city, in the lodging of his dependant and 
pnsioner. Colonel Morgan, with no other witness that we 
know of than Mr. Middleton, was this iniquitous, dark pro- 
cedure held, to criminate the mother of the Nabob. We 
here see a scene of dark, mysterious contrivance ; let us now 
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gee wHat is ‘brouglit out in the face of open day. The attest- 
ations themselves, -which you have seen on the record before 
you. They were brought out; where? there? ^"0; they 
uere brought out in another place; they were brought out 
at Calcutta; hut were never communicated to the Xabob. 
He never knew anjishing of the matter. Let us now see 
what those attestations were: your lordships will hear in 
mind that I do not advert to this thing which they bring as 
evidence in the way of imputation of its being weak, impro- 
per, and insufficient evidence, but as an incontrovertible 
proof of crimes, and of a systematic design to ruin the ac- 
cused party, by force there and by chicane here ; these are 
the principles upon which I am going to talk to you upon this 
abominable subject, of which, I am sorry to say, I have no 
words sufficient to express my horror. Iso words can express 
it, nor can anything but the severity of your lordships’ 
judgments find an adequate expression of it. It is not to be 
expressed in words, but in punishment. 

Having stated before whom the evidence collected in this 
body of affidavits was taken, I shall now state who the per- 
sons were that gave it ; they were those very persons who 
were guilty of robbing and luinmg the whole country ; yes, 
my lords, the very persons who had been accused of this m 
the mass by IMr. Hastings himself. They were nothing less 
than the whole body of those English officers, who were 
usurping the office of farmers-generai, and other lucrative 
offices in the IS'aboh’s government, and whose pillage and 
peculations had raised a revolt of the whole kingdom against 
themselves. These persons are here brought in a mass to 
clear themselves of this charge, by crimmating other persons, 
and clandestinely imputing to them the effect of their own 
iniquity. 

But supposing these witnesses to he good for anything, 
supposing it fit that the least attention should he paid them ; 
the matter of their testimony may very possibly be true, 
without criminating the Begum; it criminates Saadit Ali 
Hh^n, the brother of the Nabob ; the word begum is never 
mentioned in the cnmination but in conjunction with his, 
and much the greater part of it criminates the Nabob himself. 
Now, my lords, I will say, that the matter of these affidavits, 
forgettmg who the deponents were, may possibly be true, ai 
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far as respects Saadit Ali Klian ; but that it is utterly as im- 
probable, wbieb is the main point and the stress of the thing, 
with respect to the Begums, as it is impossible with respect 
to the iS abob. That Saadit Ah, being a military man, a man 
ambitious and aspiring to greatness, should take advantage 
of the abuses of the English government and of the discon- 
tent of the country, that he should, I say, raise a revolt against 
his brother, is very possible ; but it is scarcely within possi- 
bility, that the mother of the Nabob should have joined with 
the illegitimate son against her legitimate son. I can only 
say that, in hnman affairs, there is the possibility of truth in 
this. It is possible she might wish to depose her legitimate 
son, her only legitimate son, and to depose him for the sake 
of a bastard son of her husband’s, to exalt him at the expense 
of the former, and to exalt of course the mother of that 
bastard at her own expense and to her own wrong But I 
say, that this, though possible, is grossly improbable. The 
reason why the Begum is imphcated m this charge with 
Saadit Ali by the affidavits cannot escape your notice. 
Their own a^uittal might be the only object of the depo- 
nents in their crimination of the latter ; but the treasures 
of the former were the objects of their employers, and these 
treasures could not he come at but by the destruction of the 
Begums. 

But, my lords, there are other affidavits, or whatever your 
lordships may call them, that go much further. In order to 
give a colour to the accusation, and make it less improbable, 
they say that the Nabob himself was at the bottom of it; 
and that he joined with his brother and his mother to extir- 
pate out of his dominions that horrible grievance, the English 
brigade officers: — those English officers who were the farmera- 
general, and who, as we have proved by Mr. Hastings’s own 
evidence, had ruined the country. Nothing is more natural 
than that a man, sensible of his duty to himself and his sub- 
jects, should form a scheme to get rid of a hand of robbers 
that were destroying his country, and degrading and ruining 
Ms family. Thus you see a family compact naturally ac- 
counted for. The Nabob at the head of it ; his mother join- 
ing her own son, and a natural brother joining in the general 
interests of the family. Qlhis is a possible case. But is this 
the case pressed by them ? No ; they pass slightly over the 
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legitimate son. The}- scarcely toncn upon Saadit Ali Klian ; 
they sink the only two persons that could give prohahiiitj or 
possibility to this business, and endeavour to throw the whole 
design upon these two unfortunate women. 

A'our lordships see the wickedness and baseness of the 
contrivance. They first, in order to keep the whole family 
in terror, accuse the whole family ; then having possessed 
themselves of the treasures of the Begums upon another pre- 
tence, they endeavour to fix upon them that improbable guilt 
which they had with some degree of probability charged 
upon the whole family, as a fiirther justification of that 
spoliation. Tour lordships will see what an insult is offered 
to the peers of Great Britain, in producing before you, by 
way of defence, such gross, scandalous, and fraudulent pro- 
ceedings. 

TTho the first set of -vNitnesses were which they produced 
before tbeir knight errant, Chief Justice Sir Elijah Impey, who 
wandered in search of a law adventure, I have laid open* to 
your lordships. You have now had an account of the scan- 
dalous manufacture of that batch of affidavits which was in 
the budget of Sir Elijah Impey — that Pandora’s box which 
I have opened, and out of w'hich has issued every kind of 
evil. This chief j ustice went up there with the death war- 
rant of the Begums’ treasures, and, for aught he knew, the 
death warrant of their persons. At the same time that he 
took these affidavits, he became himself a witness in this 
business : be appears as a witness. How ? Did he know 
any one circumstance of the rebellion ? Ko ; he does not 
even pretend to do so. But, says he, in my travels I was 
obliged to avoid Eyzabad, upon account of the suspected re- 
bellion there. Another chief justice would have gone fifty 
miles about to avoid Lucknow, for everybody knows that Luck- 
now was the focus and centre of extortion, corruption, and 
peculation ; and that a worse air for the lungs of a chief jus- 
tice could not* be found in the world. If his lungs wanted 
the benefit of pure air, he would even have put himself in 
the focus of a rebellion, to have kept at a distance from the 
smell of carrion and putrid corruption of every kind that was 
at Lucknow. 

A chief justice may go to a place where a rebelEon is 
raging, he may die a martyr to his honour. But a chief jus- 
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tice •wlio puts liimself into the focus of peculation, into the 
focus of bribery, into the focus of everything that is base 
and corrupt, — ^ivhat can we expect from him but that he will 
be engaged in clandestine jobs there ? The former might 
kill Sir Elijah Impey, the kmght errant, but the chief justice 
would remain pure and entire ; whereas Sir Ehjah Impey hag 
escaped from Lucknow, and the chief justice is left by Mr. 
Hastings to shift for himself. 

After mentioning this violation of the laws of hospitality 
by Sir Elijah Impey, I would ask, was any notice given hy 
him, or by any of Mr. Hastings’s agents, to the iNTabob, wlio 
was so immediately interested in this matter ? Was any 
notice given to the Begums that any such charge was enter- 
tained against them ? Hot a word. Was it notified to the 
eunuchs ? Was it to Saadit Ali Khan ? Hot a word ; they 
were all within their power. The eunuchs were a year m 
irons, and they were subjected to the want of food and water 
for a part of that year. They were dragged from Eyzabad 
to Lucknow, and from Lucknow to Eyzabad. During aU 
that time, was there a word mentioned to them by any one 
person on the part of JHr. Hastings, that they were accused 
of this matter V Hot a word. 

We now submit to your lordships’ vindictive justice and 
condemnation this recriminatory defence, in which every 
principle of justice has been violated ; and now 1 will ask 
your lordships whether you would have suffered such a pro- 
cedure in the case of the prisoner at your bar ? It was asked 
by a person of great authority in this House, when we were 
going to produce certain evidence agamst Mr. Hastings (we 
do not say whether we offered to produce it properly or 
improperly, that is another matter), we were asked, I say 
whether our intentions of producing that evidence had been 
communicated to IMr. Hastmgs ? Had he had an opportunitv 
of cross-examining the witnesses who had given that evi- 
dence ? Ho, he added, that evidence must be rejected. How 
I say to your lordships, upon the same ground, deal with the 
Begums as you dealt with Mr. Hastings. Do not keep two 
weights and measures for different persons in the same cause. 
You would not suffer such evidence to be produced against 
him ; you will not assuredly suffer such evidence to be pro- 
duced to you in his fivour and against them. 
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My lords, the cause between this man and these unfortun- 
ate women is at last come into 'Wei.tinmster Hah. The cause 
is come to a solemn trial ; and we demand other witnesses 
and other kinds of prooi' than what these affidaTits furnish. 
My lords, the persons who have been examined here are al- 
most all of them the same persons who made these affidawits ; 
but there is this material difference m their evidence. At 
your lordships’ bar they sunk all those parts of their former 
evidence which criminated the Xabob and Saadit Ali, and 
confined their testimony w’holiy to what related to the Be- 
gums. "We were obliged, by a cross-examination, to squeeze 
out of them the disavowal of what they had deposed on the 
former occasion. The whole of their evidence we leave to 
the judgment of your lordships, with these summary remarks, 
— ^first, that they are the persons who were to profit by their 
own wrong ; they are the persons who had seven months’ 
arrears paid to them out of the money of these unfortunate 
ladies : they are the persons who, to justify the revolt which 
they had caused in the countrj' by their robbery, charge their 
own guilt upon others. The credibility of their evidence is 
therefore gone ; but, it* it w’ere not affected by these circum- 
stances, li'Er. Hastings has put an end to it by telimg you 
that there is not one of them w'ho is to be credited upon his 
oath ; no, not in a court-martial ; and can it therefore be ex- 
pected, that in a case of peculation they will do otherwise 
than acquit the party accused ? He has himself laid before 
you the horrible state of tbe whole semdee ; your lordships 
have it fresh in your memories, and ringing in your ears. 
You have also heard from witnesses brought by Mr. Hastings 
himself, that these soldiers committed misdemeanours of the 
very same kind with those which we have stated. They 
ought not therefore to be hstened to for a moment , and we 
aver that it is an aggravation of the prisoner’s crimes, that 
he has brought the instruments of his guilt, the persons of 
w'hom he has complained as having mined and destroyed that 
country, and whom he had engaged, at the Nabob’s desire, 
in the treaty of Chunar, to send out of the country, as bemg 
a nuisance in it, — ^to brmg, I say, these people here, to crim- 
inate, at a distance of nine thousand miles, these unfortunate 
women, where they ha\e neither attorney nor agent who can 
from local knowledge cross-examine th^. He has the au<* 
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dacity to bring these people here ; and in what manner they 
comport themselves when, they come here yonr lordships 
have seen. 

There is one of them whom we cannot pass by ; that is 
Captain C-ordon. The other -witnesses, who appeared here 
as evidences to criminate the Begums, did it by rumours and 
hearsays. They had heard some person say that the Begums 
had encouraged rebellion, always coupling them with Saadit 
idi Kh^n, and sometimes with the Nabob, because there 
might have been some probabihty for their charge in the 
transactions with Saadit Ah Ehaln, which, though impossible 
with regard to the Begums, they thought would implicate 
him in* his designs. But Captain Gordon is to give a differ- 
ent account of the proceedmgs. 

Captain Gordon was one of Colonel Hannay’s under-farm- 
ers — he was hunted out of the country, and, as one of the 
Begums says, pursued by a thousand of the zemindars, for 
robbing the whole country. This woman, through respect 
to the British name, that name which guaranteed her pos- 
sessions to her, receives this Captain Gordon and Captain 
Williams with every mark of kindness, hospitahty, and pro- 
tection that could be given them She conveys them from 
the borders to the city of Byzabad, and from Byzabad, her 
capital, supposed to be the nest of her rebellion, on to their 
place of destination. They both write her letters full of 
expressions of gratitude and kmdness for the services that 
they had received. They then pass on to Lucknow, to Sir 
Elijah Impey, and there they smk every word of kindness — 
of any service or protection that they had received ; — or of 
any acknowledgment that they had ever made of it. They 
sink all this ; not one word of it appears in their affidavits. 

How then did we come to the knowledge of it ? We got 
it from Major Gilpin, who was examined in the course of 
these proceedings, and we used it in our charge, from the 
papers that we hold in our hands. Mr. Hastings has con- 
fessed the fret, and 3\Ir Middleton has endeavoured to slur it 
over, hut could not completely conceal it. We have estab- 
blished the fact, and it is in evidence before your lordships. 

^ Xou have now, then, in this manner got these testimonials 
given by English officers in favour of these women ; and by 
the same means the letters of the latter aceusmg the former 
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are come to jour hands ; and now these same English officers 
come here with their recriminatorj accusation . Now, why 
did they not make it at XucknowT^'Whj did not Mr. 
Hastings, when Mr. Middleton had such papers for him in 
his hands, why, I ask, did not Mr. Hastings procure some 
explanation of the circumstances whilst he was in India? 
I will read your lordships the letter, that you may not only 
know but feel the iniquity of this business. 

Letter from the mother of the Vizier to Mr, Hastings^ received 
the Qth ofJanuarg, 1782. 

“ Our situation is pretty well, and your good health is con- 
stantly prayed for. I had sent Behar Ali Khan to you. 
Accordingly people invented a falsehood that Behar Ali 
Elhan was gone to get the depntyship of the Soubah ; and 
some persons here were saying, wherefore has she sent Behar 
Ali Khan to Calcutta, to the N awah Amaud ul D owlah ? “We 
will never permit the affair to succeed : and accordingly it has 
so happened. Eor they say that you also have not put your 
seal to the treaty : and the people here say, why does the 
noble lady correspond with the English gentlemen ? On this 
account I did not send a letter at the time when you came 
this way. Now the state of affairs here is thus . — On the 
27th Zehedja, Azoph ul Dowlah Behadur, without my 
knowledge, sent his own aumils into my jaghire. I accord- 
ingly wrote several times to Mr. Middleton on this business ; 
that his seal was to the treaty and writing of discharge. 
"Why did he not negotiate in my &Your ? Mr. Middleton 
replied, the Nawab is the master. 1 wrote frequently, hut 
without effect. Being helpless, I represent to you the state 
of my affairs, that notwithstanding the existence of this 
treaty I have been treated in this manner. It is useless for 
me to stay here. Whatever is, is a compact ; whenever any 
one deviates from his compact, he meets with no credit for 
the future ; and the light of mine eyes, Azoph ul Dowlah, 
wrote to me that he had sent his own aumils into my jaghires, 
and would pay ready money from his treasury. Eeflect on 
my security for his adhering to his future engagements, from 
the consideration of his conduct^ under his past promises. 
I do not agree to his ready money. libt me have my jaghir© 
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ad formerly ; otherwise, leaving this place, I will wait on you 
at Benares, and thence will go towards Shah Jehan Abad, 
because he lias not adhered to his engagement. Send letters 
to Azoph ul Bowkh, and to Mr Middleton, and Hussein 
Eeza Khan, and Hyder Beg Khan, not to molest the 
Begum’s jaghire , and to let them remam as formerly with 
the Begum’s aumils. And it is here suspected of me, that 
my aumil plundered the property of 3Ir J ohn Gordon The 
case is this IVIr. John Gordon arrived at Tanda, a jaghire of 
mine, fighting with the zemmdars of Akberpoor, which 
belongs to the Khalsch. Accordingly, Mr. John Gordon 
having come to Tanda, my aumil performed whatever apper- 
tained to his duty. Afterwards llr, John Gordon wrote to 
me to send my people, that he might come with them to 
Fyzabad. I sent people accordingly to bring hlr John Gor- 
don ; and the said gentleman amved here m complete safety ; 
and Mr. J ohn Gordon is now present. Ask him yourself of 
these matters. Mr. John Gordon will represent matters in 
detail : the truth will then become known, how ill-founded 
the calumny is. Should j ou come here for a few days it will 
be very well ; and if not, I wfil wait on you , and your 
coming here is very necessary, that all my afiairs may become 
arranged And send a speedy answer to my letters, and a 
letter to Azoph ul Dowlah, and !Mr. Middleton, and Hussein 
Eeza Khin, and Hyder Beg Khan, on the subject of ceasing 
to molest my jaghires ; and send me constantly news of 
your health, for my peace of mmd depends thereon ” 

This letter was transmitted to kJr Hastmgs I desire 
your lordships vrill remark upon this letter, for it is a most 
important one mdeed. It is hardly vtorth observmg that all 
this correspondence came out of the various trunks, of which 
your lordships have already heard ; and that this letter is out 
of the tr u n k of Mr Hastmgs’s private Persian secretary and 
interpreter, Mr. Jonathan Scott. Kow, my lords, in this let- 
ter there are several thmgs worthy of your lordships’ obser- 
vation. The first is, that this woman is not conscious of 
having ever been accused of any rebellion ; the only accusa- 
tion that ever came to her ears was, that Captain Gordon 
said that his baggage had been robbed by one of her aumils 
She denies the truth of this charge ; and she produces testi- 
monials of their i»-ood behaviour to him ; and, what is the 
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essputial point of all, she dessirea 3Ir Hastings to apply to 
this Mr, John Gordon, and to know from him what truth or 
falsehood there ia in that accusation, and what weight there 
is in the attestation she produces. “Mr. Gordon is now 
present,” says she, “ask him j ourself of these matters.” 
This reasonable request was not complied with. Mr. Gordon 
swears before Sir Mijah Impey to the robbery ; but he never 
mentions the paper he had written, in which he confessed 
that he owed hia life to this \ery lady. So inquiry was 
made into this matter. Colonel 'Hannay was then alive: 
Captain Gordon was alive, and she refers to him ; yet that 
very man was sworn before Sir Elijah Impey, and' accuses 
his prisoner. Did the prisoner at your bar make that attest- 
ation known to the Begums, whose letter at that very time 
w'as m his possession m Mr Scott’s trunk — that very letter 
in which he is desired to make the inquiry from Captain 
Gordon ? 

Mr. Hastings is acquamted with the facts stated by the 
Begums and wnth Captain Gordon’s accusation Did he 
aftenvards inform her of this accusation, or did he ask this 
Captain Gordon one question in India, where the matter 
might be ventilated? Not one word, my lords; therefore 
we fix upon him fraud, deceit, and the production of false 
evidence, after the woman had desired to have the man 
who was the evidence agamst her examined upon the spot. 
This he does not do, but with much more prudence he 
brings him here. And for what? To discredit his own 
testimony and the written evidence. And how does he dis- 
credit them? — There are two of these papers which I beg 
leave to read to your lordships. 

Copy of a letter to Jewar and Behar All Khan, from Mr. 
Gordon. — Sirs. My mdulgent friends, remam under, Ac. 
&c. &c. After compliments, I have the pleasure to inform 
you, that yesterday, having taken leave of you, I passed the 
night at Noorgunge, and next morning about ten or eleven 
o’clock, through your favour and benevolence, arrived safe at 
Gooudah Mur Aboo Buhsh zemindar and Mur Eustum 
Ally accompanied me.’* 

“* To what extent can I prolong the praises of you, my 
beneficent friends ? May the Supreme Being, for this benign, 
compassionate, humane action, have you in his keeping, and 
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inerwwe your property, and speedily grant me tlie pleasure of 
an interview, until Vhicli time continue to favour me with 
friendly letters, and oblige me by any commands m my power 
to execute ; may your wishes be ever crowned witb success I 
My compliments,” &c &c. &e. 

Copy of an address from Mr. G-ordon to tbe Begum : — 

Begum Saib of exalted dignity and generosity, whom God 
preserve. After presenting tbe usual professions of servitude, 
&c. m tbe customary manner, my address is presented ” 

“Tour gracious letter, m answer to tbe petition of your 
servant, from Gooudab, exalted me. From tbe contents, I 
became unspeakably impressed with tbe honour it conferred. 
May the Almighty protect that royal purity, and bestow hap- 
piness, increase of wealth, and prosperity. The welfare of your 
servant is entirely owing to your favour and benevolence ; a 
few days have elapsed since I arrived at Gooudab, with the 
Colonel Saib ” 

“This is presented for your highness’s information, I 
cherish hopes from your generosity, that considering me in 
the light of one of your servants, always continue fo exalt and 
honour me with your gracious letters. May tbe sun of pros- 
perity continually shine.” 

These acknowledgments of the Begum’s friendly disposition 
and services were concealed when the charge w'as made 
against this woman at Lucknow, before Sir Elijah Impey. 
1 wish to impress this upon your lordships’ mind ; and that 
before Mr Hastings left Bengal, m tbe trunk of Major Scott, 
his prn ate Persian interpreter, was this letter. Did he make 
that inquiry of Captain Gordon? IS’o. Did he make that 
inquiry of Colonel Hannay ? Did he make any inquiry into 
the matter after his perusal of these letters ; or did he give 
this poor w Oman any opportunity of obtaining justice against 
this Captain Gordon, who, after acknowledging that he owed 
his life to her favour, calumniates and traduces her to her 
utter destruction ? jSTo ; he never did, and therefore he is 
chai^eable, and I charge him, with everything that is wrong- 
ful in Captain Gordon’s evidence. 

These papers, which carry with them a clear refutation of 
all the charges against the Begums, are never once produced, 
though Captain Gordon was referred to expressly for inquiry 
and explanation of the whole transaction, by the woman her- 
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Bclf. You hear nothing of them ; there is no appearance of 
them in the affidavits ; no such papers were laid before the 
supreme council ; none w'ere transmitted to the court of di- 
rectors : but at last the House of Commons having come at 
the truth of this matter, Mr. Hastings, not daring to deny 
the existence of these papers, brings Captain Gordon to 
examined here, in order to prove that papers which he had 
himself written were false. Is this to be tolerated ? What 
will your lordships think of a man that comes to attest his 
own infamy, to declare that he has written papers containing 
falsehoods, and to invalidate the false testimony which he 
had before given ? j [s he to be suffered. I say, to come he re, 
and endeav our to pro^ the ^sjoiiit e falsit y of his ow n deed s 


p’omt for your lordships’ consideration is tiie evi- 
dence which he produces to prove the falsity of a paper writ- 
ten by himself. Why, he himself is the sole evidence. And 
how does he prove it *? Why, says he, the reason of my writ- 
ing that letter was this ; she had sent a person with me as an 
escort, and this person was desirous of receiving some proof 
that he had done his duty , and, therefore, I wrote a com- 
plaisant letter. I meant nothing by it. It was wTitten mere- 
ly to satisfy the mind of the man. Xow, is that the way in 
which formal and solemn letters, written upon great occasions 
to great people, are to he explained, away ? If he had said 
nothing bub— your servant, such a one, has done his duty, 
— this explanation might pass. But, you see, it has another 
complexion It speaks of his owing his life to her. But if 
you admit that it is possible (for possibilities have an un- 
known extent) that he wrote such a letter at such a time, 
and for such a purpose, and that the letter he wrote was 
false, and that the falsity of the letter is proved by his own 
testimony, given in an affidavit, which we have also reason 
to believe is false, your lordships must at the same time admit 
that it 18 one of the most complex pieces of fraud and false- 
hood that I believe ever existed in the world. But it is worse 
than all this. There is another letter, vrritten some days after, 
which I will read to you, and which he has not pretended to 
say was written only to testify that a messenger had executed 
his commission properly: — “Tour gracious letter” (he thus 
writes), “in answer to the petition of your servant from 
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Gooudab, exalted me. Prom tbe contents, I became un- 
fepeakabiy impressed with the honour it conferred ” 

Mj lords, this letter was not sent back by a messenger, m 
acknowledgment of his having done his duty ; but was writ- 
ten in consequence of a correspondence in the nature of a 
petition, for sometbmg or other, which he made to the Be- 
gum. That petition they have suppressed and sunk. It is 
plam, however, that the petition had been sent, and was 
granted ; and therefore the apology that is made for the for- 
mer letter does not apply to this letter, which was written 
afterwards. 

How then do they attempt to get rid of this difficulty ? 
Why, says Captain Gordon, “the Colonel Sail (by whom 
was meant Colonel Hannay) was not at Gooudah, as stated 
in the letter, but at Succara, about eighteen miles from it, and 
therefore you ought not to pay much regard to this paper : ” 
but he does not deny the letter, nor was it possible for him 
to deny it. He says, Colonel Hannay was not there ; but 
how do we know whether Colonel Hannay was there or not ? 
We have only his own word for it ; — but supposing he was 
not there, and that it was clearly proved that he was eighteen 
miles distant from it. Major iNaylor was certainly with Cap- 
tam Gordon at the time. Might not his Persian scribe (for 
he does not pretend to say he wrote the letter himself) take 
Major INTaylor for a colonel (for he was the superior officer to 
Captain Gordon), and think him the Colonel Saib ? for errors 
of that kind may be committed in our own country. Every 
day we may take a major for a lieutenant-colonel. This was 
an error that might easily have happened in such a case. He 
was m as high rank as Colonel Hannay, for Colonel Hannay 
at that time wns only a major; I do not believe either of 
them was properly entitled to the name of Colonel Saib, I 
am ashamed, my lords, to be obliged to remark upon this 
prevarication. Their own endeavours to get rid of their own 
written acts, by contradictory evidence and false construc- 
tions, sufficiently clear these women of the crimes of which 
they were accused ; and I may now ask the prisoner at your 
bar how he dares to produce Captain Gordon here — ^how he 
dares thus to insult the Peers — ^how he dares thus to insult 
the public justice of his country; after not having dared 
to inquire upon the spot of this man to whom he was re- 



WJLEKEir HASTDTGS, ESQ, 22B 

ferred "by tlie Begiims, for an account of this very trans- 
action ? 

I hope your lordships have £^ot enough cf this kind of evi- 
dence. All the rest is of the same batch and of the same 
description ; made up of nothing but hearsays, except in one 
particular only. This I shall now mention to your lordships. 
Colonel Popham and another gentleman have told you that 
in a battle with Cheit Sing's forces, they took prisoners two 
wounded nudjeeves, or swordsmen, and that these men told 
them that they were sent there by the Begums : that they had 
got two rupees and two wounds ; but that they thought two 
rupees a bad compensation for two wounds. These two men, 
with their two wounds and two rupees, had however been 
dismissed. It does not appear that this accident was con- 
sidered by these officers to be of consequence enough to 
make them ever tell one word of it to Mr. Hastings, though 
they knew he was collecting evidence of the disaffection of 
the Begums, of all kinds, good, had, and indifferent, from all 
sorts of persons. 

My lords, I must beg leave to say a few words upon this 
matter ; because I consider it as one of the most outrageous 
violations of your lordships’ dignity, and the greatest insult 
that was ever offered to a court of justice. ^ A nudieeve i sja 

' arme d-wit h a sword It appears in e^dencethat the 
Habob bad several corps of nndjeeves in bis service ; that the 
Begums had some nudjeeves ; and that Colonel Hannay had 
a corps of nudjeeves. It is well known that every prince in 
Hmdostan has soldiers of that description, in like manner 
probably as the princes of Europe have their guards. The 
whole then amounts to this ; that a story told by two men 
who were wounded in an action far from the place from 
which they were supposed to come, who were not regularly 
examined, not cross-examined, not even kept for examina- 
tion, and whose evidence was never reported, is to be a rea- 
son why you are to believe that these Begums were concerned 
in a rebellion against their son, and deserved to forfeit all 
their lands and goods, and to suffer the indignities that we 
have stated. 

My lords, I am really ashamed to mention so scandalous a 
thing ; hut let us put a ease, let us suppose that we had ac 
cased Mr. Hastings of instigating the Eajah of Berar to falJ 
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upon some of the country powers ; and that the evidence we 
produced at your bar to prove it was, that an officer had 
taken tw'o nudjeeves, who declared they were instigated by 
Mr. Hastings to go into the service of that Hajah. Could 
■V oil bear such a thing ? would you suffer such evidence to he 
produced ? or do you think that we should have so little re- 
gard for our own reputation, as to venture to produce such 
e\ idence before } ou ? Again w'e have charged Mr. Hastings 
w itii commiting several acts of violence against the Begums, 
Let us suppose our proof to be, that two persons who ne\ er 
appeared before nor since, that tw'o grenadiers in English 
uniforms (w’hich w ould he a great deal stronger than the 
case of the nudjeeves, because they have no particular uniform 
belonging to them), that two English grenadiers, I say, had 
been taken prisoners in some action and let go again, who 
said that Mr. Hastings had instigated them to make war 
upon the Begums, would your lordships suffer such evidence 
to be produced before you ? Ho ; and yet two of the first 
women in India are to be stripped of all they have in the 
world upon no better evidence than that which you would 
uiceriy reject. 

You would not disgrace the British peerage, you would 
not disgrace this court of j’ustice, you would not disgrace 
human reason itself, by confiscating on such evidence the 
meanest property of the meanest wretch. You would not 
subject to the smallest fine for the smallest delinquency, upon 
such evidence. I will venture to say that m an action of 
assault and battery, or in an action for the smallest sum, such 
evidence would be scouted as odious and contemptible, even 
supposing that a perfect reliance might be placed upon its 
truth. And yet this is the sort of evidence upon which the 
property, the dignity, and the rank of sofeie of the first per- 
sons m Asia are to be destroyed ; by which a British guar- 
antee and the honour and dignity of the crowm of Grreat Bri- 
tain, and of the parhament itself which sent out this man, are 
to be forfeited. 

Observe, besides, my lords, that the two swordsmen said 
they were sent by the Begums. How they could not be sent 
by the Begums in their own person. This was a thing in 
ladia impossible. They might, indeed, have been sent by 
Jswar and Behar Ali Khkn; and then we *ask again, how 
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r*ame tliese ministers not to be called to an account at tbe 
time ? why were they not called upon for their muster-rolls 
of these nudjeeves ? ISio; these men and women suffer the 
penalty, but they never bear the accusation nor the evidence. 

But to proceed with the evidence of this pretended rebel- 
lion. Captain Williams has told your lordships, that he once 
had a great number of letters and papers to prove this rebel- 
lion of the Begums. But he declares that he has. lost all 
these letters. A search 'v^as ordered to be made in Mr Hast- 
ings’s record-office, called a trunk ; and accordingly in the 
trunk IS found a paper worthy of such a place ani such a 
cause. This letter, vi hieb has been made u&e of to criminate 
tbe Begums, has not their names mentioned, nor is there anv 
possibility of their being included in it. By this paper which 
IS preserved you may judge of the whole of the papers that 
are lost. Such a letter, I believe, was never before brought 
as evidence in a court of justice. It is a letter said to have 
been intercepted, and is as follows : 

” To the most noble * * ^ * whose prosperity be ever- 

lasting. It is represented that the august Piirwanah (com- 
mand) having completed his honourable arrnal on the 16th 
of the month in the evening, highly exalted me ; it is ordered 
that I should charge Medeporee and the other enrolled sepoys 
belonging to my district, and take bonds from them that none 
of them go for service to the Bajah ; and that when four 
hundred or five hundred men, nudjeeves and others, are col- 
lected, I should send them to the presence, according to the 
order I have written to Brejunekar Shah Rehemet Ulla, who 
is in Bhooaparah, charging him to take bonds from them ; 
and that whatever sepoys fit for service are collected, he 
should send to the presence. As at this time the wind is 
contrary, the sepoys will not *«'=*'* without travelling 
charges' j for I have learnt from a letter previously received 
from Brejunekar Shah Rehemet Ullah, that the people there 
also are badly inclined ; by the grace of G-od, the unalterable 
glory shall be ***** * Zeban Beg and the nudjeeves who 
were in the fort of Aneelah have gone off to G-ooruckpore.” 

This is a letter of somebody or other, employed by some- 
body or other for the recruiting service ; it should seem by 
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tlie word “ presence,” somebody employed in enlisting forces 
for the Xabob. The charge against the Begum was, that she 
had joined with the rebellious rajahs to exterminate her 
son’s government and the English influence in that country. 
In this very paper you see that the soldiers entering into that 
service, and ofticers \^ho are to contract for soldiers, are ex- 
pressly bound not to join the rajahs , and this they produce 
as proof that the Begums had joined the rajahs, and had 
joined them in a rebellion for the purpose of exterminating 
their son, m the first instance, and the English after-wards. 

There is another circumstance which makes their own acts 
the refutation of their false pretences. This letter says that 
the country is disaflected, and it mentions the ill-disposed 
parts of the country. Kow we all know that the country 
was ill-disposed ; and we may therefore conclude this paper 
was written by, and addressed to, some person who was em- 
ployed against the persons so ill-disposed ; namely, the very 
rajahs so mentioned before. The prisoner’s counsel, after 
producing this paper, had the candour to declare that they 
did not see -w'hat use could he made of it. l^o, to be sure, 
they do not see what use can he made of it for their cause , 
but I see the use that can be made of it agamst their cause. 
I say that the lost papers upon which they do so much insist 
deserve no consideration, when the only paper that they have 
preserved operates directly against them ; and that therefore 
we may safely infer, that, if we had the rest of the contents 
of this trunk, w^e should probably find them make as strongly 
agamst them as this paper does. You have no reason to 
judge of them otherwise than by the specimen ; for how can 
you judge of what is lost but from wbat remains ? 

The man who hid these papers in his trunk never under- 
stood one word of the Persian language, and consequently 
was liable to every kind of mistake, even though he meant 
well But who is this man ? Why it is Captain Williams, 
the man lyho in his aflidavits never mentioned the Begums 
without mentioning Saadit Ali It is Captain Williams 
whom we charge to have murdered a principal man of the 
country by his own hand, without law or legal process. It 
IS Captain Williams, one of those British officers whom Mr. 
Hastings states to be the pests of the country. This is the 
man who comes here as evidence against these women, aad 
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produces this monstrous paper. All the eridence they had 
produced to you amounts to no more than that such a man 
believes such a man heari of something: and to close the 
mhoie of this hearsay account. Sir Elijah Impey, \^ho always 
comes in as a supplement, declares that no man doubted of 
the existence of this rebellion and of the guilt of the Begum% 
any more than of the rebellion of 1745 ; a comparison which, 
I must say, is, by way of evidence, a little indecorous in a 
chief justice of India. ’ 

Your lordships are sufficiently acquainted with the history 
of that rebellion to know, that when Lord Lovat was tried 
at this bar, the proceedmfjs against him were not founded on 
second-hand hearsay. The existence of the rebellion of 
1745 was proved, notwithstanding its notorietj' ; but neither 
notoriety nor proof would hax'e signified anything, if Lord 
Lovat’s participation m it had not been brought home to him 
directly, personally, and particularlv Yet a chief justice, 
sent to India to represent the sacred majetsty of the crown of 
England, has gone so far as to sa}’ at } our bar, that no more 
doubt could be entertained of the existence either of the re- 
bellion or the guilt of the Begums, than of the rebellion m 
1745. Besides, he forgets that he himself carried the order 
to confiscate these people’s property without any trial what- 
ever. But this is the way of proceeding by an English chief 
Justice in India — a chief justice who had rendered himself 
the instrument, the letter-carrier, the messenger — I had 
almost said, the executioner of ]Mr. Hastings. 

Erom this ^uew of the whole matter, your lordships will 
form an estimate of the spirit of Indian government and In- 
dian justice. But to blow away and to put an end to all 
their false pretences, their hearsays, and talks of nudjeeves 
and wounds and the like, I ask who is the first witness that 
we have produced upon this occasion ? It is the Nabob him- 
self, negativing all these pretences. Did he believe them ? 
Not a word from him of any rebellion actual or suspected. 
Sir Elijah Impey indeed said that he w’as obliged to wheel 
round and to avoid that dangerous place Eyzabad. His 
jBnends urged him to this. — Eor God’s sake, say they, have a 
reverend care of your sacred person ! What will become of 
the justice of India ? What will become of the natives, if 
you, their legitimate protector, should fall into tlie hands of 
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tliese wicked rebellious women at Fyzabad ? But altbougb 
tbe chief justice does this, the IS'abob, whose deposition is 
said to be the first object of this rebellion, takes leave of Mr. 
Hastings at the very moment when it is raging in the high- 
est possible degree, and gallops into its very focus. 

And under vhat circumstances does he do this ? He had 
brought some considerable forces with him. No man of his 
rank in that country ever goes without them He left a part 
of these forces with Mr. Hastings, notwithstanding he was 
going into the centre of the rebellion. He then went on 
with a corps of about a thousand horse. He even left a part 
of these with Mr. Middleton, and galloped, attended by a few 
hoKe, into the very capital, where the Begums, we are told^, 
had ten thousand armed men He put himself into their 
power, and not satisfied with this, the very first thing we 
hear of him after his arrival is, that he paid his mother a 
friendly visit. Thus rushing into the den of a lioness who 
was going to destroy her own whelp. Is it to be credited, 
my lords, that a prince would act thus who believed that a 
conspiracy was formed against him by his own mother ? Is 
it to be credited that any man would trust a mother who, 
contrary to all the rules of nature and policy, had conspired 
to destroy her own son ? 

Upon this matter your lordships have the evidence of Cap- 
tain Edwards, who was aide-de-camp to the Nabob, who was 
about his person, his attendant at Chunar, and his attendant 
hack again I am not producing this to exculpate the Be- 
gums j — ^for I say you cannot try them here ; you have not 
the parties before you ; they ought to have been tried on the 
spot ; — but I am going to demonstrate the iniquity of this 
abominable plot beyond all doubt, for it is necessary your 
lordships should know the length, breadth, and depth of this 
mystery of iniquity. 

Captain Edwards being asked — “Whether he ever heard 
any native of credit and authority in the Nabob’s dominions, 
who apj^red to believe the rebellion of the Begums ? — A. 
No, I never did. Q, Have you any reason to believe that 
the Nabob gave credit to it ? — A. I really cannot rightly 
presume to say whether the Nabob did or did not j hut I am 
apt to believe that he did not. Q. Have you any reason, and 
what, to form a belief about it ? — A. I have. I think if he 
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supposed the reheliion ever existed at Fjzabad, he would 
have been the first person to take and e the alarm to the 
British troops Q. And no sueh alarm was taken or given 
to the British troops ? — A Xo, I think not ; as I was always 
about his person and in the camp, I think I certainly must 
have known it or heard of it ; hut I ne\er did.” 

We assure your lordships you will find upon your printed 
minutes, that Captain Edwards says he w'as credibly informed 
that the Nabob left behind him a part of his guard of horse ; 
and that so desirous was he to go into the power of this cruel 
lioness, his mother, that he advanced, as he is a vigorous 
man, and a hold and spirited rider, leaving all his guards be- 
hind him, and rode before them into the middle of Fyzabad. 
— There is some more evidence to the same purpose in an- 
swer to the question put next to that which I read before, 

“ Q. When you did hear of the rebellion, did not yon un- 
derstand it to have been alleged that one object of it was to 
dethrone the Nabob himself' as well as to extirpate the Eng- 
lish ? — A. I understood that the intention of the princesses, 
the Begums, was to extirpate the English troops out of the 
country and out of those dominions, and likewise to depose 
her son, and set another son, who seems to have been a great- 
er favourite of that family, upon the throne, in the room of 
the present Nabob, and that sou’s name is Saadit AJi, 
I have only heard this from report. I have no other know- 
ledge but mere report. I understood from the report, she 
was to extirpate the English, and depose her son, who is now 
upon the throne. Q, Was it after or before the seizing of 
the treasures, that you heard a circumstantial account of the 
supposed object of the rebellion ? — A. The report was more 
general after the seizing of the treasures ; but yet there were 
reports prevailing in the neighbourhood, that our troops were 
sent there in consequence of the charge that was made by 
Colonel Hannay and some of his ofl&cers, of a rehellion exist- 
ing then at Fyzahad, or having existed, I cannot rightly say 
which. Q. Was that report after the order for tEe troops 
to march to Fyzabad ? — A. It was more general, it was very 
general then when the troops did march there, and more 
general after the seizing of the treasures. Q, When did 
the troops first march ? — A. It was some time m the month 
of January, I beheve in the year 1782. Q. While you 
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WHS With the Xabob in passing from Lucknow to Chunar, 
while Toil was with him, or the army returning from 
Chunar, di^ you then, out of the whole army regular or irre- 
gular, ever hear of any report of the Begums being in rebel- 
lion ? — A, Xo ; I do not recollect I ever did. Q. Upon cross- 
examination — do you recollect at what time in August, 1781, 
you left Lucknow to proceed with the Xabob to Chunar ? — . 
A No ; I cannot rightly mention the date ; aE that I know 
IS this, that I accompanied the Nabob, Mr. Middjeton, and 
his attendants aE the way from Lucknow to Ohnnar; — 
really cannot recollect, I have no notes, and it is so distant 
a time since that I do not recoEect the particulars of the 
month or the day ; hut I recoEect perfectly I accompanied 
the Nabob aE the way from Lucknow to Chunar, and re- 
turned again with him untE he struck off on the road for 
'yzabad.” 

Tour lordships see plainly the whole of this matter ; when 
they had resolved to seize the Begums^ treasures, they propa- 
gated this report just in proportion to their acts. As they 
proceeded, the report grew hotter and hotter. This man 
teEs you when it was that the propagation of this report first 
began, when it grew hot, and when it was in its greatest 
heat. He tells you that not one native of credit in the 
country believed it ; that he did not think the Nabob himself 
believed it; and he gives a reason that speaks for itself, 
namely, that he, the Nabob, would have been the first man 
to give the alarm if he believed in a rebeEion, as he was to 
be the object of it. 

He says the English were the principal spreaders of the 
report It was m fact a wicked report propagated by Mr. 
Middleton and the English agents, for the purpose of justify- 
ing their iniquitous spoliation of the Begums. 

This is the manner in which the matter stanfis upon the 
ground of rebellion, with the exception of Major G-ilpm’s and 
Hyder Beg Khan’s testimony. This last man we have proved 
to have been kept in his office by Mr. Hastings’s influence, 
and to have been entirely under his government. When 
this dependant comes to ^ve his attestation, he gives a long 
account of all the proceedings of Cheit Sing’s rebellion, with 
which the rebelEon charged on the Begums was supposed to 
be coincident ; and be ends it very remarkably — that he tells 
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tlie whole tnitli, and notliins^ but the truth. But it is also 
remarkable, that even this Ilyder Beg Kh^ never mentions 
by name the rebellion of the Begums, nor says that he ever 
heard a word about it : a strong proof that he did not dare, 
in the face of his country, to give countenance to such a 
falsehood. 

Major Gilpin’s evidence leaves not even the shadow of a 
pretence for this charge. He had the Begums and their 
eunuchs under his custody for a full year ; he was strictly 
ordered to watch them and to guard them, and during a!i 
that time he lived at Fyzahad, He was the man who com- 
manded the troops ; who had all the witnesses in his power ; 
who had daily access to all parties at Fyzahad ; and who, 
moreover, was a person attached to Mr. Hastings in the 
strongest manner. 

Tour lordships will now be pleased to hear read to you 
this part of Major Gilpin’s evidence : — “■ Q. Had you any 
opportunity of knowing the character of the Begums, and 
whether they were disaffected to our government r — A. I had 
a very good opportunity of knowing, from the circumstance 
of my having commanded so long there ; the elder Begum, 
it was generally understood (and I have reason to believe), 
was disaffected to our government ; and my sentiments of 
her conduct stand recorded in my correspondence to tbe court 
of Lucknow to that effect ; but with respect to the Bow Be- 
gum, I acquit her entirely of any disaffection to our govern- 
ment, so far as comes to my knowledge ; appearances W'ere 
for some time against her, hut on cool, deliberate inquiry, I 
found there was no ground for supposing her guilty of any 
rebellious principles, at the time of Cheit Sing’s rebellion. 
Q, Whether that, according to your belief, is not your pre- 
sent opinion ? — A. I think I have answered that very fully, 
that it was upon those very principles that I did form an 
opinion of her innocence ; how far they are justifiable or 
right, I will not take upon me to say upon oath ; there was 
no one circumstance that came to my knowledge during my 
residence at Fyzahad, or my residence in India, that I would 
wish to withhold from your lordships. Q. Ton state here, 
upon cool, deliberate inquiry ; what was that cool, deliberate 
inquiry ? — A. That cool, deliberate inquiry was the conversa- 
tions I had with the ministers and tfe people of Fyzahad, 
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and tlie letters from herself expressing her innocence ; and 
it appeared to me fi’oni those letters that she really was our 
friend and ally/* 

The same witness goes on afterwards to say : — “ Q. I un- 
derstood you to say, that onginally the report prevailed with 
respect to both the Begums, but that you was induced to alter 
that opinion with respect to the younger Begum, in conse- 
quence of Mr. Gordon’s letters and the intelligence of some 
of her ministers and other persons ; were not those other 
persons in the interest of the younger Begum ? — A. In ge- 
neral the town of Pyzabad were in her interest. Q. In what 
sense do you mean generally in her interest ; were the per- 
sons you conversed with merely those who were in her ser- 
vice and household, or the inhabitants of Byzabad in gener- 
al ? — A. Both ; I held conversations with both her own body 
servants and the inhabitants of the city. {^A httle lower 
down in the same page ] What do you mean by the word 
rebellion, as applied to the Begums ; in what sense do you 
use it ? — A, In raising troops and in other acts of rebellion, 
in the common acceptation of the word. Q. Against whom ? 
— A. Against the Nabob’s government and the British go- 
vernment jomtly ; but I beg to know the particular time and 
circumstance the question alludes to. Q. I understand you 
to have said, you understood the elder Begum was in a con- 
stant state of rebellion ; in what sense do you use the word 
rebellion ? did you say the elder Begum was in a constant 
state of rebellion ? — A. I always understood her to be dis- 
affected to the English government ; it might not be a proper 
expression of mine, the word rebellion. Q. Do you know 
of any act by the elder Begum against the Vizier ? — A, I 
cannot state any. Q. Do you know" of any act which you 
call rebelhon, committed by the eider Begum against the 
Company ? — A. I do not know of any particular circumstance, 
only it was generally supposed that she was disaffected to 
the Company. Q, What acts of disaffection or hostility 
towards the English do you aUude to, when you speak of 
the conversation of the world at the time ? — A. I have an- 
swered that question as fully as I can, that it was nothing 
but wnversation, that I knew of no particular act or deed 

yseff/’ 

This man then declares, as rour lordships have heard) 
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that upon cool, deliberate inquiry made at Fyzabad from all 
the inhabitants, be did not believe in the existence of any 
rebellion. That as to the Bow Bej^um, the grandmother, who 
was a person that could only be charged with it in a second- 
ary degree, and as conspiring with the other, he says, he 
knows no facts against her; except that at the battle c€ 
Buxar, in the year 1764:, she bad used some odd expressions 
concerning the English, who were then at war with her son, 
Sujah Bowiah. This was long before we had any empire or 
pretence to empire in that part of India ; therefore the ex- 
pression of a rebellion, which he had used with regard to her, 
was, he acknowledged, improper ; and that he only meant he 
had formed some opinion of her disaffection to the English. 

As to the Begum, he positively acquits her of any rebel- 
lion. If be therefore did not know it, who was an active 
officer in the very centre of the alleged rebellion, and who 
was m possession of ail the persons from whom information 
was to be got, who had the eunuchs in prison, and might 
have charged them with this rebellion, and might have ex- 
amined and cross-examined them at his pleasure ; if this man 
knew nothing about it, your lordships wiU judge of the false- 
hood of this wicked rumour, spread about mom hand to hand, 
and which was circulated by persons who at the same time 
have declared that they never heard of it, before Sir Elijah 
Impey went up into the country, the messenger of Mr. Hast- 
ings’s orders, to seize the treasures of the Begums, and com- 
missioned to procure evidence in justification of that violence 
and robbery, 

I now' go to another part of this evidence. There is a 
person they call Hoolas Boi ; a man in the employment of 
the resident, Mr. Middleton. The gentlemen who are counsel 
for the prisoner have exclaimed, — Oh ! he w'as nothing hut a 
news w'riter. "What ! do you take any notice of him ? 
Your lordships would imagine that the man whom they treat 
in this manner, and whose negative eridence they think fit 
to despise, was no better than the WTiters of those scandalous 
paragraphs which are published in our daily papers, to mis- 
represent the proceedings of this court to the public- But 
who in fact is this Hoolas Eoi, whom they represent, for the 
convenience of the day, to be nothing but a news writer ? 
I Will read to your loriships a £tter from Major Kajlor to 
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Colonel Jaqnes, commanding the second battalion, 20tli regi# 
ment. 

“ Sir, — Hoolas Eoi, the person appointed by the !N’abob for 
transacting the basiness for which the troops are required 
here, will hold constant communication and intercourse with 
you ; and as he is instructed and acquainted with the best 
method to accomplish this busmess, Mr. Middleton requests 
implicit attention to be paid to w'hat he may from time to 
time represent respecting the prisoners, or the busmess on 
which he is employed ; in short, as he is the person nomin- 
ated by the Kabob, he wishes Honlas Eoi to be considered m 
the same light as if he himself was present.” 

Mr. Middleton, in a letter to Lieutenant Lrancis Eutledge, 
writes thus of him : “ Sir, — ^When this note is delivered to 
you by Hoolas Eoi, I have to desire that you order the two 
prisoners to be put in irons, keeping them from all food, &c., 
agreeably to my mstructions of yesterday.” 

Ton win first see in how confidential a manner Hoolas 
Eoi was employed, and m what light he was held. That he 
was employed to carry some instructions which do not mdeed 
appear, hut were accompanied by an order from Mr. Middle- 
ton. “ When these instructions shall come to you, to put 
these prisoners in irons and keep them without food,” &e 
The Begums say, without food and water. Et cetera are 
words of large import — ^but he was “ to keep them without 
food, &c , agreeably to my instructions of yesterday.” This 
was a pretty general warrant for suffermgs. This Hoolas Eoi, 
this mere news writer, w^as not only intrusted with this war- 
rant, but Mr. Middleton declares him to be a person who was 
to be received there, and to represent the Nabob, and verv 
justly too ; for he, Mr. Middleton, was undoubtedly the real 
Nabob of the country. The man Therefore, whom they talk 
of in this contemptuous manner, m order to make slight of an 
observation we made, and which I shaU make again, and 
whom they affect to consider as a mere paragraph-monger in 
some scandalous newspaper, was a man vested by Mr. Mid- 
dleton with authority equal to that of the Nabob himself. 

Mr. Hastings not only thought him of consequence enccgh 
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to be a witness to tbe severities used on the ministers of the 
Begums, but he considered that he would afterwards be a fit 
witness to the rebellion. I your lordships to mark this 
— he sent for this Hoolas Koi (who is now nothing but a 
mere paragraph-monger), — ^he sent for him from Byzabad to 
Benares— a pret^ long journey ; and at last causm him to 
be examined before Sir Elijah Impey. He has, however, 
sunk his evidence ; a suppression which is strongly in favour 
of the Begums, and equally strong against their accuser. 
Here we have a man who was intrusted with all their or- 
ders ; who represented the English government ; who repre- 
sented the Habob’s govemftient ; this man is sent for by Mr. 
Hastings : he gives his depositions before Sir Elijah Impey ; 
and the deposition so given is not to he found either upon 
the Company’s record, m Sir Elijah Impey’ s trunk, in Jona- 
than Scott’s trunk, nor in any other place whatever. The 
evidence of a witness who cordd speak most clearly, as pro- 
bably he did, and most decisively upon this subject is sunk. 
They suppress, and dare not produce, the affidavit of the man 
who was at the bottom of every secret of both governments. 
They had the folly to let you know, obliquely, that he had 
been sent for by Mr. Hastmgs, but they conceal the inform- 
ation obtained from him ; a silence more damnmg than any 
positive evidence could he. You have here a proof of their 
practice of producing such evidence only as they thought 
most ffivourable to their wicked purposes, in the destruction 
of this greatrand ancient family. 

But all the English, they say, believed in the existence of 
this rebellion. This we deny. Mr. Purling, who was resi- 
dent the year before its pretended explosion, has told you 
that he never knew of anything like a plot carrying on hj' 
these women. We were^lmost ashamed to put the question 
to him. Hid Mr. Bristow, the next resident, know or believe 
in this plot ? He seems, indeed, to have been induced to 
give some oblique hints to Mr. Hastings of improper conduct 
on the part of the Begums, but without stating what it w^as. 
In a letter to Mr. Hastings, he appears to endeavour to soften 
the cruel temper of this inflexible man, by going a little way 
with him, by admitting that he thought they had behaved 
improperly. When Mr, Womhwell, another resident, is asked 
whether any Englishman doubted of it, he says, Mr. Bristow 
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doubted of it No one indeed wbo reads these papers can 
EToid seeing that Mr. Bristow did not believe one word of it ; 
no more, in fact, than did Mr. Hastings or anybody else. 

But, my lords, let us go from these infenor agents and 
servants of the Company to their higher officers. ^ Did Mr. 
Stablea believe it ? This gentleman was Mr. Hastings’s col- 
league in the council, a man of as much honour, I really be- 
heve, as ever went to India; a faithful old servant of the 
Conipany, and very worthy of credit. I believe there is not 
a spot upon him during aU. his long service under the Com- 
pany— if any, it is his being a little too obsequious, some- 
times, to Mr. Hastings. Did he believe it ? No, he did not ; 
and yet he was one of the persons authorized to investigate 
it coolly, and most able to do so. Upon the whole, then, the 
persons who best knew the state of the country did not be- 
lieve it ; the Nabob did not believe it ; the Begums were 
never charged with it ; no ground of suspicion is suggested, 
except loose rumours and the story of two nudjeeves. Under 
these circumstances the treasures of these ancient ladies were 
seized, their property confiscated, and the Nabob dragged 
most reluctantly to this act. Tes, my lords, this poor, mis- 
erable victim was forced to violate all the laws of nature, all 
decency, all property ; to rob his own mother for the benefit 
of ]Mr.*Hastmgs. All this he was forced to do, he was made 
the reluctant instrument of punishing his mother and grand- 
mother for a plot of which even their accusers do not pre- 
tend to say that the parties accused had ever received any 
mtimation. 

My lords, in forming your judgment upon this nefarious 
proceeding, your lordships will not fail to advert to the funda- 
mental principles, the acknowledged maxims, and established 
rules of all judgment and justice, — ^that conviction ought to 
precede execution; that trial ought to precede conviction; 
and that a prosecutor’s information and evidence ought to be 
the preliminary step and substance of the trial. Here every- 
thing was reversed : Sir Ehjah Impey goes up with the order 
for execution; the party accused is neither arraigned nor 
tried. This same Sir Elijah then proceeds to seek for wit- 
nesses and to take affidavits, and in the mean time neither the 
Nabob, the ostensible prosecutor, nor his mother and grand- 
math^, the parties accused, knew one word of the matter. 
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But possibly some peculiarity in tbe circumstances of tlie 
case rendered sucb a proceeding necessary, and may justify 
it. jN'o such peculiarity bas been proTed or even alleged ; 
nay, it is in the highest degree improbable that it could have 
existed. Mr. Hastings had another opportunity of doing 
himself justice; when an account of this business Vas trans- 
mitted to the court of directors, they ordered him to inquire 
into it : and your lordships will see what he did m conse- 
quence of this order. Tour lordships will then judge of the 
extreme audacity of the defence which he has made of this 
act at your bar, after having refused to institute any inquiry 
into it, although he had the positive order of the court of 
directors, and was in the place where that inquiry could be 
made effectually, and in the place where the unfortunate 
women could have an opportunity of clearing themselves. 

I will first read to your lordships an extract from the letter 
of the court of directors to the hoard at Calcutta ; dated the 
14th of February, 17S3 

4. — “ By the second article of the treaty [of Chunar] the 
Habob is permitted to resume such jaghires as he shall think 
proper, with a reserve, that all such jaghirdars, for the 
amount of whose jaghires the Company are guarantees, shalL 
in case of a resumption of their lands, be paid the amount 
of the net collections through the resident. 

5. — “ We do not see how the Governor- Greneral could con- 
sent to the resumption of such lands as the Company had 
engaged should remain in the hands of those who possessed 
them previous to the execution of the late treaiy, without 
stronger proofs of the Begum* s defection than have been laid 
before us; neither can we allow it to be good policy to 
reduce the several jaghmdars, and thus uniting the territory, 
and the troops maintained for the protection of that territoiy , 
under one head, who, by that means, at some future period, 
may become a very powerful enemy to the Company. 

4 “ With respect to tho resumption of the jaghires pos- 
sessed by the Begums in particular, and the subsequent 
seizure of the treasure deposited with the Vizier’s mother, 
which the Governor- Genem, in his letter to the board, 23rd 
January, 1782, has declared he strenuously encouraged and 
supported, we hope and trust, for the honour of the British 



SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT OE 

nation, that tiie measure appeared to be fully justified in tbe 
eyes of all Hindostan. 

” *• The G-overnor-Greneral has informed us, that it can be 
well attested that the Begums principally excited and sup- 
norted the late commotions, and that they carried their inyefc- 
eracy to the Enghsh nation so far as to aim at our utter 
extirpation. 

7 . — « It must hare been publicly known, that in 1775 the 
resident at the Vizier’s court not only obtained from the 
Begum, widow of the late Sujah Dowlah, on the ISfaboh’s ac- 
count, thirty lacks of rupees, half of which was to be paid 
to the Company, but also the forbearance of twenty-six 
lacks, for the repayment of which she had security in land, 
on the Nabob’s agreeing to renounce all further claim upon 
her, and that to this agreement the Company were guaran- 
tees. 

8. — “We find that, on the 21st December, 1775, the 
Begum complained of a breach of engagements on the part 
of the Nabob, soliciting your protection for herself, her 
mother, and for all the women belonging to the seraglio of 
the late Nabob from the distresses to which they were re- 
duced — ^in consequence whereof it was agreed in consultation, 
3rd January, 1776, to remonstrate with the Vizier; the 
Governor- Greneral remarking — that, as the representative of 
our government has become an agent in this business, and has 
pledged the honour and faith of the Company for the punctual 
observance of the conditions under which the treaty was 
concluded, you had a right to mterfere, and justice de- 
manded it, if it should appear that those engagements have 
been violated. 

“ And the board at the same time resolved, — ^that, as soon 
as the Begum’s engagements with the Nabob, to which Mr. 
Bristow is a party, shall be fulfilled on her part, this govern- 
ment will think themselves hound to protect her agamst any 
further demand or molestation. 

9. — “ If therefore the disaffection of the Begums was not 
a matter of public notoriety, we cannot hut be alarmed for 
th*^ effects which these subsequent transactions must have 
had on the minds of the natives of India ; — ^the only conso- 
lation we feel upon this occasion is, that the amount of those 
iaghiresjforwhieh the Company were guarantees, is to be paid 
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througli our resident at the court of the Vizier ; and it very 
materially concerns the credit of your government on no ac- 
count to suffer such payments to be evaded. 

10. — “ If it shall hereafter be found that the Begums did 
not take that hostile part against the Company which has 
been represented (as well m the Governor- G-eneraFs narra- 
tive as in several documents therein referred to ; and as it no- 
where appears, from the papers at present in our possession, 
that they excited any commotion previous to the imprison- 
ment of Bajah Cheit Sing), but only armed themselves in 
consequence of that transaction ; and as it is probable that 
such a conduct proceeded entirely from motives of self-de- 
fence, under an apprehension that they themselves might 
likewise be laid under unwarrantable contributions, we direct 
that you use your influence with the Tizier, that their jag- 
hires may he restored to them ; but if they should he under 
apprehensions respecting the future conduct of the Vizier, 
and with our further protection, it is our pleasure that you 
afford those ladies an asylum withm the Company’s territories, 
and these be paid the amount of the net collections of their 
jaghires, agreeable to the second article of the late treaty, 
through the medium of our resident, as may he ascertained 
upon an average estimate of some years back.” 

Ton see, my lords, the directors had received every one 
of his false impressions. They had conceived an idea that, 
after the rebellion of Cheit Smg (but not before, upon his 
own showing), the Begums had shown a disposition to arm. 
They here assume a false fact, which Mr. Hastings stated in 
his representation of the business to them. They assume a 
variety of other false facts, — they assume that the amount of 
the jaghires of the Begums was to be paid them in regular 
pensions, whereas they were totally confiscated without any 
compensation at all And yet, upon Mr. Hastings’s own 
showing, they found the transaction to he so disbonourabie to 
the British government, that they desire him to ma,ke in- 
quiry into it, and give redress accordingly. 

Here then is another order of the Company, another 
upon Mr. Hastings, to examine to the bottom of this affair. 
The directors, after giving him credit for that enormous 
mass of falsehoods which we have proved him to have stated 
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in his narrative, found themselves so utterly dissatisfied, that 
they gave this conditional order to restore the Begums to 
their jaghires. Your lordships will find it in evidence upon 
your minutes, that he contumaciously disobeyed this order ; 
that he would not consent to the propositions of the council 
for inquiring into the conduct of these injured women, but 
stifled every attempt that was made hy others to do them 
justice, iljid yet he here has the effrontery to propose 
that your lordships should inquire into the business at your 
bar ; that you should investigate a matter here, which he 
refused to inquire into on the spot, though expressly ordered 
by his masters so to do. 

I will now read to your lordships a short extract from his 
own narrative of his own proceedings. It begins with re- 
citing part of a note entered by Mr. Macpherson in the 
consultations of the council, at the time when the orders of 
the court of directors, which I have just alluded to, were 
taken into consideration : — “ "What the court of directors 
seem to have most at heart are, first, that the engagement 
of the second article of the Benares treaty should be faith- 
fully fulfilled; and secondly, to guard against the future 
misconduct of the Vizier, if he should be disposed to oppress 
the Begums ; 

** That we shoidd therefore ascertain whether the amount 
of the jaghires of the Begums is regularly paid to them 
through the Company’s resident ; and give them notice that 
no future demands shall he made upon them. This the 
Grovernor-Greneral might, I think, do m a letter, that would 
make the Begums sensible of their past misconduct, yet 
inform them of the lenity and gracious intentions of the 
Company, in ordering them an asylum in Bengal, in ease of 
future distress.” In consequence of the foregoing opinion 
from Mr. Macpherson, the following minute was delivered 
by the G-ovemor- General: 

“ I should gladly acquiesce in the motion made by Mr. 
Macpherson, if I thought it possible to frame a letter to the 
Begums in any terms which should at the same time convey 
the intimation proposed hy it, and not defeat the purpose of 
it, or Be productive of evils greater than any which exist, in. 
consequence of the proceedings which have already taken 
place, and which time has almost obliterated the orders of 
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the court of directors are conditional, they require nothing ; 
but in the event of discoveries made subsequent to the ad- 
vices^ which were before you on the 14th February last, in 
alleviation of the former conduct of the Begums, nothing has 
since appeared in relation to them but their refusal, or rather 
that of one, to fulfil her engagements for the payment of the 
remainder of the sum exacted, from her by the ZVabob Tizier, 
in the beginning of last year. "Whatever obedience may be 
due to the clear and ascertained spirit of the orders of the 
court of directors, this obligation cannot extend to points to 
which neither the letter nor e^ddent spirit of their orders ap- 
ply. If I am rightly informed, the Xabob A^izier and the Be- 
gums are on terms of mutual goodwill ; it would ill become 
this government to interpose its infiuence by any act which 
might tend to revive their animosities, and a very slight occa- 
sion would be sufficient to effect it ; it will he to little pur- 
pose to tell them that their conduct has, in our estimation of 
it, been very wrong ; and at the same time to announce to 
them the orders of our superiors, which more than indicate 
the reverse ; they will instantly take fire on such a declaration, 
proclaim the judgment of the Company in their favour, de- 
mand a reparation of the acts which they will construe wrongs, 
with such a sentence warranting that construction, and either 
accept the invitation to the proclaimed scandal of the Tizier, 
which will not add to the credit of our government, or re- 
main in his dominions, but not under his authority, to add 
to his vexations and the disorders of the country by con- 
tinued intrigues and seditions ; enough already exists to affect 
his peace and the quiet of his people ; if we cannot heal, let 
us not inflame the wounds which have been inflicted ; 

“ If the Begums think themselves aggrieved to such a de- 
gree as to justify them in an appeal to foreign jurisdiction, 
to appeal to it against a man standing in the relation of son 
and grandson to them ; — to appeal to the justice of those who 
have been the abettors and instruments of their imputed 
wrongs * 5 — let us at least permit them to be the judges of their 
own feelings, and prefer their complaints, before we offer to 
redress them ; they will not need to be prompted : 

“ I hope I shall not depart from the simplicity of official 
language, in saying, that the majjesty of justice ought to be 
approached with solicitation, not descend to provoke or in- 
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Tite it, much less to debase itself by the suggestion of wrongs 
and tbe promise of redress, "with the denunciation of punish- 
ment before trial, and even before accusation.” 

My lords, if, since the beginning of the world, such a pa- 
per as this was ever before written by a person standing in' 
the relation of a servant to his master, I shall allow that 
every word w^e have said to your lordships upon this occasion 
to mark his guilt ought to be expunged jBrom your minutes 
and from our charges. 

Before I proceed to make any observations upon this act 
of open rebellion against his superiors, I must beg your lord- 
ships to remark the cruelty of purpose, the hostile leehng to- 
wards these injured women which were displayed in this 
daring defiance. Tour lordships will find that he never is a 
rebel to one party without bemg a tyrant to some others 5 
that rebel and tyrant are correlative terms when appbed to 
him, and that they constantly go together. 

It is suggested by the directors that the Kabob is the per- 
secutor, the oppressor, and that iVIr. Hastings is the person 
who is to redress the wrong ; but here they have mistaken 
the matter totallj. For we have proved to your lordships 
that Mr. Hastings was the principal in the persecution, and 
that the Haboh was only an mstrument : — “ If I am rightly 
informed,” he says, “the Kahob and the Begums are on terms 
of mutual goodwill. It would ill become this government 
to interpose its influence by any act which might tend to re- 
vive their animosities, and a Tery slight occasion would he 
sufficient to efiect it.” — "WTiat animosities had they towards 
each other ? Hone, that we know of. Mr. Hastings gets the 
Haboh to rob Ms mother ; and then he supposes, contrary to 
truth, contrary to fact, contrary to everything your lordships 
have heard, that the Habob would fall mto a fury if Ms 
mother was to obtain any redress ; and that if the least in- 
quiry into tMs business was made, it would create a flame in 
the Habob’s mmd on account of the active, energetic, spirited 
part he had taken in these transactions. Therefore, says he, 
Oh I for Ood’s sake, soothe the matter : — it is a green wound, 
— don*t uncover it do nothing to irritate : — ^it will be to 
little purpose to teH th§m that their conduct has in our esti- 
mation of it been very wrong, and at the same time an- 
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nounee to tliem tbe orders of our supenors, wBich more tban 
indicate tlie reverse. Kow, my lords, to what does all this 
amount ? First, says he, I will not do them justice, — 1 will 
not enter upon an inquiiy into their wrongs. Why ? — ^Be- 
cause they charge us with having inflicted them. Then 
surely for that reason you ought to commence an inquiry. 
Iso, says he, that would be telling them that our superiors 
suspect we are in the wrong- But when his superiors more 
than indicated suspicions, was he not bound tenfold to make 
that inquiry, for his honour and for their satisfaction, which 
they dmect him to make ? Ko, he wiU not do it, because, 
says he, the Begums would either accept the offer of an asy- 
lum in the Company’s territories, to the proclaimed scandal of 
the Vizier, which would not add to the credit of our govern- 
ment ; or they would remain in his dominions, but not under 
his authority, to add to his vexations and the disorders of 
the country, by continual intrigues and seditions. 

You see, my lords, this man is constantly thrusting this 
peaceable IS’abob before him, goadmg and pushing him on, as 
II with a bayonet behind, to the commission of everything 
that is base and dishonourable. You have him here declaring 
that he wiU not satisfy the directors, his masters, in their in- 
quiides about those acts, for fear of the ^Nabob’s taking um- 
brage, and getting into a flame with his mother j and for fear 
the mother, supported by the opinion of the directors, should 
be induced to resent her wrongs. What, I say, does all this 
amount to ? It amounts to this — ^the Begums accuse me of 
doing them injustice ; the directors mdicate a suspicion that 
they have been injured ; therefore I will not inquire mto the 
matter. Why? — because it may raise disturbances. But 
what disturbance could it raise ? — ^The mother is disarmed and 
could not hurt the Nabob. All her landed estates he knew 
were confiscated. He knew all her money was in his own 
possession ; he knew she had not the means, if she had been 
disposed, to create intrigues and cabals — what disturbance 
then could he created by his sending a letter to know what 
she had to say upon the subject of her wrongs ? 

“ says he, “ the Begums iJiinh tkemsehes aggrieved.^ ^ 
Observe, my lords, that the institution of an inquiry is no 
measure of the Begums ; it is an order of the court of direc- 
tors, made by tbem upon bis own representation of his own 
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case, and upon notliing else. The Begums did not dare to 
murmur. — They did not dare to ask for redress, Grod knows 
the poor creatures were at or about the time his prisoners ; 
robbed — stripped of everything ; without hope and without 
resource. — But the directors, doing their duty upon that oc- 
casion, did condemn him upon his own false representations 
contained m that bundle of affidavits, upon which his coun- 
sel now contend that your lordships should acquit him. But, 
says he, are they to appeal to a foreign jurisdiction ? When 
these women were to be robbed, we were not foreigners to 
them ; on the contrary, we adjudged them guilty of rebellion. 
We sent an EngHsh chief justice to collect materials of ac- 
cusation against them. We sent English officers to take 
their money. The whole was an English transaction. When 
wrong is to he done, we have then an interest in the country 
to justify our acting in it ; hut when the question is of re- 
dressing wrongs, when the question is of doing justice, when 
the question is of inquiry, when the question is of hearing 
complaints, then it is a foreign jurisdiction. — You are to 
suffer Mr. Hastings to make it foreign, or to make it domes- 
tic, just as it answers his purposes. — But they are to appeal 
against a man standing in the relation of son and grandson 
to them^ and to appeal to the justice of those who have been 
the abettors and instruments of their imputed wrongs. 

Why, my lords, if he allows that he is the abettor of and 
the instrument to which the directors impute these wrongs, 
why, I ask, does he, with those charges lying upon him, ob- 
ject to all inquiry in the manner you have seen ? 

But the Company’s Grovemor is, it seems, all at once trans- 
formed into a great sovereign — the majesty of justice ought 
to be approached with solicitation. Here, my lords, he for- 
gets at once the court of directors ; he forgets the laws of 
England, he forgets the act of parliament, he forgets that any 
obedience is due to his superiors. The Begums were to ap- 
proach him by the orders of the court of directors j he sets at 
nought these orders, and asserts that he must he approached 
with solicitations. “ Timef says he, “ has obliterated thei/r 
sujfmngsJ''* Oh ! what a halm of oblivion time spreads over 
the wrongs, wounds, and afflictions of others, in the mind of 
the person who inflicts those wrongs and oppressions I The 
oppressor soon forgets. This robbery took place in 17 ... j 
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it was in the year 1783, when he asserted that the waters of 
Lethe had been poured over all their wrongs and oppres- 
sions. 

Your lordships will mark this insulting language, when he 
says that both the order of the directors and the appli<»tian 
of the Begums for redress must be soliciiatioTis to Mm. 

[Here Mr. Burke was interrupted by Mr. JELmiings, who 
said, “ My lords, there was no order. I find a man’s patience 
may be exhausted. I hear so many falsehoods, that I must 
declare there was no order of the court of directors. Borgive 
me, my lords. He may say what he pleases ; I will not 
again controvert it. But there is no order : if there is, read 
it.”] 


Mr. BurJce then proceeded. Judge you, my lords, what 
the insolence, audacity, and cruelty of this man must have 
been, from his 'want of patience in his present situation, and 
when he dares to hold this language here. Your lordships 
will reckon -with him for it, or the world will reckon with 
you. 

Mr. Sastings here again interrupted Mr. Burke and said, 
“ There was no order for inquiry.” 

Mr. Burke . — Your lordships have heard the letter read*; 
I mean the letter from the directors, which I read just now. 
You will judge whether it is an order or not. I did hope 
withm these two days to put an end to this business ; but 
when your lordships hear us charged with direct falsehood 
at your bar ; when you hear this wicked 'wretch who is be- 
fore you — 

Brom a lord. — Order, order, order. 

Mr. Burke. — Order, my lords, we call for in the name of 
the Commons. Your lordships have heard ns accused at 
your bar of falsehood, after we bad read the order upon 
which our assertion was founded. This man, whom we 
have described as the scourge and terror of India, — this man 
gets up, and charges us, not 'with a mistake, an error, a wrong 
construction, but a direct falsehood ; and adds, that his pa- 
tience is worn out with the falsehood he hears. This is not 
an EngHsh court of justice if such a thing is peiunitted. Wo 
beg leave to retire, and take instructions from our constitu- 
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ents. He ought to be sent to Bridewell for going on in this 
manner. 

[Mr, Windham here read the letter again.'] 

Mr, Burke , — "With regard to the ravings of this unhappy 
man, I am sure, if I were only considering what passed from 
him to the managers in this box, and knowing what allow- 
ance is due to a wounded conscience, brought before an 
awM tribunal, and smarting under the impressions of its 
own guilt, I would pass them over. But, my lords, we have 
the honour of the Commons, we have the honour of this court, 
to sustain. [Tour lordships, the other day, for an offence 
committed against a constable, who was keeping the way 
under your orders, did very justly, and to the great satisfac- 
tion of the public, commit the party to Bridewell, for a much 
slighter insult against the honour and dignity of your court.] 
And I leave it therefore for the present, till your lordships 
can seriously consider what the mode of proceeding in this 
matter ought to be. — now proceed. — 

We have read to your lordships the orders of the court of 
directors ; I again say we consider them as orders ; your 
lordships are as good judges of the propriety of the term as 
we are. You have heard them read ; you have also heard 
that the council at Calcutta considered them as orders j for 
resolutions were moved upon them ; and Mr. Stables, in evi- 
dence before you here, who was one of the council, so con- 
sidered them ; and yet this man has the frantic audacity m 
this place to assert that they were not orders, and to declare 
that he cannot stand the repetition of such abominable false- 
hoods as are perpetually urged against him. We cannot con- 
ceive that your lordships will suffer this, and if you do, 1 
promise you, the Commons will not suffer the justice of the 
country to he trifled with and insulted in this manner ; be- 
cause, if such conduct be suffered by your lordships, they 
must say that very disagreeable consequences will ensue, and 
very disa^eeahle inferences will he drawn by the public con- 
cerning it. Ton will forgive, and we know how to forgive, 
the ravings of people smaking under a conscious sense of 
their guilt. But when we are reading documents given in 
evidence, and are commenting upon them, the use of this 
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kind of language realiv deserves your lordskips* consider- 
ation. As for us, we regard it no more than we should other 
noise and brawlings of criminals, who in irons may be led 
through the streets, raving at the magistrate that has com- 
mitted them. We consider him as a poor, miserable man, 
railing at his accusera ; it is natural he should fell into all 
these frantic ravings, but it is not fit or natural that the 
court should indulge him in them. Tour lordships shall now 
hear in what sense Mr. Wheler and Mr. Stables, two other 
members of the council, understood this letter. 

Mr. Wheler thus writes : — “ It always has been, and will 
be, my wish to perform imphcitiy the orders of the court of 
directors, and I trust that the opinion which I shall give 
upon that part of the court’s letter which is now before us 
will not be taken up against its meaning, as going to a breach 
of them ; the orders at present under the hoard’s consider- 
ation are entirely provisional. 

“ Nothing has passed smce the conclusion of the agree- 
ment made by tbe G-ovemor-G-eneral with the Tizier at Cbu- 
nar wbicb induces me to allow the opinion which I before 
Held, as well as from tbe G-overnor- General’s reports to this 
hoard, as the opinions which I have heard of many individu- 
als, totally unconcerned in the subject, that the Begums at 
Byzahad did take a hostile part agamst the Company during 
the disturbances at Benares; and I am impressed with a 
conviction that this conduct of the Begums did not proceed 
entirely from motives of self-defence ; hut as the court of 
directors seem to he of a different opinion, and conceive that 
there ought to he stronger proofs of the defection of the Be- 
gums than have been laid before them, I think that before 
we decide on their orders the late and present resident at 
the Vizier’s court, and the commanding officers in the Vizier’s 
country, ought to he required to collect and lay before tbe 
board all the mformation they can obtain with respect to the 
defection of the Begums during the troubles in Benares, and 
tlieir present disposition to the Company.” 

Mr. Stables, September 9th, 1783, writes thus : — “ The 
court of directors, by tbeir letter of tbe 14th. Behmary, 1783, 
seem not to he satisfied that the disaffection of the Begums 
to this government is sufficiently proved by the evidence 
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■before tbem. I therefore think that the late and present 
r^ident, and commanding officers in the Yizier’s country at 
the time, should he called upon to collect -what further in- 
formation they can on the subject, in which the honour and 
dignity of the government is so materially concerned, and 
that such information may be immediately transmitted to the 
court of directors ” 

"When questioned upon this subject at your lordships’ bar, 
he gives this evidence : — “ Q. "What was your motive for pro- 
posmg that investigation ? — A. A letter from the court of 
directors ; I conceived it to he ordered by them. Q, Did 
you conceive the letter of the court of directors positively to 
direct that inquiry ? — A. I did so certainly at the time, and I 
beg to refer to the minutes which expressed it. [A question 
was put to the same witness by a noble lord ] Q. The wit- 
ness has stated, that at the time he has mentioned he con- 
ceived the letter from the court of directors to order an 
inquiry, and that it was upon that opioion that he regulated 
his conduct, and his proposal for such inquiry ; I wish to 
know whether the expression at the time was merely casual, 
or am I to understand from it that the witness has altered 
his opinion of the intention of this letter since that time ? — 
A. I certainly retain that opinion, and I wished the inquiry 
to go on.” 

My lords, you see that his colleagues so understood it. 
Xou see that we so understood it, and still you have heard 
the prisoner, after charging us with falsehood, msultingly teU 
us we may go on as we please, we may go on in our own 
way. If your lordships think that it was not a positive order 
which Mr. Hastmgs was bound to obey, you wiU acquit him 
of the breach of it. But it is a most smgular thing, among 
all the astonishing circumstances of this case, that this man, 
who has heard, from the beginning to the end of his trial, 
breaches of the Company’s orders constantly charged upon 
him, — nay, I will venture to say that there is not a single 
step that we have taken m this prosecution, or in observations 
upon evidence, in which we have not charged him -with an 
avowed direct breach of the Company’s order — ^you have 
heard it ten times this day, — in his defence before the Com- 
mons he declares he did intentionally, in naming Mr. Mark- 
ham, break the Company’s orders : — ^it is smgular, i say, that 
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tills maE should now pretend to he so sore upon this point. 
What is it now that makes him "break through all the rules 
of common decency and common propriety, and show all the 
burnings of guilt, upon being accused of the breach of one 
of the innumerable orders which he has broken ; of which 
he has avowed the breaking, and attempted to justify himself 
a thousand times in the Company’s books for having broken ? 

My lords, one of bis own body, one of the council, baa 
sworn at your bar wbat he repeatedly declared to be his 
sense of it. We consider it as one of the strongest orders 
that can be given, because the reason of the order is added 
to it ; the directors declaring that, if it should not be found 
upon inquirj' — you see, my lords, it puts the very case — if 
you do not find such and such things, we shall consider the 
English honour wounded and stained, and we direct yon to 
make reparation. There are, in fact, two orders contained in 
this letter, which we take to be equally strong and positive 5 
and we charge him with the breach of both — namely, the or- 
der for inquiry, and the conditional order of restoring to the 
Begums their jaghires, or making satisfaction for them ; and 
in case of any apprehension of reluctance in the Xaboh, to 
bring them for security into the Company’s territories. The 
two last positive orders are preceded by the supposition of 
an inquiry which was to justify him either in the acts he 
had done, or to justify him in making restitution. He did 
neither the one nor the other. We aver that he disobeyed 
all these orders. And now let his impatience break out 
again. 

Your lordships have seen, amongst the various pretences 
by which this man has endeavoured to justify his various de- 
linquencies, that of fearing to offend the JS’abob, W the re- 
storation of their jaghires to the Begums, is one. Your lord- 
ships will form your own judgment of the truth or falsehood 
of this pretence, when you shall have heard the letter which 
I shall now read to you, written to Mr, Hastings by the 
Nabob himself. 

Xetier from the N'aboh Vizier to Mr, Mastings, 2Bf]t 
Mhruary, 1782. 

“ You performed on every occasion towards me whatever 
was becoming of friendship ; I too have done whatever affeo 
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tion required and you commanded, and in future also, what- 
ever may be your pleasure, there shall he no deviation there- 
from, because whatever you direct is altogether for my bene- 
fit. The business for which I came to Fyzabad is become 
settled by your favour , particulars will become known to 
your -wisdom from the writings of Mr Middleton lam 
grateful for your favours. If in these matters you sincerely 
approve me, communicate it, for it will be a comfort to me. 
Having appointed my own aumils to the jaghire of the lady 
mother, I have engaged to pay her cash. She has complied 
with my views. Her pleasure is, that after receiving an en- 
gagement he should deliver up the jaghires. What is your 
pleasure in this matter ? If you command, it will comfort 
the lady mother giving her hack the jaghire after I have ob- 
tained my views ; or I wiU have it under my aumil. I am 
obedient to your pleasure.” 

Tour lordships here see the Begum a suppliant to have her 
jaghire restored (after entering into some engagement that 
might have been required of her), and the Habob, in a tone 
equally suppliant, expressing his consent, at least, that her 
request should he comphed with, if the command of Mr. 
Hastings could be procured. My lords, in order to save your 
lordships’ time, and that I might not overload this business, 
I did not mtend to have troubled you with any observations 
upon this part of it ; but the charge of falsehood which the 
pnsoner at your bar has had the audacity to bring against us 
lias mduced me to lay it more particularly before you. We 
have now done with it , but before we retire, your lordships 
will permit me to recapitulate briefly the substance of what 
has now been urged respecting his conduct towards these 
miserable women. We accuse him of reiterated breaches of 
the orders of the court of directors, both m the letter and 
spirit of them, and of his contempt of the opinions which 
his colleagues in office had formed of them, we charge him 
with the aggravation of these dehnquencies, by the oppres- 
sion and rum which they brought upon the family of the 
K^bob, by the infraction of treaties, and by the disrepute 
which in his person was sustained by the government he 
represented, and by the stain left upon the justice, honour, 
and good faith of the English nation. We charge him with 
their further aggravation, by sundry false pretences alleged 
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by him in justification of this conduct, the pretended reiy< tance 
of the Jsabob, the fear of ofieudin^ him, the suggestion oi 
the Begums having forgotten and forgiven the wrongs they 
had suffered, and of the danger of reviving their discontent 
by any attempt to redress them, and by his insolent language, 
that the majesty of justice, with which he impudently invests 
himself, was only to be approached with solicitation. "We 
have further stated, that the pretence that he was only con- 
cerned in this business as an accessary is equally false ; it 
being on the contrary notorious that the Nabob was the 
accessary, forced into the service, and a mere instrument in 
his hands ; and that he and Sir Elijah Impey (whose em- 
ployment in this business we stated as a further aggravation), 
w'ere the authors and principal agents. And we further con- 
tend, that each of these aggravations and pretences is itself, 
in fact and in its principle, a substantive crime 

Your lordships witnessed the insolence with which this 
man. stung to the quick bj" the recital of bis cnme, inter- 
rupted me ; and you heard his reenmmatiou of falsehood 
against us. YTe again avouch the truth of all and every word 
w^e have uttered, and the validity of every proof with which 
we have supported them Let his impatience, I say, now 
again burst forth ; he who feels so sensibly everything that 
touches him, and yet seeks for an act of indemnity for his 
own atrocities, by endeavouring to make you believe that the 
wrongs of a desolated family are, within one year, forgotten 
by them, and buried in oblivion. 

I trust, my lords, that both his prosecutors and liis judges 
will evince that patience which the criminal wants, J ustice 
is not to wait to have its majesty approached with solicitation ; 
we see that throne in which resides invisibly, but virtually, 
the Majesty of England ; w’e see your lordships representing 
in succession the juridical authority in the highest court m 
this kingdom ; but we do not approach you with solicitation , 
we make it a petition of right ; wO claim it ; we demand it 
The right of seeking redress is not suppliant even before the 
Majesty of England; it comes boldly forward, and never thinks 
it offends its sovereign by claiming what is the right of all 
his people. 

We have now done with this business ; a business as atro- 
cious as any that is known in the history of mankind ; a husi- 

roL. vin. s 
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BfS3 that IwH stained, throughout all Asia, the British charac- 
ter and b\ ’fthich our fame for honour, integrity, and public 
faith has^ been forfeited; a business which has introduced us 
throughout that country, as breakers of laith, destroyers of 
tri*atieh. plunderers of the weak and unprotected ; and has 
di<han<mred^ and mil fur ever dishonour, the British name. 
Yimr lordships have had all this in evidence. You have seen 
m what manner the Xabob, his country, his revenues, his 
subjects, his mother, his family, his nobility, and all their for- 
tunes, real and personal, have been disposed of by the prisoner 
at your bar ; and having seen this, you wiD, by the impatience 
of this criminal, estimate the patience of the unfortunate 
women into whose injuries lie refused to inquire. What he 
would not do, the Commons have done. They know that 
you have a feeling different from that w'hich he manifested on 
this CMscasion ; they do not approach you suppliantly, but de- 
mand justice ; they insist that as the Commons have done 
their part, your lordships will perform yours 

We shall next proceed to show your lordships how he 
acted towards another set of w omen, the w'omen of the late 
Sujah Bowlah. and for w'hom the directors bad ordered a 
maintenance to be secured by an express treaty. You will 
see that he is cruel towards the weak sex, and to all others, 
ID proportion as they are w’eak and pow erless to resist him. 

You w*ill see, I say, when he had usurped the w^hole go- 
vernment of Glide, and brought it into a servile dependence 
on Inmself, how these women fared, and then your lordships 
w ill judge w^betber or not, and in what degree, he is criminal. 


[Adjourned. 
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TRIAL. 


THURSDAY, 12x11 JUNE, 17 '^ 4 . 


SEVENTH BAY OF EEPEY. 

(Mr. Bitbke ) 

Mt Lords, — AVlien I had last the honour of addressing 
your lordships from this place, inj observations were principally 
directed to the unjust eunfiseation and seizure of the jaghires 
and treasures of the Begums, without previous accusation or 
trial, or subsequent inquiry into their conduct, in violatiou 
of a treaty made with them and guaranteed by the East India 
Company ; — to the long imprisonment and cruel treatment 
of their ministers, and to the false pretences and abominable 
principles by which the prisoner at your bar has attempted 
to justify bis conduct. 

The several acts of Holence and of oppression were, as we 
have shown your lordships, committed with circumstances of 
aggravated atrocity highly disgraceful to the British name 
and characier ; and particularly by bis forcing the ISTabob to 
become the means and instrument of reducing his mother 
and grandmother and their families to absolute want and dis- 
tress 

I have now to call your attention to his treatment of 
another branch of this miserable family ; the women and 
children of the late ISTabob Sujah nl Dowiah. These persons 
were dependent upon the Begums; and, by the confiscation of 
their property, and by the ruin of various persons who would 
otherwise liave contributed to their maintenance, were 
reduced to the last extremity of indigence and want. Being 
left without the common necessanes of life, they w*ere driven 
to the necessity of breaking through all those local princi- 
ples of decorum which constitute the character of the female 
sex in that part of the w'orld ; and, after fruitless supplica- 
tions and shrieks of famine, they endeavoured to break the 
enclosure of the palace, and to force their way to the market- 
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place ill order to beg for bread. Wben they had thus been 
forced to submit to the extremity of disgrace and degradation, 
by exposing themselves to public view with the starving chil* 
dren of their late sovereign, the brothers and sisters of the 
reigning prince, they were, in this attempt, attacked by the 
tfC*po} s armed with bludgeons, and driven back by blows into 
the palace. 

My lords, we have first laid before you the sufferings and 
disgraces of women of the first distinction in Asia ; protected 
by their rank — protected by their sex — protected by their 
near relation to the prince of the country — ^protected by two 

f uarantees of the representative of the British government in 
ndia, We now come to another class of women who suf- 
fered by the violent misappropriation of the revenues of the 
Nabob, by -ivhich their regular allowance was taken from 
them ; and your lordships will find that this man’s crimes, 
at every step we take, ripen into guilt , his acts of positive 
injustice are always aggravated by his conduct with regard to 
the consequences of them, and form but a small part in the 
mass of oppression and tyranny which we have brought before 
you. 

My lords, the unjust seizure of the jaghires and treasures 
of the Begums, out of which those women were maintained, 
reduced them to a state of indigence, and exposed them not 
ctnly to the sufferings which belong to the physical nature of 
man, but alM> to the indignities w'hich particularly affected 
their sex and condition. But before I proceed, I will beg 
lea^e to restate to your lordships and recall to your memory 
who these women were. The Nabob Sujah Dowlah had but 
one legitimate wife ; though the Mahomedan law admits of 
this number’s being extended in certain cases even to four — 
yet it is for the most part held disreputable, especially when 
a person is married to a woman of the first distinction, to 
have more than one legitimate wife. Upon looking into the 
Hedam, your lordships will see with what extreme ngour for- 
nication is forbidden ; hut we know that persons of high rank, 
by customs that supersede both religion and laws, add to the 
number of their wives, or substitute in their room wives of a 
subordinate description, and indulge themselves in this license 
to an unlimited degree , you will find in Chardin’s Travels, 
where he treats 'of fche subject of marriage, that such is the 
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custom of all the princes of the East, The wives of this 
subordinate class, though they are in reality no better than 
concubines, and are subject to the power and caprices of their 
lords, are yet allowed in the eye of the severest moralists to 
have some excuse for their frailty au<I their weakness ; and 
they accordingly always do find a degree of favour m tins 
world, and become the object of particular protection. 

"We know that Sujah til Bowlah was a man unquestionably 
in his manners very licentious with regard to women, that he 
had a great number of these women m his family ; and that 
his women and the women attendant upon the persons of his 
favourites had increased to a very great number. 'We know 
that his sons amounted to twenty ; or according to Mr Hast- 
ings’s own account to nineteen. Montesquieu supposes that 
there are more females bom in the East than in the "West. 
But he says this upon no good ground. know by better 
and more regular information concerning this matter, that the 
birth of males and females in that country is in the same 
proportion as it is here , and therefore if you suppose tbat he 
had tw'enty sons, yon may suppose he had about nineteen 
daughters. By the customs of that country all these sons 
and daughters were considered as persons of eminent distinc- 
tion, though inferior to the legitimate children ; assuming 
the rank of their father, without considering the rank which 
their mother held. All these wives with their children, and 
all their female servants and attendants, amounting in the 
whole to about eight hundred persons, were shut up in wbat 
they call the Khourd Mhal, or lesser palace. This place is 
described by one of the witnesses to be about as large as St. 
James’s Square. Your lordships have been told that in other 
circumstances, as w'ell as this, these women were considered 
as objects of a great degree of respect, and of the greatest de- 
gree of protection. I refer your lordships to the treaty by 
w'hieh their maintenance was guaranteed by the English go- 
vernment. 

In order to let your lordships see that I state nothing to 
you but what is supported not only by general history, which 
is enough to support an account of general manners, Ibut by 
the particuks* and peculiar opinions of a person best informed 
of the nature of the case, I will refer you to the Nabob him- 
self ; for undoubtedly the Nabob of Oude, the Tizier of the 
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empire, tBe subatlar of the country, was most likely to be vhe 
best judge of what respect was due to the Momen of his 
father’s family. I ^ ill therefore read to your lordships, from 
his ora lettere, what the Nabob’s opinion was upon this sub- 
ject. 

Extract of a letter from the Tizier, received 23rd of August, 
17b2 . — ‘‘1 ne\er found resource equal to the necessary ex- 
penses. E/ery year by taking from the ministers and sellmg 
the articles of my Harkhanna, I with great distress transacted 
the business , but I could not take care of my dependants, 
so that some of my brothers, from their difficulties, arose and 
departed ; and the people of the Khourd IVIhal of the late 
Nawab, who are all my mothers, from their distresses are re- 
duced to poverty and involved in difficulties; no man of 
rank is deficient m the care of his dependants, m proportion 
to Ins ability.” 

Another letter from the Yizier, received the 31st July, 
ITSl : — “ My brother, dear as life, Saadit AH Khan, has re- 
quested that I would permit his mother to go and reside Mith 
him, my friend, all the mothers of my brothers and the 
vi omen, of the late Nawab, whom I respect as my ora mothers, 
are here, and it is incumbent upon me to support them , ac- 
cordingly I do It. and It IS improper that they should be 
separated, nor do I approve it By God’s blessing and your 
kindness, I hope that all the women of the late Nawab may 
remam here ; it is the wish also of my grandmother and my 
mother that they should.” 

Tour lordships now see in what degree of estimation the 
Nabob held these women. He regarded the wives of his 
father as his honorary mothers ; he considers their children 
as his brethren ; he thinks it would be highly dishonourable 
to his government, if one of them was taken out of the 
sanctuary in which they are placed, and in wdiich, he says, 
the great of the country are obliged to maintam their de- 
pendants. This is the account given by the person best 
acquainted with the usages of the country, best acquainted 
with his own duties, best acquainted with’ his own wishes. 

Now, my lords, you Mill see in what light another person, 
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acjent of a trarliii" Company, '«}io designates Ijimstlf 
nnder the name of ]Majeaty, and assumes other great distiik*- 
tsons, presumes also to eonsnier these persons; and in "Viljat 
eontempt he is pleased to Indd nhat is res|)ecteti and what 
IS held sacred iti that countrv . "VVhut I am now going to 
quote is from the ])nsouer s second defence. For I 
remind your hirdships, that Mr Hastings has made three de- 
iences ; one in the Hou^e of Commons, another in the lobby 
of the House of Commons, and a third at your lordshijis’ bar. 
The second defence, though delivered without name, to the 
members in the lobby of ‘the Houasc of C^tmmo^^, has been 
proved at your lordships’ bar to be written by hiinselt 
This lobby, this out-of-door, defence militates in some re- 
spects, as your lord>hips will find, with the in-door defence , 
but it probably contains tlie real sentiments of Mr Ha»ling& 
himself, delivered with a little more freeness when he get- 
into the open air, like the man who was so vam of some silly 
plot he had hatched, that he told it to the hackney coachman, 
and every man he met m the streets. 

He says, “ Begums are the ladies of an Eastern prince, but 
these wmmen are also st\led the ladies of the late Vizier, and 
their sufferings are painted in such strong colours, that the 
unsuspecting reader is led to mix the subjects together, and 
to suppose that these latter too were princesses of Oude ; 
that all their sufferings proceeded from some act of mine, or 
had the sanction of my authority or permission. The fact 
is, that the persons of the Khourd Mahl (or little seraglio) 
were young creatures, picked up wherever youth and beauty 
could be found, and mostly purchased from amongst the most 
necessitous and meanest ranks of the people, for the Xaboh’s 
pleasures.” In the in-door defence, he says, ^*The said 
women, who were mostly persona of low condition, and the 
said children, if any such there were, lived m the Khourd 
Mahl, on an establishment entirely distinct from the said 
Begums.” 

My lords, you have seen w’hat was the opinion of the 
Kabob, who ought to know the nature and circumstances of 
his father’s palace, respecting these women ; you hear w’hat 
Mr. Hastings’s opmion is : and now the question is, whether 
your lordships will consider these women in the same light 
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ia whicb tbe person does who is most nearly connected with 
them, and most likely to know them, or in the way m which 
Mr. liastmgs has thought proper within doors and without 
doors to describe them. Tour lordships will be pleased to 
ohsene, that be has brought no proof wdiatever ot facts, which 
are so boldly asserted by him in defiance of proof to the con- 
trary, totally at variance with the letter of the son of the man 
to whom these women belonged. Tour lordships, I say, will 
remark, that he has produced not one word of evidence, either 
within the House of Commons or the House of Peers, or in the 
lobby, or anywhere else, to verify any one w'ord he has said. 
He slanders these women, in order to lessen that compassion 
w’hich your lordships might have for the sufferings he inflicted 
u^n them. But admitting that some of these women were 
of a meaner condition, and that they derived nothing from their 
connexion with the dignity of the person by whom they had 
children (and we know that in the whole they amount to 
about fourscore children, the Xabob having a race hke the 
patriarchs of old, as many great persons in that part of the 
world still have), — supposing, I say, all this to be true ; yet 
when persons are reduced from ease and affluence to misery 
and distress, they naturally excite in the mmd a greater 
degree of compassion by comparing the circumstances in 
which they once stood, with those into which they arc 
fallen ; for famine, degradation, and oppression ivere famine, 
degradation, and oppression to those persons, even though 
they were as mean as Mr. Hastings chooses to represent 
them. But I hope, as you will sympathize with the great 
on account of their condition, that you wiU sympathize with 
all mankind on the ground of the common condition of hu- 
manity, which belongs to us all ; therefore I hope your lord- 
ships will not consider the calumny of Mr. Hastings against 
those women as any other than as an aggravation of his 
offence against them. That is the light in which the House 
of Commons considered it ; for they had heard both his in- 
door and out-door defence, and they still persevered in 
making the charge, and do persevere in making it still. 

We have first stated what these women were ; in what 
light they stood with the Habob ; in what light they stood 
with the country at large. I have now to state in what liglit 
they stood with the British government, previous to this in- 
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Tasion of their rights ; and we w ill prove they were the actual 
subjects of a guarantee by the Company. 

Extract from an agreement made by Mr. Middleton, to all 
the particulars of which he engages to procure a treaty from 
the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah after his arrival, and that he 
•will also sign it, as follows : — 

“Eirst, that whenever the Begum shall choose to go to 
Mecca, she shall be permitted to go.” 

“ Second, that when the Nabob shall arrive, I (Mr. Mid- 
dleton) will procure suitable allowances to be made to the 
ladies of the zenana and the children of the late Nabob 
Sujah ul Dow lab, and take care that they are paid.” 

“ Third, that the festivals (shaddee) and marriages of the 
children of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah shall he at the 
disposal of the Begum; whenever she thinks proper she 
shall marry them ; and whatever money shall be necessary 
for these expenses shall be paid by the Nabob.” 

“ Fourth, that the Syer of Coia Gunge and Ally Gunge 
shall be retained by the Begum as heretofore.” 

“ Fifth, that I (Mr. Middleton) will, upon the arrival of 
the Nabob, procure Tizier Gunge and the garden of Sepoy 
dand Khan, or their equivalent, for the Begum.” 

“ Sixth, that I (Mr. Middleton) wull endeavour to obtain 
from the Nabob the sum of 1,150,000 rupees on account of 
the purchase of Metchee Bohaun, and the house of Sahebjee, 
and the fort of the Gossim, with the land and garden and 
the harraderry on the banks of Goomply, and bazaar and 
garden of the house of Mahnarain and the house of Beng 
Peofand at Lucknow; all of which the Nabob Azoph ul 
Dowlah has assumed possession of.” 

“ Seventh, that I will settle -with the Nabob the allow- 
ances to be made in ready money to tbe ladies of the zenana 
and others specified, in the following amount: Total, 17 
lacks, 250 rupees per month.” 

“ Eighth, upon the arrival of the Nabob Azoph ul Dowlah. 
Bahadre, I will endeavour with all my influence to settle the 
monthly allow’ances of Mohrum Ally Khan and Mahmud 
Eltifant Khan, Ac., the attendants of the Begums.” 

“ Ninth, that if the Begum shall go to Mecca, she shall 
leave her mahals and jaghires ‘bo the Begum, the mother of 
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Azoph III Dow lab, who shall remit the revenues thereof to 
the Bmree Begum ; no one shall prevent her enjoying her 
jaghires.” 

Xow, my lords, we will read the copy of an engagement 
under the seal of the IS'abob Azoph ul Dowlah, and under 
the seal and signature m English of ^Ir. Middleton, as fol- 
lows 

“ First, I, who am the Xabob Azoph ul Dowlah Bahadre, 
do agree, that the jaghires and the ginges and monthly al- 
lowance of the officer^ and senunts, and of the ladies of the 
zenana, and of those specified in the accounts annexed, shall 
be at the disposal and under the management and authority 
of the Begum, and no one shall oppose or prevent it ; this I 
will punctually observe. In this agreement Mrj» Middleton 
and tlie English are engaged.” 

“ Second, whenever the Begum may choose to go to Mecca 
I will not oppose it.” 

“ Third, whenever the Begum should go to Mecca, she 
shall leave her lands, jaghires, <&c., either m the care, of my 
mother or of me , and I w ill procure hills for the amount of 
their revenues, and send them to her : no one shall oppose 
this ” 

Fourth, the Begum shall have authority over all the 
ladies of her zenana, she shall let them remain with me, and 
not let them go anywhere without my permission, or keep 
them with her.” 

“Fifth, the jaghires Coda G-unge and Ally Gunge, &c, 
with the mahal and syer belonging to the Begum and made 
over, shall remain as heretofore m her possession. Total, 
14460 rupees per month.” ’ 

“ Eighth, the Begum has authority over the ladies and at- 
tendants of the zenana ; neither myself nor any one else will 
oppose it.” 

“ Ninth, the Begum (my ^andmother) shall have the au- 
thority in all festivals, and in the marriage of the children 
of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and with the consent of 
m liother and myself, shall regulate them ; excepting in 
the festivals (shaddee), the authority is mine.” 

The En^ish are guarantees to the above engagements, so 
long as the Begum snail exist.” 
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Toiirlnrtlaliips observe somt-thing here worthy of your 
notice Ton will fin^t percene, that the veiy treaty in which 
Mr. Hastings, by his representative, 3Ir. ^Hiddleton, was a 
party concerned, supposes that the Xahub Sujah ul Howlah had 
other children besidt's the reigning prince by his sole legiti 
mate wife ; and \et Mr llastinjjs in his defence has thought 
proper, with a full hnowleilge of that circumstance, to doubt 
whether there were any other children. You next see, that 
these women have Mr. Middleton’s (that is, >Ir- Hastings’s) 
guarantee for the allowances which are made and settled upon 
them, and for the maintenance of their attendants, for the 
secuntj and*enjo}ment of their own po^^cs^lons, for their 
having a law officer of hiuh rank, a nioulavre of their own. 
In short, there is a regular establishriRnt formed for all 
these wonjen, they are not separated as a part distiiat from 
the Begums ; but they are put, b}' this 'very guarantee, entirely 
under their management ; the maintenance of the children is 
secured, the whole order and economy of their establishment 
IS delivered entirely to the Begum the grandmother and the 
Begum the mother of the Xabob 

My lords, you see that all these arrangements have the 
solemn guarantee of the Company, and that these women 
form a very considerable part of that guarantee ; and therefore 
your lordships will not treat their sufferings, inflicted in vio- 
lation of the Company’s own settlement and guarantee, as a 
matter of no consideration for you. But to proceed — 

"We ha^e proved to your lordships that the JSiabob was re- 
duced to a state of the greatest possible misery and distress ; 
that his whole revenue was sequestered into the hands of 
Mr. Hastings’s agents ; and that by the treaty of Chunar he 
was to he relieved from the expense of a body of troops, with 
which he had been burdened without his own voluntary con- 
sent ; nay more, the temporary brigade which Mr Hastings 
proposed to take off, hut kept on ; which he considers not only 
as a great distress to his finances, hut a dreadful scourge and 
calamity to his country ; there was a whole pension list upon 
it, with such enormous pensions as £18,000 a year to Sir 
Eyre Coote, and other pensions that Mr. Hastings proposed 
to take off, but did not. That m proportion as the J^vaboh’s 
distress increased, Mr. Hastings’s demands increased too , he 
was not satisfied with taking from him for the Company, but 
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he took from him for himself ; he demanded £600,000 as a 
loan, -v^lieii he knew he had neither money nor credit. 

The eonsequence of these acts of violence was, that these 
people, besieged by the English troops, and deprived of every 
rewuree, eien of the funds of charity, by which the protect- 
ors of the family, male and female, might have relieved them, 
but which the cruel rapacity of Mr. Hastings had either en- 
tirely taken away or greatly diminished, were reduced to 
the Itet extremity of distress. 

After the len^h of time which has elapsed since we first 
brought these matters, with their proofs, I ^ all^bf;>g leave, 
^before y on go to jnd^enfc . to refresh vour Memory with a 
recital of a eviden oftp in .ordftT ! t h at-yoiir lordships 

^miay again fiifly^nd distinctly comprehend the nature and 
oppr essjpn,jpm^y, aEEd“ injustice coaemitted by 
I^ Enrastiaffl i^aM by idHdTybjCHSy jestimate the punish- 
ment you will inflict upon him. 

Letter from Captain Leonard Jaques to LLichard Johnson, JEsq , 
Resident at the Tizier^s Court; March Qth, 1782. 

‘‘ Sir, — The w'omen belonging to the Klhonrd Mahl com- 
plain of their being in want of every necessary of life, and 
are at last drove to that desperation, that they at night get 
on the top of the zenana, make a great disturbance, and last 
night not only abused the sentinels posted in the gardens, 
but threw dirt at them , they threatened to throw themselves 
from the walls of the zenana, and also to break out of it. 
Humanit}" obliges me to acquaint you of this matter, and to 
request to know if you have any direction to give me concern- 
ing it. I also beg leave to acquaint you, I sent for Lataffit 
All Ehan, the eqjah who has the charge of them, who in- 
formed me their complamt is well grounded, that they have 
sold everything they had, even to the clothes from their backs, 
and now have no means of existing ; enclosed, I transmit 
you a letter from Monatall on the subject.” 

Letter from Captain Jaques to Ltichard Johnson, JEsq. ; 

March ^th, 1782 

“ Sir,-— I beg leave to address you again concerning the 
women in the Khourd Mahl ; their behaviour last night was 
so furious, that there seemed the greatest probability of their 
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proceeding to tlse utmost extremities, and that they would 
either throw themstdves from the %alls, or force the doors of 
the zenana. I have made every inquiry concerning the 
cause of their complaints, and tind from Lataffit AH Khan 
that they are m a starving condition, having sold all their 
clothes and necessaries, and now havT nut wherewithal to 
support nature; and as my instructions are quite silent upon 
this head, should be glad to know' how to prt>eeed in ease they 
were to force the doors of the zenana ; as I su^pect it w lil 
happen, should no subsistence be verv' quickh sent to them.” 

Letter from Major Gilpin to John Bristow^ Esq., Besiient 
at the Court of Lucknow ; liOih October, 17*62. 

“Last night, about eight o’clock, the women in the 
Khourd Mlilil zenana, under the charge of Lataifit Ali Khan, 
assembled on the tops of the buildings, crv log in a most la- 
mentable manner for food ; that for the last four duv s they 
had got but a very scanty allowance, and that yesterdav they 
had got none. The melancholy cries of famine are more 
easily imagined than described , and from their representa- 
tions, I fear that the Xabob’s agents for that buauiess are v erv 
inattentive. I therefore think it requisite to make you ac- 
quainted with the circumstance, that ins excellency the AA- 
bob may cause his agents to be more circumspect m their 
conduct to these poor, unhappy women.” 

Letter from Mr. Bristow to Major Gilpin ; L 
4ifh November, 1782. 

“ Sir,^ — I have received your letters of the 12th, 19th, 
27th, and 80th ultimo. I commimieated the contents of that 
of the 30th to the minister, w'ho promised me to issue orders 
for the payment of a sum of money to relieve the distress of 
the Khourd Mahl. I shall also forw'ard a bill for 10,000 ru- 
pees to you in the course of three or four days ; and if in 
the mean time you may find means to supply to the amount 
of that sum, I will become personally responsible to you for 
the repayment ” 

Letter from Major Gilpin to John Bristow, Esq., at the 
Court of Lucknow ; Eyzahad, l^th November, 1782 

u repeated cries of the w omen in the Khourd 
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MaH Eenana for subsistence have been truly mekncholj 
They bej? most piteously for liberty, that they may earn 
their daily bread by laborious servitude, or be relieveci from 
their misery by immediate death. In consequence of their 
unhappy situation, I have this day taken the liberty of dratr- 
ing on you in favour of Eamnaram at ten days* sight for 
tv, enty son Kerah rupees, ten thousand of which I have paid 
to Cqja. Lataffit All JKlban, under whose charge that zena- 
na is.” 

These, my lords, are the state of the distresses in the 
year 178*2 ; and your lordships will see that they continued 
almost, with only occasional reliefs, during the period of that 
whole year- liiow* we enter into the year 1783, to show you 
that it continued during the whole time, and then I shall 
make a very few remarks upon it. 

I will now read to your lordships a part of Holt’s evi- 
dence, by which it is proved that Mr. Hastings w^as duly 
advertised of all these miserable and calamitous circum- 
Btances : — Q IVhether yon saw a letter of intelligence from 
Pyzabad, containing a relation of the treatment of the 
women in the Hhourd Mahir — A Yes, I did, and. translated 
it Q ^frum whom did it come r — A. Hooks Eoi Q Who 
was he r — A An agent of the resident at Pyzabad, employed 
for the purpose of transmitting information to the resident. 
Q Was that pajjer transmitted to jMr Hastings ? — A. To the 
best of my recollection it was transmitted to the board, after 
I had attested it. Q Do you remember at w’‘hat distance of 
time after tlie receipt of the intelligence respecting the dis- 
tresses of the Khourd ^lahl, that paper was transmitted to 
Calcutta ? — A I cannot say. Q Do yon believe it was 
transmitted within ten months after the time it was re- 
ceived? — A. I understood it to^ie a letter received just before 
It was transmitted. Q. Then yon understand it was trans- 
mitted as soon as received ? — A. Yes, in the course of three 
days. Q. Can you bring to your mmd the time at which the 
traasktion was made ?—A. To the best of my recollection it 
was in January, 1784. Whether the distresses that had 
been complained of had ceased for above a twelvemonth be- 
fore the distresses of the Khourd Mahl ? — A I understood 
they were new distresses Q. Then you state that tliat 
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accotint, transmitted in ITSi, was, aa }<m miaerstaiid, an 
account of new dist reuses r — A. Yea.” 

I shall now refer } our lurdhhips to pane f^99 of your printed 
minutes : — [The inanaejers for the Cumiiiuns acquainted the 
House that they w*ould iie\t read the pa|'>er of intelligence 
which had been authenticated by ]^Ir. Ilult, in his ei.ideiice 
at the bar, relative to the miserable sitxiutiun itf these w’omen, 

which they meant to bring home to 3lr lla-tincs *[-' An 

extract of a consultation of the 17th rehruarv, 1784. — At a 
<*ouneil; present, the Honoiirahle ^Yarren lla^tings, Esq., 
Governor-General, PreMJent; Edward "Wheler and John 
Stables, Esqrs , 3tr. Hacpherson absent from the presidency 
for the benefit of his health: The following letter and its 
enclosures w'ere reeeiTed from Mr, Bri^tow on the &th instant, 
and circulated, — “Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, — I have 
the honour to forward for your further inforniatirin the 
enclosure So. 3 ; it contains a relation of the harddiips 
endured by the ladies of the late Yizier Zenana." — Signed, 
John Bn&tow. 

Translation ufa Ta^er of intelligence from Fg^alad. 

“ The ladies, their attendants, and servants were still as 
clamorous as last night ; Lataffit, the daroga, went to them, 
and remonstrated with them on the impropriety of their con- 
duct, at the same time asburmg them that in a few days all 
their allowances would be paid, and should that not be the 
case, he would advance them ten days’ siihsistence upon con- 
dition that they returned to their habitations ; none of them 
however consented to his proposal, hut were still intent upon 
making their escape through the bazaar, and in consequence 
formed themselves in the following order : — The children in 
the front, behind them the ladies of the seraglio, and behind 
them again their attendants , hut their intentions were fnis- 
t rated by the opposition which they met with from Lataffif s 
sepoys. The next day Lataffit went twice to the women, 
and used his endeavours to make them return into the zenana, 
promising to advance them 10,000 rupees, which, iipon the 
money being paid down, they agreed to comply with; hut 
night coming on, nothing transpired. 

On the day following, their clamours w'ere more violeni; 
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ttet tisual ; Lataflat lyeiit to confer with them on the husi* 
neas of yesterday, offering the same terms ; depending npon 
the fidelity of his promises, they consented to return to their 
apartments, which they accordingly did, except tw o or three 
of the ladies, and most of their attendants ; Lataffit went 
then to Hoshmimd Ali Khan, to consult with him about 
what means they should take ; they came to a resolution of 
driving them m by force, and gave orders to their sepoys to 
heat any one of the women who should attempt to move 
forward. The sepoys accordingly assembled, and each one 
being provided with a bludgeon, they drove them, by dint of 
heating, into the zenana. The women, seeing the treachery 
of Lataffit, proceeded to throw stones and bricks at the sepoys, 
and again attempted to get out ; but finding that impossible 
from the gates being shut, they kept up a continual discharge 
tiE about twelve o’clock, when finding their situation despe- 
rate, they returned into the Eung MaM, and forced their way 
from thence into the palace, and dispersed themselves about 
the house and gardens. After this they w'ere desirous of 
getting into the Begum’s apartments, hut she, being apprized 
of their intentions, ordered the doors to be shut. In the mean 
time Lataffii and Hoshmund All Khan posted justices to se- 
cure the gates of the lesser Mahl During the whole of this 
conflict, the ladies and women remained exposed to the view 
of the sepoys, 

“ The Begum then sent for Lataffit and Hoshmund Ali 
Khan, W’hom she severely reprimanded, and insisted upon 
knowing the cause of this infamous behaviour. They pleaded 
in their defence the impossibility of helping it, as the treat- 
ment the women had met with had only been conformable to 
ins excellency the Vizier’s orders. The Begum alleged that 
even admitting that the Haboh had given these orders, they 
were by no means authorized in this manner to disgrace the 
family of Sujah Dowlah ; and should they not receive their 
allowances for a day or two, it could he of no great moment ; 
what had p^sed was now at an end ; hut that the Vizier 
should <»rtainly be acquainted with the whole of the affair 
and that whatever he directed she should implicitly comply 
with. The Begum then sent for two of the children who 
were wounded m the affray of last night, and after endeavour- 
ing to soothe them, she again sent to Lataffit and Hoshmund 
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Ali Kbki, and in the presence of the children again expressed 
her disapprobation oi‘ their conduct, and the improbability of 
Azoph ul Dowkh’s suffenng the ladies and children of Elijah 
Bowiah to be disgraced by being exposed to the \iew of the 
sepoys; upon 'nhich Lataffit produced the letter from the 
Nabob, representing that he was amenable only to the order 
of his excellency, aiul that whatever he ordered it %aa his dutv 
to obey ; and that had the ladies thought proper to have re- 
tired quietly to their apartments, he would not ha\e used the 
means he had taken to compel them. The Begum again 
observed, that what had passed was now over. She then 
gave the children 400 rupees and dismissed them, and sent 
word by Sunrud and the other eunuchs, that ifithe ladies 
would peaceably retire to their apartments. Lataffit would 
supply them i\im 3000 or 4000 rupees for their present ex- 
penses, and recommended them not to meur any turtlier dis- 
grace ; and that if they did not think proper to act agreeably 
to her directions, they would do wrong The ladies fol- 
lowed her advice, and about ten at night went back to the 
zenana. The next niommg the Begum waited upon the 
mother of Sujah Bowiah, and related to her all the circum- 
stances of the disturbance. The mother of Sujah Bowlali 
returned for answer, that after there being no accounts kept 
by crores of revenue, she was not surprised that the family 
of Sujah Bowiah, in their endeavours to procure subsistence, 
should be obliged to expose themselves to the meanest of 
the people. After bewailing their misfortunes and shedding 
many tears, the Begum took her leave and returned home.” 

As a proof of the extremity of the distress which reigned 
n the Khourd Mahi, your lordships have been told that these 
women must have perished through famine, if their gaolers, 
Captain Jaques and Major Gilpin, had not raised money upon 
their own credit, and supplied them with an occasional relief. 
And therefore when they talk of his peculation, of his taking 
but a bribe here and a bribe there, see the consequences of 
his system of peculation, see the consequence of a usurpation 
which extinguishes the natural authority of the country, see 
the consequences of a clandestine correspondence that does 
not let the injuries of the country come regular!} before the 
authorities in Oude, to relieve it ; consider the whole mass 

VOL, VIII. T 
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of crimes, and then consider the sufferings that have arisen 
in consequence of it. 

My lords, it was not corporal pain alone that these miser- 
ahle women suffered. The unsatisfied cravings of hunger 
and the blows of the sepoys’ bludgeons could touch only the 
physical part of their nature. But, my lords, men are made 
of Wo parts, the physical part and the moral.^ The former 
he has in common with the brute creation. Bike theirs, our 
corporal pains are very limited and temporary. But the 
sufferings which touch our moral nature have a wider range, 
and are infinitely more ^ute, driving the sufferer sometimes 
to the extremities of despair and distraction. Man, in his 
moral nat|pre, becomes, in Ms progress through life, a creature 
of prejudice — a creature of opinions — a creature of habits, 
and of sentiments growing out of them. These form our 
second nature, as inhabitants of the country and members of 
the society in which Providence has placed us. This sensi- 
bility of our moral nature is far more acute in that sex which 
I may say, without any compliment, forms the better and 
more virtuous part of mankind, and which is at the same 
time the least protected from the insults and outrages to which 
this sensibility exposes them. This is a new source of feel- 
ings that often make corporal distress doubly felt ; and it has 
a whole class of distresses of its own These are the things 
that have gone to the heart of the Commons. 

”\Te have stated first, the sufferings of the Begum, and 
secondly, the sufferings of the two thousand women, I believe 
they are not fewer in number, that belong to them, and are 
d^endent upon them, and dependent upon their well-being. 
We have stated to you that the court of directors were 
shocked and astonished when they received the account of 
the first, before they had heard the second. We have proved 
they desired him to redress the former, if upon inquiry he 
found that his original suspicions concerning their conduct 
were ill founded. He has declared here that he did not con- 
sider these as orders. Whether they were orders or not, 
could anything have been more pressing upon all the duties 
and all the sentiments of men, than at least to do what was 
^ust, that is, to make such an inquiry as in the result might 
justify his acts, or have entitled them to redress ? Hot one 
trace of inquiry or redress do we find, except we suppose, m 



HASTINGS, BiQ. 


275 


we hear nothing after this of the famine, that Mr. Bristow, 
who seems to he a man of humanitj, did so effcctnalij inter- 
pose, that they should no longer dej^nd for the safety of their 
honour on the bludgeons of the sepoys, by which alone it 
seems they were defended from the profane view of the 
vulgar, and which we must state as a matter of great aggra- 
vation in this case. 

The counsel on the other side say that all this intelligence 
comes in an anonymous paper without date, transmitted from 
a newspaper writer at Pyzabad. This is the contempt with 
which tn^ treat this serious ps^r sent to Mr Hastings him- 
self by official authority ; by Hoolas Eoi, who was the news- 
writer at Byzahad ; the person appointed to convey authentic 
intelligence concerning the state of it to the resident at Luck- 
now. The resident received it as such • he transmitted it to 
IMr. Hastings, and it was not till this hour, tdl the counsel 
were instructed (God forgive them for obeying sucb instruc- 
tions) to treat these things with ridicule, that we have heard 
this Hooks Boi called a common news-w'riter of anonymous 
information, and the like. If the information had come in 
any way the least authentic, instead of coming in a manner 
the most authentic in which it was possible to come to !Mr. 
Hastings — ^he was bound by every feeling of humanity, every 
principle of regard to his own honour and his employers’, to 
see whether it was true or false ; if false to refute it ; if true 
to afford redress : he has done neither. Therefore we charge 
him with being the cause ; we charge upon him the conse- 
quences, with ail the aggravations attending them ; and we 
call both upon justice and humanity for redress, as far as it 
can be afforded to these people, and for the severest punish- 
ments which your lordships can inflict npon the author of 
these evils. If instead of the mass of crimes that w'e have 
brought before you, this singly had been charged upon the 
prisoner, I wiU say that it is a greater crime than any man 
has ever been impeached for before tbe House of Lords, from 
the first records of parliament to this hour. 

I need not remind your lordships of one particular circum- 
stance m this cruel outrage. No excuse or pretence what- 
ever is brought forward in its justification, w ith respect to 
the Begums, they have been chained with rebellion ; but w^ho 
has accused tbe miserable inhabitants of tbe Khoiird Mahl 



276 SPEECH IX THE IMPEACHMEXT OP 

of rebellion or rebellious designs ? TTliat hearsay is there 
eien against them of it ? — No ; eyen the persons permitted 
by Mr. Hastings to rob and destroy the country, and who are 
stated by him to have been so employed, not one of that 
legion of locusts which he had sent into the country to eat 
up and devour the bread of its inhabitants, and wbo had 
been the cause both of the famine itself and of the inability 
of the Begums to struggle with it ; none of these people, I 
say, ventured even a hearsay about these women. 

Were the sufferers few ? There were eight hundred of 
them, besides children. "Were they persons of any rank and 
consequence f We are told that they were persons of con- 
siderable rank and distinction, connected with and living 
under the protection of women of the first rank in Asia. 
Were they persons not deserving pity ? "We know that they 
were innocent women and children, not accused, and unsus- 
pected of any crime. He has taken into his head to speak 
contemptuously of these women of the Khourd Mahl : but 
your lordships will consider both descriptions generally with 
some respect ; and where they are not objects of the highest 
respect, they will be objects of your compassion. Your lord- 
ships by your avenging justice will rescue the name of the 
British government from the foulest disgrace which this man 
has brought upon it. 

An account of these transactions, as we have proved by 
3Ir. Holt’s evidence, was regularly transmitted and made 
known to him. But why do I say made known to him ? — 
Bo not your lordships know that Oude was his, that he 
treated it like his pn\ ate estate, that he managed it in all its 
concerns as if it were his private demesne ; that the Nabob 
dared not do a single act without him ; that he had a resident 
there nommated by himself, and forced upon the Nabob, in 
defiance of the Company’s order ? Yet, notwithstanding all 
this, we do not find a trace of anything done to relieve the 
aggravated distresses of these unfortunate people. 

These are some of the consequences of that abominable 
system which, in defiance of the laws of his country, Mr, 
Hastings established in Oude ; he knew everything there ; 
he had spies upon his regular agents, and spies again npon 
them. We can prove (indeed he has himsif proved), that 
besides his correspondence with his avowed agents, Major 
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Palmer and Major Dav}, lie had secret correspondence vitli a 
whole host of agents and penbioners, who did and must liave 
informed km oi e\trv circumstance ot these affairs. But if 
he had never been infumied of it at all, the Commons ci m- 
tend, and lerj weii and justly contend, that he who u&urpa 
the government of a country, who extinguishes the authority 
of its native sovereign, and places in it instruments of his 
own, and that in dchance of those whose orders he w as hound 
to obey, is responsible for ever\ thing that was done in the 
country. "We do charge him with these acts of delinquencies 
and omissions, we declare him responsible for them ; and we 
call for your lordships’ judgment upon these outrages against 
humanity, as cruel perhaps as ever were sufiered in any 
country. 

My lords, if there is a spark of manhood, if there is in 
your breasts the least feeling of our common humanity, and 
especially for the sufferings and distresses of that part of 
human nature which is made by its peculiar constitution more 
quick and sensible, — ii‘, I .^^ay, there is a trace of this in \ our 
breasts, if you are yet alive to such feelmgs, it is impos.>ible 
that you should not join with the Commons of Great Britain 
in feeling the utmost degree of indignation against the m,an 
who was the guilty cause of this accumulated distress. Xou 
see w’omen, whom we have proved to he of respectable rank 
and condition, exposed to what is held to be the last of in- 
dignities in that country, the view of a base, insulting, ridi- 
culing, or perhaps vainly pitying populace. Touhave before 
you the first women in Asia, who consider their honour as 
joined with that ot these people, weeping and bewailing the 
calamities of their house. You have seen, that in this, mi- 
sery and distress the sons of the JS’ahoh were involved, and 
that two of them were wounded in an attempt to escape ; 
and yet this man has had the impudence to declare his 
doubts of the Isahoh’s haimg had any children in the place ; 
though the account of what was going on had been regularly 
transmitted to him. After this, what is there in his conduct 
that we can wonder at ? 

My lords, the maintenance of these women had been 
guaranteed by the Company, hut it was doubly guaranteed 
under the great seal of humanity. The conscience of every 
man, and more especially of the great and powerful, is the 
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keepr of that great seal, and knows what is due to its 
authority. For the violation of both these guarantees, with» 
out cnen the Tain and Mvolous pretence of a rebellion, and 
for all its consequences, Mr. Hastings is answerable ; and ^ 
will not escape your justice by those miserable excuses 
which he has produced to the court of directors, and which 
he has produced here in his justification. My lords, that 
justification we leave with your lordships. 

We now proceed to another part of our charge, which Mr. 
Hastings has not thought proper to deny, but upon which we 
shall beg leave to make a few observations. Ton will first 
hear read to you, from the 17th article of our charge, the 
subject-matter to which we now wish to call your atten- 
tion. 

“ That in or about the month of March, 1783, three of the 
said brothers of the Nabob, namely, Myrza Hyder Ally, 
Hyrta Iraay ul Ally, and Myrza Syof AUy, did represent to 
the said Bristow that they were in distress for dxj bread and 
clothes j and, in consequence of such representation, were re- 
lieved by the intervention of the said Bristow ; but soon 
after the deputation of the said Warren Hastmgs to Oude, 
in the year 1781, that is to say, some time in or about the 
month of September, in the said year 1781, the said Myrza 
Hyder Ally, one of the three princes aforesaid, did fl.y to the 
province of Benares, and did remain there in great distress ; 
and that although the said Warren Hastmgs did write to the 
said Nabob an account of the aforesaid circumstances, in 
certain loose, light, and disrespectful expressions concerning 
the said Myrza Hyder AUy, he did not, as he was in duty 
hound to do, in anywise exert that influence which he actu- 
ally and notoriously possessed over the mind of the said 
Nabob, for the relief of the said prince, the brother of the 
said Nabob ; hut without obtaining any satisfactory and spe- 
cific assurances, either from the said Nabob or the said 
minister, the said Warren Hastmgs did content himself with 
^vismg the said prince to return to his brother, the said 


The answer of Mr. Hastmgs to that part of the seven- 
teenth article states : — “ And the said Warren Hastings saysj 
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tliat in or about tbe month of July, in the year 17S3, a paper 
was received, enclosed in a letter to the Ooveraor-General 
and council from Mr. Bristow, pur^rtmg to he a trauplatiou 
of a letter from three brothers of the said Vizier, m which 
they did represent themseh es to be in distress for dry bread 
and clothes ; but whether such distress actually eiisted, and 
was relieved bv the said Bristow, the said Warren Hastings 
cannot set fortli.” 

“ And the said Warren Hastings further says, that some 
time in the month of September, 1784, the said Wam*n 
Hastings, being then at Benares, did receive information that 
Myrza Hyder Ally was arrived there, and the said Warren 
Hastings, not knowing before that time that there was any 
such person, did write to the Nabob Vizier, to the purport 
or effect following : — ‘A few days ago I learned that a person 
called Myrza Hyder Ally was arrived at Benares, and called 
himself a*son of *the deceased Nabob Sujah ul Dowiah, and I 
was also told that he came from Fyzabad j as I did not know 
whether he left Fyzabad with or without your consent, I 
therefore did not pay him much attention, and I now troulile 
you to give me every information on the subject, how he 
came here, and what your intentions are about him ; he re- 
mains here in great ^stress, and I therefore wish to know 
your sentiments.’ ” 

“ And the said Warren BEastings further says, that having 
received an answer from the said Vizier, he did, on or about 
the 13th of t)ctober, 1784, enclose the same in a letter to the 
said Myrza, of which letter the following is a copy : — ‘ An 
answer is arrived to what I wrote on your account to the 
Nabob Vizier, which I enclose to you ; having read it, you 
will send it back. I conceive you had better go to the Nabob 
Vizier’s presence, who wiE certainly afford you protection 
and assistance. I will write what is proper to cany you to 
the Nabob, and it wiE in every respect be for your good ; 
whatever may be your intention on this head, you wiU write 
to me.’ ” 

And the said Warren Hastings submits that it was no 
part of Ms duty as Governor-General to interfere with the 
said Vizier on behalf of the said Myrza, or to obtain from 
the said Vizier any specific assurances on the subject.” 
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» Continuation of tlie seventeentli article of the charge : — 
“ That in order to a\ oid famine at home, another of the Ha- 
hob’s brothers, hj name Myrza Jnngli, was under the neces- 
sity of ii\ing from his native country, and did seek protection 
from a certain Mahomedan lord, called Myrza Shuffu Khan, 
then prime minister of the Mogul, from whom he did go to 
the camp of the Mahratta chief Mhadajee Scindia, where he 
did solicit and obtain a military command, together with a 
£[rant of lands or jaghire, for the subsistence of himself, his 
family, and followers ; but, wishing again to be received under 
the protection of the British government, the said Myrza 
Jungli, in 1783, did apply to the said resident Bnstow, 
through David Anderson, Esq , then on an embassy m the 
camp of the said Scindia ; and, in consequence of such ap- 
plication, the said Bristow, sensible of the disgrace which 
the exile of the said Myrza Jungli reflected both on the said 
Nabob of Oude and the British nation, did negotiate with the 
Nabob and his ministers for the return of the said Myrza 
Jungli, and for the settlement and regular payment of some 
proper allowance for the maintenance of the said Myrza 
Jungli ; hut the allowance required vas ultimately refused ; 
and, although the whole of the transactions aforesaid were 
duly represented to the said Warren Hastings by the said 
Anderson and by the said Bristow, and although he had 
himself received, so early as the 23rd of August, 1782, a 
letter from the Vizier, grievously complaining of the cruel 
and extortious demands made upon him by the said "Warren 
Hastings, — ^in which letter he did expressly mention the 
flight of his brother, and the distresses of the women of his 
late father, who he said were all his mothers, and that his 
said brothers, from the resumption of their jaghires, were 
reduced to great affliction and distress, — and he did attribute 
the said flight of some of his brethren, and the distresses of 
the rest, and of the w’omen who stood in a species of maternal 
relation to him, as owing to the aforesaid oppressive demands ; 
yet^the said Warren Hastings did cruelly, inhumanly, and 
corruptly declme to make any order for the better provision 
of any of the said eminent family, or for the return of the 
said prince, who had fled from his brother’s court to avoid 
the danger of perishing by famine.” 
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Answer of Mr. HaKHtinsjs to that part of the ehars^e: — 
“ And the said Warren llaatintja further says, that he was in* 
fornied that Myrza Jungli, m the said article also nieiitioiiecl* 
did leave his native country in distress, and did po to M^rza 
Shuffu Khan, in the said article also mentioned; and the 
said Warren Hastings liktnvi^e admits he was informed that 
the said Mjrza Jiingli did atlerwards leave tfie said ^Myrza 
Shnifu Kh4n, and repair to the camp of 3[hadajee Scindia, 
with a view of obtaining some establishment for himself and 
follower^ ” 

“And the said Warren Hastings further says, that in cer- 
tain letters, written by David Anderson, Esq. and -John Bris- 
tow, Esq., it was represented that the said Mvrza Jungli did 
apply to the said Bristow, through the said Anderson, then 
on an embassy in the camp of the said Scindia, and that in 
consequence thereof, the said Bristow did, aniong>t other 
things, apply to the Kahob Tizier for a certain allowance to 
be made to the said Hyrza, and for the regular payment there- 
of, and that a certain allowance w'as accordingly settled by 
the said Tizier on the said Wyrza; and the said Warren 
Hastings says, that information of the above transactions was 
transmitted to the board of council ; and that a letter from 
the said Tizier was received on the 23rd of August, 1782, con- 
taining certain representations of the distresses of himself 
and family ; and he admits that no order was made by 
him, the said Warren Hastings, for the provision of any of 
the said family, or for the return of the said Myrza ; but the 
said Warren Hastings denies that he was guilty of any cru- 
elty, inhumanity, or corruption, or of any misconduct what- 
soever in the matters aforesaid.” 

Continuation of the charge : — That some time in or 
about the month of December, 1783, the Nabob Behadre, 
another of the brothers of the said Nabob of Oude, did repre- 
sent to the said Bristow, that he, the said Nabob Behadre, had 
not received a farthing of his allowance for the current year, 
and was without food ; and being wounded by an assassin, 
who had also murdered his aunt in the very capital of Oude, 
the said Nabob Behadre had not a daum to pay the surgeon, 
who attended him for the love of Grod alone ; that at or 
about the period of the above representation, the said Bristow 
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was recalled, and the said Warren Hastings proceeded up to 
Lucknow, but did not inanire into the said representations 
transmitted by the said Bnstow to Calcutta, nor did order 
relief/* 

Mr. Hastings’s answer to the part of the charge last read : 
— “ And the said Warren Hastings further says, that on the 
29th January, 1784, after the recall of the said Bristow, he, 
the said Bristow, did transmit to the G-ovemor-G-eneral and 
council two letters, one dated the 28th of December, 1783, 
the other the 7th January, 1784, purporting to be written by 
the said Nabob Behadre, addressed to him, the said Bristow, 
to the effect in the said article stated ; and the said Warren 
Hastings admits, that when at Lucknow he did not institute 
an inquiry into the supposed transaction in the said seven- 
teenth article stated, or make any order concerning the said 
Behadre, and he denies that it was his duty so to do.” 
Here is the name of this Nabob from a list of the jaghirdars, 
stated by Mr. Burliug, page 485 printed minutes. Amongst 
the names of j^hirdars, the times when granted, and the 
amount of the jaghires, there occurs that of the Nabob Be- 
hadre, with a grant of a jaghire of the amount of 20,000 
rupees. 

[The Lord Chancellor here remarked, that what had been 
just read was matter of the seventeenth article of the charge 
aad parts of the answer to it ; and that upon looking hack to 
the former proceedings, it has escaped his attention if any 
matter contained in the seventeenth article had been made 
matter of the charge. That it therefore seemed to him that 
it could not be brought in upon a reply, not having been 
made matter of the charge originally.] 

Mr, Burke. My lords, I have to say to this, that I be- 
lieve you have heard these facts made matter of charge by the 
House of Commons, that I conceive they have been admitted 
by the prisoner ; and that the Commons have nothing to do 
with the proofs of anything in their charge which is fidly and 
in terms admitted. The proofs which they have produced 
to your lordships were upon matters which were contested ; 
but here the f^ts are admitted in the fullest manner ; we 
neither have abandoned them, intended to abandon them, 
nor ever shall abandon them ; we have made them, as a 
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charge, tipon record- The answers to them have been re- 
corded, wkich answers are complete admissions of every fkit 
in the chari^e. 

[Xorrf Chancellor. I do not make myself understood. 
The objection is not that there has not been evidence given 
upon the seventeenth article, but at the close of the case on 
the part of the managers for the House of Commons, no 
mention having been made of the matter contained in the 
seventeenth article ; that therefore, although it may all have 
been admitted by the answer to be true, yet m justice, if fiom 
that answer you ground the charge, it* is necessary the de- 
fendant should he heard upon it.] 

Mr. JBurke. If your lordships choose that the defendant 
shall be heard upon it, we have no kmd of objection, nor ever 
had, or proposed an objection to the defendant being heard 
upon it. Tour lordships know that the defendants counsel 
value themselves upon having abandoned their defence against 
certain parts of the charge ; your lordships know that they 
declared that they broke off thus in the middle of their de- 
fence, in order to expedite this business. 

[Lord Chancellor. Eefening to the proceedings, I think 
it a matter perfectly clear, that in the course of the charge, 
after certain articles had been gone through, the managers 
for the Commons closed the case there, leaving therefore all 
the other articles, excepting those that had been discussed, as 
matters standing with the answers against them, but not in- 
sisted upon in making out the charge. Of course, therefore, 
if the defendant had gone into any of those articles, the de- 
fendant must have been stopped upon them, because he would 
then have been making a case in defence to that which had 
not been made a ease in the prosecution ; the objection there- 
fore is not at all that no evidence has been examined. To 
be sure it would be an answer to that to say, you are now 
proceeding upon an admission ; but even upon those &ets 
that are admitted (if the facts are admitfed that are insisted 
upon as matter in charge), that should come in the original 
state of the cause, and the defendant in common justice must 
be heard upon that, and then, and then only, come the ob- 
servations in reply.] 

Mr. Burke. "We do not know, nor are informed, that any 
charge, information, or indictment that is before the court, 
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and upon record, and is not denied by tbe defendant, does 
not stand in full force against him. \Te conceive it to be so ; 
we conceive it to be agreeable to tbe analogy of all proceed- 
ings ; and the reason ^liy we did not go into and insist upon 
it was, that having a very long cause before us, and having 
tbe most full and complete admission upon this subject, we 
did not proceed further in it. The defendant defends him- 
self by averring that it was not Ms duty. It was not our 
business to prove that it was his duty. It^ was he that ad- 
mitted the facts assumed to be tbe foundation of bis duty ; 
the negative be was bound to prove, and be never offered to 
prove it. 

All that I can say upon this point is, that bis delinquency 
in tbe matter in question appeared to us to be a clear distinct 
case; to be a great offence; an offence charged upon tbe 
record, admitted upon tbe record, and never by ns abandoned. 
As to bis defence baving been abandoned, we refer your lord- 
ships to tbe last petition laid by him upon your table (that 
libellous petition, which we speak of as a libel upon the 
House of Commons), and which has no validity but as it 
asserts a matter of fact from tbe petitioner. And there you 
will find that he has declared explicitly, that for tbe accom- 
modation and ease of this business, and for its expedition, be 
did abandon bis defence at a certain period 

IZord Chancellor. A charge consisting of a variety of ar- 
ticles in their nature (however connected with each other in 
their subject, but in their nature) distmct and specific, if only 
certain articles are pressed in the charge, to those articles 
only can a defence be appbed , and all tbe other articles that 
ai^ not made matter of charge originally, have never, in the 
course of any proceeding whatever, been taken up originally 
in reply ] 

Mr. JBurke. With great respect to your lordship’s judg- 
ment, we conceive that tbe objection taken from our not 
baying, at a certaib period, argued or observed upon the 
prisoner’s answer to the articles not insisted upon is not con- 
clusive, ina.smucb as the record still stands, and as our 
chaise still stands. It w'aa never abandoned ; and tbe de- 
fendant might have made a justification to it if be bad 
thought fit ; be never did think fit so to do. If your lord- 
ships think that we ought not to argue upon it here in our 
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reply, because we did not ariuie upon it btfore, — well and 
good ; but we have argued, arid do argue in our reply, inanT 
things to w*hich he never ga\e any anauer at alL I ahall 
beg leave, if your lordships please, to retire with mj feilow'- 
nianagers for a moment, to consult w'hetber we ahall press 
this point or not. We shall not detain }<.ur lordships many 
minutes. 

The Managers mfhdrew : — in a fete minutes the Manager* 
refurnei again info the Jlall. 

Mr, Burke, My lords, the managers have consulted 
among themselves upon this business ; they hrst referred to 
your printed proceedings, m order to see the particular cir- 
cumstance on which the observation of jour lord.ship is 
founded; — we find it thus stated: — “Then the managers fur 
the Commons informed the Lords, that, saving to themsehes 
their undoubted rights and privilege^, the Commons were 
content to rest their charge here.” — "We rested our charge 
there, not because we meant to efface any precedent matter 
of the charge which had been made by us, and of w hieh the 
facts had been admitted by the defendant, but simply saving 
our rights and privileges ; that is, to resume (and to make 
new matter if we thought fit), the Commons were content 
to rest the charge there. 

I have further to remark to your lordships, that the counsel 
for the defendant have opened a vast variety of matter that 
is not upon record, either on our part or on theirs, in order to 
illustrate and to support their cause ; and they have spoken 
day after day upon the principles on which their defence was 
made ; my great object now is an examination of those prin- 
ciples, and to illustrate the effects of these principles by ex- 
amples ivhich are not the less cogent, the less weighty, and 
the less known, because they are articles in this charge. 
Most assuredly they are not. If your lordships recollect the 
speeches that w'ere made here, you know that great merit w'as 
given to Mr. Hastings for matters that were not at all in the 
charge, and which would put us under the greatest difficul- 
ties, if w'e were to take no notice of them in our reply. For 
instance, his merits in the Mahratta war, and a great mass of 
matter upon that subject, were obliquely and for other pur- 
poses brought before you, upon which they argued. That 
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immense mass of matter, containing an immense mass of 
principles, and wliich was sometimes supported by alleged 
facts, sometimes by none, they have opened and argued upon, 
as matter relative to principle. In answer to their argument, 
we propose to show the mischiefs that have happened from 
the mischievous principles laid down by Mr. Hastings, and 
tbe mischievous consequences of them. 

If, however, after this explanation, your lordships are of 
opinion that we ought not to be allowed to take this course, 
wishing to fall in with your lordships’ sentiments, we shall 
abandon it. But we wdl remind your lordships that such 
thmgs stand upon your records ; that they stand unanswered, 
and admitted on your records ; and consequently they cannot 
be destroyed by any act of ours, but by a renunciation of tbe 
charge, which renunciation we cannot make, because the de- 
fendant has clearly and fully admitted it to be founded in 
fact. We cannot plead error; we cannot retract it. And 
■wby ? Because he has admitted it. We therefore only re- 
mmd your lordships that the charge stands uncontradicted ; 
and that the observation we intended to make upon it was 
to show your lordships that the principles upon which he 
defends ail such couauct are totally false and groundless. 
But though your lordships should be of opinion that we can- 
not press it, yet we cannot abandon it ; it is not in your 
power — it is not in our power — it is not in his power, to 
abandon that charge. You cannot acquit him of that charge ; 
it IS impossible. If, however, your lordships, for the accom- 
modation of business, method of proceedings, or any circum- 
stanee of that kind, wish we should say no more upon the 
subject, we close the subject there. Your lordships are m 
possession both of the charge and the admission ; and we 
wish, and we cannot wish better than to leave it as it is upon 
the record. 

The Lori Chancellor here said, The opinion of the Lords 
can only he with me matter of conjecture. I certainly was 
not commanded by the House to state the observation that 
had occurred to me ; — ^but in the position in which it now- 
stands, I feel no difficulty in saying, as my own judgment, 
that notHng can he matter in reply that does not relate to 
those articles that were pressed in the original charge ; and 
therefore, in this position of the business of reply, you cannot 



WAEM?? HASTIXOS, 2S7 

go into new mstter arising out of other articles that were not 
originally insisted upon. 

Mr. Burhe. We were aware of the ol^ection that might 
be made to admitting our observations, if considered as observ- 
ations upon the seventeenth article, but not when considered 
with reference to tacts on the record before you, for the pur- 
pose of disproving the principles upon which the defendant 
and his counsel had relied, that was the purpose for which 
we proiKBed chiefly to make them ; init your lordship’s [the 
Lord Chancellor’s] own personal authority will have great 
weight with us, and unless we perceive some other peer differ 
from you, we will take it in the course we have constantly 
done ; we never have sent your lordships out of the hall to 
consent upon a matter upon which the noble lord appeared 
to have formed a decision in his own mind ; we take for 
granted that what is delivered from the woolsack, to which 
no peer expresses a dissent, is the sense of the House, as 
such we take it, and as such we submit to it in this instance. 

Therefore leaving this upon the record as it stands, with- 
out observing upon it, and submitting to your lordships’ de- 
cision, that we cannot, according to order, observe in reply 
upon what was not declared by us to be a part of the charges 
we meant to insist upon, we proceed to another business. 

We have already stated to your lordships, and we beg to 
remind you of it, the state and condition of the countiy of 
Oude when Mr. Hastings first came to it ; his subsequent 
and immediate usurpation of all the powers of government, 
and the use be made of them ; the tyranny he exercised over 
the Hahob himself, the tyranny he exercised upon his mother 
and grandmother, and all the other females of his family and 
their dependants of every description, to the number of about 
eight hundred persons ; the tyranny exercised (though we 
are not at liberty to press it now) upon his brethren. We 
have shown you how he confiscated the property of all the 
jaghirdars, the nobility of the country ; we have proved to 
your lordships that he was well acquainted with all the 
misery and distress occasioned by these proceedings, and that 
he afforded the sufferers no relief. We now proceed to re- 
view the effects of this general mass of usurpation, tyranny 
and oppression, upon the revennes and the prosperity of the 
country. 
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Your lord^liips will first be pleased to advert to tbe state 
ia wbicli 3Ir Hastings found the country , — in vrhat state he 
found it» revenues , — who were the executive ministers of the 
govemnient; what their conduct was, and by whom they 
w'ere reeummended and supported. Por the evidence of these 
facts, we refer your lordships to your printed minutes — there, 
my lords, they stand recorded ; they never can be expunged 
oiit of your record, and the memory of mankind, whether 
we be permitted to preigs them at this time upon your lord- 
ships or not. Tour lordships will there find in what man- 
ner the government was earned on in Oude, in 1775, before 
the period of Mr. Hastings’s usurpation ; Mr. Hastings, you 
will find, has himself there stated that the minister was 
recommended by the Begums ; and you will remark this, be- 
cause Mr. Hastings afterwards makes her interference in the 
government of her son a part of his crimination of the 
Begums. 

The resident at the court of Oude thus writes on the 2nd 
of March, 1775 : — “ Notwithstanding the confidence the Na- 
bob reposes in Murteza Hhan, the Begums are much dissatis- 
fied with his elevation They recommended tt) his excel- 
lency to encourage the old servants of the government, whose 
influence m the country, and experience, might have strength- 
ened his o^vn authorify”, and seated him firmly on the Mus- 
nud ; in some measure this too may appear consistent with 
the interest of the Company, for as Elya Kh^n and the old 
ministers have, by frequent mstances within their own know- 
ledge, experienced the power of our government, such men 
I should conceive are much more likely to pay deference to 
the Company, than a person who at present can have but a 
very imperfect idea of the degree of attention which ought 
to he paid to our connexion with the Nabob.” Your lord- 
ships see that the Begums recommended the old servants, 
contrary to the maxims of Behoboam,-r-those who had served 
his father and had served the country, and who were strongly 
inclined to support the English interest there. Your lord- 
ships wdl remark the effects of the Begum’s i:gfluence upon 
the state of things in 1775, that the Nabob bad been advised 
by his mother to employ the confidential servants of his 
fr.ther ; persons conversant in the affairs of the country, per- 
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support the English connexion. Tour lordships mill nom* 
attend to a letter from Mr. Bristom*, at Lucknow, to the 
board, dated 2Sth IS’oveinber, 1775 : — I also neglected no 
part of my duty on the spot ; but advised the minister, even 
at Lucknow, according to my letter of the third instant, to re- 
commend it to the IS'ahob to dismiss his useless and mutin- 
ous tTTOOps, which measure seems, by nresent appearances, to 
have succeeded beyond expectation, -as the rt*st of the army 
do now pay the greatest attention to his excellency's orders ; 
already the complaints of the violences the troops u&ed to 
commit are greatly decreased ; they profess obedience, and 
by the best intelligence I can obtain of their disposition, 
there seems to be little doubt that the examples made by 
disbanding Bussuiit’s corps has every good efieet we could 
wish, which had crossed the river and voluntarily surrender- 
ed their arms the day before yesterdav’ to the Xabob.'’ 

His next letter is dated 13*th June, 1776 : — Honourable 
Sir and Sirs, — It is Elija Khan’s first object to regulate tlie 
Vizier’s revenue *, and I must do him the justice to say, that 
the short time he has been in. office he has been indefatiga- 
ble, and already settled the greater part of the province of 
Oude, and fixed on the districts for the assignments of the 
army subsidy. Corah and Allahabad he has disposed of, and 
caDed for the Booab and Bohilehund accounts, in order to 
adjust them as soon as possible. This activity will, I hope, 
produce the most salutary effects at the present juncture, 
being the commencement of the season for the cultivation. 
The aumils, by being thus early placed in their offices, have 
the opportunity of advancing tuckovy, encouraging the ryots, 
and making their agreements in their severM districts, in 
letting under farms, or disposing of the lands in such a 
manner as they may judge most expedient. If, though simi- 
lar to the iate minister’s conduct, a delay of twm or three 
months should occur in the settlement of the lands, the peo- 
ple throughout the country would be disheartened, and in- 
evitably a very heavy balance accrue on the revenue. I have 
troubled the honourable hoard with this detail, in the first 
place, to show the propriety of Elija Khan’s conduct ; and 
in the next, the essential service that will he rendered to the 
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Vizier by continuing Colonel Parker's detacliment during 
the whole rains in Corah, if required by the Vizier.” 

'My lords, you have now bad a view of the state of Oude 
previous to tfie first period of our connexion with it. Your 
iu^d^hips have seen and understand that part of the middle 
period, with which w'e do not mean to trouble you again. 
You will now be pleased to attend to a letter from Pyzooia 
Kbdn to the G-ovemor^G-eneral, received the* 13th of Pehru- 
ary, 1778 : — This country of Cuttah, which formerly de- 
] tended on the Bohilla states, and which I consider as now 
appertaining to the Company, was very populous and fiourish- 
ing, but since the commencement of the Nabob Vizier’s 
government, the farmers appointed by his ministers have 
desolated the country. Its situation is at present very 
ruinous; thousands of villages, formerly populous, are now 
utterly deserted, and no trace left of them. 1 have already 
w ritten to Eoy Buckstowr Smg a full account of the tyranny 
and oppression exercised by the farmers, to be communicated 
to you ; the constant revenue of a country depends on the 
care of its rulers to preserve it m a flourishing state. I 
have been induced to make tbe representation by my attach- 
ment to the interest of the Company, for otherwise it is no 
concern of mine- Should these oppressions continue one or 
two years longer, and the rulers take no measures to put a 
stop to them, the whole country wiU be a desert.” 

Mj lords, upon these statements I have only to make this 
remark, that you have seen the first state of* this country ; 
and that the period when it had fallen mto the state last de- 
senbed, was about two years after hir. Hastings' had obtained 
the majority in the council, and began to govern this coun- 
try by his lieutenants. We know that the country was put 
by him under military collectors ; you see the consequences. 
The person who makes this representation to Mr. Hastings 
of the state of the country, of its distress and calamity, and 
of the desolation of a thousand of the villages formerly 
flourishing in it, is no less a person than a prince of a neigh- 
bouring country, a person of wrhom you have often heard, 
and to whom the cause of humanity is much indebted, 
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namely, Fyzoola KLan; a priiiee wlic^e cornitr}* the Eiii'lMi 
resident, traveliiiJifi; through, declares to l>e cuftivated like a 
garden. That this was the state of the Eohilla country is 
owing to its having lery fortunately been one of those that 
esca|K*d the dominion of ^Ir. Hastings. 

We will now rt*ad to your lordships a Irtter fr<»m Sir Eyre 
Coote to tV‘ hoard at Calcutta, dated the llth of SepteniSer, 
1779: — “Aonoiirahle Sir and Sirs, — The dav liefore le^ter- 
day I encara|H*d iit‘ar Allahabad, where the Vizier did me the 
honour of a visit : and \esterday morning, in my way hither, 
1 returned it, and was received hy his cvcellency with every 
mark of respect and distinction. This mornmg he ealleci 
here, aud w'e had some general com creation, w hieli princi- 
pally turned upon the subject of his attachment to tlie Eng- 
lish, and his readines-s to show the sincerity <t± it upon a..i 
occasions. It is to be wished we had employed tlie indueiice 
which such favourable sentiments must ha\e given iis iimre 
to tbe beuefit of the country and ourselves ; but I fear the 
distresses wdiitdi evidently appear on the face of the one, and 
the failure of the revenues to the other, are n< it to be wholly 
ascribed to the Vizier’s mismanagement ” — This is the testi- 
mony of Mr. Hastings’s o^vn pensioner, Sir Eyre Coote, re- 
specting the known state of tne country during the time of 
this horrible usurpation, wEich. Sir Eyre Coote mentions 
under the soft name of our influence. But there could be 
but one voice upon tbe subject, and that } our lordships shall 
now hear from Mr. Hastings himself. W e refer your lord- 
ships to the minute of the G-overnor-G-eneral’s consultation, 
Fort William, 21st May, 1781. — He is here giving his reasons 
for going into the tipper provinces. 

“ The province of Oude having fallen into a state of great 
disorder and confusion, its resources being in an extraordinary 
degree diminished, and the Nabob, Azoph ul Bowlah, having 
earnestly entreated the presence of the Governor- General, 
and declared that, unless some efiectual measures are taken 
for his relief, he must he under the necessity of leaving his 
country and coming down fo Calcutta, to present his siti'* 
ation to this government ; — ^the Governor- General therefore 
proposes, with the concurrence of Mr. Wheler, to visit 
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province of Oude, as spepdily as the affairs of the presidency 
will admit, in hopes that from a minute and personal observa- 
tion of the cireumsrances of that country, the system of 
management which has been adopted, and the characters and 
conduct of the persons employed, he niay possibly be able 
to concert and establish some plan by which the province of 
Oude may in time be restored to its former state of affluence, 
i:i>od order, and prosperity.” 

Your lordships have now the whole chain of the evidence 
coRipiete, with regard to the state of the country up to the 
jHTiod of Mr. Hastings’s journey into the country. You see 
that Mr. Hastings himself admits it to have been formerly in 
a most flourishing, orderly, and prosperous state. Its con- 
dition in 1781 be describes to you in words, than which no 
enemy of his can use stronger, m order to paint the state in 
which it then was. In this state he found it when he went 
up in the year 17S1, and he left it, with regard to any sub- 
stantial regulation that was executed or could he executed, 
in the state in which he found it ; after having increased 
e\ery one of those grievances which he pretended to redress, 
and taken from it ail the little resources that remained in it. 

We now come to a subsequent period, at which time the 
state of the country is thus described by Mr. Bristow on the 
12Th December, 17S2 : — “Despotism is the pnnciple upon 
w hieh every measure is founded, and the people m the interior 
parts of the country are ruled at the discretion of the 
ail mil or fouzdar for the time being; they exercise, withm 
the limits of their jurisdiction, the powers of life and death, 
and decisions in civil and other cases, in the same extent as 
the soverei^ at the capital. The forms presented by the 
ancient institutions of the Mogul empire are unattended to, 
and the wffll of the provincial magistrate is the sole law of 
the people ; the total relaxation of the Yizier’s authority, his 
inattention and dislike to business, leave the aumils in pos- 
session of this dangerous power, unawed and uncontrolled 
hy any opposition of retrospection or the interference of jus- 
tice. I can hardly quote an instance, since the Yizier’s ac- 
cession to the musnud, of an aumE having been punished for 
oppression, though the complaints of the people and the state 
of the country are notorious proofs of the violences daffy 
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committed ; it is even become unsafe for trareilers to pa'*«, 
except in large bodies — murders, thefts, and other enonnitiei 
shcxiking to humanitv, are committed in open day.’’ 

In another paragTa|)h of the same letter, he says, ** Sut-h 
has been the system of this government that the oppressioiiH 
have generally originated vnth the auniils; they have been 
rarely selected for their abilities or integrity, but from fm our, 
or the means to advance a large sum. Upon being appointed 
to their office, the aiimil enters upon hia trust ruined in re- 
putation and fortune, and unless be accomplishes his engage- 
ments, which is seldom the ease, disgrace and punishment 
follow; and though the balance of revenue maybe -vigorously 
demanded of bim, it has not been usual to institute any 
inquiry for oppression. The zemindars, thus left at the mercy 
of the aumils, are often driven to rebellion — the weak are 
obliged to submit to his exactions or fly the country, and the 
aumil, unable to reduce the more powerful, is compelled to 
enter into a disgraceful compromise ; every zemindar looks 
to his fort for protection, and the country is crowded with 
them ; Almas All Khan has not less than seven hundred in 
bis districts. Thus it has become a general custom to seize 
the brother, son, or some near relation or dependant of the 
different zemindars, as hostages for the security' of the revenue : 
a great aumil will sometimes have three or fcur hundred of 
these hostages, whom he is obliged to confine in places of se- 
curity — a few men like Almas Ali Khan and Coja Bin ul 
Bun have, from their regulanty in performance of pecuniary 
engagements, rendered themselves uselul to the Tizier. A 
strict scrutiny mto his affairs at ail times irksome to his 
excellency, and none of his ministers or officers about his 
person possessing the active persevering spirit requisite to 
conduct the detail of engagements for a number of small 
farms, it became convenient to receive a large sum from a 
great farmer without trouble or deficiency. This system was 
followed by tbe most pernicious consequences ; these men 
were above all control, they exacted their own terms, and the 
districts they farmed were most cruelly oppressed; the 
revenue of Eohilcund is reduced above a third, and Almas Ali 
Khlln’s administration is well known to have been extremely 
violent.” 
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We will next read to your lordships an extract from Cap- 
tain Edwards’s evidence': — “ Q. Had you any opportunity of 
oh^erviii" the Lreneral face of the country in the time of 
Elijah Bowiah :—A. 1 had, Q Did you remark any differ- 
ence in the general state of the country^ at that time, and the 
I’teriod when you made your latter observation; did you 
observe any difference between the condition of the country 
at that time and that of Sujah Dowlah in the year 177-4, the 
latter period you have meutioned ? — A. I did , a very mate- 
rial difference. Q. In what respect? — A. In the general 
aspect that the country bore and the cultivation of the 
country, that it was infinitely better cultivated in 1774 than 
it was in 17S9. Q, Tou said you had no opportunity of 
observing the face of the country till you was appointed 
aid-de-camp to the ISTahoh ?^ — A, No ; except by marching 
and countermarching ; I marched in the year 1^74 through 
the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah’ s provinces into Eohilciind. 
Q. Had you those opportunities mom the time of your going 
there in 1774 ? — A. 1 had ; but not so much as I had after 
being appointed aid-de-camp to the Vizier, because I was 
always before in a subordinate situation I marched m a 
direct line before, with the troops ; but afterwards, when I 
was aid-de-camp to his excellency, I was my own master, 
and made frequent excursions into the diflerent parts of the 
country. Q Had you an opportunity of observing the dif- 
ference in the general happiness and disposition of the people ? 
— A. 1 had. Q. Did you observe a difference in that respect 
also, between your first coming and the year 1783 ? — A, Xes, 
a very sensible difference; in Sujah ul Dowlah’s time the 
country was in a very flourishing state in merchandise, cnlti- 
lation, and every article of commerce, and the people then 
seemed to be very happy under his government, which latterly 
was not the ease, because the country in reality appeared in 
the year 1774 in a flourishing state, and in the year 1783 it 
appeared comparatively forlorn and desolate. Q- Was the 
court of Azopn ul Dowlah, when you left India, equal m point 
of splendour to what it was in the time of Sujah ul Dowlah ? — 
A. By no means ; it was not equally splendid, hut far inferior. 
Q. Were the dependants and officers belonging to the court 
paid in the same punctual manner ? — A. No ; I really cannot 
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saj whether they 'w ere paid more reajularlj in Siijali jDowlati’s 
time, only they appeared more wealth), and more able tolne 
m a splendid st\le, in his time than they eier hai-e ihn.e 
since his death.”* 

Here then your lordships see the state of the country in 
1783. Tour lordships may trace the ^hrde progress of these 
evils step by step from the death of Sujah ul Bowlah to the 
time of Mr. Hastings’s obtaining a majority in the cimueil; 
after which he possosed the sole and uncontrolled manage- 
ment of the country; you haw seen also the consequences 
that immediately followed till the year 1781, when he ueiit 
up a second time into the country. 

I do not know, my lords, that xt is necessary to make any 
observation upon this state of things. Xou see that the na- 
tive authority vas, as we have pro\ed, utterly extinguished 
by Mr. Hastings — and that there was no superintendent 
power but his. Xou have heard of the oppressions of tlie 
farmers of the revenues — and v e have shown you that these 
farmers generally were English offiee^^. IXe have shown you 
111 what manner Colonel Hannay, one of these fanners sent 
by Mr. Hastings, acted, and particularly the accumulation ot 
hostages which were made by him. \Ve have shoivn you 
that by their arbitrary and tyrannical proceedings all regular 
government was subverted, and that the country experienced 
the last and most dreadful effects of anarchy. haic^ 

shown you that no other security was left to any human 
being, but to intrench themselves in such forts as they could 
make, and that these forts, in one district only of the country, 
had increased in number to the amount of seven, hundred. 
Xour lordships also know, that when the prisons and mud 
forts in which Colonel Hannay kept his hostages confined 
were full, he kept them in uncovered cages in. the open air, 
Xou know that all these fiirmers of revenue were either 
English and military men, or natives under an abject submis- 
sion to them ; you know that they had the whole country in 
assignments ; that the jaghires were all confiscated for their 
benefits ; and you find that the whole system had its origin 
at the time w*hen 3Ir. Hastings alone formed in effect the 
authority of the supreme council. The weakness of the 
Haboh, as Sir Eyre Coote tells you, could not have been alone 
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the eaiise of thes^e evilst, and that our influence over him, if 
not actually the cause of the utter ruin, desolation, and 
anarchy of that country, might have been successfully exerted 
in pmentnig. 

When your lordships shall proceed to judgment upon these 
act. umula’ted wrongs, arising out of the usurped power of the 
prisoner at your bar, and redressed by him in no one instance 
’tthattwer, let not the usurpation itself of the Kahob’s power 
be considered as a trivial matter. When any pnnce at the 
head of a great country is entirely stripped of everything in 
hi3 government, cml or military, by w’hich his rank may be 
distinguished or his virtues exercised, he is in danger of be- 
coming a mere animal, and of abandoning himself wholly 
to sensual gratifications. Feeling no personal interest in the 
institutions or m the general welfare of the country, he suf- 
fers the (former and many wise and laudable institutions 
existed in the provinces of the Nabob, for their good order 
and government) to fall into disuse ; and he leaves the coun- 
try itself to persons in inferior situations, to be wasted and 
destroyed by them. You find that in Ohde the very appear- 
ance of justice had been banished out of it, and that every 
.aumil exercised an arbitrary power over the lives and fortunes 
of the people. My lords,' we have the proofs of all these 
facts in our hands ; they are in your lordships’ minutes ; and 
though we can state nothing stronger than is stated in the 
papers themselves, yet we do not so far forget our duty as not 
to pomt out to your lordships such observations as arise out 
of them. 

To close the whole, your lordships shall now hear read an 
extract from a most curious and extraordinary letter, sent by 
him to the court of directors, preparatory to his return to 
England. — “ My only remaining fear is that the members of 
the council, seeing affairs through a different medium from 
that through which I view them, may be disposed, if not to 
counteract the system which I have formed, to withhold from 
it their countenance and active support ; while I myself re- 
main, it will be sufficient if they permit it to operate without 
interruption, and I almost hope, in the event of a new ad- 
ministration of your affairs, which shall confine itself to the 
same forbearance, and manifest no symptoms of intended in- 
terference, the objects of my arrangements will be effectually 
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attained ; for I lea\e them in the charjte of ajjentR in- 
terests, ambition, jmd ever) prospeet of life are iiiterwoTen 
’with their success, and the hand of iH*a\eii has TiMibly blest 
the soil with every elementaiy fcource of prouresMve vegeta- 
tion. But if a diderent policy shall be adffpted, if new 
agents are sent into the country and armed with authority 
for the purpose of teugeance or corruption, to no other will 
they be applied. If new demands are raided on tlie Xaliob 
Tizier, and accounts overcharged on one side 'with a nide 
latitude taken on the other to swell his debt betond the 
means of pav'ment ; if political dangers are portended to 
ground on them the pleas of burthenmg liis country with 
unnecessary defences and enormous subsidies: or if eten 
abstaining from direct encroachment on the !Nal>ob'’s rights, 
your government shall show but a degree of per^onal kind- 
ness to the partisans of the late usurpation, or by any con- 
structive indication of partiabty and disatfection, 
ground for the expectation of an approaching change of .sys- 
tem, I am sorry to say that all my labours will prove abor- 
tive. Bor the slightest causes will be sufficient to deject 
minds sore witb the remembrance of past conflicts, and to 
elevate those whose only dependence is placed in the renewal 
of the confusion which I have laboured with such zeal to 
eradicate, and will of course debilitate the authority which 
can alone insure future success. I almost fear that this de- 
nunciation of effects from causes so incompetent, as they will 
appear to those who have not had the experience which I 
have had of the quick sensibility which influences the habits 
of men placed in a state of policy so loose, and subject to 
the continual variations of capricious and despotic authority, 
'will be deemed overcharged, or perhaps void of foundation ; 
nor, if they should come to pass, will it be easy to trace 
them with any positive evidence to their connexion ; yet it is 
my duty to apprize you of what I apprehend, on grounds 
which I deem of absolute certainty, may come to pass ; and 
I rely on your candour for a fair interpretation of my inten- 
tion.” Here, my lords, the prisoner at your bar has dona 
exactly 'what his bitterest accuser would do — he goes through, 
head by head, every one of the measures which he had him- 
self pursued in the destruction of the country ; and he fore- 
tells that, if any one of those measures should again be pur- 
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sued, or e%eii if ^ood cause should be given to suspect they 
’would be renewed, the country must fail into a state of in- 
evitable destruction. This supersedes all observation. This 
pa|ier is a recapitulated, minute condemnation of e\ery step 
wliieii he took m that country, and ^ Inch steps are every 
one of them upon your lordships’ minutes. 

But, my lords, *we know very well the design of these 
prt‘tended apprehensions, and why he wished to have that 
eountrv’ left in the state lie speaks of. He had left a secret 
agent of his o\\ u to control that ostensible government, and 
to enable him, sitting in the place where he now sits, to con- 
tinue to govern those provinces in the way in which he now 
governs them. [A murmur having arisen here, Mr. Burke 
proceeded.] If I am called upon to re-word what I have 
just said, 1 shall repeat my words, and show strong grounds 
and reasons to indicate that he governs Oude now as much 
as he ever did. 

Tou see, my lords, that the reform which he pretended to 
make in 1781 produced the calamities which he states to have 
existed in 17S1, "We shall now show, that the reform which 
he pretended to make in 1784! brought on the calanuties which 
Lord Cornwallis states in his evidence to have existed in 1787, 

We Will now read two letters from Lord Cornwallis ; the 
first is dated the 16th November, 1787 * — “ I was received at 
Allahabad and attended to Lucknow by the Nabob and his 
ministers, with every mark of finendship and respect ; I can- 
not, however, express how much I was concerned during my 
short residence at his capital, and my progress through his 
dominions, to be witness of the disordered state of his finances 
and government, and of the desolate appearances of his 
country ; the evils were too alarming to admit of palliation, 
and I thought it my duty to exhort him, in the most friendly 
manner, to endeavour to apply effectual remedies to them. He 
began with urging as apology that, whilst he was not certain 
of the expense of our demands upon him, he had no real in- 
terest in being economical in his expenses, and that while we 
interfered in the internal management of his affairs, his own 
authority and that of his ministers were despised by his own 
subjects. It would have been useless to discuss these topics 
with him ; but while I repeated my former declarations of 
our being determined to give no ground in future for similar 
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eompkints, be jpive we the strone;edt assurances of his bemg 
resolved to apply hiiu'^elf earne.^tly to the encouragement of 
agriculture, and to endeavour to revive the commerce of his 
country.” 

Tlie second is dated the 2dth April, 178S : — “ Til! I saw 
the Vizier’s troops, I not without hope, that upon an 
emergency he would have been able to have furni-lied us with 
some useful cavalry , but I have no reason to believe tliat he 
has any in his service upon which it would be pnaltiit to 
place any dependence ; and I think it right to add, tliat his 
country appc'ars to be in so ruined a state, and his finances 
in so much disorder, that even in case of war we ought not 
to depend upon any material support from him ” 

3Iy lord^, I have only to remark upon these letters that, 
so fiir as they go, they pro\e the eficcts of IMr. Ha>tmgs>’!s 
reformation, from which he was pleased to promise the Com- 
pany such great things But when vour lordships know that 
he had left his dependant and minister, Hvder Beg Khan, 
there, whose character, as your lordships will find by a refer- 
ence to your minutes, he has represented as black as hell, to 
be the real governor there, and to carry on private correspond- 
ence with him here, — and that he had left Major Palmer, 
his private agent, for a considerable time in that country to 
carry on his affairs, — your lordships will easily see how it has 
come to pass that the Vizier, such a man as you ha\e heard 
him described to be, was not alone able to restore prosperity 
to his country. My lords, you have now seen what was the 
situation of the country in Sujah Bowlah’s time, prior to Air. 
Hastings’s interference with the government of it ; what it 
was during his government; and what situation it was in 
when Lord Cornwallis left it. Nothing now remains hut to 
call your lordships’ attention to perhaps the most extraordi- 
nary part of these transactions. But before we proceed we 
will beg leave to go back and read to your lordships the Na- 
bob’s letters of the 24th February, 1780 : — “ I have received 
your letter, and understand the contents. I cannot describe 
the solidity of your friendship and brotherly affection which 
subsisted between you and my late father ; from the Mend- 
ship of the Company he received numberless advantages ; and 
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I, notwithstanding I was left an orphan, from vour favoiii and 
that of the Conipanv was perfectly at ease, being satisfied 
that CTerythiDg would be w'ell, and that I should continue 
in the saiiie security that I was during vij father’s lifetime, 
from your protection. I accordingly, from the day of his 
death,’ have never omitted to cultivate your favour and the 
protection of the Company ; and whatever vras the desire and 
directions of the council at that time, I have ever since con- 
formed to and obeyed with readiness. Thanhs be given to 
God, that I have never as yet been backward in performing 
the wiU of the English Company, of the council, and of you ; 
and have always been from my heart ready to obey them, 
and have never given you any trouble, from my difficulties 
or wishes. Thus I have done simply from my knowledge of 
your favour towards me, and from my being certain that you 
would learn the particulars of my distresses and difficulties 
from other quarters, and would then show your friendship 
and good-will in whatever was for my advantage. But when 
the knife had penetrated to the bone, and I was surrounded 
with such heavy distresses that I could no longer live in ex- 
pectations, I then wrote an account of my difficulties ; the 
answer which I have received to it is such, that it has given 
me inexpressible grief and affliction. I never had the least 
idea or expectation from you and the council, that you would 
ever have given your orders in so afflicting a manner, in 
which you never before wrote, and which I could not have 
imagined. As I am resolved to obey the orders and di- 
rections of the council, without any delay, as long as I live, 
I have, agreeably to those orders, delivered up all my private 
papers to him, that when he shall have examined my receipts 
and expenses, he may take whatever remains. As I know it 
to be my duty to satisfy you, the Company, and council, I 
have not failed to obey in any instance, but requested of him 
that it might he done so as not to distress me in my neces- 
sary expenses, there being no other fund but those for the 
expenses of mutseddies, household expenses, and servants, 
&c. He demanded these in such a manner, that, being 
remediless, I was obliged to comply with what he required. 
He has accordingly stopped the pensions of my old servants 
of thirty years, whether sepoys, mntseddies, or household 
servants ; and the expenses of my family and kitchen, to- 
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gather with the jaj^hires of iny grandmother. imothiT, and 
aunt®, and of mv brothers and dependantit, Rldeh were for 
rheir support. 1 had rained one thirti-nand ii\e Inmdrt d hor»*, 
and three battalions of laepovs to attend upon me ; but as I 
have no resources to supiiort them, I lia^e been obliged to 
remo\e the people stationed in the mahal^. and ti> .'^•nd hia 
people into the mahala, so that I have not nu\i one single ser- 
\ant about me. Should I meutiun what further difficulties I 
have been reduced to, it would lay me open to contempt; 
although I have willingly assented to thi» wlneli brings such 
distress on me, and liave in a manner altogether ruined m}- 
self ; yet I failed not to do it fur this reason, because it w as 
for your satisfaction and that of the council: and I am 
])at lent, and even thankful m this condition; but I cannot 
imagine for what cause tou have couceneil displeasure 
against me, from the commencement of my adninistration. 
In every circumstance I received strength and seciirily iVtuu 
your favour and that of the council, and in ev ery instance 
\uu and the council have shown your Inendship and utfec- 
tion for me ; but at present, that you have sent these orders, 
I am greatly perplexed.” 

"We w’ill not trouble your lordships with the remainder of 
the letter, which is ail in the same style of distress and 
affliction; and of the abject dependence of a man who con- 
siders himself as insulted, robbed, and ruined in that state of 
dependence. 

In addition to the evidence contained in this letter, your 
lordships will be pleased to recollect the Nabob’s letter which 
we read to your lordships yesterday, the humble and abject 
style of which you will never forget. Oh! consider, my 
lords, this instance of the fate of human greatness ! You 
must remember, that there is not a trace anywhere in any 
of the various trunks of Mr. Hastings, that he ever conde- 
scended so much as to give an answer to the suppliant letters 
of that unhappy man. There was no mode of indignity 
with w'hich he did not treat his family — there was no mode 
of mdignity with which he did not treat his person — there 
was no mode of indignity with which he did not treat his 
minister, Hyder Beg Khan, — ^this man whom he represents 
to be the most infamous and scandalous of mankind, and 
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of whom be iie\ erthele&s, at tbe same time, declares, that bis 
only support with the Yizier was the support which be, 
Warren Hastings, as representative of tbe JEnglish govern- 
ment, gave him. 

We will now read a paper which, perhaps, ought not to 
ha-ve been received in evidence; hut which we were willing 
to enter in your minutes as evidence, in order that ever) - 
thing should* come before you. Your lordships have heard 
the Yabob speak of his misery, distress, and oppression ; but 
here he makes a complete defeasance, as it were, of the whole 
charge, a direct disa\owal of every one of the complaints, 
and particularly that of having ne^er received an answer to 
these complaints. Oh ! think, I say, my lords, of the de- 
graded, miserable, and unhappy state to which human nature 
may be reduced, when you bear this unhappy man declare 
that all the charges which we have made upon this subject 
relative to him, and which are all either admitted by him or 
taken from his own representation, are now* stated by him in 
a paper before you to be all false, and that there is not a w’ord 
of the representation which he had made of Mr. Hastings 
that has the least truth m it. Your lordships will find this 
lu that collection of \arious papers, which ought to be pre- 
feer\ed and put into e’very museum in Europe, as one of the 
most extraordinary productions that was e\er exhibited to 
the w’orld. 

Papers received the 8th of March, 1788, and translated 
pursuant to an order of the Governor- Hen eral m council, 
dated the 27th of April, 1788, under the seal of his excellency 
the Yawaub Azoph ul Dow lab, Azoph Jeh Behodar, Yizier ul 
Momilek: — “I ha\e at this time learnt that tbe gentlemen 
in power in England, upon the suspicion that Mr Hastings, 
during his administration, acted contrary to the rules of jus- 
tice and impartiality, and, actuated by motives of avidity, 
was mimical townrds men without cause ; that he broke such 
engagements and treaties as had been made between tbe Com- 
pany and other chiefs ; that he extended the hand of oppres- 
sion over the properties of men ; tore up the roots of prosper- 
ity and security jfrom the land, and rendered the ryots and 
subjects destitute, by force and extortion. As this accusa- 
tion, iu fact, is destitute of uprightness and void of truth, 
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tlierefope vitli a to shnw tijo truth in its* true mlo ir-*. I 
have written upon this sheet viith tmth and sineerih, to 
serve as an evidence, and to represent T>*al facts, to sen-e 
also as information and communication, — that 3ir Ilastinir", 
from the commencement of hi‘«t admirintratsoii, until his de- 
parture for Eneiand, whether dunii" the lifetime of the de- 
eeased Xaw'aub, of hle-aed menior\, Vizier ill iMoulk, SSiijali 
111 Bowlah Rehodar. mv iiuher, nr duriiiir my goveninieiit. 
<1 k 1 not at anv time transact, contrary to justice, any matter 
which took place from the "reat friendships between me and 
the Compam, nor m any buMiiess depart from the path <4 
truth and uprightness , hut cultivated fneiidship. with inh^- 
gnty and sincerity, and m every respect engaged hmiself in 
the duties of friend'^hip, with me, iny niinisters. and cuiiti- 
dants. I am at all times, and in every way, pleased with and 
thankful for his friendly manners and qualities : and mv 
ministers and confidant^ who have alviavs every one of them 
been satisfied with his conduct, are fur ever grateful for ln& 
friendship, and thankful for his virtues As these matters art 
real facts and according to truth, I hav e w ritteii these hne'^ 
as an evidence, and transmit the paper to England through 
the government of Calcutta, for the information of the gen- 
tlemen of power and rank in England ” 

Observ'e, my lords, the candour of the Commons — w’e pro- 
duce this evidence, w Inch accuses us, as Mr. Hastings does, 
of uttering everything that is false — we choose to bring our 
shame before the w’orld, and to admit that this man, on 
whose behalf and on the behalf of whose country we hav e 
accused Mr. Hastings, has declared that this accusation 
(namely this impeachment) is destitute of uprightness and 
without truth But, my lords, this is not only a direct con- 
tradiction to all he has ever said — to ail that has been proved 
to you by ns ; but a direct contradiction to all the represent- 
ations of Mr. Hastings himself. Your lordships will hence 
see what credit is to be given to these papers. 

Your lordships shall now hear what Hyder Beg Khan 
says ; that Hyder Beg Khan who stands recorded in your 
minutes as the worst of mankind; who is represented as 
WTiting letters without the Kabob’s consent, and in defiance 
of him; — the man of whom Mr. Hastings savs that the Na- 
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bob is notbiiig but a tool in bis bands, and that the Nab^b is, 
and ever must be, a tool of somebody or other. Now as we 
ha\e heard the tool speak, let us bear how the workman em- 
ployed to work with this tool speaks : — 

iLitract from Hyder Beg Khan’s letter to the G-ovemor 
and council: — “ It is at this time learnt by the JSTawaub Vizier 
and us his ministers, that gentlemen of power in England 
are displeased -wnth Mr. Hastmgs, on the suspicion that during 
bis administration in this countiy', from motives of avidity, 
be committed oppressions contrary to the rules of justice, 
took the properties of men by deceit and force, injured the 
n ots and subjects, and rendered the country destitute and 
ruined. — As the true and upright disposition of Mr. Hast- 
ings is in every respect free of this suspicion, we therefore 
with truth and sincerity declare by these lines, written ac- 
cording to fact, that Mr. Hastmgs, from the first of his ap- 
pointment to the government of this country, until his de- 
parture for Europe, during his authority in tlie management 
of the aftairs of the country, whether in the lifetime of the 
Xawaub iSujah ul Dowiah Behadre deceased, or whether 
during the present reign, did not, m any matters which took 
place irom the great fnendslnp between this government and 
the Company, act in anywise upon motive of avidity, and not 
hacing, in any respect, other than justice and propriety in 
lutention, did not swerve from their rules, he kept his excel- 
lency the Vizier always pleased and satisfied ” (you will re- 
member, my lords, the last expressions of his pleasure and 
satisfaction) “ by his friendship and attention in every mat- 
ter. He at all times showed favour and kindness towards 
the ministers of this government, and under his protection 
halving enjo} ed perfect happiness and comfort, we are from 
our hearts satisfied with, and grateful for, his benevolence 
and goodness.” 

Here, my lords, you have the character which Hyder Beg 
Khan gives of Mr. Hastings ; of the man who he knew had 
loaded him, as he had done, with every kind of indignity, 
reproach, and outrage with which a man can he loaded. 
Your lordships will see that this testimony repeats almost 
word for word the testimony of the Vizier Nabob, wh'cb 
shows who the real writer is. 
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My lords, it ia said that there is no word in che Pewian 
language to express gratitude. With these signal instanees 
of gratitude before us, I think we may venture to put one 
into their dictionary. Mr. Hastings has «taid he has had the 
pleasure to find from the people of India that gratitude 
which he has not met with from his own c<(iiotr}nien, the 
House of Commons. Certainly if he has done ih services, 
we have been ungrateful indexed ; if he has committed enor- 
mous crimes, we are juil:. Of the miserable, dependent situ- 
ation to which these people are reduced, that they are not 
ashamed to come forward and deny everything they have 
given under their own hand , ail these things show tlie por- 
tentous nature of this government, they show the portentous 
nature of that phalanx with which the Hou>e of Common*' 
is at present at w ar ; the power of that captain-general uf 
every species of Indian miquitj', which under him is embodied, 
arrayed, and paid, from Leadenhall Street to the furthermost 
part of India W e have but one observation more to offer 
upon this collection of rayzunumas, upon these miserable 
testimonials given by these wretched people, in contradiction 
to all their owm previous representations ; directly in contra- 
diction to those of Mr. Hastings himself ; directly in contra- 
diction to those of liord Cornwallis; directly m contra- 
diction to truth itself. It is this. Here is Mr. Hastings 
with his agents canvassing the country with all that minute- 
ness with which a county is canvassed at an election ; and 
yet in this whole book of rayzunumas^ not one fact adduced 
by us is attempted to be disproved, not one fact upon which 
Mr. Hastings's defence can be founded is attempted to be 
proved. There is nothing but hare vile panegyrics, directly 
belied by the state of facts ; directly belied by the persons 
themselves ; directly belied by Mr. Hastings at your bar, and 
by all the whole course of the correspondence of the eountr}". 

We here leave to your lordships' judgment the considera- 
tion of the elevated rank of the persons aggrieved, and de- 
graded to the lowest state of dependence and actual distress , 
the consideration of the condition of the country gentlemen, 
who were obliged to hide their heads wherever they could, 
from the piunderers and robbers established under his au- 
thority in every part of the country ; and that of the miser- 
able common people, who have been obliged to sell their cLil- 
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dreu througli %^a«t c»f food to feed them ; the consideration, 1 
say, of the nianner in which this country, in the highest, in 
the middle, and in the lowest classes of its inhabitants, nay 
in physical orks of God, was desolated and destroyed by 
this man, Ha’vnng now done \^ith the province of Oude, we 
will proceed to the province of Bengal, and consider what 
was the kind of government which he exercised there, and in 
what manner it affected the people that were subjected to it. 

Bengal, like every part of India si^bject to the British em- 
pire, contains (as I have already had occasion to mention) 
three distinct classes of people, forming three distinct social 
systems. The first is the Mahomedans, which about seven 
hundred years ago obtained a footing in that country, and 
ever since has in a great degree retained its authority there. 
Tor the Mahomedans had settled there long before the found- 
ation of the Bengal empire, wrhich was overturned by Tamer- 
lane. Bo that this people, who are represented sometimes 
loosely as strangers, are people of ancient and considerable 
settlement in that eountiy; and though, like Mahoinedan 
settlers m many other countries, they have fallen into decay, 
yet being continually recruited from various parts of Tartary, 
under the >Iogul empire, and from various parts of Persia, 
they continue to be the leading and most pow'erful people 
throughout the Peiimsula ; and so we found them there. 
These people, fur the most part, follow no trades or occupa- 
tion, their religion and laws lorbidding t' 3m in the strictest 
manner to take usury or profit arising from money that is in 
any way lent ; they have therefore no other means for their 
support but what arises from their adherence to, and con- 
nexion wnth, the ]Mogul government and its viceroys. They 
enjoy under them various offices civil and military, various 
employments in the courts of law, and stations in the army. 
Accordingly a prodigious number of people, almost all of them 
persons of the most ancient and respectable families in the 
country, are dependent upon and chug to the soubahdars or 
viceroys of the several provinces. They, therefore, who 
oppress, plunder, and destroy the soubahdars, oppress, rob, 
and destroy an immense mass of people. It is true that a 
supervening government, established upon another, always 
reduces a certein portion of the dependants upon the latter to 
wunt. You must distress, by the very nature of the circum- 
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stances of tlie case, a great number of people ; but tben it is 
your buftinesy, wlit^n, by the superiority which you hare 
acquired, however you may have acquired it (for I am not now 
considering whether \ou have acquired it by fraud or force, or 
whether by a mixture of both h w'hen, I say, } ou ha\ e acquired 
it, it is your hubine'-s iii>t to oppress those peopk* with new 
and additional difficulties, but rather to console them in the 
state to which they are reduced, and to gi\e them all the 
assistance and protection in your power- 

The next system is composed of the descendants of the 
people who were found m the country by the 3l*ahomedaii 
invaders. The system before mentioned comprehends the 
official interest, the judicial mtere-jt, the court interest, and 
the military interest. This latter body includes almost the 
whole landed interest, commercial interest, and monied in- 
terest of the countrv For the Hindoos not being forbidden 
by their laws or religious tenets as laid down in the Shaster 
— many of them became the principal money-lenders and 
bankers ; and thus the Hindoos form the greatest part botli 
of the landed and monied interest in that country. 

The third and last system is formed of the English interest ; 
which in reality, whether it appears directly or indirectly, is 
the governing interest of the whole country ; of its civil and 
military interest, of its landed, monied, and revenue interest ; 
and what to us is the greatest concern of all, it is this system 
which is responsible for the government of that country to 
the government of G-reat Britain. It is divided into tw’o 
parts, one emanating from the Company, and afterwards re- 
gulated by act of parliament ; the other a judicial body sent 
out by, and acting under, the authority of the crown itself. 
The persons composing that interest are those wffiom w’e 
usually call the servants of the Company. They enter into 
that service, as your lordships know, at an early period of 
life, and they are promoted accordingly as their merit or 
their interest may provide for them. This body of men, with 
respect to its number, is so small as scarcely to deserve men- 
tioning , but from certain circumstances, the government of 
the whole country is fallen into their hands. Amongst these 
circumstances the most important and essential are their 
having the public revenues and the public purse entirely in 
their own hands, and their having an army maintained by 
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tliat purse. an«l disciplioed in the European manner. Such 
was the state of that country when Mr. Hastings was 
appointed Governor in 1772. *Tour lordships are now to 
decide upon the manner in which he has comported himself 
'w ith regard to all these three interests ; first, whether he has 
made the ancient Mahomedan families as easy as he could ; 
secondlv, whether he has made the Hindoo inhabitants, the 
zemindars and their tenants, as secure in their property and 
as easy in their tenure as he could ; and lastly, whether he 
has made the English interest a blessing to the country ; and 
whilst It provided moderate, safe, and proper emoluments to 
the persons that were concerned in it — it kept them from 
oppression and rapine, and a general waste and ravage of the 
country ; w’hether, in short, he made all these three interests 
pursue that one object which all interests and all governments 
ought to pursue, the advantage and welfare of the people 
under them. 

My lords, in support of our charge against the prisoner at 
\our bar, that he acted in a manner directly the reverse of 
this, we have proved to you that his first acts of oppression 
were directed against the Mahomedan government , that go- 
vernment which had been before, not only in name, hut in 
eftect to the very time of his appointment, the real govern- 
ment of the country. After the Company had acqmred its 
right over it, some shadow still remained of the ancient go- 
\ emment. An allowance was settled for the !Nahob of Bengal, 
to support the dignity of his court, which amounted to be- 
tween four and five hundred thousand pounds a year. In 
this was comprehended the support of the whole mass of no- 
bility ; the soldiers, serving or retired ; aH the officers of the 
court ; and all the women that were dependent upon them ; 
the whole of the criminal jurisdiction of the country, and a 
very considerable part of the civil law and the civil govern- 
ment. These establishments formed the constitutional basis 
of their political government. 

The Company never had, and it is a thing that we can 
never too often repeat to your lordships, the Company never 
had of right despotic power in that country, to overturn any 
of these establishments. The Mogiil, who gave them their 
charters, could not give them such a power, he did not de 
fsueto give them such a power ; the government of this coua- 
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tr} did not by act of parliament, and the Company did nut 
and could not by their delegation, give him such a power; 
the act, by which he was appointed Governor, did not gi\e 
him such a power. If he eiercised it, he usurped it; and 
therefore e^ery step we take in the eaaimnation of his con- 
duct in Bengal, as in every step we take upon the same sub- 
ject everjwrhere else, we look for the justification of his 
conduct to laws ; the law of nations, the law's of this coun- 
try, and the laws of the country he was sent to go\em. 

The government of that country, by the ancient constitu- 
tion of the Mogul empire (besides the numberless mdiGdual 
checks and counter-checks m the interior officers), is di\ided 
into the viceroyal part and the souhahdarry part. The vice- 
royal part takes in ail criminal justice and political govern- 
ment, ^Ir. Hastings found the country under a viceroy, 
governing according to law, acting by proper judges and 
magistrates under him ; he himself not being the judicial 
but executive power of the country ; that which sets the 
other in action, and does not supersede it or supply its place. 
The other, the souhahdarry power, which was by the grant of 
the dew’anny conferred upon the Company, had under its 
care the revenues, as much of the civil government as is con- 
cerned with the revenues, and many other matters growdng 
out of it. These two offices are coordinate and dependent 
on each other. The Company, after contracting to maintain 
the army out of it, got the whole revenue mto their power. 
The army being thus within their power, the soubahdar by 
degrees vanished into an empty name. 

When we thus undertook the government of the country, 
conscious that we had undertaken a task which hy any per- 
sonal exertion of our owm we were unable to perform in any 
proper or rational w’ay, the Company appomted a native of the 
country, Mahomed Keza Khma, wrho stands upon the records 
of the Company, I venture to say, with such a character as 
no man perhaps ever did stand, to execute the duties of both 
offices. Upon the expulsion of Cossim Ali Khan, the Nabob 
of Bengal, all his chddren w’ere left in a young, feeble, and 
unprotected state ; and in that state of things, Lord Clive, 
Mr. Sumner, who sits near Mr. Hastings, and the rest of the 
council, wisely appomted Mahomed Eeza Khan to fulfil the 
two offices 01 deputy viceroy and deputy dew'an, for w'hich 
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he had immense allnwanees and great jaghires and revenues 
I allow. He \\a3 a man of that dignity, rank, and con- 
sideration, added to his knowledge of law and experience in 
business, that Lord Clive and Sir. Sumner, who examined 
strictly his conduct at that tune, did not think that £112,000 
a } ear, the amount of the emoluments which had been al- 
lu“wed him, was a great deal too much: hut at his own de- 
sire, and in order that these emoluments might be brought to 
stated and fixed sums, they reduced it to £90,000 ; an allow- 
ance which they thought was ncft more than sufficient to 
preserve the state of so great a magistrate, and a man of such 
rank, exercismg such great employments. The whole reve- 
nue of the Company depended upon his talents and fidelity ; 
and you will find, that on the day in which he surrendered 
the revenues into our hands, the dewanny, under his man- 
agement, was a million more than it produced on the day 
Mr. Hastings left it. Eor the truth of this, I refer your lord- 
ships to a letter of the Company sent to the board of control. 
This letter is not m evidence before your lordships, and what 
1 am stating is merely historical. But I state the fact, and' 
with the powder of refernng, for their proof, to documents as 
authentic as if they were absolutely in evidence before you. 
A^ssuming, therefore, that all these facts may be verified by 
the records of the Company, I have now to state that this 
man, by some rumours true or false, was supposed to have 
misconducted himself m a time of great calamity in that 
country. A great famine had about this time grievously 
afflicted the whole province of Bengal. I must remark, by 
the way, that these countries are liable to this calamity ; but 
it is greatly blessed by nature with resources which afford 
the means of speedy recovery, if their government does not 
counteract them. ^ 2^ature, that inflicts the calamity, soon 
heals the wound ; it is m ordinary seasons the most fertile 
country, inhabited by the most industrious people, and the 
most disposed to marriage and settlement, probably, that ex- 
ists in the whole world ; so that population and fertility are 
soon restored, and the inhabitants quickly resume their 
former industrious occupations. 

Buring the agitation excited in the country by the ca- 
lamity I have just mentioned, Mahomed ^E^za Khdn, through 
the intrigues of Eajah JS'undcomar, one of his political rivals, 



WJ.RRLN HASn>GS 


m 

and of some Enijilisb faetion that supported !iiiiui?^as arcii'-fd 
of being one of tlie eaust*'^ of the faniiiie In answer to tln-s 
eharge, he alleged, what was certainly a bufficient jiwtiliratiun. 
— that he had acted under the direction of the English board, 
to which his conduct throughout this buaineaa waa fuih 
known. The Company, however, sent an order from Eng- 
land to have him tned; but though he frequently supplied ed 
the government at Calcutta that his tnal bhould be protwded 
in, in order that he might be either acquitted and discharged, 
or condemned, Mr. Hastings kept him m prison two years, 
under pretence (as he wrote word to the directors) that Ma- 
homed Eeza Elhan himself was not ven.' desirous to hasten 
the matter. In the mean time the court of directors, having 
removed him from his great offices, authorized and com- 
manded Mr. Hastings (and here we come within the sphere 
of your minutes) to appomt a successor to Mahomed Eeza 
Khan, fit to fulfil the duties of his station. Kow I shall first 
show your lordships what sort of person the court of directors 
desenbed to him as most fit to fill the office of Mahomed 
Reza Khan ; what sort of person he did appomt , and then 
we will trace out to you the consequences of that appoint- 
ment. 

Letter from the court of directors to the president and 
council at Eort "William, dated 28th August, 1771 : — “ Though 
we have not a doubt but that, by the exertion of your abili- 
ties and the care and assiduity of our servants in the superin- 
tendency of the revenues, the collections will be conducted 
with more advantage to the Company and ease to the natives 
than by means of a naib dewan j we are fully sensible of the 
expediency of supporting some ostensible minister in the Com- 
pany’s interest at the Kaboh’s court, to transact the political 
affairs of the sircar, and interpose between the Company and 
the subjects of any European power, in all cases wherein 
they may thw^art our interest or encroach on our authority ; 
and as Mahomed Eeza Khan can no longer be considered by 
us as one to whom such a power can be safely committed, we 
trust to your local knowledge the selection of some person 
well qualified for the affairs of government, and of whose at- 
tachment to the Company you shall be well assured ; such 
person you wiE recommend to the Kabob to succeed Ma- 
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liomed Eeza as minister of the government, and guardian oi 
the Nabob’s mmunty ; and we persuade ourselves that the 
Nabob will pay such regard to your recommendation, as to 
imest him with the necessary power and authority. ^ 

“ As the advantages which the Company may receive from 
the appointment of such minister will depend on his readi- 
ness to promote our views and advance our interest, we are 
w illing to allow him so liberal a gratification as may excite 
his zeal and secure his attachment to the Company ; we 
therefore empower you to grant to the person whom you 
shall think worthy of this trust an annual allow’ance not ex- 
ceeding three lacks of rupees (£30,000), which we consider 
not o^y as a munificent reward for any services he shall 
render the Company, but sufficient to enable him to support 
his station with suitable rank and dignity. And here we 
must add, that in the choice you shall make of a person to 
be the active minister of the Nabob’s government, we hope 
and trust that you will show yourselves worthy of the con- 
fidence we have placed in you, by being actuated therein by 
no other motives than those of the public good and the safety 
and interest of the Company.” 

Here, my lords, a person was to be named fit to fill the 
office and supply the place of Mahomed Eeza Khan, who 
was deputy viceroy of Bengal, at the head of the criminal 
justice of the country, and m short at the head of the whole 
ostensible 3Iahomedan government. He was also to supply 
the place of Alahomed Eeza Kh^n as naib dewan, from 
which Eeza Khan was to be removed : for you will observe - 
the directors always speak of a man fit to perform all the 
duties of Mahomed Eeza Khan ; and amongst these he was 
to he as the guardian of the Nabob’s person, and the repre- 
sentative of his authority and government. 

Mr. Hastings, having received these orders from the court 
of directors, did — what ? He alleges m his defence, that ^ 
no positive commands were given him ; hut a very sufficient 
d^cription was given of the person who ought to succeed 
Mahomed Eeza Khan, in whom the Company had before 
recognised ah the necessary qualities ; and they therefore 
desire him to name a similar person. But what does Mr. 
Hastings do in consequence of this authority ? He names 
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BO man at all. He searches into the sem^lio of the Xabob, 
and names a woman to be the vi<*eroy of the pro^lnw, to be 
the head of the ostensible government^ to be the guardian of 
the JCabob’s j)er8on, the conservator of his authority* and a 
proper representative of the remaining majesty of that go- 
>eniinent. Well, my lords, he searched the seraglio. When 
yon have to take into consideration the guardianship of a 
person of great dignity, there are two circuin>tanee8 to be 
attended to ; one a faithful and affectionate guardianship of 
his person ; and the other a strung interest m his authority, 
and the means of exercising that authority in a proj^ier and 
competent manner. 

Mr. Hastings, when he W'as looking for a woman in tht" 
seraglio (for he could find women only there), must have 
found actually in authority there the ^Nabob's own mother , 
certainly a person who by nature was mo^t fit to be his 
guardian ; and there is no manner of doubt of her being 
sufficiently competent to that duty. Here then was a legiti- 
mate wife of the Kabob Jaffier All Kh^n, a woman of rank 
and distinction, fittest to take care of the person and inter- 
ests, as far as a woman could take care of them, of her own 
son. In this situation she had been placed before, during 
the administration of Mahomed Reza Khan, by the direct 
orders of the governor, Sir John Cartier. She had, I say, 
been put in possession of that trust, w'hich it was natural and 
proper to give to such a woman. But what does Mr. Hast- 
ings do ? He deposes this woman. He stnps her of her 
authority, with which he found her invested under the sanc- 
tion of the English government. He finds out a woman in 
the seraglio called Miinny Begum, who was bound to the 
Nabob by no tie whatever of natural affection. He makes 
this woman the guardian of the young Nabob's person. She 
bad a son who had been placed upon the musnud after the 
death of his father Sujah Powlah, and had been appointed 
his guardian. This young Nabob died soon afterwards, and 
was succeeded by Nuzimut Dowlah, another natural son of 
Sujah Howlah. This prince being left without a mother, 
this woman was suffered to retain the guardianship of the 
Nabob till his death. When Mobarick ul Dowlah, a legitimate 
son of Sujah Bowlah, succeeded him, Sir John Cartier did 
what his duty was, he put the Nabob's own mother into tlie 
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pkce wbich blie \\a3 naturally entitled to hold, the guardian, 
ship of her own son, and displaced Munnj Begum. The 
uhtde of the arrangement, by which Munny Begum was 
appointed guardian of the two preceding Kabobs, stands m 
the Compau\*te records, stigmatized as a transaction base, 
wicked, and corrupt. We w’lll read to your lordships an 
extract from a letter which has the signature of Mr. Sumner, 
the gentleman who sits here by the side of Mr. Hastings, 
and trom which you wiU learn what the Company and the 
council thought of the original nomination of Munny Begum 
and of her son. Ton will find that they considered her as 
a great agent and mstrument of all the corruption there; 
and that this whole transaction, by which the bastard son of 
!Munny Begum was brought forward to the prejudice of the 
legitimate son of the Nabob, was considered to be, what it 
upon the very face of it speaks itself to be, corrupt and scan- 
dalous. 

Extract of a general letter from the president and council 
at Calcutta, Bengal, to the select committee of the directors. 
Paragraph 5. — “ At Fort Samt George w^e received the first 
advices of the demise of Meer Jaffier, and of Sujah Dowlah’s 
defeat, it wus there firmly imagined that no definitive mea- 
sures would be taken, either with respect to a peace or filli-ng 
the vacancy in the nizamut before our arrival, as the Lap- 
tdnp arrived in the month of January with your general 
letter, and the appointment of a committee with express 
powers to that pu^ose, for the successful exertion of which 
the happiest occasion now offered. However, a contrary re- 
solution prevailed in the council ; the opportunity of acquiring 
immense fortunes was too inviting to be neglected, and the 
temptation too pow'erful to be resisted ; a treaty was hastily 
drawn up by the board, or rather transcribed with few unim- 
portant additions from that concluded with Meer Jaffier, and 
a deputation, consisting of Messrs. Johnstone, senior, Middle- 
ton, and Leycester, appointed to raise the natural son of the 
deceased Nabob to the souhahdarry, in prejudice of the claim 
of the grandson ; and for this measure such reasons assigned 
as ought to have dictated a diametrically opposite resolution. 
Miran’s son was a minor, which circumstance alone would 
nave naturally brought the whole administration into our 
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baTitla, at a juncture when it became imbapen'iaWy iiei*e-'«ary 
v^t tfliouid realize the ’^ha<Um 4»t' p-mer and intJuence, 'fthieh, 
ha%*ing no solid foundation, ^liun oApohed to the danger of 
being aimiiulateti by the first str«»ke of ad\ersk* fortune. But 
this inconsistence •was nut regarded, nor was it material to 
the views for precipitating the trcau. vthich was pressed on 
the young Nabob at the first iuter\'it^w, in so earnest and 
indelicate a inannerj as highly disgu.-ted him and chagrined 
his ministers, while not a single rupee was stipulated for the 
Company, whose interests were sacrificed, that their servanta 
might revel in the spoils of a treasury before impoverished, 
but now totally exhausted ” 

“ 6. — This scene of corruption was first disclosed at a visit 
the Nabob paid to Lord Ciive and the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee a few days after our arrival , he there delivered to his 
lordship a letter filled with bitter complaints of the insults 
and indignity he had been expo^ed to, and the embezzlement 
of near twenty lacks of rupees issued from his treasury for 
purposes unknown, durmg the late negotiations , — so public 
a complaint could not be disregarded, and it soon prcduced 
an inquiry. We referred the letter to the board, m expecta- 
tion of obtainmg a satisfactory account of the application of 
this money, and were answered onl}" by a warm remon- 
strance, entered by Mr. Leycester, against that very Nabob 
m whose elevation he boasts of having been a principal 
agent.” 

“ 7. — Mahomed Beza Khan, the naib soubah, was then 
called upon to account for this large disbursement from the 
treasury ; and he soon delivered to the committee the very 
extraordinary narrative entered in our proceedings, the 6th 
of June, wherein he specifies the several names and sums, 
by whom paid, and to whom, whether in cash, bills, or obli- 
gation. So precise, so accurate an account as this of money 
for secret and venal services w’as never, we believe, before 
this period, exhibited to the honourable court of directors ; at 
least never vouched by undeniable testimony and authentic 
documents by Juggut Sect, who himself was obliged to con- 
tribute largely to the sums demanded by Moolyram, who was 
employed % Mr. Johnstone in all these pecuniary transac- 
tions by the Nabob and Mahomed Keza Kh^n, who were the 
heaviest sufferers ; and lastly, by the confession of the gen- 
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tkmen tliemselves, -whose names are specified in the distribiv- 
tion list.’* 

“ S. — Jui^gut Seefc expressly declared m his narrative, that 
the sum which he agreed to pay the deputation, amounting 
to 12o,000 rupees, was extorted by menaces ; and since the 
close of our mquiiw% and the opinions we delivered in the 
proceedings of the 21st of June, it' fully appears, that the 
presents from the ISiabob and Mahomed Eeza Kh^n, exceed- 
ing the immense sum of seventeen lacks, were not the volun- 
tary offerings of gratitude, but contributions levied on the 
weakness of the government, and violently exacted from the 
dependent state and timid disposition of the minister. The 
charge, indeed, is denied on the one hand, as well as affirmed 
on the other. Tour honourable hoard must therefore deter- 
mine how far the circumstance of extortion may aggravate 
the crime of disobedience to yonr positive orders ; the ex- 
posing the government m a manner to sale, and receiving the 
infamous wages of corruption &om opposite parties and con- 
tending interests. W e speak with boldness, because we speak 
from conviction founded upon indubitable evidence, that be- 
sides the above sums specified in the distribution account, to 
the amount of £228,125 sterling, there was likewise to the 
value of several lacks of rupees procured from Nundcomar 
and Eoyduliub, each of whom aspired at and obtained a 
promise of that very employment it was predetermined to 
bestow on Mahomed Eeza Kh^. — Signed at the end, — 
Clive, -W B. Sumner, John Camac, H. Verelst, Era® Sykes.’* 

My lords, the persons who sign this letter are mostly the 
friends of, and one of them is the gentleman who is bail for 
and sits near, Mr. Hastings. They state to you this horrible 
and venal transaction, by which the government was set to 
sale, by which a bastard son was elevated to the wrong of the 
natural and legitimate heir ; and in which a prostitute, his 
mother, was put iu the place of the honourable and legitimate 
mother of the representative of the family. 

How if there was one thing more than another under 
heaven which Mr. Hastings ought to have shunned, it was 
the suspicion of being concerned in any such infamous trans- 
action as that which is here recorded to be so — a transaction 
in which the country fifovemment had before been sold to this 
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Terr woman and her ofF^pnner, and m wbiVli two ^reat candi- 
dates for poll or in that country tuufirht against each other, 
and jperhapa the largest offerer earned it. 

When a Governor- General sees the traces of eormption in 
the con(luq|( of his predecessors, the traces of injustice follow- 
ing that corruption, — the traces of notorious irregularitv, in 
setting aside the just claimants in faiour of those that liave 
no claim at all, — he 1ms that htfore his eyes which ought to 
have made him the more ^cnlpulously avoid and to keep at 
the farthest distance possible from the contamon, and even 
the suspicion of being corrupted by it. Moreover, my lords, 
it w'as in consequence of the'ie very transactions, that the 
new covenants w’ere made which bind the servants of the 
Company never to take a present of above £200, or some 
such sum of money, from any native in circum&tances therc‘ 
described. This covenant I shall reserve for consideration 
in another part of this busine.«s. It was m pursuance of this 
idea, and to prevent the abuse of the prevailing custom of 
visiting the governing powers of that country, with a view 
of receiving presents from them, that the House of Commons 
afterwards, in its inquiries, took up this matter and passed 
the regulating act in 1773. But to return to Munny Begum ; 
— this very person, that had got into power by the means al- 
ready mentioned, did Mr. Hastings resort to, knowing her to 
be well skilled in the trade of bribery ; knowing her skilful 
practice in business of this sort ; knowing the fitness of her 
eunuchs, instruments, and agents to be dealers in this kind 
of traffic. This very woman did Mr. Hastings select, stigma- 
tized as she was in the Company’s record, stigmatized by the 
verv" gentleman who sits next to him, and whose name you 
have heard read to you, as one of those members of the 
council that reprobated the horrible iniquity of the transac- 
tion, in which this woman was a prmcipai agent. Bor though 
neither the young Ji'abob nor his mother ought to have been 
raised to the stations in which they were placed, and were 
placed there for the purpose of facilitating the receipt of 
bribes, yet the order oi nature was preserved, and the mother 
was made the guardian of her own son. For though she was 
a prostitute and he a bastard, yet still she was a mother and 
he a son ; and both nature and legitimate disposition, with 
regard to the guardianship of a son, went together. 
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But ^ bat did Mr. Hastings do? Improving upon the pre- 
ceding traiifeactiou, improving on it bj a kind of refinement 
in corruption, be dn\es away the lawful mother from her 
lawful guardianship ; the mother of nature he turns out, and 
he deli\ ers her son to the stepmother, to be the guardian of 
his person. That your lordships may see who this woman 
was, we shall read to you a paper from your lordships’ min- 
utes, produced before Mr. Hastings’s face, and never contra- 
dicted by him from that day to this. 

At a consultation, 24th July, 1775 : — “ Shah Chanim, de- 
ceased, was sister to the Nabob Mahub ul Jung by the same 
father, but dilferent mothers ; she married IVIeer Mahomed 
Jaffier Khan, by whom she had a son and a daughter ; the 
name of the former was Meer Mahomed Sadduc Ali Khan, 
and the latter was married to Meer Mahomed Cossim Kh^n 
Sadduc ; Ali Khan had two sons and two daughters ; the 
sons’ names are Meer Sydoc and Meer Sobeem, who are now 
living ; the daughters were married to Sultan Merza Daood. 

“ Baboo Begum, the mother of the Nabob Mobarick ul 
Dowlah, was the daughter of Summim Ali Kh4n, and mar- 
ried Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan. The history of Munny 
Begum is this : — At a \illage called Balcurda, near Sehmdra, 
there lived a w idow, who from her great poverty, not being 
able to bring up her daughter Munny. gave her to a slave girl 
belonging to Summim All Khan, whose name w^as Bissoo; 
during the space of five years she lived at Shahjehunabad, 
and was educated by Bissoo, after the manner of a dancing 
girl ; afterward the Nabob Shamot Jung, upon the marriage 
of Ikram ul Bow lab, brother to the Nabob Surage ul Bowdah, 
sent for BI^soo Beg’s set of dancing girls from Shahjehuna- 
had, of which Munny Begum was one, and allow'ed them 
10,000 rupees for their expenses, to dance at the wedding ; 
w hile this ceremony was celebrating they w'ere kept by the 
Nabob, but some months afterwards he dismissed them, and 
they took up their residence in this city. Meer Mahomed 
Jafer Khan then took them into keeping, and allowed Munny 
and her set 500 rupees per month ; tiU at length finding that 
Munn^” was pregnant, he took her into his own house , she 
gave birth to the Nabob Nijam ul Bowlah, and in this man- 
ner she has remamed m the Nabob’s familv ever smce.” 
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My lords, I do not mean todt‘taiii you long upon tlii^ part 
of the business ; but I havetboiiLdit it neeenmrf toadfert to 
these particulars. As to all the the h< mourable and able 
manager who preceded me baa sutfieiently impressed upon 
your lordships’ minds the muu'-trous nature of the deposing 
of the Nabob’s mother from the iriiardian»b;p r»f her «.*«, for 
the purpose of placiiicr this vioman there at the head of all 
his family, and of his domestic ctaieenis m the st-raglio with- 
in doors, and at the head of the state v, ithout : tuirether with 
the disposal of the whole of the reTeime that was allowed 
him. Sir. Hastings pretends, indeed, to have appointed at 
the same time a trusty mutseddy to keep the aeeount.s of the 
revenue, but he has since declared that no account had been 
kept, and that it was in ^ain to desire it or to call fur it. 
This is the state of the ease with ^e^pect to the appuintraent 
of Mumiy Begum. "With regard to the reappoiiitmerit cf 
Mahomed Heza Khan, you ha\e heard from niy worthy fel- 
low' manager that he w'as acquitted of the charges that had 
been brought against him by Mr. Hastings after a long and 
lingering trial. The Company was perfectly satisfied w ith 
the acquittal, and declared that he was not only acquitted, 
but honourably acquitted ; and they also declared that be had 
a fair claim to a compensation for his sulferings. They not 
only declared him innocent, but meritorious. They ga\e 
orders that he should be considered as a person who was to 
be placed in office again upon the first occasion, and that he 
had entitled himself to this favour by his conduct in the place 
which he had before filled. 

The council of the year 1775 (whom I can never mention 
nor shall mention without honour), who complied faithfully 
with the act of parliament, who never disobeyed the orders 
of the Company, and to whom no man has imputed even 
the shadow of corruption, found that this Munny Begum had 
acted in the manner which my honourable fellow manager 
has stated; that she had dissipated the revenue; that she 
had neglected the education of the Nabob, and had thrown 
the whole judicature of the country mto confusion They 
ordered that she should be removed from her situation ; that 
the Nabob’s own mother should be placed at the head of the 
seraglio, a situation to which she was entitled ; and, with re- 
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gard to the rest of the offices, that Mahomed Eeza Kh§>u 
should he employed to fill them. 

Mr. Hastings resisted these propositions with all his might ; 
hut they were by that happy momentary majority carried 
against "him, and Mahomed Eeza Khan was placed in his 
former situation. But hir. Hastings, though thus defeated, 
\\as only waiting for what he considered to be the fortunate 
moment for returning agamto his corrupt, vicious, tyrannical, 
and disobedient habife. The reappointment of Mahomed Eeza 
Khan had met with the fullest approbation of the Company ; 
and they directed, that as long as his good behaviour entitled 
him to it be should continue in the office. Mr Hastings, 
however, without alleging any iU behaviour, and for no reason 
that can he assigned, but his corrupt engagement with Mun- 
ny Begum, overturned (upon the pretence of restoring the 
Xabob to hia rights) the whole of the Company’s arrange- 
ment, as settled by the late majority, and approved by the 
court of directors. 

I have now to show you what sort of a man the Nabob 
was, who was thus set up in defiance of the Company’s au- 
thority; what Mr. Hastings himself thought of him ; what 
the judges thought of him ; and what all the world thought 
of him. 

I must first make your lordships acquainted with a little 
preliminary matter : — a man named Eoy Eadachum had been 
appointed vakeel, or agent, to manage the Nabob’s affairs at 
Calcutta. One of this man’s creditors attached him there. 
Eoy Eadachum pleaded his privilege as the vakeel or repre- 
sentative of a sovereign prince. The question came to he 
tried in the supreme court, and the issue was, Whether the 
Nabob was a sovereign prince or not ? I think the court did 
exceedingly wrong in entertaining such a question ; because, 
m my opinion, whether he was or was not a sovereign prince, 
any person representing him ought to be left free, and to 
have a proper and secure means of concerting his affairs with 
the council- It was, however, taken otherwise ; the question 
was brought to trial, Whether the Nabob was a sovereign 
pnnee, sufficient to appoint and protect a person to manage 
his affairs xmder the name of an ambassador ? In that cause 
did Mr. BEastings come forward to prove, by a voluntary affi- 
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that he had no pretensions, no power, no authority at 
all ; that he m'aa a mere pageant, a thing of stram, and that 
the Company exercised exery species of autboritY tner him, 
m ererj particular, and in every respect ; and that therefore 
to talk ot him as an efficient person, was an affront to the 
common sense of mankind; and this you will hnd the judges 
afterwards declared to be their opuiion. 

I will here press again one remark (which perhaps you 
may recollect that I have made before), that the chief and 
most usual mode, in w Inch all the x lUanies perpetrated in 
India by Mr. Hastings and hia copartners in inicuntj, has 
been through the medium and instrumentality oi persons 
whom they pretended to have rights of their own, and to be 
acting for themselves; whereas such persons were, in fact, 
totally dependent upon him, Mr. Hastings, and did no one 
act that was not prescribed by him. In order, therefore, to 
let you see the utter ffilsehooS, fraud, prevarication, and de- 
ceit of the pretences by which the native powers of Ind^a 
are represented to be independent, and are held up as the 
instruments of defying the laws of this kingdom, under pre- 
text of their bemg absolute princes, I will read the affidavit 
ofWarren Hastings, Esq., Governor- Greneral of Bengal, made 
the 31st July, 1775 : — ‘‘This deponent maketh oath, and 
saith, That the late president and council did, on or about 
the month of August, 1772, by their own authority appoint 
Munny Begum, relict of the late Nabob, Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, 
to he guardian to the present Nabob, Mobarick ul Dowlah, 
and Bajah Goordas, son of Mahah l^jah Nundcornar, to be 
dewan of the said Nabob’s household ; allowing to the said 
Munny Begum a salary of 140,000 rupees per annum ; and 
to the said Bajah Goordas, for himself and officers, a salary 
of 100,000 rupees per annum. — That the said late president 
and council did, in or about the month of August, 1772, plan 
and constitute regular and distinct courts of justice, civil and 
criminal, by their owm authority, for administration of jus- 
tice to the inhabitants throughout Bengal, without consulting 
the said Nabob, or requiring his concurrence, and that the said 
civil courts were made solely dependent on the presidency of 
Calcutta ; and the said criminal courts were put under the 
inspection and control of the Company’s servants, although 
ostensibly under the name of the nazim, as appeai-s from the 

VOL. VIII. Y 
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following extracts from the plan for the administration of 
justice, constituted by the president and council as afore- 
said.’* 

Mj lords, we need not go through all the circumstances of 
this afildaTit which is in your minutes, and to save time, I 
will refer your lordships to them. This affidavit, as I have 
already sai'd, was put into the court to prove that the jSTabob 
had no power or authority at all , hut what is very singular 
in it, and which I recommend to the particular notice of your 
lordships when you are scrutinizing this matter, is, that there 
is not a single point stated to prove the nullity of this IS’ahoh’s 
authonty, that was not Mr. Hastings’s own particular act. 
Well, the Governor- General swears ; the judge of the court 
refers to him in his decision ; he builds and bottoms it upon 
the Governor- General’s affidavit ; he swears, I say, that the 
council, by their own authonty, appointed Mimny Begum to 
be guardian to the Nabob “ By what authority,” the Go- 
vernor-General asks, “ did the council erect courts of law and 
superintend the administration of justice, without any com- 
munication with the Nabob ? Had the Nabob himself any 
idea that he was a sovereign ? Does he complain of the 
reduction of his stipend or the infringement of treaties ? No ; 
he appears to consider himself to be, what in fact he really 
is, absolutely dependent on the Company, and to be willing 
to accept any pittance they would allow him for his main- 
tenance He claims no rights Does he complain that the 
administration of justice is taken into the hands of the Com- 
pany ? No. By the treaty, the protection of his subjects 
is delivered up to the Company ; and he well knew that, 
whoever may be held up as the ostensible prince, the admin- 
istration of justice must be in the hands of those who ha've 
power to enforce it.” He goes on, “ The Governor- General, 
who, I suppose, had a delicacy to state more than what had 
before been made public, closes his affidavit with saying, 
that all he has deposed to he believes to be publicly known, 
as it is particularly set forth in the prmted book entitled Be- 

E orts of the Committee of the House of Commons. I knew,’* 
e adds, “ it was there, and w'as therefore surprised at this 
application ; it is so notorious that everybody in the settle- 
ment must have knowm it ; when I say everybody I mean 
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with an exception to the gentlemen who have applied to the 
court. The only reason I can give for their applying is the 
little time they have been in the country.” The judge (I 
think it is Chief Justice Impey) then goes on, “ Perhaps this 
question might have been determined merely on the dates of 
the letters to the Governor-Grenerai ; but as the council have 
made the other a senous question, I should not have thought 
that I had done my duty, if I had not given a full and deter- 
minate opinion upon it ; I should have been sorry if I had 
left it doubtful, whether the empty name of a Kabob should 
be thrust between a delinquent and the laws, so as effectually 
to protect him from the hand of justice.” 

My lords, the court, as you see, bottoms its determination 
on what we stand upon here, Mr. Hastings’s evidence, that 
the empty name of a pretended sovereign should not be 
thrust forth between a deimqnent and justice. 

What does Mr. Lemaistre, the other judge, say upon this 
occasion, — ‘‘with regard to this phantom, that man of straw. 
3Iobarick ul Dowlah, it is an msult on the understanding of 
the court to have made the question of his sovereignty. 
But as it came from the Governor- General and council, I 
have too much respect for that body to treat it ludicrously, 
and I confess, I cannot consider it seriously, and we always 
shall consider a letter of business from the Habob the same 
as a letter from the Go verner- General and council ” 

This is the unanimous opinion of all the judges concern- 
ing the state and condition of the Haboh. We have thus 
established the point we mean to establish, that any use 
which shall be made of the Nabob’s name, for the purpose 
of justifying any disobedience to tbe orders of the Company, 
or of bringing forward corrupt and unfit persons for the 
government, could be considered as no other than the act of 
the persons who shall make such a use of it j and that no 
letter that the Nabob writes to any one in power was or 
could be considered as any other than the letter of that 
person himself. This we wish to impress upon your lord- 
ships, because, as you have before seen the use that has 
been made in this way of the Nabob of Oude, you may 
judge of the use that has been made of the name of Hyder 
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Beg Kkan, and of the names of all the eminent persons of 
the country. One word more, and I have done , if, 'svhilst 
you remark the use that is m^e of this man’s name, your 
lordships shall find that this use has ever been made of his 
name for his benefit, or for the purpose of giving him any 
useful or substantial authority, or of meliorating his condi- 
t ion in any vray whatever, forgive the fraud, forgive the dis- 
obedience. 

But if we have shown your lordships that it was for no 
other purpose than to disobey the orders of the Company, to 
trample upon the laws of his country, to introduce back 
again, and to force into power, those very corrupt and wicked 
uibtruments which had formerly done so much mischief, and 
for which mischief they were removed, then we shall not have 
passed our time in vain, in endeavouring to prove that this 
man, m the opinion of a court of justice, and by public no- 
toriety, and by Mr. Hastings’s own opinion, was held to be 
fit for nothing but to be made a tool in bis hands. 

Having stated to your lordships generally the effects pro- 
duced upon the Mahomedan interest of Bengal by the mis- 
conduct of the prisoner at your bar, with respect to the 
appointment of the guardian of the Nabob or Soubahdar of 
that province, and of the ministers of his government, I shall 
have the honour of attending your lordships another day ; 
and shall show you the use that has been made of this govern- 
ment and of the authority of the Nabob, who, as your lord- 
ships have seen, was the mere phantom of power ; and I shall 
Luo w h e w a. phantom, he was for every good pn-rpna p^ 

an instrument he was ^Tnade-.^r evCTj 


[Adjourned. 
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EIGHTH DAT OF EEPLY- 

(Me. Btjeee.) 

Mx Lords, — ^Your lordsliips "heard, upon the kst daj of 
the meeting of this high court, the distribution of the several 
matters which I should have occasion to lay before you, and 
by which I resolved to guide myself in the examination of 
the conduct of IMr. Hastings viith regard to Bengal. I 
stated, that I should first show the manner m which he com- 
ported himself with regard to the people who were found 
m possession of the government when we first entered into 
Bengal. 'VYe have shown to your lordships the progressive 
steps by which the native government was brought into a 
state of annihilation. AYe have stated the manner in which 
that government was solemnly declared by a court of justice 
to be depraved and incompetent to act, and dead in law. "VYe 
have shown to your lordships (and we have referred you to 
the document) that its death was declared, upon a certificate 
of the principal attending physician of the state, namely, Mr. 
"Warren Hastings himself, this was declared in an affidavit 
made hy him, wherein he has gone through all the powers of 
government, of which he had regularly despoiled the Nabob 
Mobaiick ul Dowlah part by part, exactly accordmg to the 
ancient formula by which a degraded inight was despoiled 
of his knighthood ; they took, I say, from him all the powers 
of government, article hy article, his helmet, his shield, his 
cuirass, at last they hacked off his spurs, and left him no- 
thing, Mr. Hastings laid down all the premises, and left the 
judges to draw the conclusion. 

Your lordships will remark (for you will find it on your 
minutes), that the judges have declared this affidavit of Mr. 
Hastings to be a delicate affidavit, "We have heard of affi- 
davits that were true ; we have heard of affidavits that were 
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peijured ; but this is tbe first instance that has come io our 
knowledge (and we receive it as a proof of Indian refine- 
ment) of a delicate affidavit. This affidavit of Mr. Hastings^ 
we shall show to jour lordships, is not entitled to the descrip- 
tion of a good affidavit, however it might be entitled, m the 
opinion of those judges, to the description of a delicate affida- 
vit. a phrase by which they appear to have meant that he had 
furnished all the proofs of the Nabob’s deposition, hut had 
delicately avoided to declare him expressly deposed. The 
judges drew*, however, this indelicate conclusion ; the eon- 
cluteion they drew was founded upon the premises ; it was 
very just and logical; for they declared that he was a mere 
cypher. They commended Mr. Hastings’s delicacy, though 
they did not "imitate it; but they pronounced sentence of 
deposition upon the said Nabob, and they declared that any 
letter or paper that was produced from him could not be con- 
sidered as an act of government. So effectually was he re- 
moved by the judges out of the way, that no minority, no 
insanity, no physical cieumstances, not even death itself, 
could put a man more completely out of sight. They de- 
clare that they would consider his letters in no other light 
than as the letters of the Company, represented by the G-o- 
vernor-G-eneral and council. Thus, then, we find the Nabob 
legally dead 

We find next, that he was politically dead. Mr Hastings, 
not satisfied with the affidavit he made in court, has thought 
proper upon record to inform the Company and the world of 
what he considered him to he civilly and politically. — [Minute 
entered by the Grovernor-G-eneral :] — “The Grovernor-G-eneral. 
I object to this motion [a motion relative to the trial above 
alluded to], because I do not apprehend that the declaration of 
the judges, respecting the Nabob’s sovereignty, will involve 
this government in any difficulties with the French or other 
foreign nations.” [Mark, my lords, these political effects.] 

“ How Httle the screen of the Nabob’s name has hitherto 
avaded will appear m the frequent and inconclusive corre- 
spondence which has been maintained with the foreign settle- 
ments, the French especially, since the Company Have thought 
proper to stand forth in their real character m the exercise of 
the dewanny. From that period the government of these 
provinces has been w holly theirs, nor can all the subtiltiea 
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and distinctions of political sophistry conceal the possession 
of power, where the exercise of it is openly practised and 
universally felt in its operation. — In deference to the coin- 
man ds of the Company, we have generally endeavoured, in all 
our correspondence with foreigners, to evade the direct avowal 
of our possessing the actual rule of the country ; employing 
the unapplied term government for the power to which w^e 
exacted their submission ; but I do not remember any in- 
stance, and I hope none will be found, of onr having been so 
disingenuous as to disclaim our own power, or to affirm that 
the Nabob was the real sovereign of those provinces. In 
effect I do not hesitate to say, that I look upon this state of 
indecision to have been productive of aU the embarrassments 
which we have experienced with the foreign settlements ; 
none of them have ever owned any dominion but that of the 
British government in these provinces. Mr. Chevalier has 
repeatedly declared that he will not acknowledge any other, 
but will look to that only for the support of the privileges 
possessed by his nation, and shall protest against that alone 
as responsible for any act of power by which their privileges 
may be violated or their property disturbed. The Dutch, the 
Danes, have severally applied to this government, as to the 
ruling power, for the grant of indulgences and the redress of 
their grievances. In our replies to all, w^e have constantly 
assumed the prerogatives of that character, but eluded the 
direct avowal of it ; under the name of influence, we have 
offered them protection, and we have granted them the in- 
dulgences of government, under elusive expressions, some- 
times applied to our treaties with the Nabobs, sometimes to 
our own rights as the dewan, sometimes openly declaring the 
Virtual rule which we held of these provinces, we have con- 
tended with them for the rights of government, and threat- 
ened to repel with force the encroachments on it ; we, in one 
or two instances, have actually put these threats into execu- 
tion, by orders directly issued to the officers of government, 
and enforced by detachments from our own military forces. 
The Nabob was never consulted, nor was the pretence ever 
made that his orders or concurrence were necessary; in a 
word, we have always allowed ourselves to be treated as prin- 
cipals ; we have treated as principals ; hut we have contented 
ourselves with letting our actions insinuate the character 
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which we effei^ually possessed, without asserting it. — For 
my own part, 1 have e\ er considered the reserve which has 
bwn enjoined on us m this respect as a consequence of the 
doubts -w bich have long prevailed, and which are still suffered 
to subsist, respecting the rights of the British government 
and the Company to the property and dominion of these pro- 
\mees, not as inferring a doubt with respect to any foreign 
power; it has, however, been productive of great inconveni- 
ences, It bas prevented our acting with vigour in our disputes 
with the Dutch and French. The former refuse to this day 
the payment of the bahor pescush, although the right is in- 
contestably against them, and we have threatened to enforce 
It. Both nations refuse to be bound by our decrees, or to 
submit to our regulations ; they refuse to submit to the pay- 
ment of the duties on the foreign commerce, but in their own 
way, which amounts almost to a total exemption ; they refuse 
to submit to the duty of ten per cent, which is levied upon 
foreign salt, by which (unless a stop can be put to it by a 
more decisive rule) they will draw the whole of that im- 
portant trade into their own colonies ; and even in the single 
instance in which they have allovred us to prescribe to them, 
namely, the embargo on grain on the apprehension of a 
dearth, I am generally persuaded that they acquiesced from 
the secret design of taking the ad\*antage of the general sus* 
pension, by exporting grain clandestinely under cover of their 
colours, which they knew would screen them from the rigor- 
ous examination of our officers. We are precluded from form- 
ing many arrangements of general utility, because of their 
want of control over the European settlement ; and a great 
part of the defects which subsist in the government and 
<‘ommercial state of the country are ultimately derived from 
this source. I have not the slightest suspicion that a more 
( pen and decided conduct would expose us to worse conse- 
quences from the European nations; on the contrary, we 
have the worst of the argument, while we contend with them 
under false colours, while they know us under the disguise, 
and we have not the confidence to disown it ; what we have 
done and may do under an assumed character is full as likely 
to involve us in a war with France, a nation not much in- 
fiuenced by logical weapons, if such can be supposed to be 
the likely consequences of our own trifling disagreement with 
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them, as if we stood forth their avowed opponents. To con- 
clude, instead of regretting, with Mr. Francis, the occasion 
which deprives us of so useless and hurtful a disguise, I 
should rather rejoice (were it really the case), and consider 
it as a cnsis which freed the constitution of our government 
from one of its greatest defects.” 

^ow, my lords, the delicacy of the affidavit is no more — 
the great arcanum of the state is avowed — it is avowed that 
the government is ours — that the Xahob is nothing. It is 
avowed to foreign nations ; and the disguise which we have 
put on, Mr. Hastings states, in his opinion, to he hurtful to 
the affairs of the Company. Here we perceive the exact and 
the perfect agreement between his character as a delicate 
affidavit maker in a court of “justice, and his indelicate declar- 
ations upon the records of the Company for the information 
of the whole world, concernmg the real arcanum of the 
Bengal government, 

IS'ow I cannot help praising his consistency upon this occa- 
sion, whether his policy was right or wrong ; hitherto we find 
the whole consistent, we find the affidavit perfectly supported. 
The inferences, which delicacy at first prevented him from pro- 
ducing, better recollection and more perfect policy made him 
here avow. In this state things continued. The ^^abob, your 
lordships see, is dead — dead in law — dead in polities — dead 
in a court of justice — dead upon the records of the Company. 
Except in mere animal existence, it is ail over with him. 

I have now to state to your lordships, that IVIr. Hastings, 
who has the power of putting even to death in this way, 
possesses likewise the art of restoring to life. But what is 
the medicine that revives them ? — ^Your lordships, I am sure, 
will be glad to know what nostrum, not hitherto pretended 
to by quacks in physic, by quacks in pobtics, nor by quacks 
in law, wih serve to revive this man, to cover his dead bones 
wnth fiesh, and to give him life, activity, and vigour. My 
lords, I am about to tell you an instance of a recipe of such 
infallible efficacy as was never before discovered. His cure 
for all disorders is disobedience to the commands of his law- 
ful superiors. "When the orders of the court of directors are 
contrary to his own opinions, he forgets them all. Let the 
court of directors but declare m favour of his own system and 
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Ms own tKBitions, and that very moment, merely for the pur- 
pose of declaring his right of rebellion against the laws of 
his count?}', he counteracts them. Then these dead hones 
arise ; or, to use a language more suitable to the dignity of 
the thing, Bayes’s men are all revired^ “ Are these men 
dead?” asks Mr. Bayes’s friend. “Is'o,” says he, “they 
shall all get up and dance immediately.” — But m this ludi- 
crous Yiew' of Mr. Hastings’s conduct, your lordships must 
not lose sight of its great importance. You cannot have, in 
an abstract, as it were, any one thing that better developes 
the principles of the man ; that more fully developes all the 
sources of his conduct, and of all the frauds and img^uities 
which he has committed, in order at one and the same time 
to evade his duty to the court of directors, that is to say, to 
the laws of his country, and to oppress, crush, rob, and tll- 
ireat the people that are under him. 

My lords, you have had an account of the person who 
represented the Yaboh’s dignity, Mahomed Beza Khcin*,,yoii 
ha^ e heard of the rank he bore, the sujfferings that he went 
through, his trial and honourable acquittal, and the Company’s 
order, that the first opportunity should be taken to appoint 
him naib soubah, or deputy of the Nabob, and more especially 
to represent him in the admmistering of justice Xour lord- 
ships are also acquainted with what was done m consequence 
of those orders by the council-general, m the restoration and 
reestablishment of the executive poAver in this person , not 
m the poor Nabob, a poor, helpless, ill-bred, lU-educated hoy, 
but m the first Mussulman of the country, who had before 
exercised the office of naib soubah, or deputy viceroy, in or- 
der to give some degree of support to the expiring honour and 
justice of that country. The majority, namely, G-eneral 
Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. JFrancis, whose names, as 
I have before said, will, for obedience to the Company, fideli- 
ty to the laws, honour to themselves, and a purity untouched 
and unimpeached, stand distinguished and honoured, m spite 
of all the corrupt and harking virulence of India against 
them. These men, I say, obeyed the Company ; they had 
no secret or fraudulent connexion with Mahomed Eeza 
EMn , hut they remstated him in his office. 

The moment that real death had carried away two of the 
most irtuous of this community, and that Mr. Hastings was 
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thereby reestablished in his power, be returned to bis former 
state of rebellion to the Company, and of fraud and oppres- 
sion upon the people. Ajud here we come to the rermhcat- 
ing medicine. I forgot to tell your lordships that this Nabob, 
whose letters were declared by a court of law, with his own 

3 robation, to be in effect letters of the G-oremor- General 
council, concludes a formal application transmitted to 
them, and dated 17th November, 1777, with a demand of the 
restoration of his rights. jVIr. Hastings upon this enters the 
following minute: — ^*‘The Nabob’s demands are grounded 
upon positive rights, which will not admit of a discussion : 
he has an incontestable right to the management of his own 
household ; he has an incontestable right to the nizamut.” 

My lords, you have heard his affidavit, you have heard his 
avowed and recorded opinion. In direct defiance of both, 
because he wishes to make doubtful the orders of the Com- 
pany and to evade his duty, be here makes without any deli- 
cacy a declaration, which, if it he true, the affidavit is a gross 
pei^'urj", let it be managed with what delicacy he pleases 
The word nizamut, which he uses, may be unfamiliar to 
your lordships. In India it signifies the whole executive 
government, though the word strictly means viceroyally ; all 
the princes of that country holding their dominions as repre- 
sentatives of the Mogul, the great nominal sovereign of the 
empire. To convince you that it does so, take his own ex- 
planation of it, — “ It is his by inheritance ; the adowlet and 
the fouzdarry having been repeatedly declared by the Com- 
pany and by this government to appertain to the nizamut;. 
The adowlet, namely, the distribution of civE justice; and 
the fouzdarry, namely, the executive criminal justice of that 
country, that is to say, the whole sovereign government of 
the courts of justice, have been declared by the Company to 
appertain to the nizamut.” 

I beg of your lordships to recollect, when you take into 
your consideration the chaises of the House of Commons, 
that the person they accuse, and persons suborned by him, 
have never scrupled to he guilty, without sense of shame, oi 
the most notorious falsehoods, the most glaring inconsisten- 
cies, and even of perjury itself; and that it is thus they make 
the power of the Company dead or alive, as best suits their 
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wicked, clandestine, and fraudulent purposes, and the 
great end of all their actions and all their polities, plunder 
and peculation 

I must here refer your lordships to a minute of Mr. Fran- 
cis’s, which I recommend to your reading at large, and to 
your very senous recollection, in page 1086 ; because it con- 
tains a complete history of Mr. Hastings’s conduct, and of its 
effects upon this occasion. 

And now to proceed. The Xabob, in a subsequent appli- 
cation to the Company’s government at Calcutta desires that 
Munny Begum may be allowed to take on berself the whole 
administration of the affairs of the nizamut (not the superi- 
ority m the administration of the affairs of the seraglio only, 
though this would have been a tyrannical usurpation of the 
pow’er belonging to the legitimate mother of the Nabob), 
without the interference of any person whatever; and he 
adds, that by this the G-ovemor will give him complete satis- 
faction. In all fraudulent correspondences, you are sure to 
find the true secret of it at last. lihas been saici 5y som e- 
‘ true sense of a letter is to be learnt ir onTits .. 

*“18 so clumsily mana^d^ tEat in 

all deceDcy.-t he nrsT: thing the 1\ aboD does H to 
ay be put into the hands of Munny Begum, and 
that without the interference of anybody \\hatever. 

The next letter, immediately following on the heels of the 
former, was received by tbe council on the 12th of February, 

1 77S. In this letter he desires that Mahomed Eeza Khdu 
may he removed from his office in the government ; and ho 
expresses his hopes, that as he himself is now come to years 
of matunty, and by the blessing of Grod is not so devoid of 
understanding as to be incapable of conducting his affairs ; 
he says, “ I am therefore hopeful, from your favour and regard 
to justice, that you will deliver me from the authority of the 
aforesaid Mahomed Beza Khdn, and give your permission that 
I take on myself the management of the adowlet and fouz- 
darry.’’ — There is no doubt of this latter application, m con- 
tradiction to the former; having arisen from a suspicion that 
the appointment of Munny Begum would be too gross, and 
would shock the council ; and Mr. Hastings therefore orders 
the second letter to he written from the Nabob, m wliich he 
claims the powers of government for himself. Then follow s 
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a. letter from the Goreriior- General, informing the Xabob,that; 
it had been agreed that his excellency being now arrived at 
years of maturity, the control of his own household, and the 
courts dependent on the mzamut and fouzdarry, should be 
placed in his hands ; and Mahomed Keza Khan was directed, 
at the same time, to resign his authonty to the Nabob. 

Here your lordships see Munny Begimi, m effect, com- 
pletely invested with, and you will see how she has used her 
power ; for I suppose your lordships are sick of the name of 
Nabob, as a real actor m the government. You now seo the 
true parties in the transaction, namely, the lover. Warre n 

and Munny Besrum, the obieet of his passi on 

flame ^ to which he sacridces as~much^Antony eve r 

id to Cleopat ra. You see the object of his love and affec- 
tion placed in the administration of the viceroyalty ; you see 
placed at her disposal the administration of the civil judica 
ture and of the executory justice, together with the salary 
which was intended for Mahomed Heza Khan. 

Tour lordships will be pleased to remember, that this dis- 
tribution of the Nabob’s government was made m direct de- 
fiance of the orders of the Company And as a further proof 
of this defiance, it will not escape your lordships, that, before 
this measure was carried into execution, Mr. Barwell being 
one day absent from the council, Mr. Hastmgs fell mto a mi- 
nority ; and it was agreed, upon that occasion, that the whole 
affair should be referred home to the court of directors, and 
that no arrangement should be made till the directors had 
given their opinion. Mr. Hastmgs, the very moment after 
Y(r Barwell’s return to his seat in the council, rescinds this 
resolution, which suhj'ected the orders of the court of direct- 
ors to their own reconsideration ; and he hurries headlong 
and precipitately into the execution of his first determination. 
Your lordships will also see, in this act, what sort of use Mr. 
Hastings made of the council ; and I have therefore insisted 
upon aU these practices of the prisoner at your bar, because 
there is not one of them in which some principle of govern- 
ment is not w'ounded, if not mortally wounded. 

My lords, we have laid before you the consequences of this 
proceeding "We have shown what passed within the walls 
of the seraglio, and what tyranny was exercised by this 
woman over the multitude of women there. I shall now 
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show your lord&hips in wliat manner she made use of her 
power over the supreme judicature^ to peculate, and to de- 
stroy the counti^’ ; and I shall adduce, as proofs of this abuse 
of her authority, the facts I am about to relate, and of which 
there is evidence before your lordships. There was an os- 
tensible man, named SudBer ul Hoe Kh^, placed there at 
the head of the administration of justice, with a salary of 
£7000 a Year of the Company’s money. This man, m a 
letter to tjhe Governor-General and council, received the 1st 
of September, 1778, says, — ‘‘His highness himself [the JS”a- 
bob] IS not deficient in regard for me, but certam bad men 
have gamed an ascendency over his temper, by w'hose insti- 
gation he acts.” You wiU see, my lords, how this poor man 
was crippled in the execution of his duty, and dishonoured by 
the corruption of this woman and her eunuchs, to whom Mr. 
Hastings had given the supreme government, and with it an 
uncontrolled influence over all the dependent parts. After 
thus complaining of the slights he receives from the Nabob, 
he adds, “ Tiius they cause the Nabob to treat me, sometimes 
with indignity, and others with kindness, just as they think 
proper to advise him ; their view is that, by compelling me to 
displeasure at such unworthy treatment, they may force me 
either to relinquish my station, or to join with them and act 
with their advice, and appomt creatures of their recommend- 
ation to the different offices, from w’hich they might draw pro 
fit to themselves ” — In a subsequent letter to the Governor, 
Sudder ul Hoe Hhan says, “ The Begum’s ministers, before 
my arrival, with the advice of their counsellors, caused the 
Yabob to sign a receipt, m consequence of which they re- 
ceived, at two diflerent times, near 50,000 rupees, in the 
name of the officers of the adowiet, fouzdarry, &c., from 
the Company’s sircar ; and having drawn up an account cur- 
rent in the manner they wished, they got the Nabob to sign 
it, and then sent it to me.” In the same letter he asserts, 
that these people have the Nabob entirely in their power. 

Now, I have only to remark to your lordships, that the 
first and immediate operation of Mr. Hastings’s regulation, 
which put everything into the hands of this wicked woman 
for her corrupt purposes, was, that the office of chief justice 
was trampled upon and depraved, and made use of to plun- 
der the Company of money w'hich was appropriated to theii 
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own uses ; anc that tlie person ostensibly bolding tbis office 
was forced to become tbe instrument in tbe hands of this 
wicked -woman and her t-wo wicked eunuchs. This then 
was the representation which the chief justice made to Mr 
Hastings as one of the ver\-’ first fmits of his new arra nge- 
ment . I am now to tell you what his next step was- This 
same Mr. Hastings, who had made the Xabob master of every- 
thing, and placed everything at his disposal, who had main- 
tained that the Nabob was not to act a secondary part, and 
to be a mere instrument in the hands of the Company, who 
had, as you have seen, revived the Nabob, now puts him to 
death again. He pretends to be shocked at these proceedings 
of the Nabob, and not being able to prevent their coming 
before the council of the directors at home, he immediately 
took Sudder ul Hoe Khan nnder his protection. 

Now your lordships see Mr. Hastings appearing in his o-wn 
character again ; exercising the power he had pretended to 
abdicate, whilst the Nabob sinks and subsides under him. 
He becomes the supporter of Sudder ul Hoe Khan, now that 
the infamy of the treatment he received could no longer be 
concealed from tbe council. On the 1st of September, 1778, 
the Governor informs the Nabob, “ that it is highly expedient 
that Sudder ul Hoe KhUn sho-tild have full control m all 
matters relative to his office, and the sole appomtment and 
dismission of the sudder and mofussal officers ; and that his 
seal and signature should he authentic to all papers having 
2 elation to the business intrusted to him ; I therefore in- 
timate to you that he should appoint and dismiss all the 
officers under him, and that your excellency should not inter- 
fere in any one.” 

The Nabob, in a letter to the Governor received the 3rd of 
September, 1778, says, “ Agreeably to your pleasure, I have 
relinquished all concern with the affairs of the fouzdarry and 
adowlet, leaving the entire management in Sudder ul Hoe 
Khan’s hands.” — Here you see the Nabob again reduced to 
his former state of subordination. This chief justiceship, 
which was declared to be his inherent right, he is obliged to 
submit to the control of Mr. Hastings, and to declare that he 
will not interfere at all in a matter which Mr. Hastings had 
declared to he his incommunicable attribute. I do not say 
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that Mp. Hastings interfered improperly. Certainly it wag 
not fit that the highest court of justice in all Bengal should 
be made the instrument of the rapacity of a set of villains, 
with a prostitute at their head ; just as if a y n g of thie ves 
in England with their larostitutes at their ^h eM should seiz e 
'Hm judgFwhic^ to punish them, and encTeav^r to m^e 
Uije OT ms in t¥elr miouit ous t rans actions . But your 
ps will midHaOTH Haitm^ is here acting a merely 
ostensible part, and that Iwaya a means of defeatin g 

prira tely wha^e decl es-p uSli c * be liis inFentid nT Your 
ordsKipTlCT' see soon how this ended, lidr. Hastings gets 
the ISTaboh to give up all his authority over the chief justice ; 
but he says not one word of Munny Begum, the person who 
had the real authority in her hands, and who was not for- 
bidden to mterfere with him. — ^Mr. Hastings’s order is dated 
the 1st September, 1778. On the 3rd of September, the 
Nabob is said to have relinquished all concern with Sudder 
ul Hoe Khan. In a letter received the 30th of September 
( that IS, about 27 days after the date of Mr. Hastings’s order), 
\ uu will see how this pretended order was managed. Sudder 
ul Hoe Khan thus writes in a letter received the 30th of 
September : — “ Tattibar Ali Kh^ (Munny Begum’s chief 
eunuch), from the amount of salaries of the officers of the 
adowlet and fouzdarrv. which before my arrival he had re- 
ceived tor two months from the sircar, made disbursements 
according to his own pleasure. He had before caused the 
sum of 7400 rupees, on account of the price of mine and my 
paishears kelants, to be earned to account, and now continu- 
ally sends a man to demand from me 4300 and odd rupees, 
as a balance of the price of kelants, and constantly presses 
me to take it from the amount of the salaries of the officers 
of the adowlet and fouzdarry and send it to him, and I shall 
be under the necessity of complying. I mention this for 
your information.” 

My lords, you see again how Mr. Hastings’s pretended 
orders were obeyed ; they were orders addressed to the Na- 
bob, whom he knew to he nothing, and who could neither 
control nor take the least share in the execution of them ; but 
he leaves the thing loose as to Munny Begum and her eu- 
nuchs, who he knew could alone carry them into effect. Tom 
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lordslii^ see tbat tbe first use made of tlie restored authority 
of the Kahob was under various pretences to leave the sala- 
ries of the officers of government unprovided for ; to rob the 
pubHc treasurji^Mid to give the Company’s money to the eu- 
nuchs who were acting in the manner I have stated to you. 

Information of these proceedings reaches Calcutta; — a 
regular complaint from a person in the highest situation in 
the government is made, and the G-ovemor-Ceneral is obliged 
again to take up the matter ; and I shall now read to your 
lordships a letter of the 10th of October, 1778, which con- 
tains a representation, so pointed and so very just, of the 
fatal effects which his interference in the administration o f 
j ustice had produced, as not to stand in need, of any com - 
ment from me. it speaks too p lainly t o require any . " 

The Govemor-G-enerars letter to the Xaboh : — “ At your 
excellency’s request, I sent Sudder ul Hoe Hh^u to take on 
him the administration of the affairs of the adowlet and fouz- 
darry, and hoped by that means not only to have given satis- 
faction to your excellency, but that through his abilities and 
experience these affairs would have been conducted in such 
manner as to have secured the peace of the country and the 
happiness of the people ; and it is with the greatest concern 
I learn that this measure is so far &om being attended with 
the expected advantages, that the affairs both of the fouz- 
darry and adowlet are in the greatest confusion imaginable, 
and daily robberies and murders are perpetrated throughout 
the country. This is evidently owing to the want of a proper 
authority in the person appointed to supenntend them. I 
therefore addressed your excellency, on the importance and 
delicacy of the affairs in question, and of the necessity of 
lodging fall power in the hands of the person chosen to ad- 
minister them : in reply to which your excellency expressed 
sentiments coincident with mine; notwithstanding which 
your dependants and people, actuated by selfish and avaricious 
views, have by their interference so impeded the business, as 
to throw the whole country into a state of confusion, from 
which nothing can retrieve it hut an unlimited power lodged 
in the hands of the superintendent. I therefore request that 
your excellency will give the strictest injunctions to all your 
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dependants not to interfere in any manner with any matter 
retire to the affairs of the adowlet and fouzdarry, and that 
yon will Yourself relinquish all interference therein, and 
leave them entirely to the management of||uddesr|il Hoe 
Kliki. This is absolutely necessary to rest#e the country 
to a state of tranquillity ; and if your excellency has any plan 
to propose for the management of the affairs in future, be 
pleased to communicate it to me, and eyery attention shall be 
paid to gi\e your excellency satisfaction.” 

My lords, I think I have read enough to you for our 
present purpose j referring your lordships for fuller inform- 
tion to your minutes, page 1086, which I beg you to read 
with the greatest attention. 

I must again beg your lordships to remark, that though 
Mr. Hastings has the impudence still to pretend that he 
wishes for the restoration of order and justice in the country, 
yet, instead of writing to Munny Begum upon the business, 
whom he knew to he the very object complained of, and 
whose eunuchs are expressly mentioned in the complaint, he 
rites to the IS'abob, whom he knew to be a pageant m his 
oun court and govemment, and whose name was not eren 
mentioned in this last complamt Hot one word is said, 
ev en in this letter to the Habob, of Munny Begum or of her 
eunuchs. My lords, when yon consider his tacit support of 
the authors of the grievance, and his ostensible application 
for redress to the man who, he knew, never authorized and 
could not redress the grievance, you must conclude that he 
meant to keep the country in the same state for his own cor- 
rupt purposes. In this state the country in fact continued; 
Munny Begum and her eunuchs contiuued to administer and 
squander the Company’s money, as well as the Haboh’s ; 
robberies and murders continued to prevail throughout the 
country. Ho appearance was left of order, law, or justice, 
from one end of Bengal to the other. 

The account of this state of thmgs was received by the 
court of directors with horror and indignation ; on the 27th 
of May, 1779, they write, as yon will find in page 1063 of 
your printed minutes, a letter to their government at Cal- 
cutta, eondeinning their ^oceedings and the removal of Ma- 
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homed Beza Khan ; and they order that Slimny Begum bhail 
be displaced, and 3Ialiomed Eeza Khan restored again to the 
seat of justice. 

Mr. Francmnpon the arrival of these reiterated orders, 
moved in council for an obedience to them. Mr. Hastings, 
notwithstanding he had before his eyes all the horrible conse- 
quences that attended his new arrangement, still resists that 
proposition. By his casting voice in the council he counter- 
orders the orders of the court of directors, and sanctions a 
direct disobedience to their authority, by a resolution that 
Mahomed Beza Khan should not he restored to his employ- 
ment, but that this iS udder ul Hoe Khan, who still continued 
in the condition already described, should remain in the 
possession of his office. I say nothing of Sudder ul Hoe 
Khan ; he seems to be very well disposed to do his duty, if 
Mr. Hastings’s arrangements had suffered him to do it ; and 
indeed if Mahomed Beza Khan had been reinstated and no 
better supported by Mr Hastings than Sudder ul Hoe Khan, 
he could, probably, have kept the country in no better order, 
though perhaps bis name, and the authority and weight 
which still adhered to him in some degree, might have had 
some influence. 

My lords, you have seen his defiance of the Company, 
you have seen his defiance of all decency; you see bis 
open protection of prostitutes and robbers of every kind rav- 
aging Bengal ; you have seen his defiance of the authority 
of the court of directors, flatly, directly, and peremptorily 
persisted in to the la5t. Order after order was reiterated, but 
bis disobedience arose with an elastic spring in proportion 

the nr ess ure that wus upon it. 
y loras, nere there was a pause. The directors had been 
disobeyed ; and you might suppose that he would have been 
satisfied with this act of disobedience. My lords, he was 
resolved to let the native governments of the country know 
that he despised the orders of the court of directors, and that 
jwhenevei u^*^ P^^t ended to nhpy them^ be was re- 

^ved up on th e most actual disobedience . An event now 
happTned, the particulars of which we ar^not to repeat here : 
disputes conducted on Mr. Francis’s side, upon no other prin* 
ciple, that we can discover, hut a dpire to obey the Company’s 
orders, and to execute his duty with fidelity and disinterest- 
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edness, had arisen between him and Mr. Hastings. Mr, 
Prancis, about the time we hare been speaking of, finding 
resistance was rain, reconciles himself to him ; but on the 
most honourable terms as a public man, namely, that he should 
continue to follow and obey the laws, and to respect the 
authority of the court of directors. Upon this reconciliation 
it was agreed that Mahomed Eeza Khan should he restored 
to his office. Por this purpose Mr. Hastings enters a minute, 
and writes to the IS'aboh an ostensible letter. But your lord- 
ships will here see an instance of what I said respecting a 
double current in all Mr. Hastings’s proceedings. Even 
when he obeys or pretends to obey the Company’s orders, 
there is always a pnvate channel through which *he defeats 
them all. 

Letter from Mr. Hastings to the Nabob Mobarick ul How- 
lah, written the 10th of February, 1780. — “ The Company, 
whose orders are peremptory, have directed that Mahomed 
KMn shall he restored to the offices he held in January, 
1778 , it is my duty to represent this to your excellency, 
and to recommend your compliance with their request, that 
Mahomed Beza p!han may be invested with the offices 
assigned to him under the nizamut by the Company ” 

^ Your lordships see here that Mr. Hastings informs the 
N abob, that having received peremptory orders from the Com- 
pany. he restores and replaces Mahomed Eeza Khan. Ma- 
homed Eeza Khan then is m possession ; and in possession 
by the be.st of all titles, the orders of the Company. But you 
will also see the manner in which he evades his duty, and 
vilifies,^ in the eyes of these miserable country powers, the 
authority of the directors. He is prepared, as usual, with 
a defeasance of his own act, and the manner in which that 
defeasance came to our knowledge is this. "We know no- 
thing of this private affair, till Mr. Hastings, in his answer 
before the House of Commons, finding it necessary to destroy 
the v^idity of some of his own acts, brought forward Sir 
John B’Oyley. He was brought forward before us, not as a 
mtaem in his own person, for the defence of Mr. Hastings 
but as a narrator who had been employed by Mr. Hastings as 
a member of that council which, as yen have heard, drew 
up his defence. My lords, you have already seen the public 
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agency of fcMs business, yon hare beard read tbe public let- 
ter sent to tbe Kabob ; there you see tbe ostensible part of 
tbe transaction. Now bear tbe banyan, Sir John D’Oyiey, 
give an account of bis part in it, extracted from Mr. Hast- 
ings’s defence before tbe House of Commons. 

“I was appointed resident [at tbe court of tbe Nabob] on 
tbe resignation of Mr. Byam Martin, in tbe month of Janu- 
ary, ViSOf and took charge about the beginning of February 
of the same year. Tbe substance of the instructions I re- 
ceived was to endeavour by every means in my power to 
conciliate the good opinion and regard of the Nabob and his 
family, that I might be able to persuade him to adopt effect- 
ual measures for the better regulation of his expenses, which 
were understood to have greatly exceeded his income ; that 
I might prevent his forming improper connexions, or taking 
any steps derogatory to his rank ; and by every means in my 
power support his credit and dimity m the eyes of the 
world ; and with respect to the various branches of his family, 
I was instructed to endeavour to put a stop to the dissen- 
sions whicli had too frequently prevailed amongst them. The 
Nabob on his part was recommended to pay the same atten- 
tion to my advice as he would have done to that of the 
Governor- Greneral in person. Some time, I think, in the 
month of February of the same year, I received a letter from 
Mr. Hastings, purporting that the critical situation of affairs 
requiring the union and utmost exertion of every member of 
the government to give vigour to the acts necessary for iti^ 
rehef, he had agreed to an accommodation with Mr. Francis ; 
but to effect this point he had been under the necessity of 
making some painful sacrifices, and particularly that of the 
restoration of Mahomed Eeza Kh^ to the office of naib sou- 
hah, a measure which he knew must he highly disagreeable 
to the Nabob ; and which nothing but the urgent necessity 
of the ease should have led him to acquiesce in ; that he re- 
lied on me to state all these circumstances in the most forci- 
ble maimer to the Nabob, and to urge his compbance ; as- 
suring him that it should not continue longer than until the 
next advices were received from the court of directors.” 

Here Mr. Hastings himself let%us into the secrets of Ma 
government. He writes an ostensible letter to the Nabob, 
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declaring that wbat be does is in conformity to tbe orders of 
the Company. He writes a private letter, in ^bieb he directs 
Ills agent to' assure tbe [N'abob that what be bad done was 
not in compliance with tbe orders of the Company, but in 
consequence of the arrangement be bad made with Mr. Fran- 
cis, ^hicb arrangement be thought necessary for tbe support 
of his own personal power. His design, in thus explaining 
the transaction to tbe IS^abob, was in order to prevent tbe 
native powers from looking to any other authority than bis, 
and from having tbe least hopes of redress of their complaints 
from tbe justice of this country or from any legal power in 
it. He therefore tells him, that Mahomed Heza Hh^ was 
replaced not in obedience to the orders of the Company, but 
to gratify Mr. Hrancis. If he quarrels with Mr. Francis, he 
makes that a reason for disobeying the orders of his masters. 
If he agrees with him, he informs the people concerned in 
the transaction privately, that he acts not in consequence of 
the orders that he has received, but from other motives But 
that is not all. He promises that he will take the first op- 
portunity to remove Mahomed Beza Kh^n from his office 
again. Thus the country is to he replunged into the same 
distracted and ruined state in which it was before. And all 
this is laid open fully and distinctly before you. You have 
it on the authority of Sir John D’Oyley Sir John D’Oyley 
is a person in the secret ; and one man who is in the secret 
is worth a thousand ostensible persons 
3Iahomed Beza Kh4n, I must now tell you, was accord- 
ingly reinstated m all his offices, and the JNTabob was reduced 
to tbe situation, as 3Ir. Hastings upon another occasion de- 
scribes it, of a mere cypher. But mark what followed — mark 
what this Sir John H’Oyley is made to tell you, or what 
3Ir. Hastings teUs you for him ; for whether Sir John I)*Cy- 
ley has written this for Air. Hastings, or Mr. Hastings for 
Sir John B’Oyley, I do not knowj because they seem, as 
somebody said of two great friends, that they had hut one 
will, one bed, and one hat between them. These gentlemen 
'who compose Mr. Hastings’s council have but one style of 
"roiting among them ; so that it is impossible for you to de- 
termine by which of the masters of this Boman school any 
paper was written, whether by D’Oyley, by Shore, or by 
Hastings, or any other of them. They Jiave a style in com* 
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mom ; a kind of bank upon ■wliieb they bare a general credit ; 
and you cannot tell to whose account anything is to be placed. 

^But to proceed; — Sir tTolin B’Oylej says there, that the 
Kabob is reduced again to a cypher ?vow hear what he 
afterwards says: — “About the mouth of June, 1781, Mr. 
Hastings, being then at Moorsbedabad, communicated to me 
his intention of performing his promise to the Nabob, hv 
restoring him to the management of his own affairs ” — [that 
is to say, by restoring Munny Begum again, and by turning 
out Mahomed Eeza Khan], — Xour lordships see that he com- 
municated privately his intentions to Sir John B’Oyley, with- 
out communicating one word of them to his colleagues in the 
supreme council ; and without entering any minute in the 
records of the council, by which it could be knowm to the di- 
rectors. Lastly, in order to show you in what manner the 
Nabob was to be restored to his power, I refer your lordships 
to the order he gave to Sir J ohn B’ Oyley, for investigating 
the Nabob’s accounts, and for drawing up’articles of mstrue- 
tious for the Nabob’s conduct in the management of his af- 
fairs. You will there see clearly how he was restored , that 
is to say, that he was taken out of the hands of the first 
Mussulman in that country ; the man most capable of admin- 
istering justice, and whom the Company had expressly or- 
dered to he invested with that authority, and to put him into 
the hands of Sir John B’Oyley. Is Sir John B’ Oyley a 
Mussulman — Is Sir John B’ Oyley fit to be at the head of 
such a government ? What was there that any person could 
see about him, that entitled him to, or made him a fit person 
to he intrusted with, this power, in defiance of the Company’s 
orders ? And yet Mahomed Eeza Khdn, who was to have 
the management of the Nabob’s affairs, was himself put under 
the most complete and perfect subjection to this Sir John 
B’Oyley. But, in fact, Munny Begum had the real influence 
in everything. Sir John B*’ Oyley himself was only Mr. 
Hastings’s instrument there to preserve it, and between them 
they pillaged the Nabob in the most shocking manner, and 
must have done so to the knowledge of Mr. Hastings. — A 
letter written at this time by Mr. Hastings to the Nabob dis- 
covers tbe secret beyond all power of evasion. 

Instructions from tbe G-ovemor-G-eneral to tbe Nabob; 
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Mobarick ul Dowlah, respecting his conduct in the manage*, 
meat of his affairs — 9th. These I make the conditions of 
the compliance which the G-ovemor- General and council have 
3 nelded to your late requisition ; it is but just that you should 
possess what is your acknowledged right, but their intention 
would be defeated, and you w'ould he in a worse situation, if 
you were to be left a prey without a guide, until you have 
acquired experience (which, to the strength and goodness of 
your understanding, wih he the work but of a short period), 
to the rapacity, frauds, and artifices of mankind. Ton have 
offered to give up the sum of four lacks of rupees, to be al- 
lowed the free use of the remainder of your stipend. This 
have refused, because it would he contrary to justice. Ton 
should consider this as a proof of the sincerity of the above 
arrangements which have been recommended to you, and of 
their expediency to yonr real interest ; and your attention to 
them wuU be a means of reconciling the Company to the re- 
solution which we have taken, and which will be reported to 
them in a light very hurtful both to you and to us, if an im- 
proper effect should attend it. These I have ordered Sir 
John B’Oyley to read in your presence, and to explam them 
to you, that no part of them may escape your notice ; and he 
has my positive orders to remonstrate to you against every 
departure from them. Upon all these occasions, I hope and 
expect that you will give him a particular and cordial atten- 
tion, and regard what he shall say as if said by myself; for 
I know him to be a person of the strictest honour and inte- 
grity. I have a perfect reliance on him, and you cannot have 
a more attached or more disinterested counsellor. Although 
I desire to receive your letters frequently, yet as many mat- 
ters will occur which cannot so easily be explained by letter 
as by conversation, I desire that you will on such occasions 
give your orders to him respectmg such points as you may 
desire to have imparted to me ; and I, postponing every other 
concern, wiE give you an immediate and the most satisfactory 
reply concerning them.’* 

My lords, here is a man who is to administer his own af- 
fairs ; who has arrived at sufficient age to supersede the coun- 
sel and advice of the great Mahomedan doctors and the great 
nobility of the country, and he is put under the most abso- 
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lute ^ardianshm of Sir Joliu D’Ojley. But Mr. Hastings 
has given Sir John B’Oyley a great character. I cannot 
confirm it, because I can con&m the character of none of Mr. 
Hastings’s instruments. They must stand forth here, and 
defend their own character before you- 

Tour lordships will now be pleased to advert to another 
circumstance in this transaction ; you see here £40,000 a 
year offered by this man for his redemption. I will give 
you, he says, £40,000 a year to have the management of my 
own affairs. Grood heavens ! Here is a man who, according 
to Mr. Hastings’s assertion, had an indisputable right to the 
management of his own affairs, but at the same time was 
notoriously so little fit to have the management of them as 
to be always under some corrupt tyranny or other, offers 
£40,000 a year out of his o^Yn revenues, to he left his own 
master, and to be permitted to have the disposal of the re- 
mainder : judge you of the bribery, rapine, and peculation 
which here stare you in the face ; — judge of the nature and 
character of that government, for the management of which 
£40,000 out of £160,000 a year of its revenue is offered by 
a subordinate to tbe supreme authority of the country'. This 
offer shows that at this time the Kabob had it not himself. 
Who had it ? Sir John B’Ojley ; he is brought forward as 
the person to whom is given the management of the whole. 
Munny Beg^m had the management before : but, whether it 
be an Enghshman, a Mussulman, a white man, or a black 
man, a white woman, or a black woman, it is all Warren 
Hastings. 

With respect to the four lacks of rupees, he gets Sir John 
B’Oyiey, in the narrative that he makes before the House of 
Commons, positively to deny, in the strongest manner, and 
he says the Kabob would give oath of it, that the Nabob 
never gave a commission to any one to make such an offer. 
That such an offer was made had been long published and 
long in print, with the remarks such as I have made upon it 
in the nmth report of the select committee : that tbe com- 
mittee bad so done was well known to !Mr. Hastings and Sir 
John B’Oyley; not one word on the part of Mr. Hastings, 
not one word on the part of Sir John B’Oyley, was said to 
contradict it, until the appearance of the latter before the 
House of Commons. But, my lords, there is something 
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miicii m:>re serious in this transaction. It is this, that the 
evidence produced by Mr. Hastings is the evidence of wit- 
nesses who are mere phantoms : they are persons who could 
not, under Mr. Hastings’s government, eat a bit of bread 
but upon his own terms, and they are brought forward to 
give such evidence as may answer his purposes. 

You would naturally have imagined, that in the House of 
Commons, where clouds of witnesses had been before pro- 
duced by the friends and agents of Mr. Hastings, he would 
then have brought forward ^ John to contradict this reported 
offer; but not a word from Sir John B’Oyley; at last he is 
eiamined before the committee of managers ; he refuses to 
answer, "Why ? Because his answers might criminate him- 
self. My lords, every answer that most of them have been 
required to make they are sensible they cannot make with- 
out danger of criminating themselves ; being all involved in 
the crimes of the prisoner. He has corrupted and ruined 
the whole ser\ice ; there is not one of them that dares appear 
and mve a fair and full answer, in any ease, as you have seen 
in Mr. Middleton and many others, at your bar. — “ I will 
not answer this question,” they say, “ because it tends to 
criminate myself” How comes it that the Company’s serv- 
ants are not able to give evidence m the affairs of Mr. Hast- 
ings without its tending to criminate themselves ? 

TTell, Sir John D’Oyley is in England; why is he not 
called now ? I have not the honour of being intimately ac- 
quainted with him, but he is a man of a reputable and honour- 
able family. Why is he not called by Mr. Hastings to verify 
the assertion, and why do they suffer this black record to 
stand before your lordships to be urged by us, and to press 
it as we do against him ? If he knows that Sir John D’Oyley 
can acquit him of this part of our accusation, he would cer- 
tainly bring him as a witness to your bar ; but he knows he 
cannot. When, therefore, I see upon your records, that Sir 
John D’Oyiej and Mr. Hastings received such an offer for 
the redemption of the Isfaboh’s affairs out of their hands, I 
conclude first, that at the time of this offer the Nabob had 
not the disposal of his own affairs ; and secondly, that those 
who had the disposal of them disposed of them so corruptly 
and prodigally, that he thought they could hardly be re- 
deemed at too high a price What explanation of this mat- 
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ter bas been attempted ? There is no explanation giTen of It 
at all It stands clear, full, bare in all its nakedness before 
you. They have not attempted to produce the least evidence 
against it. Therefore, m that state I leave it with you, and 
I shall only add, that Mr. Hastings continued to make Munny 
Begum the first object of his attention ; and that, though he 
could not entirely remove IMahomed Beza Khan from the 
seat of justice, he was made a cypher in it. All his other 
offices were taken out of his hands and put into the hands of 
Sir John D’Oyley, directly contrary to the orders of the Com- 
ply, which certainly implied the restitution of Mahomed 
Keza Khan to all the offices which he had before held. He 
was stripped of everything hut a feeble administration of 
justice, which, I take for granted, could not, under the cir- 
cumstances, have been much better m his hands than it had 
been in Sudder ul Hoe Khan’s. 

Mr. Hastings’s protection of this woman continued to the 
last ; and when he was going away, on the third of November, 
1783, he wrote a sentimental letter to the court of directors 
in her praise This letter was transmitted without having 
been commumcated to the council. You have heard of deli- 
cate affidavits ; here you have a sentimental official despatch. 
Your lordships will find it in page 1092 and 1093 of your 
printed minutes. He writes m such a delicate, sentimental 
strain of this woman, that I will venture to say you will not 
find in all the Arcadia, in all the novels and romances that 
ever were published, an instance of a greater, a more con- 
stant, and more ardent affection, defying time, ugliness, and 
old age, did ever exist, than existed in Mr. Hastings towards 
this old woman, Munny Begum. As cases of this kind, cases 
of gallantry abounding in sentimental expressions, are rare in 
the Company’s records, I recommend it as a curiosity to your 
lordships’ reading, as well as a proof of what is the great 
spring and movement of all the prisoner’s actions. On this 
occasion he thus speaks of Munny Begum. 

“ She too became the victim of your policy, and of the 
resentments which succeeded. Something too she owed of 
the source of her misfortunes to the belief of the personal 
gratitude which she might entertain for the public attention 
which I had shown to her ; yet exposed as she was to a 
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treatment wliicli a ruffian would Iiave shuddered at com- 
mitting, and which no recollection of past enmities shall 
compel me to believe, even for a moment, proceeded from 
any commission of authority, she still maintained the deco- 
rum of her character ; nor even then, nor before, nor since 
that period, has the malice of calumny ever dared to breathe 
on her reputation.” 

Delicate ! sentimental ! — “ Pardon, honourable sirs, this 
freedom of expostulation ; I must m honest truth repeat, that 
your commands laid the first foundation of her misfortunes ; 
to your equity she has now recourse through me for their 
alleviation, that she may pass the remainder of her life in a 
state which may at least efface the remembrance of the years 
of her affliction ; and to your humanity she and an unseen 
multitude of the most helpless of her sex cry for subsist- 
ence.” 

Moving and pathetic ' — I wish to recommend every word 
of this letter to your lordships’ consideration, as a model and 
pattern of perfection. Observe his pity for a woman who 
had suffered such treatment from the servants of the Com- 
pany (a parcel of ruffians) — treatment that a ruffian would be 
ashamed of! Tour lordships have seen, in the evidence, 
what this ruffianism was. It was neither more nor less than 
what was necessary in order to get at the accounts, which 
she concealed, as his own corrupt transactions. She was 
told, indeed, that she must privately remove to another house, 
whilst her papers were examining. Mr. Hastings can never 
forget this. He cannot believe that anybody dare send such 
an order, and he calls upon you to consider the helplessness 
of their sex, and the affronts offered to women. 

Por Heaven’s sake, my lords, recollect the manner in which 
Mr. Hastings and his creatures treated the Begums of Oude, 
and consider that this woman was only threatened (for the 
threat was never attempted to be executed) that she must, 
if she did not deliver up the accounts, probably he removed 
to another house, and leave the accounts behind her. This 
blot can never he effaced ; and for this he desires the court 
of directors to make her a large allowance to comfort her in 
her old age. In this situation Mr. Hastings leaves her. He 
leaves in the situation I have described the justice of the 



wabeex hastixgs, esq. 


S49 


cotmtry Tlie only concern Be has at parting is, tlmt tins 
woman may Ba\ e a large allowance. 

But I have yet to tell }our lordships, and it appears upon 
your printed minutes, that this ^oman had a way of comfort- 
ing herscdf: — for old ladies of that description, who have 
passed their youth in amusements, in dancing, and in gal- 
lantries, in their old age are apt to take comfort in brandy. 
This lady was a smuggler, and had influence enough to avoid 
payment of the duty on spirits, in which article she is the 
largest dealer in the district ; as indeed she is in almost every 
species of trade. Thus your lordships see that this senti- 
mental lady, whom Mr. Hastings recommends to the direct- 
ors, had ways of comforting herself. She earned on, notwith- 
standing her dignity, a trade m spirits. Xow a Mahomedan 
of distinction never carries on any trade at all ; it is an un- 
known thing , very few Hahomedans of any rank carry on 
any trade at all ; but that a Mahomedan should carry cm a 
trade in spirits is a prodigy never heard of before ; for a wo- 
man of quality, for a woman of sentiment, to become a dealer 
in spirits, is, my lords, a thing reserved for the sentimental 
age of Mr Hastmgs ; and I wiU venture to say, that no man 
or woman could attempt any such a trade in India with«ut 
being dishonoured, ruined in character, and disgraced by it. 
But she appears not only to have been a dealer in it, but, 
through the influence which Mr. Hastings gave her, to have 
monopolized the trade in brandy, and to have evaded the 
duHes. This then is the state in which we leave the two 
sentimental lovers, the one consoling herself with brandy, 
the other wheedlmg and whining ; and, as Swift describes 
the progress of an intrigue in some respects similar, which 
he calls the p'ogress of love, whereas this is the progress of 
sentiment, 

“ They keep at Starnes the Old Blue Boar, 

Are cat and dog, and rogue and whore.” 

Here they set up the sign of the Old Blue Boar. Munny 
Begum monopolizes the trade m spirits ; and hence she and 
Mr Hastmgs commence their sentimental correspondence. 
And now having done with this progress of love, we return 
to the progress of justice. 

We have seen how Sudder nl Hoe Khan, the chief justice 
of Mr. Hastings’s own nomination, was treated. Kow you 
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shall see how justice was left to shift for herself under Ma- 
homed Eeza Khan In page 1280 of your lordships’ minutes, 
you will see the progress of all these enormities, of Munny 
Begum’s dealing m spirits, of her engrossing tlie trade, of 
her evading duties, and lastly, the extinction of all order in 
that country and the funeral of justice itself. Mr. Shore’s 
evidence respecting this state of the country will admit of 
no doubt. 

Mr. Shore's remarks accompanying the Governor- G-eneraV s 
minutes of the ISth Mag, 1785. — Bouzdarry jurisdiction. 
— Of the fouzdarry jurisdiction nothing has yet been said. 
In this department criminal justice is administered, and it is 
the only office left to the Nabob. I do not see any particular 
reason for changing the system itself, and perhaps it would 
on many accounts be improper ; hut some regulations are 
highly necessary. l^Iahomed Eeza is at the head of this de~ 
partment, and is the only person I know in the country quali- 
tied for it. If he were left to himself, I have not a doubt 
but he would conduct it well ; hut he is so circumscribed by 
recommendations of particular persons, and by the protection 
held out to his officers by Europeans, that to my knowledge 
he’ has not been able to punish them, even when they have 
been comicted of the greatest enormities ; and he has often 
on this account been blamed, where his hands were tied up.” 

My lords, you now see in this mmute of Sir J ohn Shofe, 
now Governor- Greneral of Bengal, one of Mr. Hastmgs’s own 
committee for drawmg up his defence, the review which he 
had just then taken of the rums of the government, which 
had been left to him by Mr. Hastings. Tou see here not the 
little, paltry things which might deserve in their causes the 
animadversion of a rough satirist, like Doctor Swift, whom I 
have just quoted ; hut you see things ten thousand times 
more serious ; things that deserve the thunderbolt of vindic- 
tive justice upon the head of the prisoner at your bar. Eor 
you see that after he had ostensibly restored Mahomed Beza 
Kh4n, the man who could and would have executed his of- 
fice with fidelity and effect, the man who was fit for and 
disposed to do his duty, there was still neither law, order, 
nor justice in the country. Why F Because of the interpo- 
sition of Europeans, and men who must have been patronized 
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and supported by Europeans. All this happened before bir* 
Hastings’s departure ; so that the whole effect of the new 
arrangement of government was known to him before be left 
Calcutta. The same pretended remedy was applied. But 
m fact he left this woman in the full possession of her power. 
His last thoughts were for her; for the justice of the coun- 
try, for the peace and security of the people of Bengal, he 
took no kind of care ; these great interests were left to the 
mercy of the woman and her JSuropean associates. 

My lords, I have taken some pains in giving you this his- 
tory. I have shown you his open acts and secret stratagems, 
in direct rebelbon to the court of directors; his double go- 
vernment, his false pretences of restoring the Xaboh’s inde- 
pendence, leading in effect to a most servile dependence, even 
to the prohibition of the approach of any one, native or Eu- 
ropean, near him, hut through the mtervention of Sir John 
D’Oyley.— I therefore again repeat it, that Sir John E’Oyley, 
and the English gentlemen who were patronized and counte- 
nanced by Mr. Hastings, had wrought ail that havoc in the 
country before Mr. Hastings left it 

I have particularly dwelt upon the administration of jus- 
tice, because I consider it as the source of all good, and the 
mal-administration of it as the source of all evil in the coun- 
try. Your lordships have heard how it was totally destroyed 
by Mr. Hastings through Sir John B’Oyley, who was sent 
there by him for the purpose of forming a clandestine go- 
vernment of corruption and peculation. This part of our 
charge speaks for itself, and I shall dismiss it with a single 
observation; that not the least trace of an account of ah 
these vast sums of money, delivered into the hands of Sir John 
B’Oyley for the use of the Xabob, appears in any part of the 
Company’s records. The undeniable inferences to be drawn 
from this fact are, first, that wherever we find concealment of 
money and the ceasing of an account, there has been fraud : 
— and secondly, that if we find this concealment accom- 
panied with the devastation of a country and the extinction 
of justice in it, that devastation of the country and that 
extinction of justice have been the result of that fraudulent 
peculation. 

I am sure your lordships wiU not think that a charge of 
the aimihilation of administrative justice, in which the hap- 
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piness and prosperit}- of a great body of nobility, of numer- 
ous, ancient, and respectable families, and of the inhabit- 
ants in general of extensive and populous provinces, are 
concerned, can, if it stood single and alone, be a matter of 
trifling moment. And in favour of -whom do aU these sacn- 
flees appear to have been made ? In favour of an old prosti- 
tute, 'ftho, if sho'wn to your lordships here, hke Helen to the 
counsellors of Troy, would not, I thmt, be admitted to have 
charms that could palliate this man’s abominable conduct j 
you would not cry out with them — 

“ Oi> vffitffts, 

Totp c' afi^i yvvaiKt 7ro\vv xpovov aXysa 


Eor I T^^-ill fairly sav, that there are some passions that ha ve 
their excises; hut the ^ passion towards tins womarTwaTH 
nation of avar^ mdeedT^ich 

lasfed to the end of ins government, and for which he defied 
the orders^ of the court of directors, rebelled agamst his mas- 
ters, and finally subverted the justice of a great country. 


My lords, I have done with tbs business. I come next 
to the third division of the natives, those who form the land- 
ed mterest of the country. A few words only will be ne- 
cessary upon this part of the subject. The fact is, that Mr. 
Hastings, at one stroke, put up the property of all the no- 
bihty and gentry, and of aU the freeholders — m short, the 
whole landed interests of Bengal, to a pubhc auction, and let 
it to the highest bidder. I will make no observations upon 
the nature of this measure to your lordships, who represent 
so large a part of the digmty, together with so large a part of 
the landed interest of ttus kingdom ; though I think that, 
even under your lordships’ restrictive order, I am entitled so 
to do ; because we have exammed some witnesses upon tbs 
point, in the revenue charge. Suffice it to say, that it is in 
evidence before your lordsbps that tbs sale was ordered 
Mr Hastings does not deny it. He says, indeed, he did it 
not with an ill intention. My answer is, that it could have 
been done with no other than a bad mtention. The owners 
of the land had no^ way left to save themselves hut to he- 
come farmers of their own estates, and from the competition 
wbch naturally took place, and he himself declared, that 
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tae persons, whetber owners or strangers, to whom he let 
the lands, had agreed to rents which surpassed their abilities 
to pay. I need not tell yon what must have been the conse- 
quence, when it got into such rapacious hands, and w'as taken 
out of the hands of its natural proprietors ; that the public 
revenue had sunk and lost by it ; and that the country was 
wasted and destroyed. I leave it to your lordships’ own 
meditation and reflection ; and I shall not press it one step 
further, than just to remind you of what has been so w^eil 
opened and pressed By my fellow-managers. He, hir. Hast- 
ings, confesses that he let the lands to his own banyans ; he 
took his own domestic servants and put them in the houses 
of the nobility of the country ; and this he did in direct 
violation of an express order made by himself, that no banyan 
of a collector (the spirit of which order implied ten thousand 
times more strongly the exclusion of any banyans of a Gro- 
vemor-G-eneral) should have any one of those farms. W e also 
■find that he made a regulation that no farmers should rent 
more than a lack of rupees ; but at the same time we find 
his banyans holding several farms to more than that amount 
In short, we find that in every instance whele, under some 
plausible pretence or other, the fixed regulations are violated 
it touches him so closely as to make it absolutely impossible 
not to suppose that he himself had the advant ^ gA nt 

For, m the first place, you have proof that he does take 
bribes, and that he has corrupt dealings. This is what he 
admits ; but he says that he has done it from pnhbc-spinted 
motives How there is a rule formed upon a lust, solid pr e- 
sum p'fa.on of lavv^ that it you and a man ianiilty of on e 
^ence contrary to knuro Jaw, whenever th^ is a suspi ci- 
ous case against him ot the same nature, the onus lorohand t 
t hat he is not ^ilty is turned upon hini! Therefore, when 
I find the regmations broken, wiaen I find farms given of 
more than a lack of rupees, when I find them given to the 
GrOvernor-HeneraTs own banyan, contraiy to the principle of 
the regulation — contrary, I say, in the strongest way to it , 
when I find that he accumulates farms beyond the regulated 
number ; when I find all these things done, and besides that 
the banyan has great balances of account against him, then, 
by the presumption of law, I am hound to believe that all 
this was done not for the servants, but for the master 
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It is jwsaible >Ir. Hastings miglit really be m love with 
Munny Begum ; be it so — many great men have played the 
fool for prostitutes, from Mark Antonyms days do'Vfnwards , 
but no man ever fell in love with his own banyan. The per- 
sons for whom Mr. Hastings was guilty of all this rapine and 
oppression have neither relations nor kindred whom they 
own j nor does any trace of friendship exist among them ; 
they do not live in habits of intimacy with any one ; they 
are good fellows and bottle companions. 

I must now’ proceed to observe upon another matter which 
has been stated to your lordships — namely, that as soon as he 
obtained the majority' in the council (that beginning of all 
evils, that opening of Pandora’s box) by the death of G-ene- 
ral Ciaveniig and Colonel Monson, the first thing he did was 
to appoint a commission, called an aumeem . to go throngh 
the whole country, to enter every man’s house, to examine 
his title deeds, and to demand his papers of accounts of every 
kind, for the purpose of enabling himself to take advantage 
of the hopes and fears of all the parties concerned, and thus 
to ravage and destroy all their property. 

And whom does he place at the head of this commission 
to be the manager of the whole affair ? G-unga G-ovin Sing, 
another banyan of bis, and one of his own domestic servants. 
This we have discovered lately, and not without some sur- 
prise ; for though I knew he kept a rogue in his house, yet 
I did not think that it was a common receptacle of thieves 
and robbers. — I did not know till lately, that this G-nnga 
Ctovih Sing was his domestic servant ; hut Mr. Hastings, in 
a letter to the court of directors, calls him his faithful do- 
mestic serv'ant, and as such calls upon the Company to reward 
him. To this banyan all the Company’s servants are made 
subject ; they are hound to obey all his orders, and those of 
Ms committee, I hope I need not tell your lordships what 
sort of stuff this committee was made of, by which G-unga 
Grovin Sing w’as enabled to ravage the whole country. But, 
say his counsel, Mr. Hastings thought that the value of the 
lands was thoroughly known; they had been investigated 
three times over, and they were all let by public auction to 
the^ highest bidder. This may or may not be a true test of 
their value : but it is a test w'hicb, as it led to the almost 
entire confiscation of the landed interest of Bengal, Bahiir, 
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and Orissa, three great kingdoms, by a dash of that man’s 
pen, into the hands of his banyans and creatures, I can never 
think of it, or of its author, ivithout horror. 

Some people say you ought to hate the crime and love 
the criminal. Ko ; that is the language of false morality ; you 
ought to hate the crime and the criminal, if the crime is of 
magnitude. If the crime is a small one, then you ought to 
be angry with the crime and reluctant to punish the criminal ; 
but when there are great crimes, then you may hate them 
together. What ! am I to love Xero *? To fall in love 
with Heliogabalus ? Is Domitian to be the subject of my 
affection ? Xo ; we hate the crime, and we hate the criminal 
ten times more ; and if I use indignant language, if I use 
the language of scorn and horror with respect to the criminal, 
I use the language that becomes me. 

But, says one of the counsel, the Company might possess 
a knowledge of the country in general, but they could not 
know every beegah of it (about the third part of an acre of 
land) without such a commission. That is to say, you 
could not squeeze everything out of the people without 
ordering such a villain as Grunga (xovin Sing (I call things 
by their names), that most atrocious and wicked instru- 
ment of the most atrocious and wicked tyranny, to examine 
every man’s papers — ^to oblige every man to produce Ins 
titles and accounts upon pain of crimmal punishment, to be 
inflicted at the discretion of this commissioner, this Gunga 
Govin Sing. Bor an account of these acts, and for a de- 
scription of an aumeeny, I refer your lordships to the evi- 
dence in your minutes, from page 1287 to IrSOl, and I pass 
on, expressing only my horror and detestation at it, and 
wishing to kindle in your lordships’ minds the same horror 
and detestation of it. 

Thus you see that Mr. Hastings was not satisfied with 
confiscation only. He .comes just afterwards with a blister 
upon the sore. He lets loose another set of ravagers and in- 
quisitors upon them, under Gunga Govin Sing, and these poor 
people are ravaged by the whole tribe of Calcutta banyans. 

Mr. Hastmgs has himself defined an aumeen in page 1022, 
where he states that Xundcomar desired him to make bis son 
an aumeen. “ The promise which he (Xundcomar) says I 
made him, that he should be constituted aumeen, that is, 

2 A 2 
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iaqiiisitor-general over the whole country, and that I ’w ould 
delegate to him my "whole power and influence, is something 
more than a negatiTe falsehood/* He justly and naturally 
reprobates the proposition of appointing an inquisitor-general 
over the whole country ; and yet we see him afterwards ap- 
pointing Giunga Govin Sing such an inquisitor-general over 
the whole country, m order that a beegah of land should not 
escape him. 

Let us see how all this ended, and what it is that leads me 
uirecxiy xo the presumption of corruption against him m this 
v^icked aumeeny scheme. JSTow I will admit the whole 
scheme to have been well mtended ; I will forgive the let- 
ting ail the lands of Bengal by public auction j I will forgive 
all he has done with regard to his banyans ; I shall forgive 
him even this commission itself, if he wiU show your lord- 
ships that there was the smallest use made of it with regard 
to the settlement of the revenues of the Company. If there 
was pot, then there is obviously one use only that could be 
made of it, namely, to put all the people of the whole coun- 
try under obedience to Gunga Govin Sing. What then was 
done f Titles and accounts were exacted ; the estimate was 
made, acre by acre ; but we bare not been able to find one 
■word on tbeir records of any return that was made to the 
Company of this investigation, or of any settlement or assess- 
ment of the country founded upon it, or of any regulation 
that was established upon it. Therefore, as an honest man, 
and as a man who is standing here for the Commons of Great 
Britain, I must not give way to any idle doubts and ridiculous 
suppositions. I cannot, I say, entertam any doubts, that the 
only purpose it was designed to answer was to subject the 
whole landed interest of the country to the cruel inquisition of 
G-unga Govin Sing, and to the cruel purposes of Mr. Hast- 
ings. Show me another purpose, and I will give up the ar- 
gummt ; for if there are two ways of accounting for the same 
act, it IS possible it may be attributed to the better motive • 
but when we see that a bad thing was done under pretence 
oi some good, we must attach a had motive to it if the nre- 
tence be never fulfilled. 

I have now done with the landed interest of Bengal I 
have omitted much which might have been pressed upon 
your lordships, not from any indisposition to remark upon 
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the matter more fully, but because it bas been done already 
by abler persons. I only wished to make some practical in- 
ferences, which, perhaps, in the hurry of my brother managers 
might possibly have escaped them ; I wished to show } on 
that one system of known or justly presumed corruption 
pervades the whole of this busmess, from one end to the 
other. Having thus disposed of the native landed interest, 
and the native zemindars or landholders of the country, I 
pass to the English government. 

My lords, when we have shown plainly the utter extinc- 
tion of the native Mahomedan government ; when we have 
shown the extinction of the native landed interest ; what 
hope can there be for that afflicted country but in tbe servants 
of the Company ? T^lien we have shown the corrupt state 
of that service, what hope but for the court of directors ? 
What hope hut in the superintending control of British tribu- 
nals ? I think as well of the body of my countrymen as 
any man can do. I do not think that any man sent out to 
India is sent with an ill purpose, or goes out with had dispo- 
sitions. IS’o. I think the young men who go there are fair 
and faithful representatives of the people of the same age ; 
uneorrupted, but corruptible from their age, as we all axe. 
They are sent there young. There is but one thing held out 
to them — ^You are going to make your fortune. The Com- 
pany’s service is to be tbe restoration of decayed noble 
families ; it is to be the renovation of old and the making of 
new ones. How when such a set of young men are sent 
out with these hopes and views, and with little education or 
a very imperfect one ; when these people, from whatever 
rank of life selected,— many from the best, most from the 
middling, very few from the lowest, — ^but high, middling, 
or low, they are sent out to make two things coincide, which 
the wit of man was never able to unite — to make their for- 
tune and form their education, at once. WTiat is the educa- 
tion of the generality of the world ? Beading a parcel of 
books ? Ho. Ej gstraint of discipline, emulation, examp les 
of vir tues and mjiistice. fom . ■ tbe-ed ucatipar -ef - ihe wcTrl d. 
IFEEe Uompan^ servants have not that education, and are 
left to give loose to their natural passions, some would be 
corrupt of course, and some would he uncorrupt ; but pro- 
bably tbe majority of them would be inclined to pursue mo- 
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derate courses "between these two Kow I am to show you 
that Mr. Hastings left these servants but this alternative — be 
starved ; be depressed ; be ruined ; disappoint the hopes of 
your families : or be my slaves ; be ready to be subservient 
to me in every inujuity I shall order you to commit, and to 
conceal everything I shall wish yon to conceal. This was 
the state of the service ; therefore the Commons did well and 
wisely when they sent us here not to attack this or that 
servant who may have peculated, hut to punish the man 
who was sent to reform abuses, and to make Bengal furnish 
to the world a brilliant example of British justice. I shall 
now proceed to state briefly the abuses of the Company’s 
government ; to show you what Mr. Hastings was expected 
to do for their reformation, and what he actually did do ; I 
shall then show your lordships the effects of the whole. 

I shall begin by reading to your lordships an extract from 
the directors’ letter to Beng^, of the 7th April, 1773 : — > 
“We wish we could refute the observation, that almost every 
attempt made by us and our administrations at your presi* 
dency for tbe reforming of abuses bas rather increased them, 
and added to the miseries of the country we are anxious to 
protect and cherish. The truth of this observation appears 
fully in the late appointment of supervisors and chiefs — in- 
stituted as they were to give relief to the industrious tenants, 
to improve and enlarge our investments, to destroy monopolies, 
and retrench expenses, the end has by no means been an- 
swerable to the institution. Are not the tenants more than 
ever oppressed and wretched? Are our investments im- 
proved ? Have not the raw silk and cocoons been raised up- 
on us fifty per cent, in price ? We can hardly say what has 
not been made a monopoly ; and as to the expenses of your 
presidency, they are at len^h settled to a degree we are no 
longer able to support. These facts (for such they are) 
should have been stated to us as capital reasons why neither 
our orders of 1771, nor indeed any regulations whatever, 
could he carried into execution. But, perhaps, as this would 
have proved too much, it was not suggested to us ; for no- 
thing could more plainly indicate a state of anarchy, and that 
there was no government existing m our servants at Bengal. 

“ And therefore when oppression pervades the whole coun- 
try, when youths have been suffered with impunity to exeiv 
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cise sovereign jurisdiction over the natheSj and to acquire 
rapid fortunes by monopolizing of commerce, it cannot be a 
wonder to us or yourselves that dadney merchants do not 
come forward to contract with the Company, that the manu- 
factures find their way through foreign channels, or that our 
investments are at once enormously dear and of a debased 
quality. 

“ It is evident then that the evils which have been so de- 
structive to us lie too deep for any partial plans to reach or 
correct ; it is therefore our resolution to aim at the root of 
those evils, and we are happy in having reason to believe 
that m every just and necessary regulation we shall meet 
with the approbation and support of the legislature, who 
consider the public as materially interested in the Company’s 
prosperity. 

In order to effectuate this great end, the first step must 
be to restore perfect obedience and due subordination to your 
administration. Our G-ovemor and council must reassume 
and exercise their delegated powers upon every just occasion ; 
puuish delinquents, cherish the meritorious, discountenance 
that luxury and dissipation which to the reproach of govern- 
ment prevailed in Bengal. Our president, Mr. Hastings, we 
trust will set the example of temperance, economy, and ajv 
plication ; and upon this we are sensible much will depend. 
And here we take occasion to indulge the pleasure we have 
in acknowledging Mr. Hastings’s services upon the coast of 
Choromandel, in constructing with equal labour and ability 
the plan which has so much improved our investments there ; 
and as we are persuaded he will persevere in the same laud- 
able pursuit through every branch of our affairs m Bengal, 
he in return may depend on the steady support and favour 
of his employers. 

“ Your settlement being thus put into a train of reform 
(without which indeed all regulations will prove ineffectual), 
you are next to revert to the old system, when the business 
of your presidency was principally performed by our own 
servants, who then had Imowledge of our investments, and 
every other department of our concerns ; you will therefore 
fill the several offices with the factors and writers upon your 
establishment; for with our present appointments we are 
assured there mil be sufficient for this purpose ; and thua 
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rou will banish idleness, and its attendants, extravagance and 
dissipation. And here we enjoin you to transmit to ns a 
faithful and minute state of the pay and every known emolu- 
ment of all below council ; for as it is notorious that even 
youths m our service expend m equipage, servants, dress, and 
living, infinitely more than our stated allowances can afford, 
we cannot but be anxious to disco\er the means by which 
they are enabled to proceed in this manner And indeed so 
obnoxious is this conduct to us, and so injurious in its con- 
sequences, that we expect and require you to show your 
displeasure to all such as shall transgress in this respect, 
contrasting it at the same time with instances of kindness 
towards the sober, frugal, and industrious.” 

My lords, you see the state in which the directors con- 
ceived the country to be — that it was in this state is not 
denied by Mr. Hastings, who was sent out for the purpose of 
reforming it. The directors had swept away almost the 
whole body of their Bengal servants for supposed corruption ; 
and they appointed a set of new ones, to regenerate, as it 
w'ere, the government of that country. Mr. Hastings says, — 
I was brought to India like other people. This, indeed, is 
true ; and I hope it will prove an example and instruction to 
all mankind, never to employ a man who has been bred in 
base and corrupt practices, from any hope that his local 
knowledge may make him the fittest person to correct such 
practices. Mr. Hastings goes on to say, that you could not 
expect more from him than could he done by a man bred up, 
as he i\as, in the common habits of the country. This is 
also true. My lords, you might as well expect a man to be 
fit for a perfumer’s shop, who has lam a month m a pig’s 
sty, as to expect that a man, who has been a contractor with 
the Company for a length of time, is a fit person for reform- 
ing abuses Mr. Hastings has stated in general his history, 
his merits, and his services ; we have looked over with care 
the records relative to his proceedings, and we find that in 
1760 and 1761 he was m possession of a contract for huh 
locks and a contract for provisions It is no way wrong for 
any man to take a contract, provided he does not do what 
Mr. Hastings has condemned in his regulations, become a 
contractor with his masters. 
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But tbougli I do not bear upon Mr. Hastings fur having 
spent his time in being a bullock contractor, } et I say that 
he ought to have laid aside all the habits of a Imlloek con- 
tractor when he was made a great minister for the reforma- 
tion of a great service full of abuses I w ill show your lord- 
ships that he never did so ; that, on the contrary, being bred 
in those bad habits, and having had the education that I 
speak of, he persevered in the habits vhieh had been formed 
in him, to the very last. I understand it has been imputed 
as a sort of a crime m me, that I stated something of tne ob- 
scurity of Mr. Hastings’s birth. The imputation has no found- 
ation. Can it be bebeved that any man could be so absurd 
as to attack a man’s birth, when he is accusing his actions ? 
Ho ; I have always spoken of the low, sordid, and mercenary 
habits m which he was bred ; I said nothing of his birth. 

But, my lords, I was a good deal surprised when a friend 
of his and mine, yesterday morning, put into my hands, w'ho 
had been attacking ]5^Ir. Hastings’s hie and conduct, a pedi- 
gree. I was appeahng to the records of the Company ; they 
answer by sending me to the Herald’s Office. Many of your 
lordships’ pedigrees are obscure, m comparison vith that of 
Mr. Hastings, and I only wonder how he came to derogate 
from such a hue of nobles, by becoming a contractor for bul- 
locks. 

A man may be an honest bullock contractor ; Grod forbid 
that many of them in this country should not he very honest ; 
but I find his terms were nearly four times as high as those 
which the House of Commons had condemned as exorbitant ; 
they were not only unusually high, but the bullocks were 
bachy supplied, and the contract had not been fairly adver- 
tised. It was therefore agreed to declare the same void at 
the expiration of twelve months, on the 1st December, 1763. 

I say again, that I do not condemn him for being a bullock 
contractor, but I am suspicious of his honesty, because he 
has been nursed in bad and vicious habits. That of con- 
tracting with his masters is a bad habit, as be himself has 
stated in a record which is printed by the House of Com- 
mons. I condemn him for being a fraudulent bullock con- 
tractor ; for he was turned out of that contract for fraudulent 
practices ; it was declared void, and given to another at a 
lower pnce. After it was so disposed of, Mr Hastings him 
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self, condemning his own original contract, which was at 
twelve rupees for a certain species of bullocks, took the con- 
•tract again at seven ; and on these terms it continued. What 
I therefore contend for is this, that he earned with him the 
spirit of a fraudulent bullock contractor through the whole 
of the Company’s service, in its greatest and most imnortant 
parts. 

My lords, the wading through all these corruptions is an 
unpleasant employment for me ; hut what am 1 to think of a 
man w’ho holds up his head so high, that, when a matter of 
account is in discussion, such as appears in this very defence 
that I have in my hand, he declares he does not know any- 
thing about it ? He cannot keep accounts — ^that is beneath 
him. We trace him throughout the whole of his career, 
engaged in a great variety of mercantile employments j and 
yet, when he comes before you, you would imagine that he 
had been bred in the study of the sublimest sciences, and 
had no concern in anything else ; that he had been engaged 
in writing a poem, an Iliad, or some work that might revive 
fallen literature. There is hut one exception to his abhor- 
rence of accounts. He always contrives to make up a good 
account for himself- 

My lords, we have read to you a letter in which the court 
of directors have described the disorders of their service — 
the utter ruin of it — the corruption that prevailed in it — and 
the destruction of the country by it. — When we are said to 
exaggerate, we use no stronger words than they do. We 
cannot mince the matter ; your lordships should not mince 
it ; no httle, paltry delicacies should hinder you, when there 
is a country expiring imder all these things, from calling the 
authors to a strict account. The court of directors sent him 
that statement ; they recommended to him a radical reforma- 
rion. What does he do ? We will read his letter of 1773, 
in which you will find seeds sown for the propagation of all 
those future abuses, which terminated in the utter and irreme- 
diable destruction of the whole service. After he has praised 
the directors for the trust that they had placed m him, after 
expressing his highest gratitude, and so on ; he says, “ While 
I indulge the pleasure which I receive from the past successes 
of my endeavours, I own I cannot refrain from looking hack 
with a mixture of anxiety on the omissions, by which I am 
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sensible I may since have hazarded the diminution of your 
esteem. All my letters addressed to your honourable court, 
and to the secret committee, repeat the strongest promises of 
prosecuting the inquiries into the conduct of your servants, 
which you have been pleased to commit particularly to my charge. 
You will readily perceive that I must have been sincere in 
those declarations, since it would have argued great indiscre- 
tion to have made them, had I foreseen my inability to per- 
form them. I find myself now under the disagreeable neces- 
sity of avowing that inability ; at the same time I will boldly 
take upon me to affirm, that, on whomsoever you might have 
delegated that charge, and by whatever powers it might have 
been accompanied, it would have been sufficient to occupy 
the entire attention of those who were intrusted with it ; and 
even with all the aids of leisure and authority, would have 
proved ineffectual. I dare appeal to the public records, to the 
testimony of those who have opportunities of knowing me, 
and even to the detail which the public voice can report of 
the past acts of this government, that my time has been 
neither idly nor uselessly employed ; yet such are the cares 
and embarrassments of this various state, that although much 
may he done, much more even in matters of moment must 
necessarily remain neglected. To select from the miscellane- 
ous heap, which each day’s exigencies present to our choice, 
those points on which the genem welfare of your affairs most 
essentially depends, to provide expedients for future advan- 
tages, and guard against probable evils, are ail that your ad- 
ministration can faithfully promise to perform for your ser- 
vice, with their umted labours most diligently exerted. They 
cannot look back without sacrificing the objects of their im- 
mediate duty, which are those of your interest, to endless re- 
searches, which can produce no real good, and may expose 
your affairs to all the ruinous consequences of personal ma- 
levolence, both here and at home.” 

My lords, you see here that after admitting that he has 
promised to the court of directors to do what they ordered 
him to do (and he had promised to make a radical reform in 
their whole service, and to cure those abuses which they have 
stated), he declares that he will not exf cute them ; he pleads 
G variety of other occupations ; hut as to that great funda- 
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mental grievance lie was appointed to eradicate, he declared 
he will not even attempt it. Why did you promise ? it natur- 
allv occurs to ask him that question. “ Why,” says he, “you 
will readily perceive that I must have been sincere in those 
declarations, since it would have argued great indiscretion to 
have made them, had I known my inability to perform them.” 
This is a kind of argument that belongs to Mr. Hastings ex- 
clusively. Most other people would say, You may judge of 
the sincerity of my promises by my zeal in tbe performance ; 
but he says, you may judge of the sincerity of my promises, 
because I would not promise if I had not thought I should 
be able to perform. It runs in this ridiculous circle. I pro- 
mised to obey the court of directors ; therefore I knew that 
I could obey" them ; hut I could not obey them, therefore I 
WM absolved from my promise, and did not attempt to obey 
them. In fact there is not so much as one grievance or abuse 
in the country that he reformed — and this was systematical 
in Mr. Hastings’s conduct ; that he was resolved to connive 
at the whole of the irdqmties of the service, because he was 
resolved that every one of those existing miquities should be 
practised by himself. But, says he, the reformation required 
can produce no real good, and may expose your affairs to all 
the ruinous consequences of personal malevolence both here 
and at home. This he gives yon as a reason why he will not 
prosecute the inquiry into abuses abroad — because he is afraid 
that you should pimish him at home for doing his duty abroad 
— that it will expose him to malevolence at home , and there- 
fore to avoid bemg subject to malevolence at home, he would 
not do his duty abroad. 

He follows this with something that is perfectly extraordi- 
nary ; he desires, instead of doing his duty (which he de- 
clares it is impossible to do), that he may be invested with 
an arbitrary power. I refer your lordships to pages 2827, 
2828, and 2829 of the printed minutes, where you will find 
the system of his government to be formed upon a resolution 
not to use any one legal means of punishing corruption, or 
for the prevention of corruption ; ^ that he desires is to 
have an absolute arbitrary power over tbe servants of the 
Company. There you will see, that arbitrary power for cor- 
rupt purposes over the servants of the Company is the found- 
ation of every part of his whole conduct. Bemark what he 
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says here ; and tlieu judge wlietlier these inferences are to be 
eiuded by any chicane. 

“ In the charge of oppression, although supported by the 
cries of the people and the most authentic representations, it 
is yet impossible, in most cases, to obtain legal proofs of it ; 
and unless the discretionary power which I have recom- 
mended be somewhere lodged, the assurance of impunity 
from any formal inquiry wiU baffle every order of the board ; 
as, on the other hand, the fear of the consequences will re- 
strain every man within the hounds of his duty, if he knows 
himself liable to suffer by the effects of a single control.” 

My lords, you see two things most material for you to con- 
sider in the judgment of this great cause, which is the cause 
of nations. The first thing for you to consider is the declar- 
ation of the culprit at your bar, that a person may be pur- 
sued by the cries of a w’hole people ; that documents the 
most authentic and satisfactory, but deficient in technical 
form, may be produced agamst him ; m short, that he may 
be guilty of the most enormous crimes, and yet that legal 
proofs may be wanting. This shows you how seriously you 
ought to consider, before you reject any proof upon the idea 
that it is not technical legal proof To this assertion of Mr. 
Hastings I oppose, however, the opmion of a gentleman who 
sits near his side, Mr. Sumner, which is much more probable. 

Mr. Hastings says that the power of the council is not 
effectual agamst the mfenor servants, that is, too weak to 
coerce them. With much more truth Mr. Sumner has said 
in his minute, you might easily coerce the inferior servants ; 
but that the dread of falling upon persons in high stations 
discourages and puts an end to complaint , — 1 quote the re- 
corded authority of the gentleman near him, as being of great 
weight in the affairs of the Company, to prove, what is infi- 
nitely more probable, the falsehood of Mr. Hastings’s as- 
sertion, that an inferior servant cannot be coerced ; and that 
they must riot with impunity in the spoils of the people. 

But we will go to a much more serious part of the busi- 
ness ; after desiring arbitrary power in this letter, he desires 
a perpetuation of it. And here he has given you a description 
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of a bad governor, to which I must call your attention, as 
your lord^ips will find it, in every part of his proceeding, to 
be exactly applicable to himself and to his own government. 

“The first command of a state so extensive as that of 
Bengal is not without opportunities of private emoluments , 
and although the allowance which your bounty has liberally 
provided for your servants may be reasonably expected to fix 
the bounds of their desires, yet you will find it extremely 
difficult to restrain men from profiting by other means, -who 
look upon their appointment as the measure of a day, and 
who, from the uncertainty of their condition, see no room for 
any acquisition but of wealth, smce reputation and the con- 
sequences which follow the successful conduct of great affairs 
are only to he attained in a course of years. Tinder such 
circumstances, however rigid your orders may he, or however 
supported, I am afraid that, in most instances, they will pro- 
duce no other fruits than either avowed disobedience, or the 
worst extreme of falsehood and hypocrisy. These are not 
the principles which should rule the conduct of men whom 
you have constituted the guardians of your property, and 
checks on the morals and fidelity of others The care of self- 
preservation will naturally suggest the necessity of seizing 
the opportunity of present power, when the duration of it is 
considered as limited to the usual term of three years, and 
of applying it to the provision of a future independency; 
therefore every renewal of this term is liable to prove a re- 
iterated oppression. It is perhaps owing to the causes which 
I have described, and a proof of their existence, that this ap- 
pointment has been for some years past so eagerly solicited, 
and so easily resigned. There are yet other inconveniences 
attendant on this habit, and perhaps an investigation of them 
all would lead to endless discoveries. Every man whom your 
choice has honoured with so distinguished a trust seeks to 
merit approbation, and acquire an eclat by innovations, for 
which the wild scene before him affords ample and justifiable 
occasion.’* 

Ton see, my lords, he has stated that, if a Governor is ap- 
pointed to hold his office only for a short time, the conse- 
quence would be, either an avowed disobedience, or, what is 
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■worse, extreme falsehood and hj'pocnsy. Tour lordships know 
that this man has held his office for a long time, and yet his 
disobedience has been avowed, and his hypocrisy and his 
falsehood have been discovered, and ha^e been proved to 
your lordships in the course of this trial. Ton see this man 
has declared what are the principles which should rule the 
conduct of men whom you have constituted the guardians of 
your property, and checks upon the morals and fidelity of 
others. Mr Hastings tells you himself directly what his 
duty was , he tells you himself, and he pronounces his own 
condemnation, what was expected from him, namely, that 
he should give a great example himself, and be a cheek and 
guardian of the fidelity of all that are under him He de- 
clares at the end of this letter, that a very short continuance 
in their service would enable him to make a fortune up to 
the height of his desire. He has since thought proper to 
declare to you that he is a beggar and undone, notwithstand- 
ing all his irregular resources, in that very service. I have 
read this letter to your lordships, that you may contrast it 
with the conduct of the prisoner, as stated by us aud proved 
by the evidence we have adduced. "We have stated and 
proved, that Mr. Hastings did enter upon a systematic con- 
nivance at the peculation of the Company’s servants — that 
he refused to institute any check whatever for the purpose of 
preventing corruption ; and that he carried into execution no 
one measure of government, agreeably to the positive and 
solemn engagements into which he had entered with the 
directors. We therefore charge him not only with his own 
corruptions, hut with a sympathetic, premeditated corruption, 
of the whole service, from the time when he was appointed, in 
the beginning of the year 1772, down to the year 1785, 
when he left it. He never attempted to detect any one 
smgle abuse whatever ; he never endeavoured once to put a 
stop to any corruption, in any man black or white, in any 
way whatever. And thus he has acted in a government of 
which he himself declares the nature to h© such, that it is 
almost impossible so to detect misconduct as to give legal 
evidence of it, though a man should he declared by the cries 
of the whole people to he guilty. 

My lords, he desires an arbitrary power over the Company^a 
servants to be given to him. God forbid arbitrary power 
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should be given into the hands of any man I At the same 
time, God forbid, if by power be meant the ability to dis- 
cover, to reach, to check, and to punish subordinate corrup- 
tion, that he should not be enabled so to do, and to get at, to 
prosecute, and punish delmqueney by law. But honesty 
only, and not arbitrary power, is necessary for that pu:^ose. 
We well know, indeed, that a government requiring arbitrary 
power has been the situation in which this man has attempted 
to place us. 

We know also, my lords, that there are cases, in which 
the act of the delinquent may he of consequence, while the 
example of the criminal, from the obscurity of his situation, 
is of little importance : m other eases, the act of the delin- 
quent may he of no great importance, but the consequences 
of the example dreadful. We know that crimes of great 
magnitude, that acts of great tyranny, can but seldom be ex- 
ercised, and only by a few persons. They are privileged 
crimes. They are the dreadful prerogatives of greatness and 
of the highest situations only. But when a Q-ovemor-G-eneral 
descends into the muck and filth of peculation and corrup- 
tion, when he receives bribes and extorts money, he does 
acts that are imitable by everybody. There is not a single 
man, black or white, from the highest to the lowest, that is 
possessed in the smallest degree of momentary authority, that 
cannot imitate the acts of suchaGrovemor-Greneral. Consider, 
then, what the consequences will be, when it is laid down as 
a principle of the service, that no man is to be called to ac- 
count according to the existing laws ; and that you must 
either give, as he says, arbitrary power, or suffer your go- 
vernment to be destroyed. 

We asked 3klr. Anderson whether the covenant of every 
farmer of the revenue did not forbid him from giving any 
presents to any persons, or taking any. He answered, he 
did not exactly remember (for the memory of this gentleman 
is very indifferent, though the matter was in his own particu- 
lar province), hut he thought it did ; and he referred us to 
the record of it. I cannot get at the record , and therefore 
you must take it as it stands from Mr. Anderson, without a 
reference to the record, — ^that the farmers were forbidden to 
take or give any money to any person whatever, beyond their 
engagements Now, if a Governor- Q-eneral comes to that 
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farmer, and sajs, Ton must give a certain sum beyond your 
engagements — he lets him loose to prey upon the landholders 
and cultivators, and thus a way is prepared for the final 
desolation of the whole country, by the malversation of the 
Governor, and by the consequent oppressive conduct of the 
farmers. 

Mr. Hastings being now put over the whole country to 
regulate it, let us see what he has done ; he says. Let me 
have an arbitrary power, and I will regulate it. He assumed 
arbitrary power, and turned in and out every servant at his 
pleasure. But did he by that arbitrary power correct any 
one corruption ? Indeed how could he ? He does not say 
he did ; for when a man gives ill examples in himself, when 
he cannot set on foot an inquiry that does not terminate in 
his own corruption, of course he cannot institute any inquiry 
into the corruption of the other servants. 

But again, my lords, the subordinate servant will say, I 
cannot rise (properly here, as Mr. Hastings has well ob- 
served) to the height of greatness, power, distinction, rank, 
or honour ^ the government ; but I can make my fortune 
according to my degree, my measure, and my place. His 
views wdl he then directed so to make it. And when he 
sees that the Governor- General is actuated by no other views ; 
when he himself, as a farmer, is confidently assured of the 
corruptions of his superior, when he knows it to he laid down 
as a principle by the Governor- General that no corruption is 
to he inquired into ; and that if it he not expressly laid down, 
yet that his conduct is such as to make it the same as if he 
had actually so laid it down ; then, I say, every part of the 
sem.ce is instantly and totally corrupted 

I shall next refer your lordships to the article of contracts ; 
five contracts have been laid before you, the extravagant and 
corrupt profits of which have been proved to amount to 
£500,000. We have shown you, by the strongest presump- 
tive evidence, that these contracts were given for the pur- 
pose of corrupting the Company’s servants in India, and of 
corrupting the Company itself in England. You will recol- 
lect that £40,000 was given in one morning for a contract 
(which the contractor was never to execute), I speak of Mr. 
Sullivan’s contract. You will also recollect, that he was the 
son of the principal person in the Indian direction , and who^ 
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in or out of office, was known to govern it ; and to be sup- 
ported bv tbe whole Indian interest of Mr. Hastings. 

Xou have seen the corruption of Sir Eyre Ooote, m giving 
to ]Mr. Croftes the bullock contract. Ton have seen the 
bullock contracts, stated to Mr. Hastings’s face, and not de- 
nied to hare been made for concealing a number of corrupt 
interests. You have seen Mr. Auriol's contract given to the 
secretary of the Company by Mr. Hastings, in order that he 
might hWe the whole records and registers of the Company 
under his control. You have seen that the contract and 
commission for the purchase of stores and provisions, an 
enormous job, was giving to Mr. Belli, an obscure man, for 
whom Mr. Hastings offers himself as security, under cir- 
cumstances that went to prove that Mr. Belli held this com- 
mission for Mr. Hastings. These, my lords, are things that 
cannot be slurred over; tbe G-ovemor-Heneral is corrupt, he 
corrupts aU about him; he does it upon system; he will 
make no inq^uiry. 

My lords, I have stated the amount of the sums which he 
has squandered away in these contracts , but y^u will ob- 
serve that we have brought forward hut five of them, 
(xcud G-od ! \Yhen you consider the magnitude and multi- 
plicity of the Company’s dealings, judge you what must be 
the enormous mass of that corruption, of which he has been 
the cause, and in the profits of which he has partaken 
"When your lordships shall have considered (this document) 
his defence, which I have read in part to you, see whether 
you are not bound, when he imputes to us and throws upon 
us the cause of all his corruption, to throw hack the charge 
by your decision, and hurl it with indignation upon himself 

But there is another shameless and' most iniquitous cir- 
cumstance, which I have forgotten to mention, respecting 
these contracts. He not only considered them as means of 
present power, and therefore protected his favourites, without 
the least inquiry into their conduct, and with flagrant suspi- 
cion of a corrupt participation in their delinquency ; but he 
goes still farther ; he declares, that, if he should he removed 
from his government, he will give them a lease in these ex- 
orbitant profits, for the purpose of securing a corrupt party 
to support and bear him out by their evidence, upon the even^ 
of any inquiry into his conduct ; to give him a razjnama, to 
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give him a flourii^hitig cliaraeter, wlieTiever Be sliould eoine 
•upon his trial. Hear what his principles are ; liear what the 
man himself avows : — 

Fort William, October 4, 1779. 

“In ans'wer to Mr. Francis’s insinuation, that it is natural 
enough for the agent to wish to secure himself, before the 
expiration of the present government ; I avow the fact as to 
myself as well as the agent. WTien I see a systematic oppo- 
sition to every measure proposed by me for the service of the 
public, by which an indi-ddual may eventually benefit, I can- 
not hesitate a moment to declare it to be my firm belief that 
should the government of this country be placed in tbe hands 
of the present minority, they would seek the ruin of every 
man connected with me ; it is therefore only an act of com- 
mon justice in me to wish to secure them, as far as I legally 
can, from the apprehension of future oppression.” 

Here is the principle avowed. He takes for granted, and 
he gives it the name of oppression, that the person who 
should succeed him would take away those unlawful and 
wicked emoluments, and give them to some other. But, 
says he, I will put out of the Company’s power the very 
means of redress. 

The document which I am now going to read to your 
lordships contains a declaration by Mr. Hastings of another 
means which he used of corrupting the whole Company’s 
service. 

Minute of the Governor-General — Extract from that mi- 
nute: — “ Called upon continually by persons of high rank and 
station, both in national and in the Company’s councils, to 
protect and prefer their friends in the army ; and by the 
merits and services which have come under my personal 
knowledge and observation, I suffer both pain and humiliation, 
at the want of power to reward the meritorious, or to sho'W a 
proper attention to the wishes of my superiors, without 
having recourse to means which must be considered as 
incompatible with the dignity of my station. The slender 
relief which I entreat of the board from this state of mortifi- 
cation is the authority to augment the number of my staff, 
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which will enable me to show a marked and particular atten- 
tion in circumstances such as above stated, and will be no 
considerable burthen to the Company.” 

My lords, you here see what he has been endeavouring to 
effect, for the express purpose of enabling him to secure him- 
self a corrupt influence m England But there is another 
point much more material — which brings the matter directly 
home to this court, and puts it to you, either to punish him 
or to declare yourselves to be accomplices in the corruption 
of the whole service. Hear what the man himself says. I 
am first to mention to your lordships the occasion upon which 
the passage which I shall read to you was written. It was 
when he was making his enormous and shameful establish- 
ment of a revenue board, m the year 1781 ; of which I shall 
say a few words hereafter, as being a gros*s abuse in itself; 
he then felt that the world would be so much shocked at the 
enormous prodigality and corrupt profusion of what he was 
doing, that he at last spoke out plamly. 

A minute of Mr. Hastings transmitted in a letter by Mr- 
AVheler : — “ In this, as it must he the case in every reform- 
ation, the interest of individuals has been our principal, if 
not our only impediment. We could not at once deprive so 
large a body of our fellow-servants of their bread, without 
feeling that reluctance which humanity must dictate ; not 
unaccompanied perhaps with some concern for the conse- 
quence which our own credit might suffer, by an act which 
involved the fortunes of many, and extended its influence to 
all their connexions. 

This, added to the justice which was due to your servants, 
who were removed for no fault of theirs, hut for the public 
convenience, induced us to continue their allowances until 
other offices could be provided for them — and the more cheer- 
fully to submit to the expediency of leaving others in a tem- 
porary or partial charge of the internal collections. In effect 
the civil officers of this government might be reduced to a 
very scanty number, were their exigency alone to determine 
the list of your covenanted servants, which at this time con- 
sist of no less a number than two hundred and fifby-two ; 
many of them the sons of the first families in the kingdom of 
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Great Britain, and everyone aspiring to the rapid aequiaitioii 
of lacks, and to return to pass the prime of their lives at 
home, as multitudes have done before them. ]!7either will 
the revenues of this country suffice for such boundless pre- 
tensions ; nor are they compatible with yours and the national 
interests, which may eventually suffer as certain a rain from 
the effects of private competition and the claim of patronage 
as from the more dreaded calamities of war, or the other or- 
dinary causes which lead to the decline of dominion.” 

My lords, yon have here bis declaration, that patronage, 'which 
he avows to be one of the principles of his government, and 
to he the principle of the last of his acts, is worse than war, 
pestilence, and famine ; and that all these calamities together 
might not be so effectual as this patronage in wasting and 
destroying the country. And at what time does he tell yon 
this ? He tells it yon, when he himself had just wantonly 
destroyed an old regular estahbsliment for the purpose of 
creating a new one, m which he says he was under the 
necessity of pensToning the members oi* the old establishment 
from motives of mere humanity. He here confesses himself 
to be the author of the whole mischief. — I could, says he, 
have acted better ; I might have avoided desolating the coun- 
try by peculation. But, says he, I had sons of the first 
families in the kingdom of Great Britain ; every one aspinng 
to the rapid acquisition of lacks, and this would not suffer 
me to do my duty. I hope your lordships will stigmatize the 
falsehood of this assertion. Consider, my lords, what he has 
said — two hundred and fifty men at once, and in succession, 
aspiring to come home in the prime of their youth with lacks. 
You cannot take lacks to he less than two ; we cannot make 
a plural less than two. Two lacks make £20,000. Then 
multiply that by 252, and you will find more than £2,500,^) 
to be provided for that set of gentlemen, and for the claims 
of patronage. Undoubtedly such a patronage is worse than 
the most dreadful calamities of war, and all the other causes 
which lead to decline of dominion. 

My lords, I beseech you to consider this plan of corrupting 
the Company’s servants, beginning with systematical corrup- 
tion, and ending with an avowed declaration that he will 
persist in this iniquitous proceeding, and to the utmost of his 
power entail it upon the Company, for the purpose of secur- 
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iiig Ilia accomplices against all the consequences of any 
change in the Company’s government. I dare not, says he, 
be honest , if I make tteir fortunes, you will judge favourably 
of me ; if I do not make their fortunes, I shall find myself 
crushed with a load of reproach and obloquy, from which I 
cannot escape m any other way than by bribing the House of 
Peers. What a shameful avowal this to be made in the face 
of the world 1 — Your lordships’ judgment upon this great 
cause wfil obliterate it from the* memory of man. But his 
apprehension of some change in the Company’s government 
IS not bis only pretext for some of these corrupt proceedings ; 
he adverts also to the opposition which he had to encounter 
with his colleagues, as another circumstance which drove him 
to adopt others of these scandalous expediencies. IS'ow there 
W’as a period when he had no longer to contend with, or to 
fear, that opposition. "When he had got rid of the majority 
in the council, which thwarted him, what did he do f Hid he 
himself correct any of the evils and disorders which had pre- 
\ ailed in the service, and which his hostile ma.jonty had pur- 
posed to reform ? Ho, not one ; notwithstanding the court 
of directors had supported the majority in all their declara- 
tions, and had accused him of corruption and rebellion in 
every part of his opposition to them. How that he was free 
trom the yoke of ail the mischief of that cursed majority 
which he deprecates, and which I have heard certain persons 
consider as a great calamity (a calamity indeed it was to 
patronage),— as soon, I say, as he was free from this, you 
would imagine he had undertaken some great and capital re- 
formation ; for aU the power which the Company could give 
was in his hands — total, absolute, and unconfined. 

I must here remind your lordships that the provincial 
councils was an establishment made by Mr. Hastings. So 
confident was he, in his own opimon, of the expediency of 
them, that he transmitted to the court of directors a draft of 
m act of parliament to confirm them j by this act it was his 
^ention to place them beyond the possibility of mutation, 
Wtever opinion others might entertain of their weakness, 
inefficacy, or other defects, Mr. Hastings found no such 
things in them. He had declared in the beginning that he 
considered them as a sort of experiment; hut that m the 
progress he found them answer so perfeetfr well, that he 
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proposed even an act of parliament to support them. The 
court of directors, knowing the mischiefs that innovation had 
produced in their service, and the desolations which it had 
brought on the country, commanded him not to take any 
step for changing them, without their orders. Contrary, 
however, to his own declarations — contrary to the sketch of 
an act of parliament, which, for aught he knew, the legisla- 
ture might then have passed (I know that it was in contem- 
plation to pass about that time several acts for regulating 
the Company’s affairs ; and for one, I shonld have been, as I 
always have been, a good deal concerned in whatever tended 
to fix some kind of permanent and settled government in 
Bengal), in violation, I say, of his duty, and in contradiction 
to his OTvn opinion, he at that time, without giving the parties 
notice, turns out of their employments, situation, and bread 
the provincial councils 

And who were the members of those provincial councils ? 
They were of high rank in the Company’s service ; they 
were not junior servants, boys of a day, but persons who had 
gone through some probation ; who ^ew something of the 
country ; who were conversant in its revenues and in the 
course of its business ; they were, in short, men of consider- 
able rank in the Company’s service. What did he do with 
these people? Without any regard to their rank in the 
service — no more than he had regarded the rank of the no- 
bility of the country — ^he sweeps them all in one day from 
their independent situations without reference to the direc- 
tors, and turns them all into pensioners upon the Company. 
And for what purpose was this done ? It was done in order to 
reduce the Company’s servants, who in their independent situ- 
ations were too great a mass and volume for him to corrupt to 
an abject dependence upon his absolute power. It was that 
he might tell them, You have lost your situations ; jou have 
nothing but small alimentary pensions ; nothing more than 
a maintenance, and you must depend upon me whether you 
are to have anything more or not. Thus at one stroke a 
large division of the Company’s servants, and one of the 
highest orders of them, were reduced for their next bread 
to an absolute submissive dependence upon bis wiU; and 
the Company was loaded with the pensions of all these dis- 
carded servants. Thus were persons in an honourable mde 
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pendent situation earned by long sendee in that ccointry, 
and wlio mere subject to punishment for tneir cnmes if prov^ 
a^nst them, all deprived, unheard, of their employments. 
You would imagine that Mr. Hastings had at least charged 
them m ith corruption, JS'o ; you m'dl see upon your minutes, 
that m-hen he abolished the provincial councils he declared at 
the same time that be found no fault with the persons con* 
cerned in them. 

Thus then he has got rid, as your lordships see, cf one 
whole body of tbe Company’s servants ; he has systematically 
corrupted'the rest, and provided as far as lay in his power 
for the perpetuation of their corruption , he has connived at 
all their delinquencies, and has destroyed the independence 
of all the superior orders of them. Kow hear what he does 
with regard to the council general itself. They had, by the 
act that made Mr. Hastings Grovemor, the management of 
the revenues vested in them ; — ^you have been shomm by an 
honourable and able fellow-manager of mine that he took 
the business of this department m holly out of the hand of the 
council ; that he named a committee for the management of 
it at an enormous expense — a committee made up of his ovtn 
creatures and dependants ; and that, after destro;^ung the pro- 
vincial councils, he brought down the vt hole management of 
the revenue to Calcutta. This committee took this import- 
ant business entirely out of the hands of the council, m which 
the act had vested it, and this committee he formed without 
the orders of the court of directors, and directly contrary to 
the act which put the superintendence in the bands of the 
council. 

Oh 1 but he reserved a superintendence over them. You 
shall hear what the supenntendence w^as ; you shall see, feel, 
smell, touch — it shall enter into every avenue and pore of 
vour soul. It will show you w-hat was the real principle of 
bir. Hastings’s government. We will read to you what Sir 
John Shore says of that institution, and of the only ends 
and purposes which it could answer ; your lordships will then 
see how far he was justifiable in violatmg an act of parlia- 
ment, and giving out of the council’s hands the great trust 
which the laws of his country had vested in them. It is 
part of a paper written in 1785, by Mr. Shore, who was sole 
acting president of this committee, to which all Bengal waa 
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delivered; lie was an old servant of the Company, and he is 
now at the head of the government of that country. He 
was Mr. Hastings’s particular friend, and therefore you can- 
not doubt either of his being a competent evidence, or that 
he is a favourable evidence for Mr. Hastings’s, and that he 
w'ould not say one word against the establishment of which 
he himself was at the head that was not perfectly true, and 
forced out of him by the truth of the case. There is not a 
single part of it that does not point out some abuse. 

“ In the actual collection of the revenues, nothing is more 
necessary than to give immediate attention to all complaints, 
which are preferred daily without number, and to dispatch 
them in a summary manner ; this cannot he done where the 
control is remote. In eveyy pergunnah throughout Bengal 
there are some distinct usages, which cannot be clearly known 
at a distance ; yet in all complaints of oppression or extor- 
tion these must be known before a decision can be pronounc- 
ed. But to learn at Calcutta the particular customs of a 
district of Hadshahy or Daca is almost impossible ; and 
considering the channel through which an explanation must 
pass, and through w'hich the complaint is made, any colouring 
may he given to it ; and oppression and extortion, to the ruin 
of a district^ may be practised with impunity. This is a 
continual source of embarrassment to the committee of reve- 
nue in Calcutta. 

“ One object of their institution was to bring the revenues 
without the expenses of agency to the presidency, and to 
remove all local control over the farmers, who were to pay 
their rents at Calcutta. When complaints are made against 
farmers by the occupiers of the lauds, it is almost impossible 
to discriminate truth from falsehood. But to prevent a failure 
in the revenue, it is found necessary, in all doubtful cases, to 
support the farmer ; a circumstance which may give rise to 
and confirm the most cruel acts of oppression. The real state 
of any district cannot be known by the committee. An 
occupier or zemindar may plead that an inundation has ruined 
him, or that his country is a desert through want of rain. 
An aumeen is sent to examine the complaint ; he returns 
with an exaggerated account of losses proved in volumes of 
intricate' accounts, which the committee have no time to read, 
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and for irWch tbe aumeen is well paid. Possibly, however, 
the whole aecouat is false. Suppose no aumeen is employed 
and the renter is held to the tenor of bis engagement, the 
loss, if real, must occasion his ruin, unless his assessment is 
very moderate indeed. 

** I may venture to pronounce, that tbe real state of the 
districts is now less known, and the revenue less understood, 
than in the year 1774 Since the natives have had tbe dis- 
posal of accounts, since thej’ have been introduced as agents 
and trusted with authontv, mtncacy and confusion have 
taken place ; the records and accounts which have been com- 
piled are numerous , yet when any particular account is 
wanted, it cannot be found. It is the business of all, from 
tbe ryots to the dewan, to conceal and deceive. The sim- 
plest matters of fact are designedly covered with a veil 
through which no human understanding can penetrate. 

** With respect to the present committee of revenue, it is 
morally impossible for them to execute tbe business they are 
intrusted with. They are invested with a general control, 
and they have an executive authority larger than ever was 
before given to any board or body of men. They may and 
must get through the business. But to pretend to assert 
that the\ really execute it, would he foUy and falsehood. 

“ The grand object of the native dewannies was to acquire 
independent control, and for many years they have pursued 
this with wonderful art. The farmers and zemindars under 
the committee prosecute the same plan, and have already 
objections to anything that has the least appearance of re- 
striction. All control removed, they can plunder as they 
please, 

“ The committee must have a dewan or executive oJficer, 
call him by what name you please. This man, m fact, has 
all the revenues paid at the presidency at his disposal, and 
can, if he has any abilities, bring all the renters under contri- 
bution. It is of little advantage to restrain the committee 
themselves from bribery or corruption, when their executive 
officer has the power of protecting both undetected. 

“ To display the arts employed by a native on such an oc- 
casion would fill a volume. He discovers the secret re- 
sources of the zemindars and renters, their enemies and 
competitors, and by the engines of hope and fear raised upon 
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these foundations he can work them to his purpose. Tlie 
committee, with the best intentions, best abilities, and stead- 
iest application, must after all be a tool in the hand of their 
dewan.” 

Here is the account of IMr. Hastings’s new committee of 
revenue, substituted in tbe place of an establishment made 
by act of parliament ; here is #hat he has substituted for 
provincial councils. Here is what he has substituted in the 
room of the whole regular order of the service, which he 
totally subverted. Can we add anything to this picture ? 
Can we heighten it ? Can we do anything more than to re- 
commend it to your lordships’ serious consideration ? 

But before I finally dismiss this part of our charge, I must 
request your lordships’ most earnest attention to tbe true 
character of these atrocious proceedmgs, as they now stand 
proved before you, by direct or the strongest presumptive 
evidence upon the Company’s records, and by his own con- 
fessions and declarations, and those of his most intimate 
friends and avowed agents. Xour lordships will recollect 
that, previously to the appomtment of Hastings to be 
the Governor-G-eneral, in 1772, the collection of the revenues 
was committed to a naib dewan, or native colljg^tor, under the 
control of the supreme council ; and that Mr. Hastings did 
at that time, and upon various occasions afterwards, declare 
it to he his decided and fixed opinion, that nothing would be 
so detrimental to the interests of the Company, and to the 
happiness and welfare of the inhabitants of their provinces, 
as changes, and more especially sudden changes, in the col- 
lection of their revenues. His opinion was also most strongly 
and reiteratedly pressed upon him by his masters, the court 
of directors. The first step taken after his appointment was 
to abolish the office of naib dewan, and to send a committee 
through the provinces, at the expense of £50,000 a year, to 
make a settlement of rents to he paid by the natives for five 
years. At the same time he appointed one of the Company’s 
servants to he the collecter in each province, and he abol- 
ished the general board of revenue, which had been estab- 
lished at Moorshedahad, chiefly for the following reasons j 
that by its exercising a separate control, the members of the 
supreme council at Calcutta were prevented from acquiring 
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that intimate acquaintance with the revenues vrhich was 
necessary to persons in their station j and because many of 
the powers necessary for the collection of the revenues could 
not be delegated to a subordinate eounciL In consideration 
of these opinions, orders, and declarations, he, in 1773, 
abolished the office of collector, and transferred the manage- 
ment of the revenues to several councils of revenue, called 
provincial councils, and recommended their perpetual estab- 
lishment by act of parliament. In the year 1774, con- 
tradiction of his former opinion, respecting the necessity of 
the supreme council possessing ^ possible means of becom- 
ing acquainted with the details of the revenue, he again 
recommended the continuance of the provincial councils in 
all their parts. This he agam declared to be bis deliberate 
opinion in 1775 and in 1776. In the mean time a majority 
of the supreme council, consisting of members w'ho had 
generally differed in opinion from Mr. Hastings, had trans- 
mitted their advice to the court of directors, recommending 
some changes in the system of provincial councils. The di- 
rectors, in their reply to this recommendation, did, in 1777, 
order the supreme council to form a new plan for the collec- 
tion of the revenues, and to transmit it to them for their con- 
sideration. 

^'o such plan was transmitted; but in the year 1781,* Mr. 
Hastings having obtained a majority in the council, he agam 
changed the whole system, both of the collection of the reve- 
nue and of the executive administration of civil and criminal 
justice. And who were the persons substituted m tbe place 
of those whom he removed ? Names, my lords, with which 
you are already but too well acquainted. At their head 
stads Munny Begum; then comes his O’wn domestic and 
private bribe-agent, Grunga Grovin Sing; then his banyan, 
Cantoo Baboo ; then that instrument of all evil, Hebi Smg ; 
then the whole tnbe of his dependants, white and black, 
whom he made farmers of the revenue, with Colonel Han* 
nay at their head ; and lastly, his confidential residents, se- 
cret agents, and private secretaries, Mr. Middleton, Major 
Palmer, <fec. <fec. — Can your lordships doubt, for a single in- 
stant, of the real spirit of these proceedings ? Can you doubt 
of the whole design having originated and ended m corruption 
and peculation ? 
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“We have fullj stated to you, from the authority of these 
parties themselyes, the effects and consequences of these 
proceedings — namely, the dilapidation of the revenues, and 
the ruin and desolation of the provinces. And, my lords, 
what else could have been expected or designed oy this 
sweeping subversion of the control of the Company’s serv- 
ants over the collection of the revenue, and the vesting of 
it in a black dewan, hut fraud aAd peculation ? What else, 
I say, was to he expected in the inextricable turnings and 
windings of that black mystery of iniquity, but the conceah 
ment of every species of wrong, violence, outrage, and op- 
pression ? Your lordships then have seen that the whole 
country was put into the hands of Grunga Govin Sing ; and 
when you remember who this Gimga Go\in Sing was, and 
how effectually Utlr. Hastings had secured him against de- 
tection, in every part of his malpractices and atrocities, can 
you for a moment hesitate to believe that the whole project 
was planned and executed for the purpose of putting all 
Bengal under contribution to Mr. Hastings? But if you 
are resolved, after all this, to entertain a good opinion of 
Mr. Hastings — if you have taken it into your heads, for rea- 
sons best known to yourselves, to imagii^B that he has some 
hidden virtues, which m the government of iengal he has 
not displayed, and which, to us of the House of Commons, 
have not been discernible in any one single instance ; these 
virtues may be fit subjects for paragraphs in newspapers — 
they may be pleaded for him by the partisans of his Indian 
faction But your lordships will do well to remember that 
it is not to Mr. Hastings himself that you are trusting, hut 
to Gunga Govin Sing. If the committee were tools in his 
hands, must not Mr. Hastings have also been a tool in his 
hands ? — If they, with whom he daily and hourly had to 
transact business, and whose office it was to control and re- 
strain him, were unable so to do, is this control and restraint 
to he expected from Mr. Hastings, who was his confidant, 
and whose corrupt transactions he could at any time discover 
to the world ? My worthy colleague has traced the whole 
of Mr. Hastings’s bribe account, in the most clear and satis- 
factory manner, to Gunga Govin Smg — him first — ^him last 
— him midst, and without end. If we fail of the conviction 
of the prisoner at your bar, your lordships will not have ac« 
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quitted Mr. Hastings merely, but you will confirm all the 
robberies and rapines of G-unga Govin Sing. You will re- 
eognise Mm as a laitbful Governor of India. Yes, my lords, 
let us rejoice m this man. Let us adopt him as our own. 
Let our country, let this House, be proud of him ! If Mr. 
Hastings can be acquitted, we must admit Gunga Govin 
Sing’s government to be the greatest blessing that ever hap- 
pened to mankind. But if Gunga Govin Sing’s government 
be the greatest curse that ever befell sufiermg humanity, as 
we assert it to have been, there is the man that placed him 
in it ; there is his father, his godfather, the first author and 
origin of all these evils and calamities. My lords, remember 
Hinagepore; remember the bribe of £40,000 which Gunga 
Govin Sing procured for Mr. Hastiags in that province, and 
the subsequent horror of that scene. 

But, my lords, do you extend your confidence to Gunga 
Govin Sing ? Hot even the face of this man, to whom the 
revenues of the Company, together with the estates, fortunes, 
reputations, and lives of the mhabitants of that country were 
delivered over, is known in those provinces. He resides at 
Calcutta, and is represented by a variety of under agents. 
Do you know Govin Ghose ? JIo you know Hundalol ? Bo 
you know th^vhole tribe of peculators, whom Mr. Hastings 
calls his faithful domestic servants ? Bo you know all the 
persons that Gunga Govin Smg must employ in the various 
ramifications of the revenues throughout all the provinces. ? 
Are you prepared to trust aE these ? The board of revenue 
has confessed that it could not control them. Mr. Hastings 
himself could not control them. The establishment of this 
system was like Sin’s openmg the gates of hell ; like her he 
could open the gate, but to shut, as MEton says, exceeded 
his power. The former establishments, if defective, or if 
abuses were found in them, might have been corrected. 
There was at least the means of detectmg and punishing 
abuse But Mr. Hastings destroyed the means of doing 
either, by putting the whole country into the hands of Gunga 
Govin Sing. 

Now, having seen all these things done, look to the ac- 
count. Your lordships wEl now he pleased to look at this 
Dusine^ as a mere account of revenue. You will find, on 
comparing the three years in which Mr. Hastings was in the 
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mmority witb the three years after the appointment of thk 
committee, that the assessment upon the coimtiy increased, 
but that the revenue was diminished ; and you will also find, 
which IS a matter that ought to astonish you, that the ex- 
penses of the collections were increased by no less a sum 
than £500,000. Tou may judge from this what riot there 
was in rapacity and ravage, both amongst the European and 
native agents, but chiefly amongst the natives ; for Mr. 
Hastings did not divide the greatest part of this spoil among 
the Company’s servants, but among this gang of black de- 
pendants. 

These accounts are in pages 1273 and 1274 of your min- 
utes. My lords, weighty indeed would have been the charge 
brought before your lordships by the Commons of Grreat 
Hhtain, against the prisoner at your bar, if they had fixed 
upon no other crime or misdemeanoui^than that which 1 am 
now pressmg upon you. His throwing off the allegiance of 
the Company, his putting a black master over himself, and 
his subjecting the whole of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, the 
whole of the Company’s servants, the Company’s revenues, 
the Company’s farms, to G-unga Govin Sing. But, my lords, 
it is a very curious and remarkable thing, that we have traced 
this man as Mi. Hastings’s bribe broker up to4iie time of the 
nomination of this committee ; we have traced him through 
a regular series of bribery ; he is Mr. Hastings’s bribe broker 
at Patna ; he is Hastings’s bnbe broker at N uddea ; he 
is his bribe broker at Dinagepore ; we find him his bribe 
broker in all these places ; but from the moment that this 
committee was constituted, it became a gtdf in which the 
prevention, the detection, and the correction of all kind of 
abuses were sunk and lost for ever- From the time when 
this committee and Gunga Govin Sing were appointed, you 
do not find one w'ord more of Mr. Hastings’s bribes Had 
he then ceased to receive any ? or where are you to look for 
them ? You are to look for them in that £500,000 excess of 
expense in the revenue department, and in the rest of all that 
corrupt traffle of Gunga Govin Sing, of which we gave you 
specimens at the time we proved his known bribes to you. 
These are nothing but index hands to point out to you the 
immense mass of corruption which had its origin and was 
daily accumulating in these provinces, under the protection 
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of Mr. Hastings. And can yon. think, and can we talk oi 
such transactions, without feeling emotions of indignation 
and horror not to be described ? Can we contemplate such 
scenes as these — can we look upon those desolated provinces 
— upon a country so ravaged — a people so subdued — Ma- 
homedaus, Gentoos, our own countrymen all trampled under 
foot by this tyrant ; can we do this without giving expres- 
sion to those feelings which, after animating us in this life, 
will comfort us when we die, and will form our best part in 
another ? 

My lords, I am now at the last day of my endeavours to 
inspire your lordships with a just sense of these unexampled 
atrocities. I have Had a great encyclopedia of crimes to deal 
with ; I will get through them as soon as I can ; and I pi^y 
your lordships to beheve, that if I omit anythmg, it is %o 
time I sacrifice it ; that it is to want of strength I sacrifice 
it ; that it is to necess%, and not from any despair of making, 
from the records and from the evidence, matter so omitted as 
black as anything that I have yet brought before you. 

The next thmg of which I have to remind your lordships 
respecting these black agents of the prisoner is, that we find 
him, just before his departure from India, recommending three 
of them — Gupga Govin Sing, Gunga Ghose, and JN'undalol — 
as persons fit and necessary to be rewarded for then* services 
by the Company. Now your lordships will find that, of these 
faithful domestic servants, there is not one of them who was 
not concerned m these enormous briberies, and in betraying 
their own native and natural master. If I had time for it, I 
believe I could trace every person to be, in proportion to Mr. 
Hastings’s confidence in him, the author of some great villany. 
These persons he thanks had not been sufficiently rewarded, 
and accordingly he recommends to the board, as his dying 
legacy, provision for these faithful, attached servants o£ his, 
and particularly for Gunga Govm Sing. The manner in 
which this man was to he rewarded makes a part of the his- 
tory of these transactions, as curious perhaps as was ever ex- 
hibited to the world. Tour lordships will find it in page 
2841 of your minutes. 

The Bajah of Dinagepore was a child at that time about 
eleven years old, and had succeeded to the Eajahship (by 
what means I shall say nothing) when he was about five 
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years old. He is made to apply to Mr. Hastings for leave to 
grant a very considerable part of his estate to Grunga Grovin 
Smg, as a reward for his services. These services could only 
be known to the Hajah’s family, by having robbed it of at 
least £40,000, the bribe given to Mr. Hastings. Hut the 
Hajah’s family is so little satisfied with this bountiful and 
liberal donation to Grunga Grovin Smg, that thejr desire that 
several pergunnahs or farms, that are mentioned in the appli- 
cation made to the council^ should be separated from the 
family estate and given to this man. Such was this extraor- 
dinary gratitude ; gratitude not for money received, but for 
money taken away ; a species of gratitude unknown in any 
part of the world but in India ; gratitude pervading every 
branch of the family , his mother coming forward and peti- 
rabning likewise that her son should be disinherited; his 
uncle, the natural protector and guardian of his minority, 
coming forward, and petitioning most earnestly that his 
nephew should be disinherited; all the family join in one 
voice of supplication to Mr. Hastings that G-unga Grovin Smg 
may have a very large and considerable part of their family 
estate given to him Mr. Hastings, after declaring that cer- 
tain circumstances respecting this property, which are men- 
tioned m his minutes, were to his knowledge true, but which 
your lordships upon examination will find to be false, and 
falsified in every particular, recommends in the strongest 
manner to the board a comphance with this application 
He was at this time on the, eve of his departure from India, 
in haste to provide for his faithful servants ; and he well 
knew that this his last act would be held binding upon his 
successors, who were devoted to him. 

Here, indeed, is genuine and heroic gratitude ; gratitude 
for money received, not for money taken away ; and yet this 
gratitude was towards a person who had paid himself out of 
the benefit which had been conferred, at the expense of a 
third party, Hor Grunga Grovm Smg had kept for himself 
£20,000 out of £40,000 taken -from the Bajah For this 
cheat, stated by Mr. Harkins to be such, and allowed by Mr. 
Hastings himself to be such — he, with a perfect knowledge 
of that fraud and cheat committed upon the public (for he 
pretends that the money was meant for the Company), makes 
this supplication to his colleagues, and departs. 

VOL. VIII. 2 c 
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After Ills departure, Grunga GrOTin Smg, relying upon tiie 
continuance of the corrupt influence which he had gained, 
had the impudence to come forward and demand the confir- 
mation of this grant by the council general. The council, 
though wiihng to accede to Mr. Hastings’s proposition, were 
stopped m a moment by petitions much more natural, hut of 
a direct contrary tenor The poor infant Eajah raises his 
cries not to be deprived of Ms inheritance ; his mother comes 
forward and conjures the council not to oppress her son and 
wrong her family ; the nncle comes and supplicates the board 
to save from rum these devoted victims which were under 
his protection. All these counter-petitions come before the 
council, while the mk is hardly dry upon the petitions which 
l^Ir. Hastings had left heMnd him, as proofs of the desire of 
this family to he disinherited in favour of Grimga G-ovin Smg. 
Upon the receipt of these remonstrances, the board could not 
proceed m the business, and accordingly G-imga Grovm Sing 
was defeated. 

But Grunga Govin Smg was unwilling to quit his prey. 
And what does he do ? — 1 desire your lordships to consider 
seriously the reply of Grunga Grovin Sing, as it appears upon 
} our mmutes. — It is a bold answer He denies the right of 
the Eajah to these estates. Why, says he, aU property in this 
country depends upon the T^ill of your government; how 
came this Eajah's family into possession of this great zemm- 
dary ? Why, they got it at first by the mere favour of go- 
vernment. The whole was an iniquitous transaction. This 
is a famdy that m some former age has robbed others, and now 
let me rob them. In support of this claim he adds the ex- 
istence of other precedents; namely, that many clerks or 
mutseddies and banyans at Calcutta bad, as be says, got pos- 
session of the lands of other people, without any pretence of 
right. — Why should not I ? Grood Grod, what precedents are 
these !— Your lordships shall now hear the razynama, or testi- 
monial, which, since llr. Hastmgs’s arrival in England, this 
Eajah has been induced to send to the Company from India 
and you will judge then of the state m which Mr, Hastmgs 
has left that country Hearken, my lords, I pray you, to the 
razynama^ of this man, from whom £10,000 was taken by 
3lr. Hastings and G-unga Govin Smg, and against whom an 
attempt was made by the same persons to deprive him of hia 
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inlieritance Listen to this razynama, and then judge of all 
the other testimonials which hare been produced on the part 
of the prisoner at your bar. His counsel rest upon them — 
they glory in them, and we shall not abate them one of these 
precious testimonials They put the voice of grateful India 
against the voice of ungrateful England. ISTow, hear what 
grateful India says, after our having told you for what it was 
so grateful. 

“I, Badaunat, zemindar of pergunnah Havelly Penjuna, 
&c., commonly called Dinagepore — As it has been learnt by 
the mutseddies and the respectable officers of my zemindary 
that the ministers of England are displeased with the late 
Governor, Warren Hastings, Esq., upon the suspicion that he 
oppressed us, took money from us by deceit and force, and 
ruined the country ; therefore, we, upon the strength of our 
religion, which we think it incumbent on and necessary for 
us to abide by, following the rules laid down in givmg evi- 
dence, declare the particulars of the deeds of Warren Hast- 
ings, Esq., full of circumspection and caution, civility and 
justice, superior to the conduct of the most learned ; and by 
representing what is fact, wipe away the doubts that have 
possessed the minds of the ministers of England That Mr. 
Hastings is possessed of fidehty and confidence, and yielding 
protection to us ; that he is clear of the contamination of 
mistrust and wrong, and his mind is free of covetousness or 
avarice. During the time of his administration, no one saw 
other conduct than that of protection to the husbandmen and 
justice ; no mhabitant ever experienced afflictions ; no one 
ever felt oppression from him ; our reputations have always 
been guarded from attacks by his prudence, and our families 
have dways been protected by his justice.” 

Good God^ my lords , — “our families protected ly his jus- 
tice!'^ What’ after Gunga Govin Smg, in concert with 
Mr. Hastings, had first robbed him of £40,000, and then had 
attempted to snatch, as it were, out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings the inheritance of their fathers, and to deprive 
this infant of a great part of his family estate ! Here is a 
child eleven years old, who never could have seen Mr. Hast- 
ings 3 who could know nothing of him but from the heary 
2 c 2 
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hand of oppression, affiction, ‘wrong, and robberj, brought to 
bear testimony to the virtues of Mr. Hastings before a Bri- 
tish parliament. Such is the confidence they repose m their 
hope of having bribed the English nation by the millions and 
millions of money, the countless lacks of rupees, poured into 
it from India, that they had dared to bring this poor robbed 
infant to bear testimony to the character of Mr. Hastings. 
These are the things which are to he opposed to the mass of 
evidence which the House of Commons bring against this 
man, evidence Mhich they bring from his own acts, his own 
writing, and his own records ; a cloud of testimony furnished 
by himself, in support of charges brought forward and urged 
by us agreeably to the magnitude of his crimes, witb the 
horror which is inspired by them, and with the contempt due 
to this paltry attempt towards his defence — which they had 
dared to produce from the hands of an infant hut eleven 
years old when Mr. Hastings qiutted that country. 

But to proceed with the razynama : — “ He never omitted 
the smallest instance of kindness towards us, hut healed the 
wounds of despair with the salve of consolation, by means of 
his benevolent and kind behaviour, never permit-fcmg one of 
us to sink into the pit of despondence ; he supported every 
one by his goodness, overset the designs of evil-minded men 
by his authority, tied the hand of oppression with the strong- 
est bandage oi justice, and by these means expanded the 
pleasmg appearance of happiness and joy over us , he reestab- 
lished justice and impartiality. We were during his govern- 
ment in the enjoyment of perfect happiness and ease, and many 
of us are thankful and satisfied. As Mr. Hastings was well 
acquainted with our manners and customs, he was always 
desirous in every respect of domg whatever would preserve 
our religious rites, and guard them against every kind of ac- 
cident and injury ; and at aB times protected us. 'Whatever 
we have experienced from him, and whatever happened from 
him, we have written without deceit or exaggeration *’ 

My lords, before I take leave of this affair of bribes and of 
the great bribe-broker, let me just offer a remark to your 
lordships upon one curious transaction. My lords, we have 
charged a bribe taken from the Haboh of Oude, and we have 
stated the corrupt and scandalous proceeding which attended 
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it. I tKouglit I had done with Oude; but as there k a 
golden chain between all the virtues, so there is a golden 
chain which links together all the vices. Mr. Hastings, as 
you have seen, and as my honourable colleague has fully 
opened it to you, received a bribe or corrupt present from the 
Jfabob of Oude, in September, 1781. We heard no more of 
this bribe than what we had stated (no other trace of it ever 
appearing in the Company’s records, except in a private letter 
written by Mr, Hastings to the court of directors, and after- 
wards in a communication such as you have heard through 
Mr. Larkins), till October, 1783. 

But, my lords, we have since discovered, through and in 
consequence of the violent disputes which took place between 
Mr. Hastings and the clan of residents that were in Oude, 
the resident of the Company, Mr. Bristow, the two residents 
of Mr. Hastings, Mr. Middleton and Mr Johnson, and the 
two residents sent by him to watch over all the rest. Major 
Palmer and Major Davy, — upon quarrels, I say, between 
them, we discovered that Mr. Middleton had received the offer 
of a present of £100,000 in Pebruary, 1782. This circum- 
stance is mentioned in a letter of Mr. Middleton’s, in which 
he informs Mr. Hastings that the Nabob had destined such a 
sum for him. 

Now the first thing that will occur to your lordships, upon 
such an affair, will be a desire to know what it was that in- 
duced the Nabob to make this offerl It was but in the Sep- 
tember preceding that Mr. Hastings had received, for his 
private use, as the Nabob conceived, so bountiful a present as 
£100,000 ; what motive then could he have had in Pebruary 
to offer him another £100,000 ? — This man, at the time, was 
piercing heaven itself with the cries of despondency, despair, 
beggary, and ruin. You have seen that he was forced to rob 
his own family, in order to satisfy the Company’s demands 
upon him ; and yet this is precisely the time when he thinks 
proper to offer £100,000 to Mr. Hastings. Does not the mind 
of every man revolt, whilst he exclaims, and say, "What ! 
another £100,000 to Mr Hastings ’ Wliat reason had the 
Nabob to think Mr. Hastings so monstrously insatiable, that, 
having but the September before received £100,000, he must 
give him another in February ? — My lords, he must in the 
interval have threatened the Nabob with some horrible catas- 



SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT 03* 

troplie, from •^•bich lie was to redeem himself by this second 
present. You can assign no other motive for his giving it. 
We know not what answer Mr. Hastmgs made to Mr. Mid- 
dleton upon that occasion, but we find that in the year 1783 
Mr. Hastings asserts that he sent up Major Palmer and Maj or 
Havy, to persuade the Nabob to transfer this present, which 
the Nabob intended for him, to the Company’s service. Ee- 
mark, my lords, the progress of this affair. In a formal accu- 
sation preferred against Mr. Middleton, he charges him with 
obstructing this design of his. In this accusation, my lords, 
you find him at once in the cunous character of prosecutor, 
witness, and judge. 

Let us see how he comports himself. I shall only state to 
you one of the articles of his impeachment. It is the third 
charge; it is in page 1267 of yonr lordships’ minutes: — 
“ Por sending repeatedly to the Vizier and to his minister, 
Hyder Beg Khan, to advise them against transferri^ the ten 
lacks of rupees, intended as a present to the Gbvernor- 
&eneral, to the Company’s account; as it would be a precedent 
for fuHher demands, which if the Vizier did not refuse in the 
first instance, the government w’onld never cease to harass 
him for money.” 

The first tlimg that will occur to your lordships is an as- 
sertion of the accuser’s : — “ I am morally certain that jay- 
daads or assets for ten lacks, either m assignment of land or 
m bills, had been prepared, and were in the charge or posses- 
sion of Mr, Middleton, before Major Palmer’s arrival, and left 
with Mr. Johnson on Mr. Middleton’s departure ” 

My lords, here is an accusation that Mr Middleton had 
actually received money, either in bills or assets of some kind 
or other ; and that, upon quitting his residency, he had handed 
it over to his successor, Mr. J ohnson. Here are then facts 
asserted, and we must suppose substantiated. Here is a 
sum of money to be accounted for, in which there is a gross 
malversation directly charged as to these particulars, in Mr. 
Hastings’s opinion. Mr. Macpherson, another member of the 
council, has declared that he understood at the time, that the 
ten lacks were actually deposited in bills, and that it was not 
a mere offer made by the Nabob to pay such a sum from the 
Mture revenue of the country, Mr. Hastmgs has these facta 
disclosed to mm. He declares that he was “ morally certain ” 
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of it : that is, as certain as a man can be of anything, because 
physical certitude does not belong to such matters. The first 
thing you will naturally ask is, Why does he not ask Mr. 
Johnson how he had disposed of that money which Mr Mid- 
dleton had put in his hands ? He does no such thing ; he 
passes over it totally, as if it were no part of the matter in 
question, and the accusation against Mr. Middleton termi- 
nates in the manner you will there find stated. When Mr. 
Johnson is asked, Why was not that money applied to the 
Company's service ? he boldly steps forward, and says, I pre- 
vented it from being so applied. It never was, it never ought 
to have been so applied ; such an appropriation of money to 
be taken from the Nabob would have been enormous upon 
that occasion. 

What then does Mr Hastings do ? Does he examine Mr. 
Middleton upon the subject, who charges himself with having 
received the money ? — Mr. Middleton was at that very time 
in Calcutta, called down thither by Mr Hastings bimself. 
One would naturally expect that he would call upon him to 
explain for what purpose he left the money with Mr. J ohn- 
son He did no such thing. Did he examine Mr. J ohnson 
himself, who was charged mth having received the money 
from Mr. Middleton ? Did he ask him what he had done 
with that money ? Not one word. Did he send for Major 
Palmer and Major Davy to account for it ? No. Did he call 
any shroff, any banker, any one person concerned in the pay- 
ment of the money ; or any one person in the management 
of the revenue ? No, not one. Directly in the face of his 
own assertions, directly contrary to his moral conviction of 
the fact that the money had been actually deposited, be tries 
Mr. Johnson collusively and obliquely ; not upon the account 
of what was done with the money, but w'hy it was prevented 
from being applied to the Company’s service ; and he acquits 
him in a manner that (taking the whole of it together) will 
give your lordships the finest idea possible of a Bengal judi- 
cature, as exercised by Mr. Hastings. 

“I am not sorry,” says he, “that Mr. Johnson chose to 
defeat my intentions, since it wou3d have added to the Nabob’s 
distresses, but with no immediate relief to the Company. 
If in his own breast he can view the secret motives of this 
transaction, and on their testimony approve it, I also acquit 



S92 


SPEECH I2r THE IMPEACHMENT OE 


bim.— ]\Iercifal G-odI Here is a man accused by regular 
articles of impeachment The accuser declares he is morally 
certain that the money had been received, but was prevented 
from being applied to its destination by the person accused, 
and he acquits him. Does he acquit him from his ovm 
knowledge, or from any evidence? No; but he applies to 
the man’s conscience, and says, if you in your conscience can 
acquit yourself, I acquit you. 

Here then is a proceeding, the most astonishing and 
shameless that perhaps was ever witnessed , a court trying a 
man for a delinquency and misapplication of money, destined, 
in the first instance, for the use of the judge, but which he 
declares ought, in his own opinion, to he set apart for the 
public use ; and which he was desirous of applying to the 
Company’s service, without regard to his own interest ; and 
then the judge declaring he is not sorry that his purpose 
had been defeated by the party accused Instead, however, 
of censuring the accused, ne applies to the man’s own con- 
science: — Hoes your conscience, says he, acquit you of 
having acted wrong? The accused makes no reply; and 
then Hr Hastings, by an hypothetical conclusion, acquits him. 

Mr. Hastings is accused by the Commons, for that having 
a moral certainty of the money’s bemg intended for his use, 
he would not have ceased to inquire into the actual applica- 
tion of it, but from some corrupt motive and intention. With 
this he is charged He comes before you to make his de- 
fence. Mr Middleton is in England Hoes he call Mr. 
3Iiddieton to explain it here ? Hoes he call upon Mr. John- 
son, who was the other day in this court, to account for it ? 
Why did he not, when he sent for these curious papers and 
testimonials to Major Palmer (the person authorized, as ha 
pretends, by him to resign all his pretensions to the money 
procured), send for Major Palmer, who is the person that 
accused him in this business P Why not send for him to bear 
some testimony respecting it ? No ; he had time enough ; 
but at no one time, and in no one place, did he do this , there- 

'^^^Hj^EI jhation of the foulest corruption attaches upo n 

’P^ith. ^he infamy of a collusive prosecution^ 
; ^uted for the ^ sake^oTa coUuHveacqiiit^^^^ 

Having expiained'tcTybur lordships the nature, and detailed 
the circumstances, as far as w^e are acquainted with them, of 
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this frandulent transaction, we have only further to remind 
you that, though Mr. Middleton, was declared guilty of five 
of the six charges brought against him by Mr Hastings, yet 
the next thing you hear is, that Mr. Hastings, after declaring 
that this conduct of Mr, Middleton had been very bad, and 
that the conduct of the other servants of the Company con- 
cerned with him had been ten times worse, he directly ap- 
points him to one of the most honourable and confidential 
offices the Company had to dispose of — he sends him ambas- 
sador to the Nizam ; to give to all the courts of India a 
specimen of the justice, honour, and decency of the British 
government 

My lords, with regard to the bribe for the entertainment, 
I only beg leave to make one observation to you upon that 
article I could say, if the time would admit it, a great deal 
upon that subject , but I wish to compress it, and I shall 
therefore only recommend it in general to your lordships’ 
deliberate consideration. The covenant subsisting between 
the Company and its servants was made for the express pur- 
pose of putting an end to all such entertainments. By this 
convention it is ordered that no presents exceeding *£200 
shall be accepted upon any pretence for an entertainment. 
The covenant was intended to put an end to the custom of 
receiving money for entertamments, even when visiting an 
independent oriental prmce. But your lordships know that 
the Nabob was no prince, but a poor, miserable, undone de- 
pendant upon the Company. The present was also taken 
by Mr. Hastings at a time when he went upon the cruel 
commission of cutting down the Nabob’s allowance from 
£400,000 to £260,000 — and when he was reducing to beg- 
gary thousands of persons who were dependent for bread upon 
the Nabob, and ruining perhaps forty thousand others. I 
shall say no more upon that subject, though, in truth, it is a 
thing upon which much observation might be made. 

I shall now pass on to another article connected with, 
though not making a direct part of, that of corrupt bribery , 
I mean the swindling subterfuges by which he has attempted 
to justify his corrupt practices. At one time he defends 
them by pleading the necessities of his own affairs, as when 
he takes presents and entertainments avowedly for his own 
profits. At another time he defends them by pleading the 
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goodness of liis intentions. He intended, he says, to give the 
money to the Company. His last plea has something in it 
(which shall I say ?) of a piope awful or of a more abandoned 
character, or of both. In the settlement of his public ac- 
count before he left India, he takes credit for a bond which 
he had received from Hobkissm, upon some account or other. 
He then returns to England, and what does he do ? Pay off ? 

Grive up the bond to the Company ? Ho. He says, I 
tmU account to the Company for this money ; and when ho 
comes to give this account of the expenditure of this money, 
your lordships will not he a little astonished at the items of 
it. One IS for founding a Mahomedan college. It is a very 
strange thing that Bajah Nohkissin, who is a G-entoo, should 
be employed by Mr. Hastmgs to found a Mahomedan college. 
We will allow Mr. Hastings, who is a Christian, or would be 
thought a Christian, to grow pious at last j and as many 
othera have done who have spent their lives in fraud, repa- 
city, and peculation, to seek amends, and to expiate his crimes 
by charitable foundations. Hay, we will suppose Mr. Hast- 
ings to have taken it into his head to turn Mahomedan 
(Gentoo he could not), and to have designed by a Mahomedan 
^ foundation to expiate his offences. Be it so , hut why should 
Hobkissin pay for it ? We will pass over this also *But when 
your lordships shall hear of what nature that foundation was, 
i believe you will allow that a more extraordinary history 
never did appear in the world. 

In the first place, he stated to the council on the 18th of 
April, 1781, that in the month of Hovemher, 1780, a petition 
was presented to him by a considerable number of Mussiil- 
men ; in compliance with which this Mahomedan college 
appears to have been founded. It next appears from his 
statement, that in the April following (that is, within about 
six months after the foundation), many students had finished 
tbeir education. You see what a hot-hed bribery and cor- 
ruption is ; our universities cannot furnish an education in 
SIX years. In India they have completed it within six months, 
and have taken their degrees. 

Mr. Hastings says, I have supported this establishment to 
this time at my own expense ; I desire the Company will now 
defray the charge of it. He then calculates what the ex- 
Denses were ; he calculates that the building would cost about 
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£6,000, and he gets from the Company a bond to raise money 
for paying this £6,000. Ton apparently have the building 
now at the public expense, and 'Mr. Hastings still stands 
charged with the expense of the college for six months. He 
then proposes that a tract of land should be given for the 
college, to the value of about 3,000 odd pounds a year ; and 
that in the mean time there should be a certain sum allotted 
for its expenses. After this Mr. Hastings writes a letter from 
the Granges to the Company, m which he says not a word 
about the expense of the building ; but says that the college 
was founded and mamtained at his own expense, though it 
was thought to be maintained by the Company ; and he fixes 
the commencement of the expense in September, 1779. But 
after all, we find that the very professor who was to be set- 
tled there never so much as arrived in Calcutta, or showed 
his face there, till some time afterwards. And look at Mr. 
Larkins’s private accounts, and you wiU find that he charges 
the expense to have commenced not until October, 1781. It 
is no error, because it runs through and is so accounted in the 
whole ; and it thus appears that he has charged, falsely and 
fraudulently, a year more for that establishment than it cost 
him 

At last then, when he was coming away (for I hasten to 
the conclusion of an atfair, ludicrous indeed m some respects, 
but not unworthy of your lordships’ consideration), “after 
remarking that he had experienced for three years the utility 
of this institution, he recommends that they will establish a 
fund for £3,000 a year for it, and give it to the master.” He 
had left Grunga Grovin Sing as a Hentoo legacy, And he now 
leaves the Mussulmen as a Mahomedan legacy, to the Com- 
pany. Tour lordships shall now hear what was the upshot 
of the whole. The Company soon afterwards hearing that 
this college was become the greatest nuisance in Calcutta, 
and that it had raised the cries of all the inhabitants against 
it, one of their servants, a Mr. Chapman, was deputed by 
the Gi-overnor, Sir John Shore, to examine into it, and your 
lordships will find the account he gives of it in your minutes. 
In short, my lords, we find that this was a seminary of rob- 
bers, house-breakers, and every nuisaiice to society ; so that 
the Company was obliged to turn out the master, and tc 
remodel the whole. Tour lordships will now judge of the 
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merits and value of this, one of the sets-off brought forward 
bj the prisoner against the charges which we have brought 
forward against him , it began in injustice and peculation, 
and ended m a seminary for robbers and house-breakers 
Nothing now remains to be pressed by me upon your lord- 
ships’ consideration, but the account given by the late Go- 
■vernor- General, Earl Cornwallis, of the state in which he 
found the country left by his predecessor, Mr. Hastings, the 
prisoner at your bar. But patient as I know your lordships 
10 be, I also know that your strength is not inexhaustible, 
and riiough w’hat I have further to add will not consume 
much of your lordships’ time, yet I conceive that there is a 
necessity for deferring it to another day. 

[Adjourned. 


TEIAL. 


MONDAY, 16rH JUNE, 1794. 


XDTTH DAT OP REPLY. 

(Mr. Bceke ) 

^ My Lords, — I should think it necessary to make an 
apology to your lordships for appearing before you one day 
more, if I were inclined to measure this business either by the 
standard of my own ability, or by my own impatience, or by 
any supposed impatience of yours I know no measure in 
such a case, but the nature of the subject and the duty which 
we owe to it. Tou will therefore, my lords, permit me in a 
few words to lead you back to what we did yesteriia., that 
}ou may the better comprehend the manner in which 1 mean 
to conclude the business to-day 
My lords, we took the liberty of stating to you tbe condi- 
tion of Bengal before our taking possession of it, and of the 
several classes of its inhabitants. We first brought before 
you the Mahomedan inhabitants, who had the judicial au- 
thonty of the country in their hands j and we proved to you 



WASEElff HASTING-S, ESQ. 


397 


the utter ruin of that body of people, and with them of the 
justice of the country, by their being both one and the other 
sold to an infamous women called Munny Begum. "We next 
showed you that the whole landed mterest, the zemindars or 
Hindoo gentry of the country, was likewise ruined by its 
being given over by letting it on a five years’ lease to infa- 
mous farmers, and giving it up to their merciless exactions ; 
and afterwards by subjecting the rank of those zemindars, 
their title deeds, and ail their pecuniary afiairs, to the minut- 
est scrutmy, under pain of criminal pumshment, by a com- 
mission granted to a nefarious villain, called G-unga Govin 
Sing. We lastly showed you, that the remaining third class, 
that of the English, was partly corrupted, or had its author- 
ity dissolved, and that the whole superintendmg English con- 
trol was subverted or subdued ; that the products of the 
country were diminished, and that the revenues of the Com- 
pany were dilapidated, by an overcharge of expenses in four 
years to the amount of £500,000, in consequence of these 
corrupt, dangerous, and mischievous projects. 

We have further stated that the Company’s servants were 
corrupted by contracts and jobs ; we proved that those that 
were not so corrupted were removed from their stations or 
reduced to a state of abject dependence , we showed you the 
destruction of the provincial councils , the destruction of the 
council general ; and the formation of a committee for no 
other ends whatever but for the purposes of bribery, con- 
cealment, and corruption We next stated some of the most 
monstrous instances of that bribery ; and though we were of 
opinion that in none of them any satisfactory defence worth 
mentioning had been made, yet we have thought that this 
should not hinder us from recalling to your lordships’ recol- 
lection the peculiar nature and circumstances of one of those 
proceedings. 

The proceedings to which we wish to call your attention 
are those belonging to the second bribe given by the Nabob 
of Glide to Mr. Hastmgs. Mr. Hastings’s own knowledge 
and opinion, that that money was set apart for his use, either 
in bills or assets, I have before stated ; and I now wish to 
call your lordships’ minute recollection to the manner in 
which the fraudulent impeachment of Mr. Middleton, for the 
purpose of stifling an inquiry into that business, was carried 
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on. Tour lordships vill remember that I proved to you, 
upon the face of that proceeding, the collusive nature of the 
accusation ; and that the real- state of the case was not 
charged ; and that Mr. Hastings acquitted the party accused, 
*if one article of the charge, not upon the evidence of the 
fMse, contrary to his own avowed, declared, moral certainty 
of his guilt, but upon a pretended appeal to the conscience of 
the man accused. He did not, however, give him a complete, 
formal, official acquittal, but referred the matter to the court 
of directors, who could not possibly know anything of the 
matter, without one article of evidence whatever produced 
at the time, or transmitted. We lastly proved to you, that, 
after jBnding him guilty of five charges, and leaving the other 
to the court of directors, Mr- Hastings, without any reason 
assigned, appointed him to a great office in the Company’s 
service. 

These proceedings were brought before you for two pur- 
poses ; — first, to show the corrupt principle of the whole pro- 
ceeding ; next, to show the manner m which the Company’s 
servants are treated. They are accused and persecuted, until 
they are brought to submit to whatever terms it may be 
thought proper to impose upon them. They are then for- 
mally, indeed, acquitted of the most atrocious crimes charged 
against them ; but virtually condemned upon some articles, 
with the scourge hung over them ; and in some instances 
rewarded by the greatest, most honourable, and most lucrative 
situations m the Company’s service. My lords, it is on the 
same ground of the wicked, pernicious, and ruinous princi- 
ples of Mr. Hastings’s government, that I have charged this 
with everything that is chargeable agamst him, namely, that 
if your lordships should ratify those principles by your ac- 
quittal of him, they become principles of government ; re- 
jected indeed by the Commons, but adopted by the Peerage 
of Great Britain. 

There is another article which I have just touched ; but 
which I must do more than barely notice, upon account of 
the evil example of it — I mean the taking great sums of 
money, under pretence of an entertainment. Tour lordships 
vill recollect, that when this business w'as charged agamst 
him in India, Mr. Hastings neither affirmed nor denied the 
fact. Confession could not be there extorted from him. 
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He next appeared before the House of Commons, and he 
still evaded a denial or a confession of it. He lastly appear- 
ed before your lordships, and in his answer to our charge 
he ill the same manner evaded either a confession or a de- 
nial. He forced us to employ a great part of a session in 
endeavouring to establish what we have at last established, 
the receipt of the sums first charged, and of seven lacks more, 
by him. At length the proof could not be evaded, and after 
we had fought through all the difficulties which the law could 
mterpose in his defence, and of which he availed himself with 
a degree of effrontery that has, I believe, no example in the 
world, he confesses, avows, and justifies his conduct If the 
custom aheged be well founded, and be an honourable and a 
proper and just practice, why did he not avow it in every 
part and progress of our proceedings here ? "Why should he 
have put us to the necessity of wasting so many months in 
the proof of the fact ? And why, after we have proved it, and 
not before, did he confess it, avow it, and even glory in it ? 

I must remind your lordships, that the sum charged to be 
so taken by way of entertainment made only a part, a single 
article, of the bribes charged by ISTundcomar to have been 
received by Mr. Hastmgs ; and when we find him confessing, 
what he could not deny, that single article, and evading ^1 
explanation respecting the others, and not giving any reason 
whatever why one was received and the others rej'ected, 
your lordships will judge of the strong presumption of his 
having taken them all, even if we had given no other proofs 
of it. 'We think, however, that we have proved the whole 
very satisfactorily. But whether we have or not, the proof 
of a single present received is sufficient ; because the princi- 
ple to be established respecting these bribes is this — ^whether 
or not a G-overnor-G-eneral, paymg a visit to any of the poor, 
miserable, dependent creatures called sovereign princes in 
that country (men whom Mr. Hastings has himseK declared 
to be nothing hut phantoms, and that they had no one attri- 
bute of sovereignty about them), whether, I say, he can con- 
sider them to he such sovereign princes as to justify his 
taking from them great sums of money by w'ay of a present. 
The Nabob, in fact, was not a sovereign prince, nor a coun- 
try power in any sense but that which the Company meant 
to exempt from the custom of making presents. It was their 
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design to prevent tlieir servants from availing themselves of 
the real dependence of the nominal native powers to extort 
money from them under the pretence of their sovereignty. 
Such presents, so far from being voluntary, -were m reality 
obtained from their weakness, their hopeless and unprotected 
condition ; and you are to decide whether or not this cus- 
tom, which IS insisted upon by the prisoner’s counsel, with 
great triumph, to be a thing which he could not evade, ■with- 
out breaking through all the usages of the country, and vio- 
lating principles estabhshed by the most clear law of India, 
is to be admitted as his justification 

It was on this very account, namely, the extortion suffered 
by these people under the name or pretence of presents, that 
the Company first bound their servants by a covenant, which 
your lordships shall now hear read : — “ I?hat they shall not 
take any grant of lands, or rents, or revenues issuing out of 
lands, or any territorial possession, jurisdiction, domimon, 
power, or authority whatsoever, from any of the Indian 
princes, soubahs, or nabobs, or any of tbeir ministers, ser- 
vants, or agents, for any service or services, or upon any ac- 
count or pretence whatsoever, without the licence or consent 
of the court of directors.” 

This clause in the covenant had doubtless a regard to 
Lord Clive and to Sir Hector Munro, and to some others 
who had received gifts and grants of jaghires and other ter- 
ritorial revenues that were confirmed by the Company But 
though this confirmation might be justifiable at a time when 
we had no real sovereignty m the country, yet the Company 
very wisely provided afterwards that, unSer no pretence 
vhateier, should their servants have the means of extorting 
from the sovereigns or pretended sovereigns of the country 
any of their lands or possessions. Afterwards it appeared 
that there existed abuses of a similar nature, and particularly 
(as was proved before us m the year 1773, and reported to 
our House, upon the evidence of Mahomed Eeza KMn) the 
practice of frequently visiting the princes ; and of extorting, 
under pretence of such visits, great sums of money. — All 
their servants, and the Grovernor-G-eneral particularly, were 

therefore obliged to enter into the following covenant: 

‘‘ That they shall not, directly or indirectly, accept, take, or 
receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive, any gift, reward. 
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gratuity, allowance, donation, or compensation, in money, 
effects, jewels, or otherwise howsoever, from any of the 
Indian princes, sovereigns, sonbahs, or nabobs, any of their 
mimsters, servants, or agents, exceedmg the value of 4,000 
rupees, for any service or services performed hy them in India, 
or upon any other account or pretence whatsoever.” 

By this covenant, my lords, Mr. Hastings is forbidden to 
accept, upon any pretence and under any name whatsoever, 
any sum above 4,000 rupees ; that is to say, any sum above 
£400. Now, the sum that was here received is £18,000 
sterhng, by way of a present, under the name of an allow- 
ance for an entertainment, which is the precise thing which 
bis covenant was made to prevent. The covenant suffered 
him to receiye £400 , — ^if be received more than that money 
be became a criminal ; be bad broken his covenant, and 
forfeited the obligation be had made with his masters. Think 
with yourselves, my lords, what you will do if you acquit 
the prisoner of this charge. Yon will avow the validity, you 
will sanction the principle of his defence ; for as the fact is 
avowed, there is an end of that. 

G-ood God, my lords ! Where are we ? If they conceal 
their gifts and presents, they are safe by their concealment , 
if they avow them, they are still safer. They plead the 
customs of the country, or rather the customs which we have 
introduced into the country ; customs which have been de- 
clared to have their foundation in a system of the most 
abominable corruption, the most flagitious extortion, the most 
dreadful oppression ; those very customs which their cove- 
nant is made to abolish. Think where your lordships are. 
You have before you a covenant, declaring that be should 
take under no name whatever (I do not know bow words 
could be selected in the English language more expressive) 
any sum more than £400. He says, I have taken £18,000 ; 
he makes his counsel declare, and he desires your lordships 
to confirm their declaration, that he is not only justifiable in 
so doing, but that he ought to do so ; that he ought to break 
his covenant, and act in direct contradiction to it. He does 
not even pretend to say that this money was intended, either 
inwardly or outwardly, avowedly or covertly, for the Com- 

VOL. viii. • 2 D 
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pany^s service. He put absolutely into bis own pocket 
£18,000 besides bis salary. 

Consider, my lords, the consequences of this species of 
iniquity. If any servant of tbe Company, bigb in station, 
chooses to make a visit from Calcutta to Moorsbedabad, which 
Moorshedabad was then the residence of our principal revenue 
government ; if he should choose to take an airing for his 
health ; if he has a fancy to make a little voyage for pleasure 
as far as Hoorshedahad, iu one of those handsome barges or 
budgerows of which you have heard so much iu Ms charge 
against Hundcomar, — he can put £20,000 into his pocket any 
day he pleases, in defiance of all our acts of parliament, cove- 
nants, and regulations 

Ho you make your laws, do you make your covenants, for 
the very purpose of their being evaded ? Is this the purpose 
for which a British tribunal sits here, to furnish a subject for 
an epigram, or a tale for the laughter of the world ? Believe, 
nie, my lords, the world is not to he thus trifled with. But, 
my lords, you will never trifle with your duty. You have a 
gross, homd piece of corruption before you, impudently con- 
fessed, and more impudently defended. But you will not 
suffer Mr Hastings to say, I have only to go to Moorshedabad, 
or to ofder the Hahob to meet me half way, and I can set 
aside and laugh at all your covenants and acts of parliament. 
Is this all the force and power of the covenant, by which 
you would prevent the servants of the Company from com- 
mitting acts of fraud and oppression ; that they have nothing 
to do but to amuse tbemselves with a tour of pleasure to 
3Ioorshedahad, in order to put any sum of money in their 
pocket that they please ? 

But they justify themselves by saying, such things have 
been practised before. Ho doubt they have ; and these cove- 
nants were made that they should not be practised anymore. 
But your lordships are desired to say, that the very custom 
which the covenant is made to destroy — ^the very grievance 
itself, may be pleaded , — ^the abuse shall be admitted to de- 
sti-oy the law made to prevent it. It is impossible, I venture 
to say, that your lordships should act thus. The conduct of 

criminal is not half so abhorrent as the justification is 
affronting to justice ; whilst it tends to vilify and degrade 
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the dignity of the Peerage, and the character of the Commons 
of Great Britain, before the former and against the latter ol 
•which such a justification is produced in the face of the.world. 

At the same time that we call for your justice upon this 
man, we beseech you to remember, the severest justice upon 
him is the tenderest pity towards the innocent victims of 
his crimes. Consider what was at that time the state of the 
people, from whom, in direct defiance of his covenant, he 
took this sum of money. "Were they at this time richer, 
were they more opulent, was the state of the country more 
flourishing, than when Mr. Sumner, when Mr. Vansittart, m 
short, than when the long line of Mr. Hastmgs’s predecessors 
visited that country ? No; they were not. — Mr Hastings at 
this very time had reduced the Nabob’s mcome from £450,000 
sterhng a year, exclusive of other considerable domains and 
revenues, to £160,000. He was indeed an object of com- 
passion. His revenues bad not only been reduced, during 
his state of minority, but they were reduced when he after- 
wards continued in a state in which he could do no one valid 
act ; and yet, in this state, he was made competent to give 
away, under the name of compensation for entertainments, 
the sum of £18,000 ; perhaps at that time nearly aU he had 
in the world. 

Look at your minutes, and you will find Mr. Hastings had 
just before this time sai4 that the bread of ten thousand per- 
sons, many of them of high rank, depended upon the means 
possessed by tbe Nabob for tbeir support ; that his heart was 
cut and afflicted to see himself obliged to ruin and starve so 
many of the Mabomedan nobdity ; the greatest part of whose 
yet remaining miserable allowances were now taken away. 
You know, and you will forgive me again remarking, that it 
is the nature of tbe eagles and more generous birds of prey 
to fall upon living healthy victims ; but that vultures and 
carrion crows, and birds of that base and degenerate kind, 
always prey upon dead or dying carcases. It is upon ruined 
bouses, it is upon decayed families, it is upon extinguished 
nobility, that Mr. Hastings chooses to prey, and to justify 
his making them his prey. 

But agam we hear, my lords, that it is a custom, upon 
ceremonial and complimentary visits, to receive these pres- 
ents. Do not let us deceive ourselves. Mr. Hastings was 

d D 2 
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tbere upon no Tisifc either of ceremony or politics ; he was a 
memher, at that time, of the committee of circuit which 
went to Moorshedahad for the purpose of establishmg a system 
of revenue m the country ; he went up upon that business 
only as a member of the committee of circuit, for which 
business he was, like other members of the committee of 
circuit, amply paid, in addition to his emoluments as Grovern- 
or, which amounted to about £30,000 a year. Not satisfied 
with those emoluments, and without incurring new known 
expense of any kind or sort, he was paid for the extra ex- 
penses of his journey, as appears in yonr minutes, like other 
members of the committee of circuit. In fact, he was on no 
visit there at all. He was merely executing his duty in the 
settlement of the revenue, as a member of the committee of 
circuit. I do not mean to praise the committee of circuit in 
any way ; G-od forbid I should ; for we know that it was a 
committee of robbers. He was there as one of that com- 
mittee, which I am pretty weh justified in describing as I 
have done, because the court of directors, together with the 
Board of Control, did, in the year 1786, declare that the five 
years’ settlement (which onginated in that committee) was 
a thing bought and sold ; your lordships may read it when- 
ever you please, in the 80th paragraph of their letter. 

Tour lordships are now folly in possession of all the facts 
upon which we charge the prisoner with peculation, by ex- 
torting or receiving large sums of money, upon pretence of 
visits, or in compensation of entertainments. I appeal to your 
lordships’ consciences for a serious and impartial considera- 
tion of our charge. This is a business not to be hurried over 
in the mass, as amongst the acts of a great man, who may 
have his httle errors among his great services ; no ; you can- 
not, as a judicial body, huddle all this into a hotchpotch, and 
decide upon it in a heap. You will have to ask yourselves, 
Is this justifiable by his covenant ; is this justifiable by law ; 
is this justifiable under the circumstances of the case, by 
an enlarged discretion? Is it to he justified under any 
principles of humanity? Would it he justifiable by local 
customs, if such were applicable to the eas'e in question ; and 
even if it were, is it a practice fit for an Enghsh Grovernor- 
Oeneral to follow ? 

I dwell the longer upon this, because the fact is avowed ; 
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tli8 whole is an issue of law between us, whether a Govern- 
or-General, in such a case, ought to take such money ; and 
therefore, before I finally dismiss it, I beg leave to restate it 
briefly once more for your lordships’ consideration. 

First, I wish to leave fixed m your lordships’ minds, what 
is distinctly fixed, and shall never go out of ours, that his 
covenant did not allow him to take above £400 as a present, 
upon any pretence whatsoever. 

Tour lordships will observe, we contend that, it there was 
a custom, this covenant puts an end to that custom. It was 
declared and intended so to do. The fact is, that, if such 
custom existed at all, it was a custom applicable only to an 
ambassador or public minister, sent on a necessary compli- 
mentary visit to a sovereign prince. We deny positively 
that there is any such general custom. We say, that he never 
was any such mimster, and that he never went upon any snck 
complimentary visit. We afldrm, that when he took this 
money he was doiag an act of quite another nature, and 
came upon that business only to Moorshedabad, the residence 
of the prince of the country. ISTow, do you call a man who 
is going to execute a commission, a commission more severe 
than those issued against bankrupts — a commission to take 
away half a man’s income, and to starve a whole body of 
people dependent upon that income, — do you call this a com- 
plimentary visit ? Is this a visit for which a man is to have 
great entertainments given him ? No ; the pretence for 
taking this money is worse than the act itself. When a man 
IS going to execute upon another such harsh cruelty, when 
he is going upon a service at which he himself says his mind 
must revolt, is that precisely the time when he is to take 
from his undone host a present, as if he was upon a visit of 
compliment, or about to confer some honour or benefit upon 
bim, — to augment his revenues, to add to his territories, or 
to conclude some valuable treaty with him ? Was this a 
proper time to take at aU from an helpless minor so large a 
sum of money ? And here I shall leave this matter for your 
lordships’ consideration, after reminding you that this poor 
Nabob is still at Moorshedabad, and at the mercy of any 
English gentleman who may choose to take £18,000 or any 
other given sum of money from him, after the example of 
the prisoner at your bar, if it should be sanctioned by you* 
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connnance. Tar different was the example set him hr 
Gr-eneral Clarering. In page 1269, jour lordships will fin'd 
the most honourable testimony to the uprightness and fidelity 
of this meritorious servant of the Company. It runs thus ; 

Conceiving it to be the intention of the legislature that 
the Governor- Greneral and members of the council should re- 
ceive no presents, either from the Indian powers or any per- 
sons whatever, he [General Claveriug] has strictly comphed, 
since his arrival here, both with the spirit and the letter of 
the act of parliament, and has accordingly returned all the 
presents which have been made to him ” I have dwelt thus 
long upon this subject, not merely upon account of its own 
corrupt character, which has been sufficiently stigmatized by 
my honourable colleague, but upon account of the principle 
that is laid down by the prisoner, in his defence of his con- 
duct, — a principle directly leading to a contmuance of the 
same iniquitous practice, and subversive of every attempt to 
check or control it. 

I must beg leave to recall your lordships’ attention to 
another but similar instance of his peculation, — another and 
new mode of takmg presents, — I mean the present which 
3Ir. Hastings took through Gunga Govin Smg from those 
farmers of the revenues amongst whom he had distributed 
the pillage of the whole country. This scandalous breach of 
his covenant he attempts to justify, by the inward intention 
of his own mind to apply the money so taken to the public 
service. Upon this, my lords, I shall only observe, that this 
plea of an inward intention in his own mind may, if ad- 
mitted, justify any evil act whatever of this kind. Ton 
liave seen how presents from the Nabob are justified. You 
have seen how the takiug a sum of money, or allowance for 
entertamment, directly contrary to the covenant, how that is 
attempted to be justified. You see m what manner he justi- 
fies this last-mentioned act of peculation, and your lordships 
will now have to decide upon the validity of these pleas. 
There still remains unobserved upon an iustance of his mal- 
versation wholly new m its kiud, to which I will venture to 
desire your lordships very seriously to turn your attention. 
In all the eases of peculation or malversation in office that 
ever have been tried before this high court, or before any 
lower court of judicature, m all the judicial records of modern 
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Climes, or of antiquity, you will not find anything in any de- 
gree like it. 'We have all, in our early education, read the 
Verrine Orations. We may read them, not merely to in- 
struct us, as they will do, in the principles of eloquence, and 
to acquaint us with the manners, customs, and laws of the 
ancient Eomans, of which they are an abundant repository ; 
but we may read them from a much higher motive. We 
may read them from a motive which the great author had 
doubtless in his view, when by publishing them he left to 
the world and to the latest posterity a monument, by which 
it might be seen what course a great public accuser, in a 
great public cause, ought to pursue ; and, as connected with 
it, what course judges ought to pursue, m deciding upon such 
a cause. In these Orations you wiU find almost every in- 
stance of rapacity and peculation which we charge upon Mr 
Hastings. IJndouhtedly, many Homan and English governors 
have received corrupt gifts and bribes, under various pre- 
tences. But in the cause before your lordships, there is one 
species of disgrace iu the conduct of the party accused which 
I defy you to find in Yerres, or in the whole tribe of Eomau 
peculators, in any governor-general, pro-consul, or viceroy. 
I desire you to consider it not intended, in any other class of 
crimes, hut as a species apart hy itself. It is an individual, 
a single ease : but it is like the phcenix, it makes a class or 
species hy itself — I mean the business of Hohkissin. The 
money taken from him was not money pretended to be re- 
ceived in lieu of entertainment ; it was not money taken 
from a farmer-general of revenue, out of an idea that his 
profits were unreasonable, and greater than government 
ought to allow ; it was not a donation from a great man, as an 
act of his bounty. JSTo ; it was a sum of money taken from 
a private individual, or rather, as has been proved to you by 
Mr. Larkins, his own book-keeper, money borrowed, for which 
he had engaged to give his bond. That he had actually de- 
posited his bond for this money, Mr. Larkins has proved to 
you; and that the bond was carried to ISTobkissin’s credit, in 
his account with the government But Mr. Hastings, when 
he was called upon for the money, withdraws the bond; he 
will not pay the money, he refused to pay it upon the applica- 
tions made to him, both in India and here at home ; and he 
now comes to your lordships, and says, I borrowed this money; 
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I intended to give my ‘bond for it, as has been proved before 
you; but I must have it for my own use We have beard 
of governors being everything that is bad and wicked ; but 
a governor putting himself in the situation of a common cheat, 
of a common swindler, never was, I believe, heard of since 
the creation of the world, to this day. This does not taste 
of the common oppressions of power ; this does not taste of 
the common abuses of office ; but it in no way differs from 
one of those base swindling cases that come to be tried, and 
heavily punished, in the Xing’s Bench every day. Tins is 
neither more nor less than a plain barefaced cheat. 

Now, my lords, let us see how it is justified. To justify 
openly and directly a cheat, to justify a fraud upon an in- 
dividual, is reserved for our tames. But, good Heavens, what 
a justification have we here I Oh, my lords, consider into 
what a state Indian corruption has brought us in this country, 
when any person can be found to come to the bar of the 
House of Lords, and say, I did cheat ; I did defraud , I did 
promise and gave my bond ; I have now withdrawn it ; but I 
will account for it to you as to a gang of robbers concerned 
with me in the transaction. I confess I robbed this man, hut 
I have acted as trustee for the gang Observe what I have 
done for the gang ; come forward, Mr. Auriol, and prove what 
handsome budgerows I gave the Company ; were not they 
elegantly painted, beautifully gilt, charming and commodi- 
ous ? I made use of them as long as I had occasion ; and, 
though they are little worse for wear, and would hardly sufler 
the least per centage deduction from prime cost upon them, 
I gave them to the Company. Oh, I did not put the money 
into my own pocket ; I provided for myself, and wore a suit 
of lace clothes, when I was Jew bail for some of this Com- 
pany ; it wiU turn, for it is hardly the worse for wear, though 
I appeared two or three times in different characters, as hail 
for you on such and such an occasion ; I therefore set off 
these items against this money which I gained by swindling 
on your account. It is true I also picked such a one’s 
pocket of a watch ; here it is ; I have worn it as long as it 
was convenient ; now I give the watch to the Company, and 
let them send it to the pawnbroker for what it will bring 
Besides all this, I maintained aid-de-caraps for you, and gave 
them house rent. (By the^wav, my lords, what sort of aid- 
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de-camps were these ? "Wlio made him a military man, and to 
have such a legion of aid-de-camps ?) But, says he, I paid 
house rent for them ; that is, m other words, I paid at night 
cellars and houses in Saint Giles’s sixpence a week for some 
of the gang. (This, my lords, is the real spirit of the whole 
proceeding, and more especially of the last item in it.) Then, 
says he, 1 was the gang’s schoolmaster, and taught lessons 
on their account. I founded a Mahomedan school (your 
lordships have already heard somethmg of this shameful affair, 
of this scene of iniquity, I think of such iniquity as the 
world never yet had to blush at). I founded a Mahomedan 
college for your use, and I bore the expense of it from Sep- 
tember, 1780, when I placed a professor there, called Muged 
O’ den. This Muged O’ den was to perfect men by contract, 
in all the arts and sciences, in about six months , and ^the 
chief purpose of the school was, as Mr. Hastings himself 
tells you, to breed theologians, magistrates, and molavies, 
that IS to say, judges and doctors of law, w^ho were to be 
something like our masters in chancery, the assessors of 
judges, to assist them in their judgments. Such was the 
college founded by Mr. Hastings, and he soon afterwards 
appropriated one of the Company’s estates (I am speaking of 
matters of public notoriety) worth £3,000 a year, for its sup- 
port. Heaven he Jiraised, that Mr. Hastings, when he was 
resolved to be pious and munificent, and to be a great found- 
er, chose a Mahomedan rather than a Christian foundation ; 
so that our religion was not disgraced by such a foundation. 

Observe how he charges the expense of the foundation to 
the Company twice over. — He first makes them set aside an 
estate of £3,000 a year for its support In what manner 
this income was applied during Mr. Hastmgs’s stay in India 
no man living knows , hut we know that, at his departure, 
one of the last acts he did was to desire it should he put into 
the hands of Muged O’den, He afterwards, as you have 
seen, takes credit to himself with the Company, for the ex- 
penses relative to this college. I must now introduce your 
lordships to tbe last visitation that was made of this college. 
It was visited by order of Lord Cornwallis iu the year 1788, 
upon the complaints made against it, which I have already 
mentioned to your lordships, — ^that it was a sink of filth, ver- 
min, and misery. Mr. Chapman, who was the ^usitor and 



410 


SPEECH IN THE IMPEACHMENT OP 


tlie iHend of Mr. Hastings, declares tlat he could not sit in 
it even for a few minutes His words are, “ The wretched, 
8q[ualid figures that from every part ran out upon me ap- 
peared to be more like anything else than students.” In 
fact a universal outcry was raised by the whole city against 
it, not only as a receptacle of every kmd of abuse ; not only 
of filth and excrements, which made it stink m the natural 
nostrils, but of worse filth, which made it insuiferably offen- 
sive to the moral nostrils of every inhabitant. Such is the 
account given of a college supported at an expense of £3,000 
a year (a handsome foundation for a college), and for building 
which the Company was charged £5,000 ; though no vouch- 
ers of its expenditure were ever given by Mr. Hastings. But 
this is not all. When Lord Cornwallis came to inquire into 
it, he found that Muged O’den had sunk the income of the 
estates from £3,000 to £2,000 a year. In short, that it had 
been a scene of peculation, both by the masters and scholars, 
as well as of abandonment to every kind of vicious and licen- 
tious courses ; and all this without the shadow of any benefit 
havmg been derived from it The visitors expressly inquired 
whether there was any good mixed with all this evil ; and 
they found it was all bad and mischievous from one end to 
the other Tour lordships will remark, that the greatest 
part of this disgusting business must have been known to Mr 
Hastings when he gave to Muged O’den the disposal of 
£3,000 a year — And now, my lords, can you vote this money, 
expended in the manner which I have stated to you, to be a 
set-off in his favour, m an account for money which was itself 
swindled from a private individual ? 

But there still remains behind another more serious matter 
belongmg to this affair, and I hope you will not think that T 
am lajnng too much stress upon it, when I declare, that if I 
were to select from the whole of his conduct one thing more 
dishonourable than another to the British nation, it would be 
that which I am now about to mention. I will leave your 
lordships to judge of the sincerity of this declaration, when 
you sh^l hpe heard read a paper produced by the prisoner 
m justineahon of conduct such as I have stated his to have 
been. It is the razynama, or attestation of Munnv'Begum 
(the woman whom Mr. Hastings placed in the seat of justice 
m that country), concerning this college, made precisely at 
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the time of this iMiiisition bjr Lord Cornwallis into the man- 
agement of it. Your lordships will see what sort of thmgs 
attestations are from that country ; that they are attestations 
procured in diametrical contradiction to the certain know- 
ledge of the party attesting. It is m page 2350 of your min- 
utes. Indeed, my lords, these are pages which, unless they 
are effaced by your judgment, will rise up in judgment 
against us, some day or other, 

‘‘ He [Mr. Hastings] respected the learned and wise men, 
and, in order for the propagation of learning, he built a col- 
lege, and endowed it with a proYision for the maintenance of 
the students, insomuch that thousands reaping the benefits 
thereof offer up their prayers for the prosperity of the king 
of England, and for the success of the Company.” 

I must here remind your lordships of another attestation 
of the same character, and to the same effect. It comes from 
Mahomed Eeza Khto, who, as your lordships will remember, 
had been reduced by Mr Hastings from a situation of the 
highest rank and authority, with an income of suitable mag- 
nitude, to one of comparative insignificance, with a small 
salary annexed. This man is made to disgrace himself, and 
to abet the disgrace and injury done to his country, by bear- 
ing his testimony to the merits of this very college. 

I hope your lordships will never lose sight of this aggra- 
vating circumstance of the prisoner’s criminahty, namely, 
that you never find any wicked, fraudulent, and criminal act, 
in which you do not find the persons who suffered by it, and 
must have been well acquainted with it, to be the very per- 
sons who are brought to attest in its favour. 0 Heaven ! 
but let shame for one moment veil its face, let indignation 
suppress its feelmgs, whilst I again call upon you to view all 
this as a mere swindling transaction, in which the prisoner 
was attempting to defraud the Company. Mr. Hastings has 
declared, and you will find it upon the Company’s records, 
that this institution (which cost the Company not less than 
£40,000 in one way or other) did not commence before Oc- 
tober, in the year 1780 ; and he brings it before the board 
in April, 1781, that is, about six months after its foundation. 
Now look at his other acenmt, m which he makes it to be- 
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gin in tbe year 1779, and in whicli lie lias therefore over- 
charge i the expenses of it a whole year , but Mr. Larkins, 
who kept this latter account for him, may have been inaccu- 
rate. Grood Heavens ! where are we ? Mr. Hastings, who 
was bred an accountant, who was hred in all sorts of trade 
and business, declares that he keeps no accounts. Then 
comes Mr. Larkins, who keeps an account for him j but be 
keeps a false account. Indeed, all the accounts from India, 
from one end to another, are nothmg but a series of fraud, 
whde Mr. Hastings was concerned in them. Mr. Larkins, 
who keeps his private account just as his master kept the 
public accounts, has swindled from the Company a whole 
year’s expenses of this college. I should not thus repeatedly 
dwell upon this transaction, but because I wish your lord- 
ships to he cautious how you admit such accounts at all to 
be given in evidence- into the truth of which yon cannot 
penetrate in any regular way. Upon the face of the two 
accounts there is a gross Iraud, It is no matter which is 
true or false ; as it is an account which you are in no situa- 
tion to decide upon. I lay down this as a fixed judicial rule, 
that no judge ought to receive an account (which is as seri- 
ous a part of a judicial proceeding as can bei rhe correctness 
of which he has no means of ascertaining, but must depend 
upon the sole word of the accountant. 

Having stated therefore the nature of the offence, which 
differs nothing from a common dog-trot fraud, such as we 
see amongst the meanest of mankmd, your lordships will he 
cautmus how you admit these, or any other of his pretended 
services, to be set off agamst his crimes. These stand on 
record confessed before you ; the former, of which you can 
form no just estimate, and mto which you cannot enter, rest 
for their truth upon his own assertions ; and they all are 
found, upon the very face of them, to carry marks of fraud 
as well as of wickedness. 

I have only further to observe to your lordships, that this 
Muged O’ den, who, under the patronage of Mr. Hastings, 
was to do aU these wonders, Lord Cornwallis turned out of 
his office with every mark of disgrace, when he attempted 
to put into some more respectable state that establishment 
which Mr. Hastings had made a sink of abuse. 

I here conclude all that I have tc say upon this business, 
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trusting that your lordships will feel yourselves more offended, 
and justice more insulted, by the defence than by the crimi- 
nal acts of the prisoner at your bar; and that your lordships 
will concur with us in thinking, that to make this unhappy 
people make these attestations, knowing the direct contrary 
of every word which they say to be the truth, is a shocking 
aggravation of his guilt. I say they must know it. h^or 
Lord Cornwallis tells you it is notorious ; and if you ihink 
fit to inquire into it, you wfil find that it was imusually 
notorious. 

My lords, we have now brought to a conclusion our ob- 
servation upon the effects produced by that mass of oppres- 
sions which we have stated and proved before your lordships ; 
namely, its effects upon the revenues and upon the public 
servants of the Company. 'We have shown you how greatly 
the former were dimimshed, and in what manner the latter 
were reduced to the worst of all bad states, a state of sub- 
serviency to the will of the G-overnor- G-eneral. I have shown 
your lordships that in this state they were not only rendered 
incapable of performing their own duty, but were fitted for 
the worst of all purposes, cooperation with him m the per- 
petration of his crimmal acts, and collusion with him in the 
concealment of them. I have lastly to speak of*these effects, 
as they regard the general state and welfare of the country. 
And here your lordships will permit me to read the evidence 
given by Lord Cornwalhs, a witness called by the prisoner at 
your bar, Mr. Hastings himself. 

The evidence of Lord Cornwallis, page 2721 : “ Q. 

Whether your lordship recollects an account that you have 
giveu to the court of directors, in your letter of the 2nd of 
August, 1789, concerning the state of those provinces ? I 
really could not venture to he particular as to any letter I 
may fiave written so long since, as I have brought no copies 
of my letters with me from India, having left them at Ben- 
gal when I went to the coast. — Q. Whether your lordship 
recollects in any letter that you wrote about the 2nd of Au- 
gust, 1789, paragraph 18, any expressions to this effect, 
namely, ‘ I am sorry to be obliged to say, that agriculture 
and interual commerce have, for many years, been gradually 
declining, and that at present, excepting the class of shroffs 
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and banyans, who reside almost entirely in great towns, tne 
inhabitants of these provinces were advancing hastily to a 
general state of poverty and wretchedness ; * whether your 
iordship recollects that you have written a letter to that 
effect ? I cannot take upon me to recollect the words of 
a letter that I have written five years ago, but I conclude 
1 must have written to that effect. — Q. Whether yonr 
lordsbip recollects, that m the immediately following para- 
graph, the 19th, you wrote to this effect . ‘ In this descrip- 
tion, namely the foregone description, I must even include 
almost every zemindar in the Company’s territories, which, 
though it may have been partly occasioned hy their own 
indolence and extravagance, I am afraid must also be in a 
great measure attributed to the defects of our former system 
of management, paragraph 20. The settlement, in con- 
formity to your orders, will only he made for ten years cer- 
tain, with the notification of its being your intention to 
declare it a perpetual, an unalterable assessment of these 
provinces, if the amount and the principles upon which it 
has been made should meet with your approbation ; ’ whether 
your lordship recollects to have written something to the 
effect of these two last paragraphs, as well as of the first ? 
A. 1 do recoUect that I did write it , hut in that letter I 
alluded to the former system of annual assessments . — Q 
Whether your lordship recollects, that you wrote, on or about 
the JSth of September, 1789, in one of your minutes, thus, 

^ I may safely assert, that one third of the Company’s terri- 
tory m Indostan is now a jungle, inhabited only by wild 
beasts ; wOl a ten years’ lease induce any proprietor to clear 
away that jungle, and encourage the rajot to come and culti- 
vate his lands, when at the end of that lease he must either 
submit to he taxed ad libitum for the newly cultivated lands, 
or lose all hopes of deriving any benefit from his labour, for 
which, perhaps, by that time he will hardly he repaid?’ 
whether your lordship recollects a minute to that effect? 
A. I perfectly recollect to have written that minute.— -Q. Now 
with respect to a letter, dated November the 3rd, 1788, para- 
graph 38 containing the following sentiments : ‘ I shall 
therefore only remark in general, that, from frequent changes 
of system or other reasons, much is wanting to estab&h 
good order and regulations in the internal business of the 
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country, and tliat, from various causes, by far the greatest 
part of the zemmdars, and other landholders and renters, are 
fallen into a state much below that of wealth and affluence ; 
this country, however, when the fertility of its soil and the 
industry and ingenuity of its numerous mhabitants are taken 
into consideration, must unquestionably be admitted to be 
one of the finest in the world ; and with the uniform atten- 
tion of government to moderafaon in exaction, and to a due 
administration of justice, may long prove a source of great 
riches, both to the Company and to Britain. Paragraph 39 
I am persuaded, that by a train of judicious measures the 
laud revenue of these provmces is capable in time of being 
increased ; but consistent with the principles of humanity 
and even those of your own interest, it is only by adopting 
measures for the gradual cultivation and improvement of 
these waste lands, and by a gentle and cautious plan for the 
resumption of lands that have been fraudulently alienated, 
that it ought ever to be attempted to be accomphshed. Men 
of speculative and sanguine dispositions, and others, either 
from the ignorance of the subject, or with views of recom- 
mending themselves to your favour, may confidently hold 
forth specious grounds to encourage you to hope that a great 
and immediate accession to that branch of your revenue might 
be practicable ; my pubhc duty obliges me to caution you, in 
the most serious manner, against hstening to propositions 
which recommend this attempt, because I am clearly con- 
vinced that if carried mto execution they would be attended 
■with the most baneful consequences. Paragraph 40. Des- 
perate adventurers, without fortune or character, would un- 
doubtedly be found, as has already been too often experienced, 
to rent the difierent districts of the coimtry at the highest 
rates that could be put upon them ; that the delusion would 
be of a short duration, and the impolicy and inhumanity of 
the plan would, when perhaps too late for efi«Btual remedy, 
become apparent by the complaints of the people and the dis- 
appointments at the treasury in the payments of the revenue, 
and would probably terminate in the ruin and depopulation 
of the unfortunate country ; ’ whether your lordship recol- 
lects to have written anything to that effect about that time ? 
A I perfectly recollect having WTitten the extracts that have 
been read.” 
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My lords, Lord Cornwallis Has been called, be bas been 
examined before you. MTe stopped our proceedings ten days 
for the purpose of taking his evidence. We do not regret 
this delay ; and he bas borne the testimony which you have 
heard, to the effects of Mr. Hastings’s government; of a 
country once the most fertile and cultivated ; of a people the 
most industrious, flourishing, and happy ; that the one was 
wasted and desolated, the other reduced to a condition of 
want and misery ; and that the zemindars, that is, the nobility 
and gentry of the country, were so beggared, as not to be 
able to give even a common decent education to their chil- 
dren, notwithstanding the foundation of Mr. Hastings’s col- 
leges. You have heard this noble person, who had been an 
eye-witness of wBat he relates, supplicating for their relief, 
and expressly stating, that most of the complicated miseries, 
and perhaps the cruellest of the afflictions they endured, arose 
ffom the management of the country having been taken out 
of the hands of its natural rulers, and given np to Mr Hast- 
ings’s farmers, namely, the banyans of Calcutta. These are 
the things that ought to go to your lordships’ hearts. You 
see a country wasted and desolated. You see a third of it 
become a jungle for wold beasts. You see the other parts 
oppressed by persons in the form and shape of men, but with 
all the character and disposition of beasts of prey This state 
of the country is brought before you, and by the most unex- 
ceptionable evidence, bemg brought forward through Mr. 
Hastings himself. This evidence, whatever opinion yon may 
entertain of the effrontery or of the impudence of the crim- 
inal who has produced it, is of double and treble force. And 
yet at the very time when Lord Cornwallis is giving this state- 
ment of the country and its inhabitants, at the very time when 
he is calling for pity upon their condition, are these people 
brought forward to hear testimony to the benign and auspicious 
government of Mr. Hastings, directed, as your lordships know 
it was, by the merciful and upright Hunga Govin Sing. 

My lords, you have now the evidence of Lord Cornwallis, 
on the one hand, and the razynamas of India, on the other. 
But before I dismiss this part of my subject, I must call your 
lordships’ attention to another authority ; to a declaration, 
strictly speaking legal, of the state to which our Indian 
provinces were reduced, and of the oppressions which they 



WABEISN HASTESTGS, ESQ. 


417 


have suffered during the government of Mr, Hastings. I 
speak of the act 24 G-eo. III., cap. 25 ; intituled, “ Act 
for the better regulation and management of the affairs oi 
the jEJast India Company, and of the British Possessions in 
India ; and for establishing a court of judicature for the more 
speedy and effectual trial of persons accused of offences com- 
mitted in the Bast Indies ; ” § 39. 

My lords, here is an act of parhament ; here are regulations 
enacted in consequence of an inquiry which had been directed 
to be made into the grievances of India for the redress of 
them. This act of parliament declares the existence of 
oppressions in the country. What oppressions were they ? 
The oppressions which it suffered by bemg let out to the 
farmers of the Company’s revenues. Who was the person 
that sold these revenues to the farmers ? Warren Hastings, 
Py whom were these oppressions notified to the court of 
directors ? Py Lord Cornwallis. Upon what occasion were 
these letters written by my Lord Cornwallis ? They were 
answers to inquiries made by the court of directors, and 
ordered by an act of parliament to be made. The existence 
then of the grievances, and the cause of them, are expressly 
declared in an act of parliament. It orders an inquiry, and 
Lord Cornwallis, in consequence of that inquiry, transmits to 
the court of directors this very information ; he gives you 
this identical state of the country ; so that it is consolidated, 
mixed, and embodied with an act of parliament itself, which 
no power on earth, I trust, but the power that made it, can 
shake I trust, I say, that neither we, the Commons, nor 
you, the Lords, nor his Majesty, the sovereign of this country, 
can shake one word of this act of parliament, — can invalidate 
the truth of its declaration, or the authority of the persons, 
men of high honour and character, that made that inquiry 
and this report Tour lordships must repeal this act in order 
to acquit Mr. Hastings 

Put Mr. Hastings and his counsel have produced evidence 
against this act of parliament, against the order of the court 
of directors, by which an inquiry and report were made under 
that act, against Lord Cornwallis’s return to that inquire : 
and now, once for all, hear what the miserable wretches are 
themselves made to say, to invalidate the act of parliament, 
to invalidate the authority of the court of directors, to ifivaf 
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lidate tlie eyidence of an official return of Lord Cornwallis 
under jtbe act. Pray hear what these miserable creatures 
describe as an elysium, speaking with rapture of their satis- 
faction under the govemment of Mr. Hastings. 

“ AH we, zemindars, choudries, and talookdars of the dis- 
trict of Akbarnagur, commonly called Paje Mhal, in the king- 
dom of Bengal, have heard that the gentlemen in England 
are displeased with Mr. Hastings, on suspicion that he op- 
pressed us inhabitants of this place, took our money by deceit 
and force, and ruined the country ; therefore we, upon the 
strength of our religion and religious tenets, which we hold 
as a duty upon us, and in order to act conformable to the 
duties of *Grod, in delivering evidence, relate the praiseworthy 
actions, fuH of prudence and rectitude, friendship and polite- 
ness, of Mr. Hastmgs, possessed of great abilities and under- 
standing, and by representing facts, remove the doubts that 
have possessed the minds of the gentlemen in England ; — 
that Mr. Hastings distributed protection and security to re- 
ligion, and kindness and peace to all ; he is free from the 
charge of embezzlement and fraud, and that his heart is void 
of covetousness and avidity ; during the period of his govern- 
ment, no one experienced irom him other than protection and 
justice, never havmg felt hardships from him, nor did the poor 
ever know the weight of an oppressive hand from him. 

“ Our characters and reputations have always been guarded 
m quiet from attack by the vigilance of his power and fore- 
sight, and preserved by the terror of his justice j he never 
omitted the smallest instance of kindness and goodness to- 
wards us and those entitled to it, but always applied by 
soothings and mildness the salve of comfort to the wounds 
of affliction, not allowing a single person to be overwhelmed 
by despair ; he displayed his friendship and kindness to all ; 
he destroy edf the power of the enemies and wicked men by 
the strength of his terror ; he tied the hands of tyrants and 
oppressors by his justice, and by this conduct he secured 
liappmess and joy to us ; he reestablished the foundation of 
justice, and we at all times, during his government, lived in 
comfort and passed our days m peace ; we are many, many of 
ns satisfied and pleased with him. As Mr. Hastings was 
perfectly well acquainted with the manners and customs of 
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these countries, he was always desirous of performing thac 
which would tend to the preservation of our religion, and of 
the duties of our sects, and guard the religious customs of 
each from the effects of misfortune and accidents ; m. every 
sense he treated us with attention and respect; we have 
represented, without deceit, what we have ourselves seen, 
and the facts that happened from him.” — This, my lords, is 
in page 2374 of the printed minutes. 

My lords, we spare you the reading of a great number of 
these attestations ; they are all written in the same style ; 
and it must appear to your lordships a little extraordinary, 
that as they are said to he totally voluntary, as the people are 
represented to be crowding to make these testimonials, there 
should he such an unison in the heart to produce a language 
that is so uniform, as not to vary so much as in a single tit- 
tle; that every part of the country, every province, every 
district, men of every caste and of every religion, should all 
unite in expressing their sentiments in the very same words 
and in the very same phrases I must fairly say, it is a kind 
of miraculous concurrence, a miraculous gratitude. Mr. 
Hastmgs says, that gratitude is lost in this part of the world 
There it blooms and flourishes, in a way not to be described. 
In proportion as you hear of the miseries and distresses of 
these very people, in the same proportion do they express 
their comfort and satisfaction, and that they never knew what 
a gnevance was of any sort. Lord Cornwallis finds them 
aggrieved, the court of directors find them aggrieved, the 
parliament of Great Britain find them aggrieved, and the 
court here find them aggrieved, but they never found them- 
selves aggrieved. Their being turned out of house and 
home, and having all their land given to farmers of revenue 
for five years to riot in, and despoil them of all they had, is 
w^hat fills them with rapture They are the only people, 1 
believe, upon the face of the earth, that have no complaints 
to make of their government, in any instance whatever. 
Theirs must be something superior to the government of 
angels ; for I verily believe, that if one out of the choir of the 
heavenly angels were sent to govern the earth, such is the 
nature of man, that many would be found discontented with 
it But these people have no complaint, they feel no hard- 
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silips, BO sorrow. Mr. Hastings Bas realized more than tlie 
golden age. I am ashamed for human nature, I am ashamed 
for our government, I am ashamed for this court of justice, 
that these things are brought before us , but here they are, 
and we must observe upon them. 

My lords, we have done on our part ; we have made out 
our case ; and it only remains for me to make a few observa- 
tions upon what Mr. Hastings has thought proper to put for- 
ward in his defence. Does he meet our case with anytbmg 
but these general attestations, upon which I must first remark 
that there is not one single matter of fact touched upon in 
them ? Tour lordships will observe, and you may hunt them 
out through the whole body of your minutes, that you do not 
find a single fact mentioned in any of them. But there is an 
abundance of panegjne ; and if we were doing nothing but 
making satires, as the newspapers charge us with domg against 
Mr. Hastings, panegyric would be a good answer. 

But Mr. Hastings sets up pleas of merit upon this occasion. 
Tow, undoubtedly no plea of ment can he admitted to extin- 
guish, as your lordships know very well, a direct charge of 
crime; merit cannot extinguish crime. Por instance, if 
Lord Howe, to whom this country owes so much as it owes 
this day for the great and glorious victory which makes our 
hearts glad, and I hope will insure the security of this coun- 
try ; yet if Lord Howe, I say, was charged with embezzling 
the king’s stores, or applymg them in any manner unbecoming 
his situation, to any shameful or scandalous purpose ; if he 
was accused of taking advantage of his station to oppress any 
of the captains of his ships ; if he was stated to have gone 
into a port of the allies of this country, and to have plundered 
the inhabitants, to have robbed their women, and broken into 
the recesses of their apartments ; if he had committed atroci- 
ties like these, his glorious victory could not change the 
nature and quality of such acts. 

My Lord Malmesbury has been lately sent to the king of 
Prussia, and we hope and trust that his embassy will be suc- 
cessful, and that this country will derive great benefit from 
his negotiations. But if Lord Malmesbury, from any subsidy 
that was to be paid to the king of Prussia, was to put 
£50,000 in his own pocket, I believe that his making a good 
and advantageous treaty with the king of Prussia would 
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never be thought a good defence for him. "We admit, that 
if a man has done great and eminent services, though they 
cannot be a defence against a charge of crimes, and cannot 
obliterate them; yet, when sentence comes to be passed 
upon such a man, you will consider first, whether his trans- 
gressions were common lapses of human frailty, and whether 
the nature and weight of the grievances resultmg from them 
were hght in comparison with the services performed. I say 
that you cannot acquit him. But your lordships might think 
some pity due to him, that might mitigate the severity of 
your sentence. In the second place, you would consider 
whether the evidence of the services alleged to be performed 
was as clear and undoubted as that of the crimes charged. 
I confess that, if a man has done great services, it may be 
some alleviation of lighter faults ; but then they ought to be 
urged as such, — with modesty, with humility, with confes- 
sion of the faults ; and not with a proud and insolent defiance. 
They should not be stated as proofs that he stands justified 
m the eye of mankind, for committmg unexampled and enor- 
mous crimes. Indeed humility, suppliant guilt, always makes 
impression in our bosoms ; so that, when we see it before us, 
we always remember that we are all frail men ; and nothing 
but a proud defiance of law and justice can make us forget 
this for one moment. I believe the Commons of Great 
Britam, and I hope the persons that speak to you, know very 
well how to allow for the faults and frailties of mankind 
equitably. , 

Let us now see what are the merits which Mr. Hastings 
has set up against the just vengeance of his country, and 
against his proved delinquencies. Prom the language of the 
prisoner, and of his counsel, you would imagine some great, 
known, acknowledged services had been done by him. Tour 
lordships recollect that most of these presumed services have 
been considered, and we are persuaded justly considered, as 
in themselves crimes. He wishes your lordships to suppose 
and believe that these services were put aside, either because 
we could not prove the facts against him, or could not make 
out that they were criminal, and consequently that your lord- 
ships ought to presume them to have been meritorious ; and 
this is one of the grounds upon which he demands to be ac- 
quitted of the charges that have been brought forward and 
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proved against liim. ]?inding in our proceedings, and re- 
corded upon our journals, an immense mass of criminality 
with which he is charged , and finding that we had selected, 
as we were hound to select, such parts as might be most con- 
veniently brought before your lordships (for to have gone 
through the whole would have been nearly impossible), he 
takes all the rest that we have left behind and have not 
brought here as charges, and converts them, by a strange 
metamorphosis, into merits. 

My lords, we must insist, on the part of the House of 
Commons, we must conjure your lordships, for the honour of 
a coordinate branch of the legislature, that, whenever you are 
called upon to admit what we have condemned as crimes to 
be merits, you wiU at least give us an opportunity of being 
heard upon the matter ; that you will not suffer Mr Hastings, 
when attempting to defend himself against our charges, in 
an indirect and oblique manner, to condemn or censure the 
House of Commons itself, as having misrepresented to be 
crimes the acts of a meritorious servant of the public. Mr 
Hastings has pleaded a variety of merits, and every one of 
these merits, without the exception of one of them, have 
been either directly censured by the House of Commons, and 
censured as a ground for legislative provision, or they remain 
upon the records of the House of Commons, with the vouchers 
for them, and proofs ; and though we have not actually come 
to the question upon every one of them, we had come before 
the year 1782 to forty-five direct resolutions upon his con- 
duct. These resolutions were moved by a person to whom 
this country is under many obligations, and whom we must 
always mention with honour, whenever we are speaking of 
high situations in this country, and of great talents to sup- 
port them, and of long pnbHc services in the House of Com- 
mons. I mean Mr. Hundas, then lord advocate of Scotland, 
and now one of the principal secretaries of state, and at the 
head, and worthily and deservedly at the head, of the East 
Indian department. This distinguished statesman moved 
forty-five resolutions, the major part of them directly eon- 
denming these very acts which Mr. Hastings has pleaded as 
his merits, as being delmquencies and crimes AH that the 
House of Commons implore of your lordships is, that you 
will Hot take these things, which we call crimes, to be merits, 
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without hearing the House of Commons upon the subject- 
matter of them. I am sure you are too noble and too gener- 
ous, as well as too just and equitable, to act in such a manner 

The first thmg that Mr. Hastings brings forward in his 
defence is, that, whereas the Company were obliged to pay a 
certain tribute to the Mogul, m consideration of a grant by 
which the Moguls gave to us the legal title under which we 
hold the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, he did stop 
the payment of that tribute or acknowledgment, small as it 
was ; that though bound by a treaty recognised by the Com- 
pany, and recognised by the nation ; though bound by the 
very sunnud by which he held the very office he was exer- 
cising, yet he had broken the treaty, and refused to pay the 
stipulated acknowledgment. Where are we, my lords ? Is 
this merit ? Grood G-od Almighty ! the greatest blockhead, 
the most ignorant, miserable wretch, a person without either 
virtue or talents, has nothing to do but to order a clerk to 
strike a pen through such an account, and then to make a 
merit of it to you. Oh I says he, I have by a mere breaeli 
ot' your faith, by a single dash of my pen, saved you all this 
money, w'hich you were bound to pay. I have exonerated 
you from the payment of it. I have gained you £250,000 
a year for ever. Will you not reward a person who did you 
such a great and important sdrviee, by conmving a little at 
his delinquencies ? 

But the House of Commons will not allow that this was a 
great and important service ; on the contrary, they have de- 
clared the act itself to be censurable. There is our resolu- 
tion — resolution the 7th ; “ That the conduct of the Company 
and their servants in India to the king (meaning the Mogul 
king) and Hudjiff Cawn, with respect to the tribute payable 
to the one, and stipend to the other, and with respect to the 
transfer of the provinces of Corah and Illahabad to the Vizier, 
was contrary to policy and good faith ; and that such wise 
and practicable measures should be adopted in future, as may 
tend to redeem the national honour, and recover the confi- 
dence and attachment of the princes of India.” 

This act of injustice, against which we have fulminated the 
thunder of our resolutions as a heavy crime — as a crime that 
dishonoured the nation, and which measures ought to be 
taken to redress, this man has the insolence to bring before 
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your lordsliips as a set-off against the crimes we charge him 
■with This outrageous defiance of the House of Commons, 
this outrageous defiance of all the laws of his country, I 
hope your lordships ■will not countenance. You will not let 
it pass for nothmg On the contrary, you will consider it as 
aggravating, hea^nly, his cnmes , and above all, you will not 
suffer him to set off this, -which we have declared to be in- 
jurious to our national honour and credit, and which he him- 
self does not deny to be a breach of the puhhc faith — against 
other breaches of the public faith with which we charge him ; 
— or to justify one class of pubhc crimes, by proving that he 
has committed others. 

Ypur lordships see that he justifies this crime upon the 
plea of its bemg profitable to the Company ; hut he shall 
not march off even on this ground "with flying colours. My 
lords, pray observe in what manner he calculates these profits. 
Tour lordships -will find, that he makes up the account of 
them much in the same manner as he made up the account 
of Xohkissm’s money. There is, indeed, no account which 
he has ever brought forth that does not carry upon it, not 
only ill faith and national dishonour, but direct proofs of cor- 
ruption, “When Mr. Hastings values himself upon this 
shocking and outrageous breach of faith, which required 
nothmg but a base and lUiberal mind, without either talents, 
courage, or skill, except that courage which defies all conse- 
quences ; which defies shame, which defies the judgment 
and opinion of his country and of mankmd ; no other talents 
tban may be displayed by the dash of a pen ; you will at 
least expect to see a clear and distinct account of what was 
gained by it. 

In the year 1775, at a period when Mr. Hastings was 
under an eclipse, when honour and virtue, in the character of 
G-eneral Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Trancis, sat for 
a short period at the council board ; during that time, Mr. 
Hastmgs’s conduct upon this occasion was called into ques- 
tion. They called for an account of the revenues of the 
countiy ; what was received, and what had been paid ; and 
m the account returned, they found the amount of the tribute 
due to the Mogul, £250,000, entered as paid up to October, 
1774. ^ Thus far all appeared fair upon the face of it ; they 
tcok it for granted, as your lordships would take it for 
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granted, at tlie first view, tliat the tribute in reality had been 
paid up to the time stated. The books were balanced ; you 
find a debtor ; you find a creditor ; every item posted in as 
regular a manner as possible. "Whilst they were examining 
this account, a Mr. Crofts, of whom your lordships have 
heard very often as accountant-general, comes forward and 
declares that there was a little error in the account And 
what was the error ? That he had entered the Mogul’s 
tribute for one year more than it had actually been paid. 
Here we have the small error of a payment to the Mogul of 
£250,000. This appeared strange. — Why, says Mr. Crofts, 
I never discovered it ; nor was it ever intimated to me that 
it had been stopped from October, 1773, till the other day, 
'when I was informed that I ought not to have made an 
entry of the last payments. These were his expressions. 
You will find the whole relation in the Bengal Appendix, 
printed by the orders of the court of directors. When Mr. 
Croftes was asked a very natural question. Who first told 
you of your mistake ? — who acquainted you with Mr. Hast- 
ings’s orders, that the payment should be expunged from the 
account ? — What is his answer ? It is an answer -worthy of 
Mr. Middleton, an ans-w'er worthy of Mr. Larkins, or of any of 
the other white banyans of Mr Hastings : Oh 1 I have foi;got‘ 
ten. Here you have an accountant-general kept in ignorance, 
or who pretends to be ignorant, of so large a payment as 
£250,000 ; who enters it falsely in his account ; and when 
asked who apprized him of his mistake, says that he has 
really forgotten. 

On, my lords, what resources there are in oblivion, whai 
resources there are in had memory ’ no genius ever has done 
so much for mankind as this mental defect has done for Mr. 
Hastings’s accountants. It was said by one of the ancient 
philosophers, to a man who proposed to teach people memory 
— “ I wish you could teach me oblivion ; I wish you could 
teach me to forget.” These people have certainly not been 
taught the art of memory, hut they appear perfect masters 
of the art of forgetting. My lords, this is not all; and 
I must request your lordships’ attention to the whole of the 
account, as it appears in the account of the arrears due to the 
king, annexed to your mmutes. Here is a kind of labyrinth, 
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•where fraud runs into fraud. On the credit side you find 
stated there eight lacks paid to the Vizier, and to be taken 
from the Mogul’s tribute, for the support of an army, of 
which he himself had stipulated to bear the whole expenses. 
These eight lacks are thus fraudulently accounted for upon 
the &ce of the thing ; and with respect to eighteen lacks, 
the remainder of the tribute, there is no account given of it 
at all. This sum Mr. Hastmgs must, therefore, have pock- 
eted for his own use, or that of his gang of peculators , and 
whilst he was pretending to save you eight lacks by one 
fraud, he committed another fraud of eighteen lacks for him- 
self; and this is the method by which one act of peculation 
begets another in the economy of fraud. 

Thus much of these affairs I think myself hound to state 
to your lordships upon this occasion ; for, aEhough not one 
word has been produced by the counsel to support the alle- 
gations of the prisoner at your bar, yet, knowing that your 
lordships, high as you are, are still hut men, knowing also 
that hold assertions and confident declarations are apt to 
make some impression upon all men’s minds, we oppose his 
allegations. But how do we oppose them ? — Not by things 
of the like nature. We oppose them, by showing you that 
the House of Commons, after diligent investigation, has con- 
demned them, and by stating the grounds upon which the 
House founded its condemnation. We send you to the 
records of the Company, if you want to pursue this matter 
further, to enlighten your own minds upon the subject Do 
not think, my lords, that we are not aware how ridiculous it 
is for either party, the accuser or the accused, to make here 
any assertions without producing vouchers for them: we 
know it ; hut we are prepared and ready to take upon ns the 
proof: and we should he ashamed to assert anything that 
we are not able directly to substantiate, by an immediate 
reference to uncontradicted evidence. 

With regard to the merits pleaded by the prisoner, we 
could efface that plea with a single stroke, by saying there 
is no evidence before your lordships of any such merits. 
But we hpe done more. We have shown you that the 
things which he has set up as merits are atrocious crimes, 
and that there is not one of them which does not, in the 
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very nature and circumstances of it, carry evidence of base 
corruption, as well as of flagrant injustice and notorious breacli 
of public faith. 

The next thing that he takes credit for is precisely an act 
of this description. The Mogul had, by solemn stipulation 
with the Company, a royal domain insured to him, consisting 
of two provinces, Corah and Allahabad. Of both these pro- 
vinces Mr. Hastings deprived the Mogul upon weak pre- 
tences, if proved, in pomt of fact, but which vcere never 
proved, in any sense, against him. I allude particularly to 
his alleged alHance with the Mahrattas, a people, by the 
way, with whom we were not then at war, and with whom 
he had as good a right as IS'udjeive Khan to enter into alli- 
ance at that time. He takes these domains, almost the last 
w'recks of empire left to the descendant of Tamerlane, from 
the man, I say, to whose voluntary grants we owe it that we 
have put a foot in Bengal. Surely we ought, at least, to have 
^ept our faith in leaving this last retreat to that unfortunate 
prince. The House of Commons was of that opinion, and 
consequently they resolved, “ that the transfer of Corah and 
Allahabad to the Yizier was contrary to policy and good 
faith.” This is what the Commons think of this business, 
which Mr, Hastings pleads as merits. 

But I have not yet done with it. These provinces are 
estimated as worth twenty-two lacks, or thereabouts, that is, 
about £220,000 a year. 1 believe they were improvable to 
a good deal more. But what does Mr. Hastings do ? Instead 
of taking them into the Company’s possession for the purpose 
of preserving them for the Mogul, upon the event of our 
being better satisfied with his conduct, or of appropriating 
them to the Company’s advantage, he sells them to the I^a- 
bob of Oude, who he knew had the art, above all men, of de- 
stroying a country which he was to keep, or which he might 
fear he was not to keep, permanent possession of. And what 
do you think he sold them for ? He sold them at a little 
more than two years’ purchase. "Will any man believe that 
Mr. Hastings, when he sold these provinces to the Vizier for 
two years’ purchase (and when there was no man that would 
not have given ten years’ purchase for them), did not put 
the difference between the real and pretended value mto hia 
own pocket and that of his associates ? 
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We charge, therefore, first, that this act, for -vvliicb he as- 
sumes merit, was in itself a breach of faith ; next, that the 
sale of these provinces was scandalously conducted ; and 
thirdly, that this sale, at one-fifth of the real value, was 
effected for corrupt purposes. Thus an act of threefold de- 
linquency is one of the ments stated with great pomp by 
his counsel. 

Another of his merits is the stoppage of the pension which 
the Company was under an obligation to pay to JSTndjeive 
Khan ; — a matter which, even if admitted to be a merit, is 
certainly not worth, as a set-off, much consideration. 

But there is another set-off of merit upon which he plumes 
himself, and sets an exceedmgly high value — ^the sale of the 
Eohilla nation to that worthless tyrant, the Yizier, their cruel 
and bitter enemy, the cruellest tyrant, perhaps, that ever 
existed, and their most implacable enemy, if we except Mr 
H^tings, who appears to have had a concealed degree of 
animosity, public, private, or pohtical, agamst them. To 
this mp he sold this whole nation, whose country, culti- 
vated like a garden, was soon reduced, as Mr Hastings, Irom 
the character of the Vizier, knew would he the consequence, 
to a mere desert, for £400,000 ; he sent a brigade of our 
troops to assist the Vizier in extirpating these people, who 
were the bravest, the most honourable, and generous nation 
upon earth. ^ Those who were not left slaughtered to rot 
upon the soil of their native country, were cruelly expelled 
from it, and sent to publish the merciless and scandalous be- 
haviour of Great Bntam from one end of India to the other. 

I believe there is not an honest, ingenuous, or feeling heart 
upon the face of the globe, I heheve there is no man pos- 
sessing the least degree of regard to honour and justice, hu- 
manity and good pohcy, that did not reprobate this act. The 
court of directors, when they heard of it, reprobated it in 
the strongest manner; the court of proprietors reprobated 
it IE the strongest manner ; by the House of Commons, after 
the most diligent investigation, it was, in a resolution moved 
by Mr. Hundas, reprobated in the strongest manner : and 
this IS the act which Mir. Hastmgs brings forward before 
}"Our lordships as a merit. 

But, again, I can prove, that ia this, perhaps, the most 
etrociouB of all his demerits, there is a most homd and nj 
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farious secret corruption lurking. I can tell your lordships, 
that Sir Robert Barker was offered by this Vizier, for about 
one-half of this very country, namely, the country of the 
Rohillas, a sum of fifty lacks of rupees,* that is, d6500,000. 
Mr. Hastings was informed of this offer by Sir Robert Barker, 
m his letter of the 24th March, 1773. Still, in the face of 
this information, Mr. Hastings took for the Company only 
forty lacks of rupees. I leave your lordships to draw your 
own conclusion from these facts. You will judge what be- 
came of the difference between the price offered and the 
price accounted for, as taken ; nothing on earth can hide 
from mankind why Mr. Hastings made this wicked, corrupt 
bargain for the extermination of a brave and generous people : 
why he took £400,000 for the whole of that, for half of 
which he was offered and knew he might have had £500,000. 

Your lordships will observe, that for all these facts there 
IS no evidence on the one side or on the other, directly before 
you Their merits have been insisted upon in long and labori- 
ous details and discussions, both by Mr. Hastings himself 
and by his counsel. We have answered them for that reason ; 
hut we answer them with a direct reference to records and 
papers, from wRich your lordships may judge of them as set- 
offs and merits I believe your lordships will now hardly 
receive them as merits to set off guilt, since in every one o"f 
them there is both guilt in the act, and strong ground for pre- 
suming that he had corruptly taken money for himself. 

The last act of merit that has been insisted upon by his 
counsel is the Mahratta peace. They have stated to you 
the distresses of the Company, to justify the unhandsome 
and improper means that he took of making this peace. Mr. 
Hastings himself* has laid hold of the skme opportunity of 
magnifying the difficulties which, during his government, he 
had to contend with. Here he displays all his tactics. He 
spreads all his sails, and here catches every gale. He says, 
I found ail India confederated against you. I found not the 
Mahrattas alone ; I found war through a hundred hostile states 
fulminated against you; I found the Peshwa, the Nizam, 
Hyder x411y, the Rajah of Berar, all combined together for your 
destruction. I stemmed the torrent ; fortitude is my charac- 
ter. I faced and overcame all these difficulties, till T landed 
your affairs safe on shore ; till I stood the saviour of India. 
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My Lords, we of the House of Commous hare before heard 
all this, but we cannot forget that we examined into every 
part of it, and that we did not find a single fact stated by 
him, that was not a ground of censure and reprobation. The 
House of Commons, in the resolutions to which I have al- 
hxded, have declared that IVJDr. Hastings, the first author of 
these proceedings, took advantage of an amhiguoiis letter ot 
the court of directors, to break and violate the most solemn, 
cbe most advantageous, and useful treaty that the Company 
had ever made in India ; and that this conduct of his pro- 
duced the strange and unnatural junction which, he says, he 
found formed against the Company, and with which he had 
to combat. I should trouble your Lordships with but a brief 
statement of the facts, and if I do not enter more at large in 
observing upon them, it is because I cannot but feel shocked 
at the indecency and impropriety of your being obliged to 
hear of that as merit, which the House of Commons has 
condemned in every part. Your lordships received obliquely 
evidence from the prisoner at your bar upon this subject ; yet 
when we came and desired your full inquiry into it, your 
lordships, for wise and just reasons, I have no doubt, refused 
our request. I must, however, again protest on the part of 
the Commons agamst your lordships receiving such evidence 
at all, as relevant to your judgment, unless the House of 
Commons is fully heard upon it. 

But to proceed. — The government of Bombay had offended 
the Mahratta states, by a most violent and scandalous aggres- 
sion. They afterwards made a treaty of peace with them, 
honourable and advantageous to the Company. This treaty 
was made by Colonel IJpton, and is called The Treaty of 
Porunda. Mr. Hastings broke that treaty, upon his declared 
principle, that you are to look in war for the resources of 
jour government. Ail India was at that time in peace. 
Hyder Ally did not dare to attack us ; because he was afraid 
that his natural enemies, the Mahratias, would fall upon him. 
The Nizam could not attack us, because he was also afraid 
of the Mahrattas. The Mahratta state itself was divided into 
such discordant branches, as to make it impossible for them 
to unite in any one object ; — that commonwealth, wbich cer- 
tainly at that time was the terror of India, was so broken, as 
to »'ondei' 't either totaBy ineffective or easy to be resisted ; 
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tbere was not one government in India tlat did not look np 
to Great Britain as holding the balance of power, and in a posi- 
tion to control and do justice to every individual party in it 
At that juncture Mr. Hastings deliberately broke the treaty 
of Porunda ; and afterwards, by breaking faith with and 
attacking all the powers, one after another, he produced that 
very union which one would hardly have expected that the 
incapacity or ill faith of any governor could have effected. 
Tour lordships shall hear the best and most incontrovertible 
evidence, both of his incapacity and ill faith, and of the con- 
sequences which they produced. It is the declaration of one 
of the latest of their aUies, concerning all these proceedings. 
It is contained in a letter from the Bajah of Berar, directly 
and strongly inculpating Mr Hastings, upon facts which he 
has never denied, and by arguments which he has never re- 
futed, as being himself the cause of that very junction of all 
the powers of India against us 

Letter from Beneram Pundit — “ As the friendship of the 
Enghsh is, at all events, the first and most necessary consider- 
ation, I will therefore exert myself in establishing peace , 
for the power of making peace with all is the best object , 
to this all other measures are subservient, and will certainly 
be done by them, the English You write, that after having 
laid the foundation of peace with the Pundit Purdhaun, it is 
requisite that some troops should be sent with General God- 
dard against Hyder Haig, and take possession of his countrj", 
when all those engagements and proposals may he assented 
to. My reason is confounded in discussing this suggestion 
at a time when Hyder Haig is in every respect in alliance 
with the Peishwa, and has assisted, with his soul and hfe, to 
repel the English. Eor us to unite our troops with those of 
the enemy, and extirpate him, — would not this fix the stamp 
of infamy upon us for ever? Would any prince, for gener- 
ations to come, ever after assist us, or unite with the Peish- 
wa ? Be yourself the judge, and say whether such a con- 
duct would become a prmce or not. — ^Why then do you 
mention it ? — why do you write it ? 

The case is as follows. — At first there was the utmost 
enmity between Hyder Haig and the Pundit Purdhaun, and 
there was the fullest intention of sending troops into Hyder 
Haig’s country ; and after the conclusion of the war with 
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Bombay and the capture of Eagonant Eow, it was firmly 
resolveii to send, troops into that quarter ; and a reliance was 
placed in the treaty which was entered into bj” the gentlemen 
of Bombay before the w^ar ; but when Eagonaut again went 
to them, and G-eneral Goddard was ready to commence hos- 
tilities — when no regard was paid to the friendly proposals 
made by us and the Pundit Peishwa— when they desisted 
from coming to Poonah, agreeable to their promise, and a 
categorical answer was given to the deputies from Poonah ; 
the ministers of Poonah then consulted among themselves, 
and having adiised with the Nabob Nizam nl Bowlah, they 
considered that as enemies were appearing on both sides, and 
it would be difficult to cope with both, wmat was to be done. 
Peace must be made with ^one of them, and war must be 
carried on with the other. They wished above all things, in 
their hearts, to make p^ce wnth the English gentlemen, and 
to unite with them to punish Hyder Naig ; hut these gen- 
tlemen had plainly refused to enter into any terms of recon- 
ciliation ; it was therefore advisable to accommodate matters 
with Hyder Naig, although he had been long an enemy. — 
"VThat else could be done ? Havmg nothing left for it, they 
were compelled to enter into an union with Hyder.” 

My lords, this declaration, made to Mr. Hastings himself, 
w as never answered by him ; indeed, answered it could not 
be , because the thing vas manifest, that all the desolation 
of the Carnatic by Hyder Ally, all these difficulties upon 
which be has insisted, the whole of that union by which he 
was pressed, and against which, as he says, he bore up with 
such fortitude, was his own work, the consequences of his 
had faith and his not listening to any reasonable terms of 
peace. 

But, mj lords, see what sort of peace he afterwards made. 

I could prove, if I were called upon so to do, from this paper, 
that they have had the folly and madness to produce to you 
for other purposes, that he might at any time have made a 
better treaty, and have concluded a more secure and advan- 
tageous peace, than that which at last he acceded to : that 
the treaty he made was both disadvantageous and dishonour- 
able ; inasmuch, as we gave up every ally we bad, and sacri- 
ficed them to the resentment of the enemy ; that Mahadajee 
Seindia gained by it an empire of a magnitude dangerous to 
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our Tery existence in India ; tbat tliis cbief was permitted to 
exterminate all ttie many little gallant nations that stood 
between ns and the Mahrattas, and whose policy led them to 
guard against the ambitions designs of that government. 
Almost all these lesser powers, from central India quite up 
to the mountains that divide India from Tartary, almost all 
these, I say, were extermmated by him, or were bronght 
under a cruel subjection. The peace he made with Mr. 
Hastings was for the very purpose of domg all this , and Mr. 
Hastings enabled him, and gave him the means of effecting 
it. Advert next, my lords, to what he did ivith other allies. 
Ey the treaty of Eorunda, made by Colonel TJpton, and 
■which he flagitiously broke, we had acquired what, Grod 
knows, we little merited from the Mahrattas, twelve lacks 
(£112,000) for the expenses of the war, and a country of 
three lacks of annual revenue, the province of Burratch and 
the Isle of Salset, and other small islands convenient for us 
upon that coast. This was a great, useful, and momentous 
accession of territory and of revenue, and we got it with 
honour , for not one of our allies was sacrificed by this treaty. 
We had even ohtamed from the Mahrattas for Eagonaut How, 
our support of whom against that government was a prmcipal 
cause of the war, an establishment of a thousand horse, to 
be maintained at their expense, and a jaghire for his other 
expenses of three lacks of rupees per annum, payable 
monthly, with leave to reside within their territories, with 
no other condition than that he should not remove from the 
place fixed for his residence, for the purpose of exciting dis- 
turbances against their government. They also stipulated 
for the pardon of all his adherents, except four ; and the only 
condition they required from us was, that we should not 
assist him in case of any future disturbance. But Mr. Hast- 
ings, by his treaty, surrendered that country of three lacks 
of revenue ; he made no stipulation for the expenses of the 
war, nor indemnity for any of the persons whom he bad 
seduced into the rebellion, in favour of Hagonaut Bow. He 
gave them all up to the vengeance of their governments, 
without a stroke of a pen in their favour, to he bamshed, 
confiscated, and undone. And as to Bagonaut Bow, instead 
of getting him this honourable and secure retreat, as he was 
bound to do, this unfortunate man was ordered to retire to 

VOL. Till. 2 V 
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Ms enemy’s (Mabadajee Scindia’s) country ; or otherwise he 
was not to receive a shilling for his maintenance. I will now 
ask your lordships whether any man but Mr. Hastings 
would claim a merit with his own country tor having broken 
the treaty of Porunda ? Xour lordships know the opinion 
of the House of Commons respectmg it; his colleagues in 
council had remonstrated with Mm upon it, and had stated 
the mischiefs that would result from it ; and Sir Eyre Coote, 
the commander of the Company’s forces, writing at the same 
time from Madras, states, that he thought it would infallibly 
bring down upon them Hyder Ally, who, they had reason 
to think, was bent upon the utter destruction of the power 
of this country in India, and was only waiting for some 
crisis in our affairs favourable to his designs. This, my lords, 
is to he one of the set-offs against all the crimes, agamat the 
multiplied frauds, cruelties, and oppressions, aU the corrupt 
practices, prevarications, and swmdlmgs, that we have al- 
leged against him. 

My lords, it would be an endless undertaking, and such as 
at this hour of the day we, as well as your lordships, are 
little fitted to engage in, if I were to attempt to search into 
and unveil all the secret motives, or to expose, as it deserves, 
the shameless audacity, of this man’s conduct. Hone of your 
lordships can have observed, without astonishment, the selec- 
tion of his merits, as he audaciously calls them, which has 
been brought before you. The last of this selection, m 
particular, looks as if he meant to revile and spit upon the 
legislature of his country ; because we and you thought it fit, 
and were resolved to publish to all India, that we will not 
countenance offensive wars ; and that yon felt this so 
strongly, as to pass the first act of a kind that was ever made ; 
namely, an act to limit the discretionary power of govern- 
ment in makmg war solely ; and because you have done this 
solely, and upon no other account, and for no other reason 
under heaven, than the abuse wMch that man at your bar 
has made of it, and for which abuse he now presumes to 
take merit to himself. I will read this part of the act to 
your lordships. 

^[Mr. Burk© here read 24 Greo. Ill cap. 24, sect. 84.] 

And whereas to pursue schemes of conq[ueat and exten- 
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fiion of dominion in India are measures repugnant to tlie 
wish, the honour, and policy of this nation ; Be it therefore 
father enacted hy the authority aforesaid, That it shall not 
he lawful for the G-overnor-GI-eneral and council of Fort Wil- 
liam aforesaid, without the express command and authority 
of the said court of directors, or of the secret committee of 
the said court of directors, in any case (except where hos- 
tilities have actually been commenced, or preparations actu- 
ally made for the commencement of hostilities against the 
British nation in India, or against some of the princes or 
states dependent thereon, or whose territories the said united 
Company shall he at such time engaged hy any subsisting 
treaty to defend or guarantee), either to declare war or com- 
mence hostilities, or enter into any treaty for making war, 
against any of the country princes or states m India, or any 
treaty for guaranteeing the possessions of any country princes 
or states ; and that in such case it shall not be lawful for the 
said Grovernor-G-eneral and council to declare war, or commence 
hostilities, or enter into treaty for makmg war, against other 
prince or state than such as shall be actually committing hos- 
tihties or making preparations as aforesaid, or to make such 
treaty for guaranteeing the possessions of any prince or state, 
hut upon the consideration of such prince or state actually 
engaging to assist the Company against such hostilities com- 
menced or preparations made as aforesaid ; and in all cases 
where such hostilities shall he commenced or treaty made, 
the said Governor- G-eneral and council shall, by the most ex- 
peditious means they can devise, communicate the same 
unto the said court of directors, together with a full state of 
the information and intelligence upon which they shall have 
commenced such hostilities or made such treaties, and their 
motives and reasons for the same at large.” 

It is the first act of the kind that ever was made in this 
kingdom, the first statute, I believe, that ever was made hy 
the legislature of any nation upon the subject, and it was 
made solely upon the resolutions to which, we had come 
against the violent, intemperate, unjust, aud perfidious acts 
of this man at your lordships’ bar, and which acts are now 
produced before your lordships as merits. 

To show further to your lordships how necessary this 
\ct was, here is a part of his own correspondence, the last 
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tiling I sball beg to read to your lordships, and upon which 
I shall make no other comment, than that you will learn 
from it how well British faith was kept by this man ; and 
that it was the violation of British faith which prevented 
our having the most advantageous peace, and brought on all 
the calamities of war. 

It is part of a letter from the minister of the Bajah of Be- 
rar, a man called Beneram Pundit, with whom Mr. Hastings 
was at the time treating for a peace ; and he tells him why 
he might have had peace at that time, and why he had it 
not ; and that the cause of it was his own ridiculous and 
even buffoonish perfidiousness, which exposed him to the. 
ridicule of all the princes of India, and with him the whole 
British nation. 

** But afterwards refiecting that it was not advisable for 
me to be in such haste, before I had understood all the con- 
tents of the papers ; I opened them in the presence of the 
Maha Eajah, when all the Kharetas letter, copies, and treaties, 
were perused with the greatest attention and care, Pirst, 
they com inced us of your great truth and sincerity, and that 
you never, from the beginning to this time, were mclined to 
the present disputes and hosieries ; and next, that you have 
not included in the articles of the treaty any of yonr wishes 
or inclinations, and, in short, the garden of the treaty ap- 
peared to us in all its parts green and flourishing. But 
though the fruits of it were excellent, yet they appear different 
from those of Colonel Upton’s treaty (the particulars of 
which I have frequently written to you), and, upon tasting 
them, prove to be bitter and very difierent, when compared to 
the former articles. How can any of the old and established 
obligations be omitted, and new matters agreed to, which it is 
plain that they will produce and damage ? Some points which 
you have mentioned, under the plea of the faith and observ- 
ance of treaties, are of such a nature that the Poonah min- 
isters can never assent to them ; m all engagements and im- 
portant transactions, in which the words lu% and although, 
and lesides, and whereas, and whg, and other such words of 
doubt are introduced, it gives an opening to disputes and 
misunderstandings. A treaty is meant for the entire removal 
of all differences, not for the increase of them. My depart- 
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ure for Poonah has therefore been delayed.” My lords, con 
aider to what ironies and insults this nation was exposed, and 
how necessary it was for us to originate that bill, which your 
lordships passed into an act of parliament, with his Majesty’s 
assent ; the words hut, although, besides, whereas, and why, 
and such like, are introduced to give an opening, and so on. 
Then he desires him to send another treaty, fit for him to 
sign. 

I have therefore kept the treaty vpith the greatest care 
and caution in my possession, and have taken a copy of it ; 
I have added to each article another, which appeared to me 
proper and advisable ; and without any loss or disadvantage 
to the English, or anything more in favour of the Pundit 
Purdhaun than was contained in the former treaties. This I 
have sent to you, and hope that you will prepare and send a 
treaty conformable to that, without any besides, or %f, or why, 
or hut, and whereas, that as soon as it arrives I may depart 
for Poonah, and having united with me Bow Mahadajee 
Scindia, and having brought over the ISTabob, Nizam ul Eow- 
lah, to this business, I may settle and adjust all matters which 
are in this bad situation. As soon as I have received my 
dismission from thence, I would set off for Calcutta, and re- 
present to YOU everything, which for a long while I have had 
in my mind, and by this transaction erect to the view of all 
the world the standard of the greatness and goodness of the 
English, and of my masters, and extinguish the flames of 
war with the waters of friendship. The compassing all 
those advantages and happy prospects depends entirely upon 
your will and consent ; and the power of bringing them to 
an issue is in your hands alone.” 

My lords, you may here see the necessity there was for 
passmg the act of parliament which I have just read to you, 
m order to prevent in future the recurrence of that want of 
faith of which Mr. Hastings had been so notoriously guilty, 
and by which he had not only united all India against us, 
and had hindered us from making, for a long time, any peace 
at all, but had exposed the British character to the irony, 
scorn, derision, and insult of the whole people of that vast 
continent. 
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My lords, in the progress of this impeachment, yon have 
heard onr charges ; you have heard the prisoner’s plea of 
merits ; you have heard our observations on them. In the 
progress of this impeachment, you have seen the condition 
m V hich IVIr. Hastings received Benares ; you have seen the 
condition in which Mr. Hastings received the country of the 
Eohillas ; you have seen the condition in which he received 
the country of Oude ; you have seen the condition in which 
he received the provinces of Bengal; you have seen the 
condition of the country when the native government was 
succeeded by that of Mr. Hastings ; you have seen the hap- 
piness and prosperity of all its inhabitants, from those of the 
highest to those of the lowest rank. My lords, you have 
seen the very reverse of all this under the government of 
Mr. Hastings ; the country itself, all its beauty and glory 
ending m a jungle for wild beasts. You have seen flourish- 
ing families reduced to implore that pity which the poorest 
man and the meanest situation might very weU call for. ' You 
have seen whole nations in the mass reduced to a condition 
of the same distress. G?hese thmgs in his government at 
home : abroad, scorn, contempt, and derision cast upon and 
covering the British name ; war stirred up, and dishonourable 
treaties of peace made, by the total prostitution of British 
faitb. K'ow take, my lords, together all the multiplied de- 
hnquencies which we have proved, from the highest degree 
of tyranny to the lowest degree of sharping and cheating, 
and then judge, my lords, whether the House of Commons 
could rest for one moment, without bringing these matters, 
which have baffled all legislation at various times, before you, 
to try at last what judgment will do. Judgment is what 
gives force, efiect, and vigour to laws ; laws without judg- 
ment are contemptible and ridiculous ; we had better have 
no laws, than laws not enforced by judgments and suitable 
penalties upon delinquents. Eevert, my lords, to all the sen- 
tences which have heretofore been passed by this high court. 
Look at the sentence passed upon Lord Bacon ; look at the 
sentence passed upon Lord Macclesfield ; and then compare 
the sentences which your ancestors have given with the de- 
linquencies which were then before them, and you have the 
measure to be taken in your sentence upon the delinquent 
now before you. Your sentence, I say, will he measured 
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according to that rule wMcli ought to direct the judgment of 
all courts in like cases, lessening it for a lesser offence, and 
aggrayating it for a greater, until the measure of justice is 
completely full. 

My lords, I have done ; the part of the Commons is con- 
cluded. With a trembling solicitude we consign this product 
of our long, long labours to your charge. Take it ! — take it ! 
It IS a sacred trust. Never before was a cause of such mag- 
nitude submitted to any human tribunal. 

My lords, at this awful close, in the name of the Com- 
mons, and surrounded by them, I attest the retiring, I attest 
the advancing generations, between which, as a link in the 
great chain of eternal order, we stand. — We call this nation, 
we caU the world to witness, that the Commons have shrunk 
from no labour ; that we have been guilty of no prevarication ; 
that we have made no compromise ivith crime ; that we have 
not feared any odium whatsoever, in the long warfare which 
we have carried on with the crimes — ^with the vices — with 
the esorbitant wealth — with the enormous and overpowering 
influence of Eastern corruption. This war, my lords, we 
have waged for twenty-two years, and the conflict has been 
fought at your lordships’ bar for the last seven years My 
lords, twenty-two years is a great space in the scale of the 
life of man ; it is no inconsiderable space in the history of a 
great nation. A business which has so long occupied the 
councils and the tribunals of Great Britain, cannot possibly 
be huddled over in the course of vulgar, trite, and transitory 
events. Nothmg hut some of those great revolutions that 
break the traditionary chain of human memory, and alter the 
very face of nature itself can possibly obscure it. My lords, 
we are all elevated to a degree of importance by it ; the 
meanest of us will, by means of it, more or less become the 
concern of posterity, if we are yet to hope for such a thing 
m the present state of the world as a recordmg, retrospect- 
ive, civilized posterity; but this is in the hands of the 
great Disposer of events ; it is not onrs to settle how it 
shall he. _ My lords, your House yet stands ; it stands as 
a great edifice ; hut let me say, that it stands in the midst 
of rums ; in the midst of the ruins that have been made by 
the greatest moral earthquake that ever convulsed and shat- 
tered this globe of ours. My lords, it has pleased Providence 



140 


SPEECH IH THE IMPEACHMEKT OP 


o place US in such a state, that we appear every moment to 
>e upon the verge of some great mutations. There is one 
thing, and one thing only, which defies all mutation ; that 
which existed before the world, and will survive the fabric 
of the world itself ; I mean justice ; that justice, which, em- 
anating from the Divinity, has a place in the breast of every 
one of ns, given us for our guide with regard to ourselves 
and with regard to others, and which will stand after this 
globe is burned to ashes, our advocate or our accuser before 
the great Judge, when He comes to call upon us for the tenor 
of a well-spent life. 

My lords, the Commons wiU share in every fate with your 
lordships ; there is nothing sinister which can happen to yon, 
in which we shall not he involved ; and if it should so hap- 
pen that we shall be subjected to some of those frightful 
changes which we have seen — ^if it should happen that your 
lordships, stripped of all the decorous distinctions of human 
society, should, by hafids at once base and cruel, he led to 
those scaffolds and machines of murder, upon which great 
kings and glorious queens have shed their blood, amidst the 
prelates, amidst the nobles, amidst the magistrates who sup- 
ported their tlmones, may you in those moments feel that 
consolation which I am persuaded they felt in the critical 
moments of their dreadful agony ! 

My lords, there is a consolation, and a great consolation it 
is, which often happens to oppressed virtue and fallen digni- 
ty ; it often happens that the very oppressors and persecutors 
themselves are forced to bear testimony in its favour. I do 
not like to go for instances a great way back into antiquity. 

I know very well that length of time operates so as to give 
m air of the fabulous to remote events, which lessens the 
interest and weakens the application of examples. I wish 
to come nearer to the present time. Your lordships know 
and have heard, for which of us has not known and heard, of 
the parliament of Paris ? The parhament of Paris had an 
mgin very, very similar to that of the great court before 
which I stand ; the parliament of Paris continued to have a 
great resemblance to it in its constitution, even to its fall ; the 
parliament of Paris, my lords, was ; it is gone ! It has passed 
away ; it has vanished like a dream! It fell, pierced by the 
oword of the Oompte de Mirabeau. And: yet I wiH say, that 
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that man, at the time of his inflicting the death wound of 
that parhament, produced at once the shortest and the grand- 
est funeral oration that ever was or could he made upon the 
departure of a great court of magistracy. Though he had 
himself smarted under its lash, as every one knows who 
knows his history (and he was elevated to dreadful notoriety 
in history), yet when he pronounced the death sentence upon 
that parliament, and inflicted the mortal wound, he declared 
that his motives for doing it were merely political, and that 
their hands were as pure as those of justice itself, which 
they administered — a great and glorious exit, my lords, of a 
great and glorious body! And never was a eulogy pro- 
nounced upon a body more deserved. They were persons 
in nobihiy of rank, in amplitude of fortune, in weight of 
authority, in depth of learning, inferior to few of those that 
hear me. My lords, it was but the other day that they sub- 
mitted their necks to the axe ; but their honour was unwound- 
ed. Their enemies, the persons who sentenced them to 
death, were lawyers, full of subtlety; they were enemies, 
full of malice ; yet lawyers full of subtlety, and enemies full 
of malice, as they were, they did not dare to reproach them 
with havmg supported the wealthy, the great, and powerful, 
and of having oppressed the weak and feeble, in any of their 
judgments, or of having perverted justice in any one instance 
whatever, through favour, through mterest, or cabal. 

My lords, if you must fall, may you so fall 1 But if you 
stand, and stand I trust you will, together with the fortune 
of this ancient monarchy — together with the ancient laws 
and liberties of this great and dlustnous kingdom, may you 
stand as unimpeached in honour as in power ; may you stand 
not as a substitute for virtue, but as an ornament of virtue, 
as a security for virtue ; may you stand long, and long stand 
the terrpr of tyrants ; may you stand the refuge of afflicted 
nations ; may you stand a sacred temple, for the perpetual 
residence of an inviolable justice. 
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TO THE EIGHT HOH. mLLIAJH GEEAED HAMILTON. 

Bear Sib, March, 1763. 

I am now on the point of acquiring, through your 
friendship, an establishment,^ which I am sensible is as much 
above my merits as, in any other channel, it may be above my 
reasonable expectations. I should think myself inexcusable 
in receiving this pension, and loading your interest with so 
heavy a charge, without apprizing you of those conditions on 
which, alone, I am able to take it ; because, when I have 
taken it, I ought no longer to consider myself as possessed 
of my former freedom and independence. 

I have often wished to explam myself fully to you on this 
point. It is against my general notions to trust to writing, 
where it is in one’s power to confer otherwise. But neither 
do you hear, nor do 1 speak, on this subject, with the same 
ease with which we converse on others. This is but natural; 
and I have therefore chosen this method, as less liable to 
misunderstanding and dispute ; and hope you will be so in- 
dulgent, as to hear me with coolness and attention. 

You may recollect, when you did me the honour to take 
me as a companion in your studies, you found me with the 
little work we spoke of last Tuesday, as a sort of rent-charge 
on my thoughts. I informed you of this, and you acquiesced 
in it. Ton are now so generous, (and it is but strict justice 
to allow that upon all occasions you have been so,) to offe 
to free me from this burthen. But, in fact, though I am 

‘ Alluding to a pension ^if £300 per annum, granted this year by 
Lord Halifax, then lord-lieutenant of Iieland, upon the application of 
his Excellency*s secretary ^^nngle speech” Hamilton. See an ac- 
count of this affair in Prior’s Life of Burke, p. 74, &c. 
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extremely desirous of deferring the accomplishment, ! ha-^e 
no notion of entirely suppressmg that work ; and this upon 
two principles, not solely confined to that work, but wh'cli 
extend much further, and indeed to the plan of my whole 
life. 

Whatever advantages I have acquired, and even that 
advantage which I must reckon as the greatest and most 
pleasmg of them, have been owing to some small degree of 
literary reputation. It will be hard to persuade me that any 
further services which your kindness may propose for me, or 
any in which my friends may wish to cooperate with you, 
will not be greatly facilitated by doing something to culti- 
vate and keep alive the same reputation. I am fully sensible, - 
that this reputation may be at least as much hazarded, as for- 
warded, by new publications. But because a certain oblivion 
is the consequence, to writers of my inferior class, of an 
entire neglect of publication, I consider it such a risk as 
sometimes must be run. Bor this purpose, some short time, 
at convenient intervals, and especially at the dead time of 
the year, will be requisite to study and consult proper 
books. These times, as you very well know, cannot be easily 
defined ; nor indeed is it necessary they should. The matter 
may be very easily settled by a good understanding between 
ourselves; and by a discreet liberty, which I think you would 
not wish to restrain, nor I to abuse. I am not so unreason- 
able, nor absurd enough, to think I have any title to so con- 
siderable a share in your interest as I have had, and hope 
still to have, without any or but an insignificant return on 
my side ; especially as I am conscious that my best and most 
continued endeavours are of no very great value. I know 
that your business ought, on all occasions, to have the pre- 
ference; to be the first and the last, and, indeed, in all 
respects, the main concern. All I contend for is, that I may 
not be considered as absolutely excluded from all other 
thoughts, in their proper time and due subordination; 
the fixing the times for them, to be left entirely to yourself, 

I do not remember that, hitherto, any pursuit has been 
stopped, or any plan left defective, through my inattention, 
or through my attention to other matters ; and I protest to 
God, I have applied to whatever you have thought proper to 
set me, with a vigour and alacrity, and even an eagerness, that 
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* never felt in any affair of my own whatsoever If yon 
have not observed this, you have not, I think, observed with 
ycur usual sagacity. But if you have observed it, and 
attributed it to an interested design, which will cease when 
its end is m any degree answered, my mind bears me witness 
that you do not do me justice. I act almost always from my 
present impulse, and with little scheme or design; and 
perhaps^' generally, with too little. If you think what I 
We proposed unreasonable, my request is that you will, 
which you may very easily do, get my Lord Halifax to post- 
pone the pension, and afterwards to drop it. We shall go on 
aa ^fore, until some other more satisfactory matter occurs, 
'^QT I should ill brook an accusation, either direct or implied, 
that I had through your firiendship acqmred a considerable 
establishment, and afterwards neglected to make any fair 
return in my power. ‘ The thought of this has given me 
great pain; and I would not be easy without coming to some 
explanation upon it. In the hght I consider things, it can 
create no great difficulty; but it may possibly, to you, appear 
otherwise Let this be how it will, I can never forget the 
obligations— -the very many and great obligations — which I 
have already had to you ; and which, m any situation, will 
always give you a right to call on me for anything within my 
compass. If I do not often acknowledge my sense of them, 
it is because I know you are not very fond of professions, 
nor am I very clever at makmg them. You will take in 
good part this liberty , which, sincerely, is not made for the 
purpose of exercising my pen impertinently. Two words 
from you would settle the point, one way or another. 

I am, with the utmost truth, ever yours, 

Edm. Bubke. 

TO THE EIGHT HOH. WILLIAM GEEAED EAMILTOK. 

Deae Sie, 

Your letter, which I received about four o’clock 
yesterday, seemed not to have been written with an intention 
of bemg answered. However, on considering the matter 
this morning, I thought it respectful to you, and, in a man- 
ner, necessary to myself, to say something to those heavy 
charges which you have made against me in our last eon- 
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versations ; and wHcii, with a polite acrimony in the ex- 
pression, you have thought proper to repeat in your letter. 

I should, indeed, be exteemely unhappy, if I felt any 
consciousness at all of that unkindness, of which you have 
so lively a sense. In the six years during which I have had 
the honour of being connected with you, I do not know 
that I have given you one just occasion of complaint , and if 
all things have not succeeded every way to your wishes, I 
may appeal to your own equity and candour, wrhether the 
failure was owung to anything wrong in my advice, or in- 
attention in my conduct ; I can honestly affirm, and your 
heart will not contradict me, that in all cases I preferred 
your interest to my own. I made you, and not myself, the 
first object in every deliberation. I studied your advance- 
ment, your fortune, and your reputation m everything, with 
zeal and earnestness ; and sometimes with an anxiety, which 
has made many of my hours miserable. Nobody could be 
more ready than I was to acknowledge the obligations I had 
to you ; and if I thought, as in some instances I did, and do 
still think, I had cause of dissatisfaction, I never e:^ressed 
it to others, or made yourself uneasy about them. 1 acted, 
in every respect, with a fidelity which, I trust, cannot be 
impeached. If there be any part of my conduct in life, 
upon which I can look with entire satisfaction, it is my 
behaviour with regard to you. 

So far as to the past ; with regard to the present, what is 
that unkindness and misbehaviour of which you complain ? 
My heart is full of friendship to you , and is there a single 
point which the best and most intelligent men have fixed, as 
a proof of friendship and gratitude, in which I have been 
deficient, or in which I threaten a failure ? What you blame 
is only this, that I will not consent to bind myself to you, 
for no less a term than my whole life, in a sort of domestic 
situation, for a consideration to he taken out of your private 
fortune ; that is, to circumscribe my hopes, to give up even 
the possibility of liberty, and absolutely to annihilate my- 
self for ever. I beseech you, is the demand, or the refusal, 
the act of unkinduess ? If ever such a test of friendship 
was proposed, in any instance, to any man living, I admit 
that my conduct has been unkind ; and, if you please, un- 
grateful. 
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If I Had accepted your Mud offers, aud afterwards refused 
to abide by the conditiou you annex; to them, you then 
■would have had a good right to tax me with unkindness. 
But what have I done, at the end of a very long, however I 
confess unprofitable, service, but to prefer my own liberty to 
the offers of advantage you are pleased to make me ; and, at 
the same time, to tender you the continuance of those 
services (upon which partiality alone induces you to set any 
value) in the most disinterested manner, as far as I can do 
it, consistent with that freedom to which, for a long time, I 
have determined to sacrifice every consideration, and which 
I never gave you the shghtest assurance that I had any 
intention to surrender ; whatever my private resolves may 
have been in case an event had happened, which (so far as 
concerns myself) I rejoice never to have taken place ? You 
are kind enough to say, that you looked upon my friendship 
as valuable ; but hint that it has not been lasting. I really 
do not know when, and by what act, I broke it off. I should 
be wicked and mad to do it ; unless you call that a lasting 
friendship, which all mankind would call a settled servitude, 
and which no ingenuity can distinguish from it. Once more, 
put yourself in my situation, and judge for me. If I have 
spoken too strongly, you "will be so good to pardon a man on 
his defence, in one of the nicest questions to a mind that has 
any feeling. I meant to speak fully, not to offend I am 
not used to defend my conduct ; nor do I intend, for the 
future, to fall into so bad a habit. I have been warmed to 
it by the imputation you threw on me 5 as if I deserted you 
on account solely of your want of success. On this, how- 
ever, I shall say nothing, because perhaps I should grow still 
warmer ; and I would not drop one loose word which might 
mark the least disrespect, and hurt a friendship which has 
been, and I flatter myselff wfll be, a satisfaction and an 
honom to me. I beseech you that you will judge of me with 
a little impartiality and temper. I hope I have said nothing 
in our last interview which could urge you to the passion 
you speak of. ^ If anything fell which was strong in '^he ex- 
prepion, I believe it was from you, and not from me, and it 
IS right that I should bear more than I then heard. I said 
nothing, but what I took the hberty of mentioning to you a 
year ago, in Dublin: I gave you no reason to thmk I had 
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made any cliange in my resolution. We, notwithstanding, 
liEYe ever since, until within these few days, proceeded as 
usual. Permit me to do so again. JSTo man living can have 
a higher veneration than I have for your ahihties, or can 
set a higher value on your friendship, as a great private 
satisfaction, and a very honourable distinction. I am much 
obliged to you for the favour you intend me, in sending to 
me in three or four days (if you do not send sooner), when 
you have had time to consider this matter coolly. I will 
again call at your door, and hope to be admitted ; I beg it, 
and entreat it. At the same time do justice to the single 
motive which I have for desiring this favour, and desiring it 
in this manner. I have not wrote all this tiresome matter 
in hopes of bringing on an altercation m writing, which you 
are so good to me as to decline personally; and which, in 
either way, I am most solicitous to shun. What I say is, on 
reviewing it, little more than I have laid before you in 
another manner. It certainly requires no answer. I ask 
pardon for my prolixity, which my anxiety to stand well in 
your opmion has caused. 

I am, with great truth. 

Your most affectionate and most obliged 
humble Servant, 

Edm. Biteke. 


TO THE MAEQTJIS OE EOCKINOHAM. 

Mr EEAE Loed, Gregories, September (12th), 1769. 

Our meeting was held yesterday; the ostensible parti- 
culars of which Lord Tenmle took care to transmit immedi- 
ately to the newspaper. I shall not, therefore, trouble your 
lordship with them here, Y ery little pams were taken to form 
a striking appearance on the day; however, it proved beyond 
expectation, Aubrey* was the only person who seemed to 
have acted rightly ; he came into the town on horseback at 
the head of sixty-five freeholders. However, when we got 
into the town-hall, it was quite full; there were not fewer, 
I imagine, than four hundred, many of them substantial peo- 
ple, who came forward to the work with a good countenance, 
1 Subsequently Sir John Aubrey, M. P. 
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and an alacrity equal to that of the third regiment of guards.* 
Everything had been done to traverse us ; the terrors of the 
House of Commons were held over many, and the word was, 
“ The king will despise your petitions, and then what will 
you do ? Will you go into rebellion ? ” &c. &c The Tones 
in general stayed away. O’Brien, in his speech, let fly at 
the Earl of Bute, and was rather for giving a more Whiggish 
rompletion to the meeting, than would be quite prudent in 
a county where the others were so strong, and in which some 
of them voted with us, though they did not choose to appear 
on this occasion. But on the whole he did very well. Ho 
Grenville, except George’s eldest son,^ a very sensible boy, 
and as well disposed to a little faction as any of bis family. 
We w'ere told we should have bad Harry Grenville, but 
Lord Temple found out that be was no freeholder in the 
county. His lordship, after dinner, made an apology for 
George’s absence, deelarmg,. that he highly approved the 
principles of the meeting, but thought he should be able to 
defend it with the greater weight if he were not present at it. 
This was aw kward, and awkwardly delivered. At the dinner 
it was thought necessary that the gentlemen should not dme 
all together ; aecordmgly, Lord Temple stayed at one house, 
and Lord Yerney and some more of us went to the other. 
In order to preserve a harmony in our toasts, they sent them 
to us from the house we had left, where they had been de- 
vised, ^ An attempt was made to insinuate a great deal of 
Grenvilleism into the meeting. However, somethmg wa^ 
done a little to balance it ; and a toast that had been sent 
down in an improper mode, about Yorkshire, was dressed by 
Aubrey and O’Brien in somewhat a better manner. What 
think you of the three united brothers ? ^ The freeholders 
dined, as we did all, at a market-ordinary, for which we paid 
our shillmgs. Afterwards, wine was given at the expense of 
liord Y. and Eord T The first part was necessary, be- 

cause the freeholders had been nformed that there was to 
be no treatmg; and they were to he induced to come by the 

* Alluding to tHe employment of the military in St George’s Fields, m 
the preceding year 

* George, afterwards thud Earl Temple. 

* Lord Chatham, and his brothers by marriage, Lord Temple and Mi 

George Grenville. ^ 
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moderation of fhe expense. The other was proper to con- 
clude the day cheerfully, and it had a very good effect. T 
take it the signature will be general. Above three hundred 
signed upon the spot. We have not, I believe, two thou- 
sand in the county. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

* * * # m , 

Believe me, with the siucerest and most cordial attach- 
ment, my dear lord, 

Tour ever obedient and obliged 
humble Servant, 

Ebm. Bueeb. 


TO AETHTTB TOUKO, ESQ ^ 

Deab Sib, October, 1771. 

I should certainly, before this, have done myself the 
honour of visiting your farm, and have endeavoured to profit 
by what I should see, and much more hy what I should hear 
at it, hut that the hourly, and hitherto constantly disap- 
pointed, expectation of my brother’s arrival from the West 
Indies has detained and« still detains me at home. I do n’t, 
however, altogether despair of the pleasure of paying yon my 
respects before the wmter sets in, I have now gone mi- 
nutely through your last tour, and the synopsis, with which, 
yon have so properly and judiciously closed it. Some things 
of moment are, I think, clearly and decisively ascertained ; 
hut still a cloud remams over some of the most important 
and interesting questions in husbandry ; and you are too far 
removed from the unfairness of system-makers, to turn our 
eyes away from that cloud when you are unable to dispel it. 
It appears such as it is ; and yon have not called in the aid 
of fancy and opinion to supply the want of real knowledge. 
One of the grand points in controversy (a controversy, in- 
deed, chiefly carried on between practice and speculation) is 
that of dee^-^loughing . In your last volume you seem, on 
the whole, rather against that practice, and have given several 
reasons for your judgment, which deserve to he very well 
considered. In order to know how we ought to plough, we 

’ The distinguished writer on agriculture, and promoter of luraj econo- 
my ; appointed secretary to the Boaid of Agriculture, on its establishment 

1793 . 

VOL. vin 2 o 
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ouglit to know what end it is we propose to ourselves m that 
operation The first and matmmental end is to divide the 
soil , the last and ultimate end, so far as regards the plants, 
is to facilitate the pushing of the blade upwards, and the 
shooting of the roots m all the inferior directions. There is 
further proposed a more ready admission of external influ- 
ences, the ram, the sun, and the air, charged with all those 
heterogeneous contents which are suspended in that great 
universal menstruum, some, possibly all, of which, are ne- 
cessary for the nourishment of the plants. By ploughing 
deep you answer these ends in a greater mass of the soil. 
This would seem m favour of deep-ploughmg, as nothing else 
than accomplishing, in a more perfect manner, those very 
ends for which you are induced to plough at all. But doubts 
here arise, only to be solved by experiment Eirst, is it 
quite certain that it is good for the ear and grain of farinace- 
ous plants, that their roots should spread and descend into 
the ground to the greatest possible distances and depths ? 
Is there not some limit in this ? We know that, in timber, 
what makes one part flourish, does not equally conduce to 
the benefit of all ; and that which may be beneficial to the 
wood, does not equally contribute to the quantity and good- 
ness of the fruit, and vice versa, that what increases the fruit 
largely is often far from serviceable to the tree. Secondly, 
is that looseness to great depths, supposing it useful to one 
of the species of plants, equally useful to all ? Thirdly, 
though the external influences, the ram, the sun, the air, act 
undoubtedly a part, and a large part, m vegetation, does it 
follow that they are equally salutary m any quantities, at - 
any depths ; or that though it may be useful to diffuse one 
of these agents as extensively as may be in the earth, that 
therefore it will be equally useful to render the ^rth in the 
same degree pervious to all ? It is a dangerous way of rea- 
soning in physics, as well as morals, to conclude, because a 
gven proportion of anything is advantageous, that the dou- 
ble will be twice as good, or that it will be good at all 
JN either in the one nor the other is it always true that two 
and two make four, fourthly, there are other properties 
m sod, besides its looseness or tenacity, which may make it 
dangerous to apply earth of certain properties to the plants, 
by deep ploughing. The minerals, in general, seem nnpro- 
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pitions to vegetation ; some clays seem to be of tbe same 
noxious quality, and this, if true, mates an exception to 
deep-ploughing upon bottoms mixed with such substances, 
supposing the principle of deep-ploughmg to be otherwise 
generally sound. ^Tinder this head comes the general ob- 
jection of farmers against ploughmg up the dead earth, or 
going beyond what is called the staple ; that is, that body of 
dark-coloured mould, which seems to be in part formed of 
rotten vegetables and animal substances. All these are 
doubts and questions not to be passed over lightly ; espe- 
cially the last, because it comes from men of much experi- 
ence, and is not a local objection, from the particular nature 
of a certain substratum, but supposes an universal inaptitude 
in all soils, beyond a certain depth, for the purposes of vege- 
tation. 


TO CHAELES TOWNSHEND, ESQ. 

Beae Sie, October 17th, 1771, 

I am much obliged to you for the kind part you have 
taken, on the report of our friend Eitzherbert’s conversation 
about the author of Junius. You have done it in a manner 
that is just to me, and dehcate to both of us. I am indeed 
extremely ready to beheve, that be has had no share in cir- 
culating an opinion so very injurious to me, as that I am 
capable of treating the character of my friends, and even my 
own character, with levity, in order to be able to attack that 
of others with the less suspicion. "WTien I have anything to 
object to persons in power, they know very well that I use 
no sort of managements towards them, except those which 
every honest man owes to his own dignity. If I thought it 
necessary to bring the same charges against them into a 
more public discussion than that of the House of Commons, 
I should use exactly the same freedom, making myself, in 
the same manner, liable to all the consequences. You ob- 
serve very rightly, that no fair man can believe me to be the 
author of Junius. Such a supposition might tend, indeed, to 
raise the estimation of my powers of writing above their just 
value. ISiot one of my friends does, upon that flattering 
principle, give me for the writer ; and when my enemies en- 
deavour ti flx Junius upon me, it is not for the sake (d 
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giving me credit of an able performance. My friends I have 
satisfied ; — my enemies shall never have any direct satisfac- 
tion from me. The ministry, I am told, are convinced of my 
having written Jnnms, on the authority of a miserable book- 
seller’s preface, which I have read since I saw you, in which 
there are not three Imes of common truth or sense, and 
which defames me, if possible, with more falsehood and 
malignity, than the libellers whom they pay for that worthy 

S )se. This argument of theirs only serves to show how 
their malice is superior to their discernment. !For 
some years, and almost daily, they have been abusing me in 
the public papers; and (among other pretences for their 
scurrility) as being the author of the letters m question, I 
have never once condescended to take the least notice of 
them invecthes, or publicly to deny tbe fact upon which 
some of them vi ere grounded. At the same time, to you, or 
to any of my friends, I have been as ready as I ought to be, 
in disclaiming in the most precise terms, writings, that are 
as superior perhaps to my talents, as they are most certainly 
different m many essential points from my regards and my 
principles. I am, with the greatest truth and affection, 

My dear Sir, 

Tour most obedient and humble servant, 

Edm Burke. 

I only wait my brother’s arrival to pay my visit to 
Frognali. 


TO A PRUSSIAN G-ENTLEMAN. 

Sir, 1772. 

Permit me to return you my most sincere thanks for 
the honour of your very obliging letter. Nothing can be more 
polite than the offer of your correspondence, and nothino* 
more acceptable than your specimen of it, ° 

I hope you will not look on tbe long delay of my acknow- 
ledgments, as a proof that I want the fullest sense of the 
great favour I We received I owed you the best con- 
sidered and the best informed judgment I could make, on 
the question which you proposed The answ^er might affect 
your property, which you will give me leave to regard as a 
matter far from indifferent to me. After all, I am obliged 



XETTEBS. 


453 


to own to you that the more I have iLs:iuired, and the 
more I have reflected, the less capable I find myself of 
giving you any advice on which I can venture to confide. 
I have never had any concern in the funds of the East 
India Company, nor have taken any part whatsoever in 
its ajffairs, except when they came before me m the course 
of parliamentary proceedings. Of late years the inter- 
vention of the claims and powers of government, the 
magnitude of the possessions in the East, which have 
involved the concerns of the Company with the contentions 
of parties at home, and with the mass of the politics of Asia 
and Europe, together with many other particulars, have ren- 
dered all reasonings upon that stock a matter of more intri- 
cacy and delicacy than whilst the Company was restrained 
within the limits of a moderate commerce. However, one 
advantage has arisen from the magnitude of this object, and 
the discussions which have grown from its importance, that 
almost everything relative to it is become very public. The 
proceedings in parliament and in the India House have 
given as many lights to the foreign stockholders as to the 
inhabitants of this kingdom. Many persons on the conti- 
nent, as well as here, are more capable of giving you good 
information than I am ; I dare not risk an opinion, I am 
persuaded you will have the goodness to excuse a caution, 
which has its rise from my extreme tenderness towards your 
interest. 

With regard to general politics, yon judge very properly 
that we are more removed from them than yon are, who live 
in the centre of the political circle. However, though 
situated in the circumference, we have our share of concern 
and curiosity. I am happy to receive that information which I 
have no right to expect, and no ability to requite. My 
situation is very obscure and private, and I have scarce any- 
thing to do, but with the minute detail of our own internal eco- 
nomy. To this I confine myself entirely. As to the grand 
machine, I admire its effects, without being often able to 
comprehend its operations, or to discover its springs I look 
on these events as historical. The distance of place, and 
absence from management, operate as remoteness of time I 
am obliged to you for your account of his Prussian Majesty’s 
military arrangements, I make no doubt that a prince so 
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^ise and politic will improve his new acquisitions (for I am 
not to call them conquests) to the best advantage for his 
power and greatness. I agree no less mth your observation, 
that it was extremely fortunate the three great allied powers 
were able to find a fourth which was utterly unable to resist 
any one of them, and much less all united. If this circum- 
stance had not concurred with their earnest inclinations to pre- 
serve the public tranquillity, they might have been obliged to 
find a discharge for the superfluous strength of their pletho- 
ric habits in the destruction of the finest countries in Europe. 

One great branch of the alhanee has not been quite so fortun- 
ate. Eussia seems to me still to retain, though under Euro- 
pean forma and names, too much of the Asiatic spirit in its go- 
vernment and manners to he long well poised and secure within 
itself ; and without that advantage, nothing I apprehend can 
be done m a long struggle. Turkey is not prey, at least, for 
those whose motions are sometimes indeed precipitate, but 
seldom alert. The nature of the Turkish frontier provinces, 
an immense foss-ditch (if I may so call it) of desert, is a de- 
fence made indeed, in a great measure, at the expense of 
mankind, but still it is a great defence ; and the applicability, 
if not the extent, of the Turkish resources are much greater 
than those of^ their northern enemy. It is not now likely 
that my paradoxical wish should be answered, or that I 
should live to see thfe Turkish barbarism civilized by the 
Eussian. I don’t wish well to the former power Any 
people but the Turks, so seated as they are, would have been 
cultivated m three hundred years; but they grow more 
gross in the very native soil of civility and refinement. I 
was sorry for the late misfortunes of the Eussians ; but I 
did not 80 well know how much of it they owed to their own 
obstinacy. Misfortunes are natural and inevitable to those 
who refuse to take advantage of the king of Prussia’s lights 
and talents. Ton say that he was their Cassandra : if so, 
these people are inexcusable indeed ; surely nothing could 
be less remote than his predictions from the ravings of vir- 
gin simplicity. They were oracles directly from the very- 
tripod of Apollo. The rest of mankind do more justice to 
the heroic intellect, as well as to the other great qualities, of 
the king your master. 

Pray, dear sir, what is next? Thes 6 powers will con 
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tinue armed. Their arms must have employment. Poland 
was but a breakfast, and there are not many Polands to be 
found. "Where will they dine ? After all our love of tran- 
quillity, and all expedients to preserve it, alas, poor Peace ^ 

TO WILLIAM EUEQ-H, ESQ ^ 

Deae Sie, "Westminster, Pebruary 9, 1775. 

I beg you will not think that my delay in returning 
you the proof-sheet of your most ingenious and most obliging 
dedication could proceed from a want of the liveliest sen- 
sibility to the great honour you have done me. I now 
return the proof with my sincerest and most grateful ac- 
knowledgments. 

Some topics are touched in that dedication, on which I 
could wish to explain myself to you. I should have been 
glad to do it through Mr. Mason ; but to my great loss, on 
this and many other accounts, he left town suddenly. In- 
deed, at that time and ever since, the pressure of American 
business on one hand, and a petition against my election on 
the other, left me not a single minute at my disposal, and I 
have now little leisure enough to explain myself clearly on 
some points in that dedication, which I either misunderstand, 
or they go upon a misapprehension of some part of my pub- 
lic conduct ; for which reason I wish, if I might presume to 
interfere, that they may be a little altered. 

It is certain that I have, to the best of my power, sup- 
ported the establishment of the church, upon grounds and 
principles which I am happy to j&nd countenanced by your 
approbation. This you have been told ; but you have not 
heard that I supported also the petition of the dissenters, 
for a larger toleration than they enjoy at present under the 
letter of the act of King William. In fact, my opinion 
in favour of toleration goes far beyond the limits of that 
act, which was no more than a provision for certain sets 
of men, under certain circumstances, and by no means 
what is commonly called “an act of toleration.” I am 
greatly deceived, if my opinions on this subject are not 
consistent with the strictest and the best supported church 

^ Author of a sciiptural confutation of Mr. Lindsey’s Apology; 
cf fcn inquiry into the belief of the Christians of the iirst three centuries. 
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estal>lislirQeiit. I cannot consider our dissenters, of almost 
any kind, as scliismatics ; wkateYer some of their leaders 
might originally have been in the eye of Him, who alone 
knows whether they acted under the direction of such a 
conscience as they had, or at the instigation of pride and 
passion. There are many things amongst most of them 
which I rather dislike than dare to condemn, My ideas of 
toleration go far beyond even theirs. I would give a full 
civil protection, in which I include an immunity from all 
disturbance of their public religious worship, and a power of 
teaching in schools as well as temples, to J ews, Mahometans, 
and even Pagans ; especially if they are already possessed of 
those advantages by long and prescriptive usage, which is as 
sacred in this exercise of rights as in any other. Much 
more am I inclined to tolerate those whom I look upon as 
our brethren. I mean all those who profess our common 
hope, extending to all the reformed and unreformed churches, 
both at home and abroad ; in none of whom I find anythmg 
capitally amiss, but their mutual hatred of each other. I 
can never think any man a heretic, or schismatic, by educa^ 
tim. It must be, as I conceive, by an act m which his ovm 
choice (influenced by blameable passions) is more concerned 
than it can be by his early prejudices, and his being aggre- 
gated to bodies, for whom men naturally form a great degree 
of reverence and afleetion. This is my opinion, and my con- 
duct has been conformable to it. Another age will see it 
more general ; and I think that this general affection to 
religion will never introduce indifference, but will rather 
increase real zeal, Christian fervour, and pious emulation; 
that it will make a common cause against Epicurism, and 
everything that corrupts the mind and renders it unworthy 
of its family^ But toleration does not exclude national 
preference, either as to mode or opinions, and all the lawful 
and honest means which may be used for the support of that 
preference. 

I should be happy to converse with you, and such as you, 
on these subjects, and to unlearn my mistaken opinions, if 
such they should be; for, however erroneous, I believe 
there ri no evil ingredient in tbem. In looking over that 
dedication, if you should agree with me, that theie are some 
^ That is, — of its origin. 
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expressions that carry with them an idea of my pushing my 
ideas of church establishment further than 1 do, you will 
naturally soften or change them accordingly. I do not hnow 
very well how to excuse the great liberty I take, in troubling 
you with observations, -where I ought to speak only my ob- 
ligations. Ee assured, that I feel myself extremely honoured 
by your good opinion, and shall he made very happy by your 
friendship. 

I am with the greatest esteem, &c. 


TO THE MAEQITIS OE EOCKIlS-aHAM. 

My heae Loed, August 23, 1775, 

When I was last in town, I wrote a short letter, by 
Mr. Thesiger. But I opened all I had in my thoughts so 
fully to Lord John Cavendish, who was then setting out for 
the north, that I do not know whether it be necessary to 
trouble your lordship any further upon the unhappy subject 
of that Tetter and conversation. However, if I did not write 
something on that subject, I should he incapable of writing 
at all. It has, I confess, taken entire possession of my mind. 

We are, at length, actually involved in that war which your 
lordship, to your infinite honour, has made so many efforts 
to keep at a distance. It has come upon us m a maunr more 
disagreeable and unpromising than the most gloomy prog- 
nostic had ever foretold it. Tour lordship’s observation on 
the general temper of the nation at this crisis is certainly 
just. If any indication is to he taken from external appear- 
ances, the king is entirely satisfied with the present state of 
his government. His spirits at his levees, at the play, every - 
"where, seem to he remarkably good. His ministers, too, are 
perfectly at their ease. Most of them are amusing themselves 
in the country, while England is disfurnished of its forces in 
the face of armed Europe, and Gibraltar and Minorca are de- 
livered over to the custody of foreigners. Thev are at their 
ease relative to the only point which could give them anxiety, 
— they are assured of their places. 

As to the good people of England, they seem to partake 
every day, more and more, of the character of that adminis- 
tration which they have been induced to tolerate. I am satis* 
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fied, that -within a few years there has been a great change 
in the national character. "We seem no longer that eager, 
inquisitive, jealous, fiery people, which we have been formerly, 
and which we ha\e been a very short time ago. The people 
look back, without pleasure or indignation; and forward, 
without hope or fear. No man commends the measures 
which have been pursued, or expects any good from those 
which are in preparation , but it is a cold, languid opinion, 
like what men discover m affairs that do not concern them. 
It excites to no passion ; it prompts to no action. 

In all this state of things I find my observation and intel 
ligence perfectly agree with your lordship’s In one point, 
indeed, I have the misfortune to differ. I do not think that 
weeks, or even months, or years, -will bring tbe monarch, the 
ministers, or the people, to feeling. To bring the people to 
a feeling, such a feeling, I mean, as tends to amendment or 
alteration of system, there must he plan and management. 
All direction of public humour and opinion must originate in 
a few. Perhaps a good deal of that humour and opinion 
must be owing to such direction. Events supply materials ; 
times furnish dispositions ; but conduct alone can bring them 
to bear to any useful purpose I never yet knew an instance 
of any general temper in the nation, that might not have been 
tolerably w’ell traced to some particular persons. If things 
are left to themselves, it is my clear opinion that a nation 
may slide down fair and softly from the highest point of 
grandeur and prosperity to the lowest state of imbecility and 
meanness, without any one’s markmg a particular period in 
this declension, without asking a question about it, or in tbe 
least speculating on any of tbe innumerable acts which have 
stolen in this silent and insensible revolution. Every event 
80 prepares the subsequent, that, when it arrives, it* produces 
no surprise, nor any extraordinary alarm. I am certain that 
pains, great and immediate pains, are not taken to prevent 
it, such must be the fate of this country. "We look to the 
merchants in vain — ^they are gone from us, and from them- 
selves. They consider America as lost, and they look to 
administration for an indemnity. Hopes are accordingly 
held out to them, that some equivalent for their debts wiU 
be provided. In the mean time, the leading men among 
them are kept full fed with contracts, and remittances, and 
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jobs of all descriptions ; and they are indefatigable in tbeir 
endeavours to keep the. others quiet, with the prospect of 
their share in those emoluments, of which they see their ad- 
visers already so amply in possession. They all, or the great- 
est number of them, begin to snuff the cadaverous Tiaut gout 
of lucrative war. "War, indeed, is'become a sort of substitute 
for commerce. The freighting business never was so lively, 
on account of the prodigious taking up for transport service. 
Great orders for provisions and stores of all kinds, new cloth- 
ing for the troops and the intended six thousand Canadians, 
puts life into the woollen manufacture ; and a number of men 
of war, ordered to be equipped, has given a pretence for such 
a quantity of nails and other iron work, as to keep the midland 
parts tolerably quiet. All this, with the incredible increase 
of the northern market since the peace between Eussia and 
the Porte, keeps up the spirits of the mercantile world, and 
induces them to consider the American war, not so much 
their calamity, as their resource in an inevitable distress. 
This is the state of most, not of all the merchants. 

All this, however, would not be of so much consequence. 
The great evil and danger will be the full and decided en- 
gagement of parliament in this war. Then we shall be 
thoroughly dipped, and then there will he no way of getting 
out, hut by disgracing England, or enslaving America. In 
that state, ministry has a lease of power, as long as the war 
continues. The hinge between war and peace is, indeed, a 
dangerous juncture to ministers ; but a determined state of 
the one or the other is a pretty safe position. When their 
cause, however absurdly, is made the cause of the nation, the 
popular cry will be with them. The style will he, that their 
hands must he strengthened by an unreserved confidence. 
When thal cry is once raised, and raised it infallibly will he, 
if not prevented, the puny voice of reason will not be heard.- 
As sure as we have now an existence, if the meeting of par- 
liament should catch your lordship and your friends in an 
unprepared state, nothing but disgrace and rum can attend 
the cause you are at the head of. Parliament will plunge 
over head and ears. They will vote the war with every sup- 
ply of domestic and foreign force. They will pass an act of 
attainder they will lay their hands upon the press. The 
ministers will even procure addresses from those very mer- 
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chants, "vvho, last session, harassed them with petitions ; and 
then, — ^what is left for ns, bnt to spin out of our bowels, 
under the frowns of the court and the hisses of the people,, 
the little slender thread of a peevish and captious opposition, 
unworthy of our cause and ourselves, and without credit, 
concurrence, or populanty ib the nation ! 

I hope I am as little awed out of my senses by the fear of 
vulgar opinion, as most of my acquaintance. I think, on a 
ftir occasion, I could look it m the face ; but speaking of the 
prudential consideration, we know that all opposition is ab- 
solutely crippled, if it can obtain no kind of support without 
doors. If this should be found impracticable, I must revert 
to my old opinion, that much the most effectual and much 
the most honourable course is, without the obligation of a 
formal secession, to absent ourselves from parliament. My 
experience is worth nothing, if it has not made it as clear to 
me as the sun, that, m affairs like these, a feeble opposition 
IS the greatest service which can be done to ministry , and 
surely, if there be a state of decided disgrace, it is to add to 
the power of your enemies by every step you take to distress 
them. 

I am confident that your lordship considers my importu- 
nity with your usual goodness. Ton will not attribute my 
earnestness to any improper cause I shall, therefore, make 
no apology for urging, again and again, how necessary it is 
for your lordship and your great friends most seriously to 
take under immediate deliberation what you are to do in this 
crisis. Nothing like it has happened in your political life. 

I protest to Grod, I think that your reputation, your duty 
and the duty and honour of us ail, who profess your senti- 
meuts, from the highest to the low^est of us, demand at this 
time one honest, hearty effort, in order to avert 1:he heavy 
calamities that are impending; to keep our hands from 
blood, and, if possible, to keep the poor, giddy, thoughtless 
people of our country from plunging headlong into this im- 
pious war If the attempt is necessary, it is honourable. 
You will, at least, have the comfort that nothing has been 
left undone, on your pai;t, to prevent the w^orst mischief that 
can befall the public. Then, and not before, you may shake 
the dust from your feet, and leave the people and their 
leaders to their own conduct and fortune. 
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I see, indeed, many, many difficulties in tiie way ; but we 
have known as great* or greater, give way to a regular series 
of judicious and active exertions. This is no time for taking 
public business in their course and order, and only as a part 
in the scheme of life, which comes and goes at its proper 
periods, and is mixed in with occupations and amusements. 
It calls for the whole of the best of us ; and everything else, 
however just or even laudable at another time, ought to give 
way to this great, urgent, instant concern. Indeed, my dear 
lord, you are called upon in a very peculiar manner. Ame- 
rica is yours. You have saved it once, and you may very 
possibly save it again. The people of that country are worth 
preserving ; and preserving, if possible, to England I be- 
lieve your lordship remembers that last year or the year 
before, I am not sure which, you fixed your quarters for 
a while in London, and sent circular letters to your friends 
who were concerned m the business on which you came to 
town. It was on occasion of the Irish absentee-tax. Tour 
friends met, and the attempt was defeated It may be worth 
your lordship’s consideration, w'hether you ought not, as 
soon as possible, to draw your principal friends together. 
It may be then examined, whether a larger meeting might 
not be expedient, to see whether some plan could not be 
thought of for domg something in the counties and towns. 
The October meeting at !brewmarket wiU be too late in the 
year, and then the business of the meeting would take up 
too much time from the other. 

It might be objected to doing anything in this immature 
Condition of the public temper, that the interests of your 
lordship’s friends might suffer m making an attempt, which 
might be vigorously and rather generally opposed and coun- 
terworked.” On ordinary occasions this might be a matter of 
very serious consideration The risk ought to he propor- 
tioned to the object ; but this is no ordinary occasion. In 
the first place, I lay it down that the present state’ of oppo- 
sition 18 so bad, that the worst judged and most untimely 
exertions would only vary the mode of its utter dissolution. 
Such a state of things justifies every hazard. But, supposing 
our condition better, what is an interest cultivated for, but 
its aptness for public purposes ? And for what public pur- 
pose do gentlemen wait, that will be more worthy of the use 
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of all the interests they have ? I should certainly consider 
the affatT* as despemte, if your success in such an effort de- 
pended on anything like an unanimous concurrence in the 
natioh. But in times of trouble, this is impossible In such 
times, it is not necessary. A minority cannot make or carry 
on a war ; but a minority, well composed and acting steadily, 
may clog a war in such a manner, as to make it not very 
easy to proceed. When you once begin to show yourselves, 
many will be animated to join you, who are now faint and 
■uncertain. Xour adversaries will raise the spirit of your 
friends , and the very contest wdl excite that concern and 
curiosity in the nation, the want of which is now the worst 
part of the puhhc distemper. 

Lord John has ‘given your lordship an account of the 
scheme we talked over, for reviving the importance of the 
city of London, hy separatmg the sound from the rotten con- 
tract-hunting part ot the mercantile interest, uniting it with 
the corporation, and joming both to your lordship. There 
are now some facilities attending such a design Lord Chat- 
ham IS, m a manner, out of the question; and the court 
have lost, in him, a sure instrument of division m every 
puhhc contest. Baker was chiefly relied on for our mam 
part in tnis work. He was willmg to do his part ; hut, lo ! 
he is called away to another part, and if he is not yet mar- 
ried to Miss Conyers, he will in a very few days This puts 
us back. Hothing I believe can be done in it till the Duke 
of Portland comes to to'wn , and then we shall have a centre 
to turn upon. Hand, of Leeds, and some other friends, 
might feel the pulse of the people of Leeds and the adjacent 
country. Jack Lee would not let his assistance be wanting 
on such an occasion, and in such a cause ; but if Sir George 
Savile could be persuaded to come forward * * * 

**#%f=****# 

I must instantly set off for Bristol The enclosed will let 
your lordship see the necessity of it. The horrid expense of 
these expeditions would keep me at home ; hut that city is 
going headlong to the dust, through the manoeuvres of the 
court and of the Tory party; but principally through the 
absurd and paltry behaviour of my foohsh colleague. I shall 
bo there on the 28th for the assizes ; as appearing to go on 
a particular occasion, may give me an excuse for not con- 
tinuing long in that quarter. 
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I liave seen J D. and Penn. The former, I "believe, has 
s\iffered himself to be made a tool ; your lordship will soon 
see him. The latter is steady for America. His account of 
the determined spirit and resolution of the people there 
agrees with that which we have generally received. He 
brings a very decent and manly petition from the congress. 
It mentions no specific conditions, but, in general, it is for 
peace. Lord Chatham is the idol, as usual. I find by Penn 
that, in America, they have scarce any idea of the state of 
men and parties here, nor who are their friends or foes. To 
this he attributes much of their nonsense about the declara- 
tory act, 

J ust as T finished this sentence, the paper gives an account 
(to which I cannot help giving some credit) that a great 
battle IS fouglit near Boston, to the disadvantage of the un- 
happy Americans. Though this would add much to the 
difficulties of our present conduct, it makes no change in the 
necessity of doing something effectual before the meeting of 
parliament. 

Tour lordship will have the goodness to present, &e. <fec. 

Edm. Buree, 


TO JOHN EOUEKE, ESQ.^ 

Mt dear John, Beconsfield, Thursday, July 11, 1770. 

I do assure you that I do not want any of that un- 
critical friendhness and partiality which you ascribe to me, 
to induce me very much to like and admire what I ha\ e read 
in the G-azetteer this mornfiig The subject is very well 
handled ; the language remarkably neat and pure ; and I am 
sure the principles are honest and constitutional. I do not 
perhaps go all the length of thinking Mr. Wilkes’ promise 
quite a nullity. It is, I admit, never wise, perhaps not often 
justifiable, to make such engagements ; and eases may cer- 

^ A London merchant, descended from the same Norman stock as Mr 
Edmund Buike. The subject was probably the desertion of Wilkes by 
many of his foimer friends, on his contesting, for the second time, the 
office of chamberlain of the city oi London with Mr. Hopkms, who wa.« 
elected by a large majority. 



464 


LETTEES. 


tainly "be put where the merit will lie in breaking them. But, 
if they are made, they ought to be kept ; and the maker 
ought to have looked mto the propriety of making, and the 
possibility of keeping them, when he made such declara- 
tions. Such professors ought to be held tight to their 
promises, if it answered no other end than to make them 
cautious in deceiving the people. "When, in the issue, it 
may prove that some part of the deceit falls upon them- 
selves, it is proper to give them no sort of dispensation, and 
to allow them no kind of evasion. Our friend is perhaps 
too young to remember the origin of all this professing, 
promising, and testing; but he would laugh if he knew 
that the wolf is now howhng in the snare which he had 
originally laid for honest men. This traitor raised an 
outci7 among that mob who have now surrendered him over 
to his and their enemies, against all the honest part of the 
opposition, because they wmuld not join him and his asso- 
ciates, in disclaiming the fair objects of ambition or ac- 
commodation, whenever private honour or public principles 
admitted of them. We were put out of the question as 
patriots, stripped of all support from the multitude, and the 
alternative wildly and wickedly put between those who dis- 
claimed all employments, and the mere creatures of the 
court. They would hear of nobody else. So that nothing 
has happened, but what they have chosen and prepared 
Whenever they fail, the court must profit. I remember that 
the Shelburne faction acted just in the same manner ; until, 
having overloaded the stomachs of their adherents, they were 
vomited up wdth loathing and disgust. It was but a few 
months after Lord Shelburne had told me gratis, (for nothing 
led to it,) that the people (always meaning the common 
people of London) were never in the wrong, that he and all 
his friends were driven with scorn out of that city. How- 
ever, I admit, with our w'orthy friend, that the baseness and 
corruptness of Mr Oliver and the livery is not much the 
less for the villany of him w'hom they have abandoned the 
first moment he could hope to derive, from their protection, 
ease and comfort for his age. Let me wish my young friend, 
at his entrance into Hfe, to draw a useful lesson from the 
unprmcipled behaviour of a corrupt and licentious people: — ^ 
that is, never to sacrifice his principles to the hope of obtain- 
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mg taeir affections ; to regard and wasli them well, as a part 
of his fellow-creatures, whom his best instincts and his 
highest duties lead him to love and serve, hut to put as little 
trust in them as in princes Eor what inward resource has 
he, when turned out of courts or hissed out of town-halls, who 
has made their opinions the only standard of what is right, 
and their favour the sole means of his happiness ? I have 
heard as yet nothing about our future engagement. Possibly 
the servant I have sent to Lord Eockmgham may arrive 
before the post goes out. He is arrived, and I have no 
answer. Lord Hockingham was not in town. 

I am, with the best regards of all here. 

Dear Bourke, 

Ever affectionately yours, 

Ejdm. Btteee. 

Our love to the occasionalist, but not server of occasions. 

a'O THE EAEL OE HILLSBOEOHQ-H,^ AHD IiOED viscount 
STOEMONT, 

TWO OF HIS majesty’s PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE 

Charles Street, St. James’s Square, 

Mx Loeds, October 3, 1780. 

I think it the right and the duty of every subject of 
this kingdom to communicate to his Majesty’s ministers 
intelligence of every matter, hy which the king’s interest 
and honour, and that of the nation, are likely to be affected 

The chairman and deputy-chairman of the East India 
Company have come to a resolution of seizing upon, and 
delivering over to the discretion of their servants at Madras, 
the revenues of the king of Tanjore, — an ally of the Company, 
and, therefore, of the crown and nation of Great Britain, — 
in direct violation of a solemn treaty, by which the Company 

^ The Bail of Hillshorough, born about 1718, died Oct. 1793. At 
the accession of George the Third he was continued a Privy Councillor 
in both kingdoms; m 1763 was made first Commissioner of Trade and 
Plantations; m 1766 Joint Postmaster-General; in 1768 Secretary of 
State to the Colonies; and from 1779 to 1782 again Secretary of State 
He appears to have been the private and confidential fiiend and adviser 
of the king ; and Adolphus says that “when no longer Secretary of State 
to the Colonies, he continued to give his advice and assistance to the 
ministry, to whom his experience was of effectual service.” 

VOL. VIlI. 2 H 
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lias engaged tliat none of their servants shall intermeddle in 
the internal government of that prince. 

This very extraordinary and dangerous design, leading to 
a general waste and robbery of the only yet remaining native 
government, and the only flourishing country within the 
reach of our power in India, was carried through a very thin 
-court of directors. 

It was carried through the very day after the sitting of a 
general court of the East India Company, without the least 
communication to the body they act for ; and although that 
very general court had come to a resolution to take the whole 
of their affairs into consideration on so early a day as the 
sixth of November next. 

It was carried through in the absence of Lord North and 
both secretaries of the treasury, — though, upon representa- 
tions to his lordship, this business had been formerly stopped, 
and at a time when he is at so great a distance from town, as 
to make his interposition, or even any immediate application 
to him, utterly impracticable 

It was carried through immediately after Mr William 
Burke, one of the king of Tanj ore’s agents, had set off on a 
journey over-land, with a letter from Lord North, written 
by the order of lus Majesty, to whom the king of Tanjore 
had submitted his cause, and all his grievances ; and in the 
absence also of the Honourable Mr Waldegrave, joined in 
agency with Mr. Burke, who had before protested to the 
directors against that very predatory resolution, and desired 
to he heard agamst it ; the king of* Tanjore himself having 
then a regular complaint of grievances, and of extorting 
money in particular, before the Company. 

It was earned through in the recess of parliament, to 
which the said agents, in the last session, had prepared a 
petition ; which petition was consented to be withheld, solely 
on the directors putting a stop to their ungrateful design. 

It was carried through at a time when the very servants 
of the Company, to whom the kingdom of Tanjore is to be 
delivered, are under an inquiry of the court of the very 
directors who deliver it to them, on but too just a suspicion 
of peculation and other evil practices. 

And in order that no time should be allowed for the dis 
sftuting directors, proprietors, or agents, or even for the 
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adng’s ministers to interfere, they resolved not to wait for the 
ships which are to depart, but have prepared a person sud- 
denly to go off ovei^-land; so that if this design had not 
been providentially discovered, it was very possible that on 
the evening of the day on which the king of Tanjore was 
rejoicing on the receipt of a gracious letter from the king^s 
minister, written by his Majesty’s order, he might find his 
revenues forcibly seized on, in violation of the treaty, by an 
order of the directors, to the infinite scandal of the honour, 
justice, and policy of the British nation. 

It is necessary to lay a matter of this high and criminal 
nature, pursued in this extraordinary manner, before his 
Majesiy’s servants ; the crown claiming on the part of the 
public a right in the possessions and territorial revenues of 
the Company, and the time for renewal of the charter now 
approaching. 

I humbly venture to suggest, that it is incumbent on 
his Majesty’s ministers that so material a revolution, involv- 
ing the public faith and the obligation of treaties, together 
with the welfare of so great a part of the strength of Grreat 
Britain, should not he made but on the fullest and most im- 
partial consideration ; or that kings and kingdoms, and the 
lives and properties of millions of innocent people, should 
not he passed away, by obscure and collusive practices, be- 
tween any confederacies of men for their private interest 
and emolument, with much less ceremony than the family 
settlement of a cottage is made or altered. 

I make no apology for troubling your lordships with tbe 
notification of so dangerous a proceeding, knowing your de» 
sire of ohtaming information from every q^uarter, in any 
matter that relates to his Majesty’s service. On this well- 
grounded assurance, I am ready to wait on your lordships at 
any time you may be pleased to appoint, to lay before you, 
on the most authentic grounds, the futility and fraud of the 
pretence on which a violence of this extent is attempted by 
the Company’s servants in India, and thus privately, without 
hearing or notice, 'consented to by their servants here. 

I have the honoiir to be, with the greatest respect, my 
lords, Tour lordships’ most obedient and most 

humble Servant, 

Edm. Biteke. 


2 H 2 
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TO EE. BEITJAMIir EEAITKLIir. 

Dear Sib, . August, 1781. 

1 feel as an honest man and as a good citizen ought 
to feel, the calamities of the present unhappy war. The 
only part, however, of those calamities which personally 
affects myself is, that I have been obliged to discontinue my 
intercourse with you ; but that one misfortune I must con- 
sider as equivalent to many. I may, indeed, with great 
truth, assure you, that your friendship has always been an 
object of my ambition ; and that, if a high and very sincere 
esteem for your talents and virtues could give me a title to 
it, I am not wholly unworthy of that honour. I flatter 
myself that your belief m the reality of these sentiments 
will excuse the liberty I take, of laying before you a matter 
in which I have no small concern. The application I make 
originates wholly from myself, and has not been suggested to 
me by any person whatsoever. 

I have lately been informed with great certainty, and with 
no less surprise, that the congress have made an application 
for the return of my friend G-eneral Burgoyne to captivity 
m America, at a time when the exchange of almost all the 
rest of the convention officers has been completed. It is 
true that this requisition has been for the present with- 
drawn ; but then, it may be renewed at every instant ; and 
no arrangement has been made or proposed, which may pre- 
vent a thing on all accounts so very disagreeable, as to see 
the most opposite interests conspiring in the persecution of 
a mm, formed, by^ the unparalleled candour' and moderation 
of his mmd, to unite the most discordant parties in his favour. 

I own this proceeding of the congress fills me with astonish- 
ment. I am persuaded that some unusually artful manage- 
ment, or very unexampled delusion, has operated to produce 
an effect which cannot be accounted for on any of the ordi- 
nary principles of nature or of policy. 

I shall not enter mto the particulars of the convention 
under which this claim is made, nor into the construction of 
it, nor the execution. I am not, perhaps, capable of doing 
justice to the merits of the cause ; and if I were, I am not 
disposed to put them upon any ground of argument, because 
(whatever others might and .pcssibly ought to do) 1 am not 
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pleading a point of strict right, hut appealing to your known 
principles of honour and generosity, with the freedom and 
privileges of an old. friendship ; and as I suppose you per- 
fectly acquainted with the whole history of the extraordinary 
treatment G-eneral Eurgoyne has met with, I am resolved 
not to show so much distrust in so sound a memory and so 
good a judgment as yours, as to attempt to refresh the one 
or to lead the other. 

I am ready to admit that G-eneral Burgoyne has been and 
(as far as what is left him will suffer) is a very affectionate 
and a very jealous servant of the crown ; and that in America 
he acted as an officer of the king (so long as fortune favoured 
him) v^ith great abilities, and distinguished fidelity, activity, 
and spirit. You, my dear sir, who have made such astonish- 
ing exertions in the cause which you espouse, and are so 
deeply read in human nature and in human morals, know 
better than anybody, that men will and that sometimes they 
are bound to take very different views and measures of their 
duty from local and from professional situation ; and that we 
may all have equal merit in extremely different lines of con- 
duct. Ton know that others may deserve the whole of your 
admiration in a cause, in which your judgment leads you to 
oppose them. But whatever may he our opinions on. the 
origin of this fatal war, I assure you, General Burgoyne has 
the merit of never having driven it on with violence, or fos- 
tered or kept it alive hy any evil arts, or aggravated its na- 
tural mischiefs hy unnecessary rigour ; hut has behaved on 
all occasions with that temper which becomes a great military 
character, which loves nothing so well in the profession, as 
the means it so frequently furnishes of splendid acts of 
generosity and humanity. 

Tou have heard of the sacrifices he has made to his nice 
sense of honour on this side of the water — sacrifices far 
beyond the just demands of the principle to which they were 
made. This has been no advantage to the country where he 
was piqued to it. Shall America, too, call for sacrifices that 
are still more severe, and of full as little advantage to those 
who demand them ? I know the ngour of political necessity ; 
hut I see here as little of necessity, or even expedience, as 
of propriety. I know the respect that is due to aH public 
bodies ; hut none of them are exempt from mistake *, and the 
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most disrespectful thing that can he done towards them its 
to suppose them incapable of correcting an error. 

If I were not fully persuaded of your liberal and manly 
way of thinking, I should not presume, in the hostile situ- 
ation in which I stand, to make an application to you. ^ But 
in this piece of experimental philosophy I run no risk of 
offending you. I apply not to the ambassador of America, 
but to Dr. Frankhn, the philosopher, — the friend and the 
lover of his species. In that light, whatever colour politics 
may take/ 

I shall ever have the honour to be, 

Dear Sir, &e. &c. 

Edm. Bukke. 


TO PHILIP PEAHCIS, ESQ. 

My LEAH SiE, Gerard Street, Eebruary 20, 1790. 

I sat up rather late at Carlton House, and on my re- 
turn hither I found your letter on my table. I have no 

^ Franklia replied to this letter as follows — 

SiE, Passy, October 15, 1781. 

I received but a few days ago your very friendly letter of August 
last, on the subject of General Burgoyne. 

Since the foolish pait of mankind will make wars fiom time to lime 
with each other, not having sense enough otherwise to settle their diifer- 
ences, it certainly becomes the wiser part, who cannot prevent these wars, 
to alleviate as much as possible the calamities attending them. 

Mr- Burke always stood high in my esteem ; his afiectionate concern 
for his friend renders him still more amiable, and makes the honour he 
does me in admitting me of the number still more precious 

I do not think the congress have any wish to persecute General Bnr- 
goyne. I never heaid till I received your letter that they had lecalled 
him. If they have made such a resolution, it must be, I suppose, a con- 
ditional one , — to take place in case then* offer of exchanging him for Mr. 
Laurens should not be accepted — a resolution intended to enforce that 
offer. 

I have just received an authentic copy of the resolve containing that 
offer, and authorizmg me to make it. As I have no communication with 
your m misteis, I send it enclosed to you. If you can find any means of 
negotiating this business, I am sure the restoring another worthy man to 
hisji family and friends will be an addition to your pleasure. 

With great and invariable respect and affection, 

I am. Sir, 

Your most humble and most obedient Servant, 

B. Frankuk 
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slept since. You will, therefore, excuse me if you fin! any- 
thing confused, or otherwise expressed than I could wish, in 
speaking upon a matter which interests you from your regard 
to me. There are some things m your letter for which I 
must thank you ; there are ot^hers which I must answer , — 
some things bear the mark of friendly admonition ; others 
bear some resemblance to the tone of accusation. 

You are the only friend I have who wull dare to give me 
advice ; I must, therefore, have something terrible in me, 
which intimidates all others who know me from giving me 
the only unequivocal mark of their regard. Whatever this 
rough and menacing manner may be, I must search myself 
upon it; and when 1 discover it, old as I am, I must endea- 
vour to correct it. I flattered myself, however, that you at 
least would not have thought my other friends justined in 
withholding from me their services of this kind. You cer- 
tainly do not always convey to me your opinions with the 
greatest tenderness and management ; and yet I do not re- 
collect, smce I first had the pleasure of your acquaintance, 
that there has been a heat or a coolness of a single day’s 
duration, on my side, during that whole time. I helieve 
your memory cannot present to you an instance of it I ill 
deserve friends, if I throw them away on account of the can- 
dour and simplicity of their good nature In particular you 
know, that you have in some instances favoured me with 
your instructions relative to things I was preparing for the 
public. If I did not in every instance agree with you, I 
think you had, on the whole, sufficient proofs of my docility, 
to make you believe that I received your corrections, not 
only without offence, but with no small degree of gratitude. 

Your remarks upon the first two sheets of my Paris letter 
relate to the composition and the matter. The composition, 
you say, is loose, and I am quite sure of it : — I never intended 
it should be otherwise. Por, purporting to be, what in truth 
it originally was — a letter to a friend, I had no idea of di- 
gesting it in a systematic order. The style is open to cor- 
rection, and wants it. My natural style of writing is some- 
what careless, and I should he happy in receiving your advice 
towards making it as little vicious as such a style is capable 
of being made. The general character and colour of a style, 
which grows out of the writer’s peculiar turn of mind and 
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aabit of expressing Ms tkouglits, must be attended to in all 
corrections. It is not the insertion of a piece of stuff, though 
of a better kind, which is at all times an improyement. 

Your mam objections are, however, of a much deeper na- 
ture, and go to the political opinions and moral sentiments 
of the piece ; in which I find, though with no sort of sur- 
prise, having often talked with you on the subject, — that we 
differ only m everythmg. You say, “ the mischief you are 
going to do yourself is to my apprehension palpable ; I snuff 
it in the wind, and my taste sickens at it ” This anticipated 
stench, that turns your stomach at such a distance, must be 
nauseous indeed. You seem to think I shah mcur great 
(and not wholly undeserved) infamy, by this pubhcation. 
This makes it a matter of some dehcaey to me, to suppress 
what I have WTitten ; for I must admit in my own feelings, 
and in that of those who have seen the piece, that my senti- 
ments and opinions deserve the infamy with which they are 
threatened. If they do not, I know nothmg more than that 
I oppose the prejudices and inclmations of many people. 
This I was well aware of from the beginning ; and it was in 
order to oppose those iuelinations and prejudices that I pro- 
posed to publish my letter. I really am perfectly astonished 
now you could dream, with my paper in your hand, that I 
found no other cause than the beauty of the queen of Prance 
(now, I suppose, pretty much faded) for disapproving the 
conduct which has been held towards her, and for expressing 
my own particular feelings. I am not to order the natural 
sympathies of my own heart, and of every honest breast, to 
wait until all the jokes of all the anecdotes of the coffee- 
houses of Pans, and of the dissenting meetmg-houses of Lon- 
don, are scoured of all the slander of those who calumniate 
persons, that afterwards they may murder them with im- 
punity. I know nothmg of your story of Messalina. Am I 
obhged to prove juridically the virtues of all those I shall see 
suffermg every kind of wrong, and contumely, and risk of 
liie, before I endeavour to mterest others in their sufferings, 
—and before I endeavour to excite horror against midnidit 
assassins at hack-stairs, and their more wicked abettors xn 
pulpits ? What !— Are not high rank, great splendour of 
descent, great personal elegance and outward accomplish- 
ments, mgredients of moment in forming the interest we take 
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in tbe misfortunes of men ? The minds of those who do not 
feel thus are not even systematicallj right. “What’s He- 
cuba to him, or he to Hecuba, that he should weep for her ? ” 
— Why, — because she was Hecuba, the queen of Troy, — the 
wife of Priam, — and suffered, m the close of life, a thousand 
calamities ! I felt too for Hecuba, when I read the fine 
tragedy of Euripides upon her story ; and I never mquired 
into the anecdotes of the court or city of Troy, before 1 gave 
way to the sentiments which the author wished to inspire ; — 
nor do 1 remember that he ever said one word of her virtue. 
It IS for those who applaud or palliate assassmation, regicide, 
and base insult to women of illustrious place, to prove the 
crimes (in^ suffermgs) which they allege, to justify their own. 
But if they have proved fornication on any such woman, — 
taking the manners of the world, and the manners of Prance, 
— I shall never put it in a parallel with assassination ! — N o : I 
have no such inverted scale of faults, in my heart or my head. 

You fi.nd it perfectly ridiculous, and unfit for me in par- 
ticular, to take these thmgs as my ingredients of commisera- 
tion. Pray why is it absurd in me to thmk, that the chival- 
rous spirit which dictated a veneration for women of condition 
and of beauty, without any consideration whatever of enjoy- 
ing them, was the great source of those manners' which have 
been the pride and ornament of Europe for so many ages ? 
And am I not to lament that I have lived to see those man- 
ners extinguished in so shocking a manner, by means of 
speculations of finance, and the false science of a sordid and 
degenerate philosophy ? I tell you again, — that the recol- 
lection of the manner in which I saw the queen of Prance, 
in the year 1774, and the contrast between that brilliancy, 
splendour, and beauty, with the prostrate homage of a nation 
to her, — and the abominable scene of 1789, which I was de- 
scribing, — did draw tears from me and wetted my paper. 
These tears came agam into my eyes, almost as often as I 
looked at the description ; — ^they may again. You do not 
believe this fact, nor that these are my real feelings ; but that 
the whole is affected, or, as you express it, downright foppery. 
My friend, — tell you it is truth ; and that it is true, and 
will be truth, when you and I are no more , and will exist 

^ The MS. of this letter is not the original, and probably there ha*: 
been some error m copying theso words 
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fis long as men with their natural feelings shall exist. I 
shall say no more on this foppery of mine. Oh > by the way, 
yon ask me how long I have been an admirer of German 
ladies? Always the same. Present me the idea of such 
massacres about any German lady here, and such attempts 
to assassinate her, and such a triumphant procession jBrom 
"Windsor to the Old Jewry, and I assure you, I shall be quite 
as full of natural concern and just indignation. 

As to the other points, they deserve serious consideration, 
and they shall have it, I certainly cannot profit quite so 
much by your assistance as if we agreed. In that case, every 
correction wmuld be forwardmg the design We should work 
with one common view But it is impossible that any man 
can correct a work according to its true spirit, who is opposed 
to its object, or can help the expression of what he thinks 
should not be expressed at all. 

I should agree with you about the vileness of the contro- 
versy with such miscreants as the “ Eevolution Society ” and 
the “jS*ational Assembly;” and I know very well that they, 
as well as their allies, the Indian delmquents, will darken the 
air wuth their airows But I do not yet think they have the 
advowson of reputation. I shall try that point. My dear 
sir, you think of nothmg but controversies , “ I challenge 
into the field of battle, and retire defeated, &c ” If their 
having the last word be a defeat, they most assuredly will 
defeat me. But I intend no controversy with Dr. Price, or 
Lord Shdburne, or any other of their sek I mean to set m 
full new the danger from their wicked prmciples and their 
black hearts. I intend to state the true principles of our 
constitution m church and state, upon grounds opposite to 
theirs. If any one be the better for the example made of 
them, and for this exposition, well and good. I mean to do 

best to expose them to the hatred, ridicule, and contempt 
of the whole world , as I always shall expose such calumni- 
ators, hjrpocrites, sowers of sedition, and approvers of murder 
and all its triumphs When I have done that, they may have 
the field to themselves , and I care very little how they tn- 
ampn over me, smce I hope they will not be able to draw 
me at their heels, and carry my head in triumph on their 
poles. 

I have been inteiTupted, and have said enough. Adieu ? 
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believe me always sensible of your fiiendsbip ; tbougb it is 
impossible that a greater difference can exist on earth than, 
unfortunately for me, there is on those subjects, between 
youh sentiments and mine. 

Edm. Btjeke. 


TO CAPTAIK WOODEOED.^ 

SiE, Duke Street, St. James’s, Eebruary 11th, 1791. 

I must beg your favourable interpretation of my long 
silence. I have really been engaged in business which has 
occupied my whole mind, and made me somewhat negligent 
in the attentions which are most justly due from me. 
Amongst these I must reckon what I owe to you, for your 
communication of the sentiments of the Abb^ Maury, and 
for the very polite and cfcHging manner in which you have 
made that commumeation. 

I have to thank you for the excellent speeches of the 
Abb^, which, until your goodness furnished me with them, 
I had never read. I had never before seen anything of his, 
which could furnish a proper idea of his manner of treating 
a subject I had seen mm only in detached pieces ; and 
sometimes, I apprehend, under the disadvantage of a repre- 
sentation of his enemies. Even m that form, I thought I 
perceived the traces of a superior mmd. The pieces which 
you have been so kind to put in my hands have more than 
justified the ideas I had formed of him from reputation. I 
find there a bold, manly, commanding, haughty tone of elo- 
quence, free and rapid, and full of resources ; but admiring 
as I do his eloquence, I admire much more his 'unwearied 
perseverance, his invincible constancy, his firm intrepidity, 
his undaunted courage, and his noble defiance of vulgar 
opinion and popular clamour. These are real foundations of 
glory "Whenever he shall get rid of the dangers of his in- 
violability, and shall wish relax in the ease and free inter- 
course of this land of slavery (in which he has nothing to 
dread from a committee of researches, or the excellent lawn 
of lese-nation) , he shall, with a very sincere and open heart, 
receive from me the accolade cTievaleresque, which he conde- 

1 Captain Woodford, probably, had lately just returned from Pans. 
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scends to desire ; for he has acquitted himself en preiiz che^ 
valieTj and as a Taliant champion m the cause of honour, 
virtue, and noble sentiments, — m the cause of his king and 
his country, — in the cause of law, religion, and liberty Be 
pleased only to express my sorrow, that the mediocrity of my 
situation, and the very bad Brench which I speak, will neither 
of them suffer me to entertain him with the distmction I should 
wish to show him. I will do the best I can. 1 have had the 
Count de l^Iirabeau m my house ; will he submit afterwards 
to enter under the same roof ? I wiU have it purified and 
expiated, and I shall look mto the best formulas from the 
time of Homer downwards, for that purpose. I will do 
everythmg but imitate the Spaniard, who burned his house 
because tfe Connetable de Bourbon had been lodged in it. 
That ceremony is too expensive for my finances. Anything 
else I shall readily submit to for its purification ; for I am 
extremely supersUtious, and tbmk bis coming mto it was of 
evil augury ; worse, a great deal, than the crows, which the 
Ahbe -^1 find continually flying about me. It is his having 
been in so many prisons m France that. has proved so omin- 
ous to them all. Let the Hall of the National Assembly 
look to itself, and take means of averting the same ill aus- 
pices that threaten it They are a fine nation that send their 
monarchs to prison, and take their successors from the jails ' 
The birth of such monsters has made me as superstitious as 
Livy A friend of mme, just come from Pans, tells me he 
was present when the Count de Mirabeau — I beg his par- 
don,— Mr. Eiequetti,! thought proper to entertain the assem- 
bly with his opimon of me. I only answer him by referrmg 
him to the woeld’s opinion of Jivm. I have the happiness 
not to he disapproved by my sovereign. I can bear the 
frowns of Eicquetti the First, who is theirs. I am safe under 
the British laws. I do n't mtend to put myself in the way 
of his inquisition, or of his lanterne; which I consider as 
much more dangerous to honest men, though not to him 
than the Bastile was formerly If t were to go to France I 
should think the government of Louis the Sixteenth much 
more favourable to liberty than that of their present kina’ 
Eicqustti the First. In one thing, indeed, I find him! 

fievotehlrd m pSLT' 
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though he was a bad subject, to me at least a kind soyereign ; 
since, in speaking of me, he has done it in the only way 
which could contribute either to my satisfaction or reputa- 
tion. To be the subject of M. Eicquetti’s invectives and of 
Abb4 Maury’s approbation at the same time, is an honour to 
which little can be added. Mirabeau, in his jail, would be 
an object of my pity ; on his throne (which, by the sport of 
fortune, may be the reward of what commonly leads to what 
I do n’t choose to name) he is the object of my disdain. 
Eor vice is never so odious, and to rational eyes never so 
contemptible, as when it usurps and disgraces the natural 
place of virtue ; and virtue is never more amiable to all who 
have a true taste for beauty, than when she is naked, and 
stripped of all the borrowed ornaments of fortune. Mons. 
Cazales and Abb6 Maury have derived advantages to their 
fame from their disasters, which they never could have had 
from the most prosperous event of their conflicts ; which, 
however, I wish may come in the end, not for their own 
sakes, but for the benefit of mankind. 

I have the honour to be, <fec. 

Edm B 


TO LOBE 

Beconsfield, August 18th, 1792. 

I DO not know whether I can perfectly justify myself 
in venturing to trouble your lordship, in my imperfect state 
of knowledge, with any suggestions of mine. But I trust, 
that however weak you may find my notions, you wiU believe 
that they are formed with general good intentions, and that 
they are laid before you vdth all possible respect to yourself 
and to your colleagues, and with real good wishes for what- 
ever may contribute to your reputation in the conduct of the 
king’s business. 

The late shocking, though long expected, event at Paris, 
has rendered, in my opimon, every step that shaE be taken 
with regard to Prance, at this conjuncture, extremely de- 
licate. 

The part of a neutral power is, in itself, delicate ; but par- 
ticularly so in a case in which it is impossible to suppose 
that, in this neutrality, there should not be some lurking 
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wisli in favour of one of tlie parties in the contest. The con- 
duct of such a power will he looked up to with hope and fear 
during the contention. Everything which such a power 
says or does, vrill he construed hy an application to the cir- 
cumstances. 

The present circumstances are an attack upon the king of 
Erance’s palace ; the murder of all who were found in it ; 
the imprisonment of the king ; his suspension, stated hy the 
faction itself as a deposition ; acts of violence which have 
obliged the majority of the national assembly to absent 
themselves from their fanctions ; add to these, the intention, 
not in the least ambiguous, of bringing the king and queen 
to a trial ; the resolution expressed hy many of putting them 
to death, with or without that formality. The effect of these 
things, from their very nature, and from the nature of men, 
as well as from the principle on which they are done, at a 
time when theories are rashly formed, and readily pass from 
speculation into practice, and when ill examples, at all times 
apt to infect, are so unusually contagious, it is unnecessary 
for me to state to one of your lordship’s sagacity and pene- 
tration. 

This last revolution, whatever name it may assume, at 
present hears no one character of a national act. It is 
the act only of some desperate persons, mhabitants of 
one city only, instigating and hiring at an enormous ex- 
pense the lowest of the people, to destroy the monarch 
and the _monarchy, with ivhatever else is respectable in so- 
ciety J?Vot one officer of the national guards of Pans, which 
officers are composed of nothing higher than good tradesmen, 
has appeared in this business. It is not yet adopted through- 
out Prance hy any one class of people. No regular govern- 
ment of any country has yet an object with which they can 
decently treat in Prance, or to which they can rationally 
make any offii.cial declaration whatsoever. 

In such a state of things, to address the present heads of the 
insurrection, put hy them into the nominal administrative 
departments of state office, is to give a direct sanction to 
their authority on the part of the court of Great Britain. 
To this time, the king of Prance’s name has appeared to 
every public act and instrument , and all office transactions 
to our court, and to every other foreign court, have appear- 
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ed in their usual form. If we pleased, it was in our power 
to shut our eyes to everything else; but this is now no 
longer possible, I should, therefore, heg leave to submit it 
to consideration, whether to recognise the leaders in the late 
murderous insurrection as the actual governors of Prance 
is not, at best, a little premature. Perhaps it may be a 
doubt, as a matter of sound policy, whether more would not 
be lost by this hasty recognition on the side of the great, 
settled, and acknowledged powers, than we can hope to gam 
by pressing to pay our court to this, at best, unformed and 
embryo potentate. I take it for granted, that it wiU not be 
easy for Lord G-ower ^ to continue in his present situation. 
If it were even thought for the dignity of this crown, no 
man of honour and spirit would submit to it. It is a sacri- 
fice too great to be made, of all generous and noble feeling. 
I should humbly propose it for consideration, whether, on 
his retreat, great reserve ought not to be used with regard 
to any deolaraiion. If any person standing in the place of a 
minister should apply to him for an explanation, he ought, in 
my poor opinion, to be absolutely silent. But if that should 
not be thought the best course, he might say that he had 
had leave to return on his private affaus. The king of Spain 
has no mmister at Paris, yet his neutrality has hitherto been 
complete. The neutrality of this court has already been 
more than once declared. At this moment^ any over-prompt 
and affected new declaration on that subject, made to the 
persons who have lately vaulted mto the seat of government, 
after committing so many atrocious acts, and threatening 
more, would have all the force and effect of a declaration in 
their favour. Although it should be covered with mollifying 
expressions with regard to the king’s personal safety (which 
will be considered as nothing but a sacrifice to decorum and 
ceremony, and as mere wmids of course), it will appear to 
the Jacobin faction as a direct recommendation to their medi~ 
fated act of regicide ; knowing, as the world does, their dis- 
positions, their menaces, their preparations, and the whole 
tram of the existmg circumstances. In that case, to say, 
“ I hope you mean no ill, and I recommend it to you to do 
no ill, but do what you please, you have nothing to fear from 


At this tune our ambassador at Pans. 
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me,” would be plainly to caU upon them to proceed to any 
lengths their wickedness might carry them. 

It is a great doubt with me, whether a declaration to this 
new power, a creature almost literally of yesterday, and a 
creature of treasonable and murderous riot of the lowest 
people in one city, is not a substantial breach of the neutral- 
ity promised to the power to whom originally the neutrality 
was assured, on the interposition of foreign powers ; namely, to 
the most Christian king. To take the first opportunity, with 
the most extraordinary haste, to remove all fears from the 
minds of his assassins, is tantamount to taking a part against 
him. Much I fear, that though nothing could be more re- 
mote from the intention of this court, yet if such a de- 
claration were made, and if the act of atrocity apprehended 
should actually take place, we shall be considered as ready 
accomplices in it, and a sort of accessaries before the fact ; 
particularly when no declaration on the part of our court has 
been called for by the new power, and that, as yet, they 
have no minister at this court. If the step of the recall cif 
our minister (supposing such a step in contemplation) should 
produce any fears in them, I see no use in removing those 
fears On our part, the navy of Prance is not so formidable 
that I think we have any just ground of apprehension that 
she will make war upon us. It is not the enmity, hut the 
friendship of Prance that is truly terrible. Her intercourse, 
her example, the spread of her doctrines, are the most dread- 
ful of her arms. 

I do not see what a nation loses in reputation or in safety, 
by keeping its conduct in its own power I think such a 
state of freedom in the use of a moral and political reserve 
in such unheard-of circumstances can he well justified to 
any sovereign abroad, or to any person or party at home. I 
perceive that much pains are taken by the Jacobins of Eng- 
land to propagate a notion, that one state has not a right to 
interfere according to its discretion in the interior affairs of 
another. This strange notion can only he supported by a 
confusion of ideas, and by not distinguishing the case of re- 
bellion and sedition in a neighbouring country, and taking a 
part in the divisions of a country when they do prevail, and 
are actually formed. In the first case there is undoubtedly 
more difficulty than in the second, in which there is clearly 
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IjlO difficulty at all. To interfere in such dissensions requires 
great prudence and circumspection, and a serious attention 
to justice, and to the policy of one’s own country, as well as 
to that of Europe. Eut an abstract principle of public law, 
forbidding such interference, is not supported by the reason 
of that law, nor by the authorities on the subject, nor by the 
practice of this kingdom, nor by that of any civilized nation 
in the world. This nation owes its laws and liberties, bis 
Majesty owes the throne on which he sits, to the contrary 
principle. The several treaties of guarantee to the Protest- 
ant succession, more than once reclaimed, affirm the principle 
of interference, which in a manner forms the basis of the 
public law in Europe. A more mischievous idea cannot ex- 
ist, than that any degree of wickedness, violence, and op- 
pression may prevail m a country, that the most abomin- 
able, murderous, and exterminating rebellions may rage in 
it, or the most atrocious and bloody tyranny may domineer, 
and that no neighbouring power can take cognizance of either, 
or afford succour to the miserable sufferers. 

I trust your lordship will have the goodness to excuse 
the freedom taken by an old member of parliament. The 
habits of the House of Commons teach a liberty, perhaps 
improper, with regard to office. Eut be assured, there is 
nothing m mine that has the smallest mixture of hostility ; 
and it will, I trust, appear that my motives are candid and 
friendly, if ever this affair should come into* discussion in the 
House of Commons, and I should feel myself called on to 
deliver my opinions If I were, as formerly I have been, in 
systematic opposition (most assuredly I am not so now), I 
bad much rather, according to my practice in more instances * 
than one, respectfully to state a doubt to ministers whilst a 
measure is depending, than to reproach them afterwards with 
its consequences in my place. What I write will, I hope, at 
worst, be thought the intrusion of an importunate friend. I 
am thoroughly convinced that the faction of the English Ja- 
cobins, thongh a little under a cloud for tbe present, is 
neither destroyed nor disheartened. The fire is still alive 
under the ashes. Every encouragement, direct or indirect, 
given to their brethren in Eranee stirs and animates the 
embers. So sure as we have an existence, if these things 
should go on in Eranee, as go on they may, so sure it is that 

VOL VIII 2 » 
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m the ripeness of their time, the same tragedies will be acted 
in ^England. Carra, and Condorcet, and Santerre, and 
Mairaei, and Petion, and their brethren the Priestleys, the 
Coopers, and the Watts — the deputies of the body of the 
dissenters and others at Manchester, who embraced Carra in 
the midst of the Jacobin club , — ^the revolution-society that 
received Petion in London ; — the w'hole race of the affiliated, 
who are numerous and powerful, whose principles, disposi- 
tions, and wishes are the very same, are as closely connected 
as ever ; and they do not fail to mark and to use everything 
that shows a remissness, or any equivocal appearance, in go- 
vernment, to their advantage. I conceive that the Duke 
of Brunswick is as much fighting the battle of the crown of 
England as the Duke of Cumberland did at Culloden. I 
conceive that any unnecessary declarations on our part will 
be to him, and to those who are disposed to put a bound to 
the empire of anarchy and assassination, a signal discourage- 
ment. The cause of my dread, and perhaps over-oflicious, 
anxiety at this time, has arisen from what (you will have 
the goodness to pardon me) I thought rather too much readi* 
ness to declare on other occasions Perhaps I talk of a thing 
2iot at all in contemplation. If no thoughts of the kind 
have been entertained, your lordship will be pleased to con- 
sider this as waste paper. It is, at any rate, but as a hint to 
yourself, and requires no answer. 

I have the honour to be, &g. &c. 

Edm. Btteee. 


TO MBS. CEEWE.^ 

Mx DEAE Madam, date. Probably the end of 1794. 

Mrs. Burke has shown me what you have written 
about the conversations which came to your ears relative to 
the allowance which the committee makes to the Erench 
clergy. To he sure, those who go about begging must ex- 
pect to hear, and they ought patiently to bear, a great many 
churlish things. One object to many people,' either in giving 
or refusing, is to exercise a sort of power. It is a sort of 

‘ Wife of John Crewe, Esq., many years M P. for Cheshire, and 
raised to the peerage m 1806. Her portrait was painted by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, and will be found m the 2nd vol. of his engraved Works. 
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purchase of their heneTolenee, to let them indulge them^ 
selves in a sort of dominion. I really am in doubt whether 
it answers any purpose to give to many of this description 
any answer ; for what they say is not from doubt that aims 
at being satisfied, but from sheer ill-nature and perverseness, 
and to prevent other people from doing the good which they 
are unwiUmg to do themselves. Who told them that Mr. 
Wilmot and his committee allow a farthmg more than is ab- 
solutely necessary ? Who told them that they who live in 
London are not the best judges of what will maintain a man 
there ? Who told them that these unfortunate victims of 
our common cause live m luxury ? Who told them that it 
is not more difficult for them to be persuaded to receive the 
most scanty measure of their necessities, than to persuade 
the committee to give it? We know that the chanty of 
many people is so closely connected with the idea of sturdy 
beggars, vagrants, and thieves, that they can hardly separate 
from them the objects of benevolence m their own minds. 
The first process in their scheme of humanity is the hatred 
and contempt of those who are to profit by it. In their idea 
of relief, there is always included something of punishment 
But we must pass them. I trust that many will be still 
found of a pure and unmixed good-nature, which many have 
shown, and which you show abundantly. What is enough f 
It is a word of large import with regard to ourselves, — ^very 
limited with regard to others. However, if there be any 
benevolent people that are entangled with these objections, 
you will bid them consider what a footman’s board wages is 
in London, who has his master’s house to lodge in, and has 
his firing, and candle-light, and clothmg found. To be sure 
if we could collect the whole mto one house, as is the case 
of about 600 that are collected at Winchester, they might 
be in London, as these are at Winchester, maintained for 
less money. But to build and furnish a house in London, 
capable^! containing 1500, or mdeed half the number, would 
exhaust more money than we have The same objection 
would be to the hiring and furnishing of several houses. It 
was on full consideration that the committee fixed this allow- 
ance. At first it was not sufficient, and on a calculation 
which I myself presented to the committee, it was raised to 
thirteen shillmgs ; but as these worthy and d%scontented peo- 
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pie began to know a little better the ways of the town, and 
in what maimer they might pack four or five together in a 
miserable room, in which they might cook their victuals in 
common, they themselves proposed the reduction. How 
they made it answer, I know not ; hut I am sure that, m 
London, the committee, if they imdertook the matter, could 
not maintam them at a much larger price. As to clothing, 
except for a few, who were at first in a manner stripped 
naked, no provision has been made. The manner of living 
of common soldiers is in the eye of these objectors ; but they 
forget that, m quarters, the inn-keepers are obliged to find 
for the soldiers lodging, fire, candle-light, small-beer, salt, 
and vinegar, gratis These are large helps. Then the eco- 
nomical discipline of the army is itself a help, which in no 
part of civil life can be bad. Some of tbe clergy cut off two 
or three of their scanty meals in a week to clothe themselves. 
At^ 'Winchester, Lady Eockingham has given 600 flannel 
waistcoats, besides furnishing something towards the em- 
ployment of those who can earn somethmg by trades. The 
people at large, and individuals, have done much. I hope 
they will not be tired of doing good to these refugees, in 
whom they may contemplate at their ease what their own 
situation would infallibly have been, had our English Jaeo- 
hms succeeded, with this unhappy difference against us, 
that the Trench Jacobins would not have left us a place of 
retreat. Adieu ^ my dear madam. Grod bless you, and give 
success to your design ! 

Yours ever, 

Edm. Burke. 

Hannah More, by all means. There is a book published 
b V Abbe Baruel, which contains the most ample account of 
this persecution which has appeared; I believe perfectly to 
be depended upon. Matters have come to my knowledge 
which convince me that he falls short rather than ^exceeds 
It 18 caU^ “ Histoire du Clerge pendant la Eevolution Eran- 
joise. Tour hookseUer can get it. William Burke has 
taken to town Brissot’s book. Cazal^s presents bis devoirs, 

I pity, from my soul, those Trench, who neither know how 
ml afflicted at any good news on our part. 

The best wishes of all here to Mr. Crewe. 
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TO RET. BE. HrSSEY. 

Mt bear Sir, Becoasfield, May 18, 1795. 

I don’t know exactly wky I am so unwilling to 
write by the post. I have bttle to say that might not be 
known to the world ; at the same time, there is something 
unpleasant in talking the confidential language of friendship 
in the public theatre. It is still worse to put it into the 
power of any one to make unfaithful representations of it, or 
to make it the subject of malicious comments. I thank you 
for your letter ; it is full of that good sense and good tem- 
per, as well as of that fortitude, which are natural to you. 
Since persons of so much greater authority than I am, and of 
so much better judgment, are of opmion you ought to stay, 
it was clearly right for you to remain at all risks. Indeed, 
if it could be done with tolerable safety, I wished you to 
watch over the cradle of those seminaries, on which the fu- 
ture weal or woe of Ireland essentially depends. Ifor you, I 
dread the revolutionary tribunal of Drogheda. Dor the coun- 
try, if some proper mode of education is not adopted, I trem- 
ble for the spread of atheism amongst the Catholics. I do 
not like the style of the meeting ^ in Drancis Street. The 
tone was wholly Jacobimcal. In parliament, the language of 
your friends (one only excepted) was what it ought to be 
But that one speech, though full of fire and animation, w^as 
not warmed with the fire of heaven. I am sorry for it I 
have seen that gentleman but once. He is certainly a man 
of parts ; but one who has dealt too much in the philosophy 
of Trance. Justice, prudence, tenderness, moderation, and 
Christian charity, ought to become the measures of tolerance; 
and not a cold apathy, or, mdeed, rather a savage hatred, to 
all religion, and an avowed contempt of all those points on 
which we differ, and on those about which we agree. If what 
was said in Drancis Street was in the first heat, it might be 
excused. They were given to understand that a change of 
administration, short only of a revolution in violence, was 
made, only on account of a disposition in a Lord-Dieutenant 
to favour Catholics. Many provoking circumstances attend- 
ed the business ; not the least of them was, that they saw 
themselves dehvered over to their enemies, on no other 

* The assembly of the Roman Catholics held April 9th, 1795, in 
Francis Street Chapel. 
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apparent ground of merit than that they were such. All 
this IS very true ; but under erery provocation they ought 
not to be irritated by their enemies out of their princi- 
ples and out of their senses The language of the day 
went plainly to a separation of the two kingdoms G-od for- 
hid that anything like it should ever happen ' They would 
both he ruined by it , but Ireland would suffer most and first. 
The thing, howeyer, is impossible. Those who should attempt 
that improhahility would be undone. If ever the arms, which, 
indirectly, these orators seem to menace, were to he taken 
up, surely the threat of such a measure is not wise, as it 
could add nothmg to their strength, but would give every 
possible advantage to their enemies. It is a foohsh language, 
adopted from the united Irishmen, that their grievances ori- 
ginate from England The direct contrary. It is an as- 
cendancy which some of their own factions have obtained 
here, that has hurt the Cathohcs with this government. It 
is not as an English government that ministers act in that 
manner, hut as assisting a party in Ireland. When they talk 
of dissolving themselves as a Catholic body, and mixing their 
grievances with those of their country, all I have to say is, 
that they lose their own importance as a body by this amal- 
gamation ; and they sink real matters of complaint in those 
which are factious and imaginary, Eor m the name of God, 
what grievance has Ireland, as Ireland, to complain of with 
regard to Great Bntam , unless the protection of the most 
powerful eounti?y upon earth, — giving all her privileges, with- 
out exception, in common to Ireland, and reserving to herself 
only the painful preeminence of ten-fold burthens, he a mat- 
ter of complaint. The subject, as a subject, is as free in Ire- 
land as he is in England As a member of the empire, an 
Irishman has every privilege of a natural-hom Englishman, 
in every part of it, m every occupation, and in every branch 
of commerce. No monopoly is established against him any- 
where; and the great staple manufacture of Ireland is not 
only not prohibited, not only not discouraged, hut it is privi- 
ieged in a manner that has no example. The provision trade 
IS the same ; nor does Ireland, on her part, take a single ar- 
ticle irom England, but what she has with more advantage 
than she could have it from any nation upon earth. I say 
. immense advantage she derives from the use 
01 the English capital. In what country upon earth is itj. 
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tliafc a quantity of linens, the moment they are lodged in the 
warehouse, and before the sale, would entitle the Irish mer- 
cnant or manufacturer to draw bills on the terms, and at the 
time, in which this is done by the warehouseman on XfOndon? 
Ireland therefore, as Ireland, whether it be taken cmHy, 
constitutionally, or commercially, suffers no grievance. The 
Catholics, as Catholics, do ; and what can be got by joining 
their real complaint to a complaint which is fictitious, but to 
make the whole pass for fiction and groundless pretence ? I 
am not a man for construing with too much rigour the ex- 
pressions of men nnder a sense of ill-usage. I know that 
much IS to be given to passion ; and I hope I am more dis- 
posed to accuse the person who provokes another to anger, 
than the person who gives way to natural feelings m hot lan- 
guage. If this be all, it is no great matter ; bnt, if anger 
only brings out a plan that was before meditated, and laid up 
in the mind, the thing is more serious. The tenor of the 
speeches in T'rancis Street, attacking the idea of an incor- 
porating union between the two kingdoms, expressed princi- 
ples that went the full length of a separation, and of a dis- 
solution of that union, which arises from their being under 
the same crown. That Ireland would, in that case, come to 
make a figure amongst the nations, is an idea which has more 
of the ambition of individuals in it, than of a sober regard to 
the happiness of a whole people. But if a people were to 
sacrifice solid quiet to empty glory, as on some occasions they 
have done ; under the circumstances of Ireland, she, most as- 
suredly, never would obtain that independent glory, but 
would certainly lose all her tranquillity, all her prosperity, 
and even that degree of lustre which she has, by the very free 
and very honourable connexion she enjoys with a nation the 
most splendid and the most powerful upon earth. Ireland, 
constitutionally, is independent ; politiccdly, she never can he 
so. It is a struggle against nature. She must be protected, 
and there is no protection to be found for her, hut either from 
Trance or England. Trance, even if (under any form she 
may assume) she were disposed to give the same liberal and 
honourable protection to Ireland, has not the means, of either 
serving or nurtmg her, that are in the hands of Great Bri- 
tain. She might make Ireland (supposing that kind of inde- 
pendence could be maintained, which for a year I am certain 
it could not) a dreadful thorn in the side of this kingdom ; 
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but Iceland Trould dearly buy that malignant and infernal 
satisfaction, by a dependence upon a power, either despotic, 
as formerly, or anarchical, as at present We see, well enough, 
the kind of hberty which she either enjoys herself, or is will- 
ing to bestow on others This I say with regard to the 
scheme of those who call themselves United Irishmen ; that 
IS to say, of those who, without any regard to religion, club all 
kinds of discontents together, in order to produce all kinds 
of disorders. But to speak to Catholics as such, it is plain 
that whatever security they enjoy for their religion, as well 
as for the many sohd advantages which, even under the pre- 
sent restrictions, they are entitled to, depends wholly upon, 
their connexion with this kingdom. Prance is an enemy to 
all religion ; hut eminently, and with a peculiar malignity, 
an eiemy to the Catholic religion, which they mean, if they 
can, to extirpate throughout the glohe. It is something per- 
verse, and even unnatural, for Catholics to hear even the 
sound of a connexion with Prance ; unless, under the colour 
and pretext of a religious description, they should, as some 
have done in this country, form themselves into a mischiev- 
ous political faction Catholics, as things now stand, have 
all the splendid abilities, and much of the mdependent pro- 
perty, in parhament m their favour, and every Protestant 
(I beheve with very few exceptions) who is really a Chris- 
tian. Should they ahenate these men from their cause, their 
choice is amongst those, who, indeed, may have abihty, but 
not wisdom or temper m proportion ; and whose very ability 
is not equal, either in strength or exercise, to that which they 
lose- They wdl have to choose men of desperate property, 
or of no property ; and men of no religious and no moral 
principle. Without a Protestant connexion of some kind or 
other, they cannot go on , and here are the two sorts of de- 
scriptions of Protestants between whom they have an option 
to make. In this state of things, their situation, I allow, is 
difficult and delicate If the better part bes by in a sullen 
silence, they still cannot hmder the more factious part both 
from speaking and from writmg ; and the sentiments of those 
who are silent will be judged by the effusions of the people, 
who do not wish to conce^ thoughts that the sober part of 
mjmkind will not approve On the other hand, if the better 
and more temperate part come forward to disclaim the others, 
they instantly make a breach in their own party, of tvhich a 
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malignant enemy will take advantage to crusk tliem all. Tkey 
will praise the sober part, but they mil grant them nothing 
they shall desire ; nay, they will make use of their submission 
as a proof that sober men are perfectly satisfied in remaining 
prostrate under their oppressive hands. These are dreadful 
dilemmas ; and they are such as ever will arise, when men in 
power are possessed with a crafty malignant disposition, with- 
out any real wisdom or enlarged policy. 

However, as, in every case of difficulty, there is a better way 
of proceeding and a worse, and that some medium may be 
found between an abject and, for that reason, an imprudent 
submission, and a contumacious, absurd resistance, — ^what I 
would humbly suggest is, that on occasion of the declama- 
tions m the newspaper, they should make, not an apology 
(for that is dishonourable and dangerous), but a strong charge 
on their enemies for defamation; disclaiming the tenets, 
practices, and designs impudently attributed to them, and 
asserting, in cool, modest, and determmed language, their re- 
solution to assert the privileges to which, as good citizens 
and good subjects, they hold themselves entitled, without be- 
ing intimidated or wearied out by the opposition of the mo- 
nopolists of the kingdom. In this there will be nothing 
mean or servile, or which can carry any appearance of the 
eifect of fear , but the contrary. At the same time, it will 
remove the prejudices which, on this side of the water as well 
as on yours, are propagated against you with so much sys- 
tematic pains. I think the committee would do well to do 
something of this kind in their own name. I trust those 
men of great ability in that committee, who mclme to 
think that the Catholics ought to melt down their cause 
into the general mass of uncertain discontents and unascer- 
tained principles, will, I hope, for the sake of agreeing with 
those whom, I am sure, they love and respect among their 
own brethren, as well as for the sake of the kingdom at 
large, waive that idea (which I do not deny to be greatly 
provoked) of dissolvmg the Catholic body before the objects 
of its union are obtained, and turning the objects of their re- 
lief into a national quarrel This, I am satisfied, on recollec- 
tion, they will think not irrational. The course tahen by the 
enemy often bfecomes a fair rule of action. You see, hy the 
whole turn of the debate against them, that their adversaries 
endeavoured to give this colour to the contest, and to make 
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it hinge on this principle. The same policy cannot be good 
for you and your enemies. Sir G-eorge Shee, who is so good 
to take this, waits, or I should say more on this point. I 
should say something too of the colleges. I long much to 
hear how you go on. I have, however, said too much. If 
Grattan, by whom I vdsh the Catholics to he wholly advised, 
thinks differently from me, I wish the whole unsaid. You 
see, Lord Yitzwilliam sticks nobly to his text, and neither 
abandons his cause or his friends, though he has few indeed 
to support him. When you can, pray let me hear from you. 
Mrs. Burke and myself, in this lonely and disconsolate house, 
never cease to think of you as we ought to do. I send some 
prints to Dublin ; .b^fj as your house is not there, I reserve 
a memorial of my dear Eichard for your return. 

I am ever, my dear Sir, 

Daithfully and affectionately, 

Your miserable friend, 

Edm. Biteke, 


TO EDMUin) MALONE, ESQ 

My jiEAE SiE, Beconsfield, May 22nd, 1795. 

It is very true that my business with the House of 
Lords is over for the present ; 2 for they have, or a rump of 
them, done their own husmess pretty handsomely. Euerunt. 
There is an end of that part of the constitution , nor can it 
be revived but by means that I tremble to think of. 

That husmess, however, was not what hindered me from 
obeying your commands, and followmg my own inclinations, 
about our excellent deceased friend Sir Joshua Beynolds. 
^as I my dear sir, all my business is with the deceased ; and 
in truth, except for a poor remnant of gross animal functions, 
I am dead myself. However, I will do what I can The 
more I thought upon that subject the more dijficulty 
I found in it. The very qualities which made the society 
of our late fidend so pleasant to all who knew him, are 
the very thmgs that make it difficult to write his ’life, 
or to draw his character. The former part is peculiarly 
difficult, as it had little connexion with great public event^ 
nor was it diversified with much change of fortune or much 

\ Just then engaged in editing the works of Sir Joshua Reynolds, ta 
which he prefixed a Memoir. 

’ Alluding to the tnal of Hastings. 
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private adventure, Hardly, indeed, any adventure at all. All 
that I could say of him I have said already in that short 
sketch which I printed after his death. This speaks as much 
as I could safely venture to speak of him as an artist, not 
having* skill enough to enter into details on the subject. 
What you are to say of the character, merely as the character 
of a man, must, to have any effect, consist rather of a few 
hght marking touches than of a long discussion ; unless it re-, 
lates to some of those various and perplexed characters which 
require a long investigation to unfold. If, without materials, 
one IS to attempt anything of length and elaborate, there is 
a great danger of growing mto affectation. I do not know 
V hether you have the sketch I drew. It has marks of the 
haste and the emotion under which it was done. But I be- 
lieve you will find that a great deal more cannot be said. If, 
however (for different mmds see things in different points of 
view) , you should turn your thoughts that way, and sketch out 
anything, if I might presume to intrude myself into a work 
of yours, I would work upon that ground, and perhaps some- 
thing better could be done by such combination than singly. 

Lady Inchiquin^ called here the other day; she is not 
anxious that the work should be published till the begmning 
of winter. I certainly will turn my thoughts to it ; and if you 
could come to this melancholy place, I should feel myself 
much honoured and very happy in seeing you, 

I have the honour to he, with most sincere respect and 
affection, 

My dear Sir, 

Tour most obedient humble servant, 

• Edm. Btjeee. 

What a loss is Glifden ! ^ — Compliments to Mrs Metcalf. 

TO DE. liATJEEnOE. 

Mt deae Latteekce, Bath, Jnly 28, 1796. 

I thank you for employing the short moment you 
were able to snatch from being useful, in heing kind and 
compassionate. Here I am in the last retreat of huffted in- 
firmity. I am indeed ubois : hut, as through the whole 
of a various and long life I have been more indebted than 

' Niece of Sir Joshua Re3nQolds, formerly Miss Palmer 

* The residence of Lord Inchiquin, destroyed by fire. 
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tTiankful to Providence, so I am now singularly so, m being 
dismissed, as Mtbierto I appear to be, so gently from life, and 
sent to follow those who in course ought to have followed 
me, whom, I trust, I shall yet, in some inconceivable manner, 
see and know, and by whom 1 shall be seen and known. But 
enough of this. 

However, as it is possible that my stay on this side of the 
grave may be yet shorter than I compute it, let me now beg 
to call to your recollection the solemn charge and trust I 
gave you on my departure from the public stage I fancy I 
must make you the sole operator, in a work in wbicb, even 
if I were enabled to undertake it, you must have been ever 
the assistance on which alone I could rely. Bet not this 
cruel, daring, unexampled act of pnbhe corruption, guilt, and 
meanness go down to a posterity, perhaps as careless as the 
present race, without its due animadversion, which will be 
best found in its own acts and monuments. Let my endea- 
vours to save the n^ion from that shame and guilt be my 
monument ; the only one I ever will have. Let everything 
I have done, said, or written, be forgotten, but this. I have 
struggled wdth the great and the little on this point during 
the gi’eater part of my active life; and I wish, alter death, to 
have my defiance of the judgments of those who consider 
the dominion of the glorious empire given by an incompre- 
hensible dispensation of the Livme Providence into our 
hands, as nothing more than an opportunity of gratifying, for 
the lowest of their purposes, the lowest of their passions — 
and that for such poor rewards and, for the most part, indi- 
rect and silly bribes, as indicate even raoro the folly than the 
corruption of these infamous and coiftemptible wretches. I 
blame myself exceedingly for not having employed the last 
year in this work, and beg forgiveness of Grod for such a 
neglect. I had strength enough for it, if I had not wasted 
some of it in compromising grief with drowsiness and for- 
getfulness; and employing some of the moments in which I 
have been roused to mental exertion in feeble endeavours to 
rescue this dull and thoughtless people from the punishments 
which their neglect and stupidity i^^l bring upon them for 
their systematic iniquity and oppression But you are made 
to continue all that is good of me ; and to augment it with 
the various resources of a mmd fertile in virtues, and cultivated 
with every sort of talent and of knowledge. Above all make 



IiETTEES. 


493 


out the cruelty of this pretended acquittal, hut m reality this 
barbarous and inhuman condemnation of whole tribes and 
nations, and of all the classes they contain. If ever Europe 
recovers its civilization, that work will be useful. Eemember' 
Eemember! Eemember! 

It is not that I want you to sacrifice yourself blindly and 
unfruitfully, at this instant. But there will be a season for 
the appearance of such a record ; and it ought to be in store 
for that season. Get everything that Troward has. 

Tour kindness will make you wish to hear more particu- 
lars of me. To compare my state with that of the three 
first days after my arrival, I feel on the whole less uneasi- 
ness. But my flesh is wasted in a manner which in so short 
a time no one could imagine. My limbs look about to find 
the rags that cover them. My strength is declined in the 
full proportion ; and at my time of life new flesh is never 
supplied, and lost strength is never recovered If God has 
anything to do for me here, here he will keep me. If not, 
I am tolerably resigned to His divine pleasure. I have not 
been yet more than a day in condition to drink the waters — 
but they seem rather to compose than to disorder my stomach. 
My illness has not suftered Mrs Burke to profit as she ought 
of this situation. But she will bathe to-night. Give ‘Wood- 
ford a thousand kind remembrances. Please God, I shall 
write to him to-morrow. Adieu. 

Tour ever true friend, 

EniruNB Btteee. 

Mrs. Burke never forgets you, nor what remains of poor 
William. 


TO DE. LAIJEENCE. 

Eriday night, 10 o’clock, 

Mx DEAE Latteence, 18th ISTov 1796. 

I have been out of sorts for several days past, but 
have not been so much weakened by that circumstance as I 
might have feared. I do n’t desire long letters from you, but, 
I confess, I wish a line"' now and then, I mean very near 
literally, a line. The present state of things, both here and 
in Ireland, as well as abroad, seems to me to grow every 
moment more critical. Jn Ireland it is plain they have 
thrown off all sort of political management, and even the 
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decorous appearance of it. They had for their commander* 
in-ehief Ouninghainej a person utterly unacquainted with 
military affairs beyond what was necessary for a quarter- 
master-general in a peaceable country. He had never seen 
war, hardly in any image, but he was a man of a moderate 
and humane disposition, and one from whom no acts of 
atrocity were to be apprehended. -In order to remove him 
from the command of the army, they have made him a peer. 
This was a step to the appointment of * * * ^ to the full 
'as little experienced in any real mihtary service as * * * * *, 
but younger and of far different dispositions. In case of an 
actual mvasion, they could not expect anything whatsoever 
from his military skill or talents. They only proof they had 
of either has been in his desperate promptitude, without 
either civil, crimmal, or martial law, to seize upon poor 
ploughmen in their cottages, and to send them hound where 
he thought fit. By what he is capable of, and by what he is 
incapable, they show*n what manner it is they mean to pro- 
vide for the military defence and for the civil tranquillity and 
happmess of Ireland. They have fomented a spirit of dis- 
cord upon principle in that unhappy country. They have 
set the Protestants, in the only part of the country in which 
the Protestants have any degree of strength, to massacre the 
Catholics. The consequence will he this, if it is not the 
case already, that instead of dividing these two factions, the 
Catholics, finding themselves outlawed by their government, 
which has not only employed the arm of abused authority 
against them, hut the violence of lawless insurrection, will 
use the only means that is left for their protection in a league 
with those persons who have been encouraged to fall upon 
them, and who are as well disposed to rebel against all 
government, as to persecute their unoffending fellow-citizens. 
The parliament, encouraged by the Lord-Lieutenaut’s Secre- 
tary, has refused so much as to inquire into these troubles. 
The only appearance of any inquiry which has been, is that 
put into the hands of a person, I mean tho Attorney- Gl-eneral, 
one of the avowed enemies and persecutors of the suffering 
people, and in the closest connexion with them. I see that the 
affections of the people are not so much as looked to, as any 
one of the resources for the defence of Ireland against the 
mvasion which the enemy will make upon that country, if 
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they have force enough to do it consistently with their other 
views; hut, I confess, that from the least reflection I am able 
to make in the intervals of pain and sorrovp-, I do not think 
that the invasion of either of these countries is a primary 
object in their present plan of policy — their views seem to 
me to be directed elsewhere, and their object is, to disable 
this country from any effectual resistance to them, by alarm- 
ing us with fears for our domestic safety. They have gamed 
their ends completely. The arrangements which we have 
made and are making in both kingdoms for that safety pro- 
vide for it in the wmrst possible manner, whilst they effectu- 
ally disable us from opposing the enemy upon his larger 
and real plan of attack. We oppose to his false attack the 
whole of our real strength. I have long doubted of the use 
of a militia, constituted as our militia is ; because I do not 
like in time of war any permanent body of regular troops in 
so considerable a number as perhaps to equal the whole of 
our other force, when it is only applicable to one, and that 
but ^ very uncertain, part of the demands of general service. 
Whether I am right or wrong may be a question with persons 
better informed than I am, but it has been my opinion at 
least these twenty years. If I did not declare it in parlia- 
ment, it wms because the prejudice was too strong to be pru- 
dently resisted ; but when danger comes, strong prejudices 
will be found weak resources. 

Whatever the merits of militia may be, I am sure that no 
prudent persons with whom I have ever conversed have been 
of opinion that it ought to be extended beyond the old num- 
ber. Other ideas however have prevailed. The infant 
resources of Ireland have been exhausted by establishing a 
militia there, upon the feeble plan of the militia here, and 
with consequences much more justly to be apprehended from 
an abuse of that institution. Whether with regard to the 
economical and civil effects on the military, they have now in 
both kingdoms added immensely to that erroneous establish- 
ment, if erroneous it is, and have thereby doubled the weak- 
ness instead of augmenting the strength of these kingdoms. 
I believe it will be found, that in both countries there is, by 
personal service or by public charge, the burthen of an army 
forming or formed of at least fourscore thousand men, utterly 
imapplicable to the general service of the country, or to the 
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conservation of what I shall ever think as much for its being 
as self-defence itself, I mean the safety and liberty of EtLrope. 
The very idea of active defence, the only sure defence, which 
consists in oflensive operations against your enemy, seems 
wholly to be abandoned. 

I know It will be said that these corps do not bring upon 
the nation the burthen of half pay. This is true but m part, 
and m my opmion, if war should contmue, it will become 
less and less of an object. At any rate it will be found as 
economy a very poor resource to make out such a saving by 
the limitation of effect and service. 

I do not mean to say that such httle aids to the police as 
by an occasional use of a yeoman cavalry, which is in the 
nature Maraehaus^e, is much to be condemned. If the ser- 
vice is not much, the charge is not ruinous, and our military 
arm is not crippled In my opmion, the expense of these 
arrangements would furmsh such a subsidy to Eussia, as 
would enable that power to act with such a body of troops 
against the common enemy, as to do more for our real de- 
fence than from any home arrangements that we can make. 
I have said enough upon this subject, though by no means 
all that IS in my mmd; hut if you agree with me in principle, 
your own thoughts will more than supply my omissions. 

I have suffered great uneasiness from another scheme, the 
tendency of which evidently is (though I am of opinion 
nothing less is intended) totally to disgust the people with 
the continuance of this war — I mean that part of the people 
upon whose sonndness and spirit the very being of civil 
society at this time depends, that is, that part of the people 
who hve with a degree of decency upon an income not likely 
to improve. They are the part of the community which are 
naturally attached to stability and to the resistance of innova- 
tion, but are not qualified to afford pecuniary resources to 
the State They may serve to furnish a contingent in the 
way of taxes which is to be supplied as their mcome accrues 
or as their economy finds supply, but they have no hoards' 
pd if you apply to them for a forced loan, you drive them' 
into the toils of the usurers, who will disable them from 
paying what they are already charged to the support of the 
State. Sure it were better to borrow directly at a hmh 
interest, that is, at the interest of the public necessities, and 
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to laj upon tliose men their share of it, than to take this 
perplexed circuitous course, which, in the end, will weaken 
public credit by destroying most of the private credit of the 
kingdom. 

I was going further, when my friendly amanuensis re- 
minded me that it is near 10 o’clock. I am afraid I have 
tired you, though I tire myself somewhat less by dictating a 
sheet than by writing twenty lines ; however, one is more 
wordy when one dictates. I mtended, if I had time, to tell you 
that Keogh is come to London, and to wish to have yours and 
Lord Litzwilliam’s, as well as Mr. Windham’s, thoughts upon 
the subject of his journey, when I know better of what 
nature it may be. He shows a very great desire of seeing 
me and conversing with me upon the subj’eet of Ireland. I 
have fought it off by giving him very true reasons, that is to 
say, my feeble state of health, and the contempt that is enter- 
tained for my opinions, especially in what relates to Ireland. 
— He tells me he has not been with any minister. He is a 
man that on the whole I think ought not to be slighted, 
though he is but too much disposed to Jacobin principles 
and connexions in his own nature, and is a Catholic only in 
name — ^not but that whole body, contrary to its nature, has 
been driven by art and pohcy mto Jacobinism, in order to 
form a pretext to multiply the j’obs and to increase the power 
of that foohsh and profligate junto to which Ireland is de- 
livered over as a farm. I shall let you know further about 
Keogh when I hear from him ; and I shall send to Lord 
Litzwilliam his letters to me, as weE as a copy of my answer 
to him. I shah send you another copy. G-ood night. 

Xours ever, 

EnMns"!) Bueke. 


TO 3)E. I/AUBElirOE. 

Mt dear LATTEEisroE, Beaconsfield, 25th Nov. 1796. 

I have heard at last from Mr. Keogh : by his letter, 
which I enclose, you see the cause of his delay. He is not 
offended, hut he says not one word of Tone his secretary, but 
probably reserves an explanation of this for conversation. 
As it will he of much more importance that you should hear 
VOL. vni. 2 K 
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what lie lias to say, than that I should, I think to write to 
him by this night’s post to call upon you, or if his health 
should not permit it, that you woiid call upon him at your 
first time of leisure. I intend to tell him, that weak as I 
see him if he pleases — blot a ‘ 

, which I am rather surprised at, knowing th; 

general he is punctual, and that these affairs are very nea 

heart. — “What you say about the pope is very striking, hut 
he and his Troy will he burned to ashes, and I assure all good 
Protestants that, whatever they may think of it, the thread 
of their life is close twisted into that of their great enemy. 
It IS perfectly ridiculous, in the midst of our melancholy 
situation, to see us forswearing this same pope lustily in 
every part of these dominions, and making absolute war upon 
him in Ireland at the hazard of everything that is dear to us, 
whilst the enemy, from whom we have most to fear, is doing 
the same thing with more effect and less hazard to them- 
‘"•e cuttmg our own throats in order to be 
revenged of this said old pope It is very singular, that the 
power which menaces the world should produce m us no other 
marks of terror than by a display of meanness, and that this 
poor old hughear, who frightens nobody else, and who is af- 
frighted by everybody and everything, is to us the great object 
of terror, of precaution, and of vigorous attack. — Xou remem- 
ber the fable of the Hare aud the Progs. On this point, I 
Tenly begin to believe that Mr. Pitt is stark mad ; but that 
he is m the eoU fit of this phrenetic fever. I agree with you, 
and it was long the opinion of our dear departed friend, that 
Mr Pitt, keeping an underhand and direct influence m Ire- 
land to screen himself fl*om all responsibility, does resolve on 
the actual dissolution of the empire ; and having settled for 
himself, as he thmks, a faction there, puts everything into 
the hands of that faction, and leaves the monarchy and the 
supermtendency of G-reat Britain to shift for themselves as 
they may. 

Mrs, Burke passed but a bad day yesterday, with much 
bilious vomiting and a head-ache, hut the latter is gone and 
she has had a very quiet night, though not much sleep ; and, 
though not up, is hght and easy —As to myself, I have had 
tour hts in the night, and several yesterday. Between the 



SETTEES. 499 

fits, both in the afternoon and at night, I had rest enough. — 
I send yon this by the coach, and am affectionately 

Tours, 

EDMTJiiri) Btjeke. 


TO KB LAITBEIS'CE- 

Beaconsfield, Wednesday Morning, 11 o’clock, 
Mt ubab LAXJEBiircE, J^'ov., ] 796. 

I have had a bad night, and am very faint and feeble, 
T do not know where the abstract yon mentoon is in the chaos 
of my papers, but if I get a little stronger this day I shall 
look for it ; but I send you the printed papers, which ISTagle 
has just found. You know that the far greater and the most 
oppressive part of those laws has been repealed- The only 
remaining grievance which the Catholics suffer from the law 
consists in certain incapacities relative to fianchises. The 
lU-will of the governmg powers is their great grievance, who 
do not suffer them to have the benefit of those capacities to 
which they are restored, nominally, by the law. The fran- 
chises which they desire are to remove the stigma from them 
which is not branded on any description whatever of dis- 
senters in Ireland, who take no test and are subject to no 
incapacity ; though they [are] of the old long-established re- 
ligion of the country, and who cannot be accused of perverse- 
ness or any factious purpose m their opinions, since they re- 
main only where they have always been, and are the far greater 
majority of the inhabitants. They give as good proofs of 
their loyalty and affection to Grovernment at least as any 
other people. Tests have been contrived for them to purge 
them from any suspicious political principles, supposed to 
have some connexion with their religion. These tests they 
take; whereas the persons called Protestants, which Pro- 
testantism, as things stand, is no description of a rebgion at 
all, or of any principle, religious, moral, or political, but is a 
mere negation, take no tests at aH. So that here is a perse- 
cution, as far as it goes, of the only people in Ireland who 
make any positive profession of the Christian faith ; for even 
the clergy of the established church do not sign the thirty- 
nine articles. The heavy load that lies upon them is, that 
they are treated hke enemies, and as long as they are under 
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any incapacities, their persecutors are furnislied w/tli a legai 
j^retenee of scourging them upon all occasions, and they never 
tail to make use of it. If this stigma were taken off, and 
that, like their other fellow-citizens, they were to be judged by 
their conduct, it would go a great way in giving quiet to the 
country. The fear that if they had capacities to sit in parlia- 
ment they might become the majority and persecute in their 
turn, is a most impudent and flagitious pretence, which those 
who make use of it know to be false. They could not at this 
day get three members out of the three hmdred, and never 
can have the least probability from circumstances of becom- 
ing the tenth part of the representatives, even though the 
boroughs made in the time of James I. for the destruction 
of the then natural interests of the country should be re- 
formed upon any plan which has as yet been proposed, because 
the natural interests have been varied and the property 
changed since the time of King James L At present the 
chief oppression consists in the abuse which is made by the 
powers of executive government, which may more effectually 
harass an obnoxious people than even adverse laws them- 
selves, I do not know whether you are apprized of all the 
proceedings in the county of Armagh, particularly of the 
massacres that have been perpetrated on the Catholic in- 
habitants of that county, with no punishment and hardly any 
discountenance of Government. All this, however, is a mat- 
ter of very nice handling in a British parliament, on account 
of the jealous independence of that county. N either the court 
nor the opposition party I sm afraid would relish it, especi- 
ally as they pretend or may pretend. that the subject is to 
become a matter of their own inquiry. I have written my 
mind fully upon this subject to Lord Titzwilliam, but I have 
had yet no answer, nor, indeed, hardly could. The Jacobin 
opposition take this up to promote sedition in Ireland j and 
the Jacobin ministry will make use of it to countenance 
tyranny in the same place. 

_ As to George Ellis and Lord Malmshury, the Jupiter and 
his Mercury, I do n’t care whether they are in the clouds or 
in the dung ; but one thing I see very clearly, that nothing 
above or below will prevent the ministers from going through 
their dirty work. What has been written as argument or 
observation has had no answer, but it makes no impression 
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unless perhaps to confirm some people in the obstinacy of 
their meanness. Do yon know that Mr. Crewe has wrote 
that the ***=*= perfectly approves everything in the Pam- 
phlet, and yet he has done everything or concurred in every- 
thing in diametrical opposition to his principles. He will do 
so, in everything that can be proposed of the same nature. 
What think you of their findmg no one but Greneral Luttrell 
to whom the safety of Ireland could be committed at this 
crisis. All this must have passed through the Duke of Port- 
land, who thmks one way, and who acts or is acted upon in 
the direct contrary way. I am very sick of aU these things. 
As you know Keogh, I think there is no objection to your 
seeing him, if you can contrive it. I do not know how you 
approve my answer to him, but I am sure he does not, by 
making no sort of reply to me. 

You will write to Mr. Wilde, and let him know that I 
have been very ill from time to time, and that you have in- 
formed me of his inquiry, and that I am much obliged to him 
for his solicitude about me. The terms prescribed by the 
thieves of the Directory to the pope are what might be ex- 
pected. He cannot help it, being intrinsically weak m him- 
self, and we have refused to put him in a better condition, 
for fear of the statute of Premunire; and our fleet has 
thought proper to fly out of the Mediterranean, and to eva- 
cuate all the strongholds we had in that part of the world. 
I think [we make] a more * * * figure than the pope. In 
proportion to the strength of body which is enervated by 
meanness of spirit — “ Oh, impotence of mind in body strong.” 
— The parcel waits — God bless you. 

If you can [get] BoUingbrooke’s Abridgement of the Irish 
Statutes, which is extremely well done, you will see the ma- 
terials upon which I went in the abstract of the old Popery 
Laws, which I gave to the Duke of Portland on his going 

Lord L to Ireland. My poor Bichard had a complete 

copy, which he put into the hands of the committee, with 
such alterations and additions as they thought proper. 

Adieu. — Mrs. Burke has had a had night, as well as my- 
self. Doctor Brocklesby has been here and is gone. Paro- 
chial news we have none. 

Tours ever, 

EnMuirn Btjbke. 
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TO BE. LATTEEIfOE. 

My deae Latteefce, Dec. 9, 1796. 

The Budget day was a matter of great speculation, 
Pitt rather less insolent — Box as furious as I expected. 
Grey has come forward and taken a sort of lead — Sheridan 
heads, I suppose, a corps de reserve Tell me in three Imes 
your remarks upon the general temper of the House on that 
night and on this. A fine husmess this of La Layette. 
Grood G-od ! among all the imprisonments, confiscations, 
murders, and exiles, to find no one object for a British 
House of Commons to take up hut Citizen de la Layette. 
I see Box proposes the repeal of the two Anti- Jacobin Acts 
— ^What do you think of makmg your debfit upon them ? 
Lord Bitzwifliam concurred in them Fnless perhaps you 
think that that ground is a little worn out. I think the 
taxes on the whole, if likely to be productive, are unexcep- 
tionable — The house-tax is the worst. "Why did not Pitt 
tax the lower teas ? — a small duty would not have been felt, 
and surely tea-drmkmg, though it would be idle to restrain 
it, is not an object of direct encouragement amongst the 
lower orders of the people. Good night. My [pains] have 
raged all yesterday, all last night, and a great part of this 
day with tenfold fury, hut a vomiting came on me, and I am 
a good deal easier this evenmg Once more adieu. Mrs. 
Burke’s affectionate compliments. I wrote to you by the 
coach yesterday. 

Yours ever, 

Edmunb Btjeke. 


TO be. liATTEBlVCE 

Mt beae Laueeitoe, Bath, Beh. 10th, 1797. 

I have been very weak for some days past, and so 
giddy that I am hardly able to walk across the room At 
the first coming on of this had symptom I was not able to 
do so much — so that I am not without hopes that it may go 
off, though, take me on the whole, I am without all compa- 
nson worse than when I came hither, but yet the violent 
flatus’ s^ have not been quite so troublesome to me since the 
complaint m my head is come on. They have taken the 
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town, and are now attacking tke citadel — But enougk of 
this. The affair of Mrs. Hastings has something m it that 
might move a third Cato to a horse-laugh, though the means, 
I am afraid, hy which she and her paramour have made that 
and all the sums which they have got hy their own dis- 
honesty, or lost hy the dishonesty of others or the confusion 
of the times, [might cause] the laughing Democritus to weep 
as much as his opponent : hut let whoever laugh or weep, 
nothing plaintive will make Mr. Pitt or Mr. Dundas blush 
for having rewarded the criminal whom they prosecuted, 
and sent me and nineteen members of parhament to prose- 
cute, for every mode of peculation and oppression, with a 
greater sum of money than ever yet was paid to any one 
British subject, except the Duke of Marlbro’, for the most 
acknowledged public services, and not to him if you take 
Blenheim, which was an expense and not a charge, out of 
the account. All this and ten times more will not hinder 
them from adding the peerage, to make up the insufficiency 
of his pecuniary rewards. My illness, which came the more 
heavily and suddenly upon me by this flagitious act, whilst I 
was preparing a representation upon it, has hindered me, as 
you know, from doing justice to that act, to Mr. Hastings, 
to myself, to the House of Lords, to the House of Commons, 
and to the unhappy people of India, on that subject. It has 
made me leave the letters that I was writing to my Lord 
Chancellor and Mr. Dundas, as well as my petition to the 
House of Commons, unfinished. But you remember, like- 
wise, that when I came hither at the beginning of last sum- 
mer, I repeated to you that dying request which I now re- 
iterate, that if at any time, without the danger of ruin to 
yourself, or over-distracting you from your professional and 
parliamentary duties, you can place in a short point of view, 
and support by the documents in print and writing which 
exist with me, or with Mr. Troward, or yourself, the general 
merits of this transaction, you will erect a cenotaph most 
grateful to my shade, and will clear my memory from that 
load which the East India Company, King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and in a manner the wffiole British nation (G-od for- 
give them), have been pleased to lay as a monument upon 
my ashes. I am as conscious as any person can he of the 
little value of the good or evil opinion of mankind to the 
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part of me tliat shall remain, but I believe it is of some moment 
not to leave the fame of an evil example, of the expenditure 
of fourteen years’ labour, and of not less (taking the expense 
of the suit, and the costs paid to 3VIr. Hastings, and the par- 
liamentary charges) than near £300,000, This is a terrible 
example, and it is not acquittance at all to a public man, 
who, with all the means of undeeeivmg himself if he was 
wrong, has thus with such mcredible pains, both of himself 
and others, persevered in the persecution of innocence 
and merit. It is, I say, no excuse at all to urge m his 
apology, that he has had enthusiastic good intentions. In 
reality, you know that I am no enthusiast, but [accordmg] 
to the powers that Grod has given me, a sober and reflecting 
man. I have not even the other very bad excuse, of acting 
from personal resentment, or from the sense of private 
mjury — never having received any ; nor can I plead ignor- 
ance, no man ever havmg taken more pams to be informed. 
Therefore I say, iLememher. 

Parhament is shortly to resume the broken thread of its 
business — if what it is doing deserves that name. I feel the 
same anxiety for your success as if what has been the best 
part of me was in your place, and engaged as he would have 
been in the same work, and I presume to take the same 
liberty with you that I would have done with him. The 
plan you have formed, hke all the plans of such comprehen- 
sive minds as purs, is vast, but it will require all the skill 
of mind as judicious and selecting as yours to bring it 
^vithm the compass of the apprehensions and dispositions of 
those upon whom it is to operate. There would he difficulty 
m giving to it its just extent in the very opening, if you 
could count even upon one person able and willing to sup- 
prt you; but as you will be attacked by one side of the 
House with all its force, reluctantly heard and totally 
abandoned by the other, if you are permitted any reply at 
affi a thing which under similar circumstances has been 
retased to m^it will not be heard by the exhausted atten- 
faon of that House, which is hardly to he kept alive, except 
to what concerns the factious interests of the two discordant 
chiets, who with different personal views, but on the same 
pohtical principles, divide and distract the nation. But ail 
tins I must leave to your judgment, which, with less parlia- 
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mentary experience, has infinitely more natural power than 
mme ever had, when it was at the best. This only I shall 
beg leave to suggest, that if it should be impossible (as per- 
haps it may be) to bring your opening speech within any 
narrow compass, such as two hours or thereabouts, that you 
will make your reply as sharp, and pointed at the personal 
attacks that I am sure will be made upon you, as you can ; 
and that you will content yourself with reasserting the sub- 
stance of the facts, declarmg your readiness to enter into 
them if ever you are furnished with the means. I have no 
doubt that in the course of the debate, or in this session, 
you wiU find opportunities to bring forth what your discre- 
tion may reserve on the present occasion for a future one, 
when you may be at more Hberty. Though I am sensible 
enough of the difdculty of finding a place in debate for any 
of those who are not arranged in the line of battle, abreast 
or ahead, in support of the one or the other of the great ad- 
mirals My dear friend, you will have the goodness to ex- 
cuse the interposition of an exhausted and sickly judgment 
like mine, at its best infirm, with a mind like yours, the 
most robust that ever was made, and in the vigour of its 
faculties ; but allowance is made for the anxious solicitude 
of those whom sex, age, or debility exclude from a share in 
those combats in which they take a deep concern. 

Tours ever, 

EnMirinD Btteke. 

12th Eebruary. 

P. S. My health continues as it was when I began this 
letter. — I have read Erskme’s pamphlet, which is better 
done than I expected to find it. But it is little more than 
a digest of the old matter, and a proposal to remove all our 
evils by a universal popular representation at home, by 
giving to Erance at once all that we have thought proper to 
offer, on supposition of concession, and all that she has chosen 
to demand without any regard to our concession, together with 
a cordial connexion with her and a total alienation from 
other powers, as a pledge of future peace This, together 
with bringing Mr. Eox into power, forms the whole of the 
pamphlet. This would certamly make short work of the 
treaty. — This pamphlet does not make your motion the less 
necessary, and without a reference to it you may keep it in 
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your eye. — Mra. Burke, tkaiik G-od, is better of ber cold 
She salutes you. 

DeaeSie, 

I have suppressed the newspapers — He knows notnmg 
of this disagreeable business ; but I am m hopes, from Br. 
Knig’s letter to me, that an injunction will be laid early to- 
morrow, to prevent the sale, and that you all will pursue 
such rigorous measures against Swift and Owen, as the law 
will enable you to do. I had a letter by the coach, inform- 
ing me of it. Will you beg of Doctor King to write to Mr. 
Burke to-morrow, and tell him what he has done in Biving- 
ton’s business. 

Yours truly, 

E. ^sTagle. 


TO ns. IiAXTEEirCE. 

Mt deae Latteefce, March 16th, 1797. 

It is very unlucky that the reputation of a speaker in 
the House of Commons depends far less on what he says 
there, than on the account of it in the newspapers. Tour 
speeches, which are made late in the night, supposing no 
foul play (which however I suspect), are taken by the jour- 
neymen note-makers, and when there is not room for them 
in the paper, even if they were able to follow you In the 
late instance, however, this was unavoidable, since you spoke 
to vindicate the reputation of your friend, which no consider- 
ation of prudence with regard to yourself could prevail on 
you to omit. As you stated [it] in your letter," it must have 
been very impressive, and as honourable to your abilities as 
it was to the goodness of your heart As to Mr. Eos’s 
speeches, he seemed to have laid [aside] his abilities along 
with all decency, hberality, and fairness ; and placed himself 
in the rank of the Adairs, the Bastards, and those gentle- 
men whose cause he supported, and to whose understand- 
ings, “by an extraordinary alacrity in sinking,’^ he chose to 
level himself. What he said of me was nothing more than 
his old song, frequently sung, though with a little more 
Hberality in my own presence, and always responded to 
without a possibility of reply. The major part of his topics 
have been answered by me in print, and the public must 
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judge between ns ; but there is one fact, which, as it passed 
fifteen years ago, most people may not so well remember ; 
though that, too, I discussed with him in the House of Com- 
mons without a reply, or the possibility of his making any. 
He has the impudence to say that the reduction of places 
that I made was not sufficient, and that more would hare 
been made in Lord Koekingham’s and his admmistration, if 
time had been given to them for that purpose Both are ab- 
solutely false , — in the first place, any lessening of the re- 
duction proposed in my original plan and that which appear- 
ed in the Act w^as not of my doing, hut of his own ana the 
cabinet to which he belonged j and I was no way consulted 
about it, though I certainly acquiesced m it, and, on the 
whole, thought it sufficient. In the next place, I do solemn- 
ly declare that 1 never heard him, nor anybody else of that 
cabinet, propose any reduction of offices, but of the two, 
were of opinion that the matter had been carried too far, rather 
than that it had fallen short of their mark. They must have 
thought that it did not fall short, because they knew very well 
that they never could have had an opportunity so favourable 
for reduction as during the dependence of that bill, and in 
the flood-tide of its popularity. Mr Pox now thinks that 
neither this, nor the Pay Office Bill, nor the Contractors’ 
Bill, w'hich, though moved by another, was left wholly to my 
management, as it was originally schemed by myself, nor of 
Mr. Dowdeswel’s and my plan, to his and our honour adopt- 
ed by Mr. Crewe, were of the least significance in lessening 
the influence of the Crown in that House, and in the other, 
or in the Scotch election for peers by the abrogation of the 
Scotch Lords of Police. I know he told me, and that to the 
best of my recollection in the presence of others, that the 
Acts which he now finds to be so very frivolous were the 
means of turning out Lord Lansdowne, and that he had lost 
his question in the same number of votes as the places that 
had been suppressed. As to those that had been retained, he 
perfectly agreed with me both in the policy and the justice 
of retaining them, considering them, as I did, as right in 
themselves; and with regard to the holders in possession or 
reversion, as property, to all intents and purposes. I cannot 
say exactly m what form Mr Pose put the recriminatory 
charge which he made on Mr. Pox with regard to the places 
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of that kind which Mr. Fox had held and disposed of. Mr. 
Fox’s reply seems to indicate that he was charged with 
squandering away their income and value. If so, his reply 
was proper, because the charge was unparliamentary, and 
not at all to the purpose in argument. But if it was urged, 
as it ought to have been, that Mr. Fox had himself consider- 
ed those places his property, as an arg ament ad hominem, it 
would have been conclusive against him. For if he sold that 
as property which was not saeh, by his own admission he 
"was guilty of a fraud. But it were an endless task to go 
through all the nonsense and ribaldry which he chose to vent 
upon that occasion. As to his arguing for a change of his 
opinions from the greater burthens which now exist on the 
public, ’t is perfectly absurd — First, because injustice is 
not less injustice, though it may admit some palliation 
on account of the necessities of those who are guilty of 
it; and next, because those remnants of remnants of sav- 
ings, which Mr. Windham has so justly ridiculed, become 
more and more contemptible according to their dispropor- 
tion to the weight of the charge which they are brought to 
counterpoise. He has used another argument which seems 
to have more weight, which is, that it may he necessary for 
mamtaming the character and credit of the opposition ; but 
at a miserably low ebb is that character and credit which is 
obliged to have recourse to such frauds and impostures. Mr, 
Pitt was very wrong in giving to them the countenance he 
had given, and which, after the able speech he had made, was 
no proper conclusion to be drawn from his arguments. Mr. 
Windham, in my opinion, even from what I see in the papers, 
never made a more able and eloquent speech. I particularly 
admire the manly tone of scorn with which he treated the 
miserable imposture of the motion. I thank him heartily 
for his speech, and subscribe an unfeigned assent and con- 
sent to all tbe articles of his creed. I forgot to say a word about 
fees, which it seems is one of the articles of charge against 
Mr Windham’s of&ce. Whether they be exorbitant or not 
is more than I can judge, hut that they are profitable to the 
officer is no objection, provided they are not onerous to the 
public, or oppressive to those that pay them. This was so 
much my principle upon the reform, that I carefully re- 
served the fees to the Pay Office ; but in the progress of the 
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bill I was abyolutel;^ forced by the frauds of Colonel Barr€, 
acting on the principles of Lord Shelburn, who attributed 
every sort of public evil to fees, in a famous speech of his, 
and by the unparalleled treachery of our own party I was 
beat out of my plan, and compelled, whether I would or not, 
to bring from that abolition a charge of £6000 a year, or 
rather more, upon the public, for the official expenses which 
before had cost nothing, except for the Paymaster’s salary 
and some other salaries, which latter were insignificant. 
Whether the office has been impaired in its diligence and its 
spirit of accommodation from that time is more than I can 
positively say, but I believe that it has. I am sorry to have 
troubled you so much on these matters, but as the^ relate 
to facts which may not be so generally known, I wish you 
not to throw away this letter. I have no objection to your 
showing it to anybody, but do not desire it to be shown to 
any one but Lord EitzwiHiam and Mr. Windham. As to 
you, “ Macte esto virtute tua ” — do n’t be discouraged ffiom 
taking the independent line, which makes you vote with dif- 
ferent men, hut always upon the same principle, and not like 
these vile and most abject wretches wno compose the armed 
neutrality ; who, if they were not the most contemptible of 
the human race, would be the most odious. Thank G-od, you 
have but one political friendship to attend to, and in that 
you will never find any clashing with public principle. — Ab 
you are still solicitous about my health, I am to tell you that 
to-day has been one of my best days ; and though I can’t 
walk without an arm, I have moved about a good deal, at 
least a good deal for me. Plesh as before. Adieu. 

Yours ever, E. B. 

P. S. Will the gentlemen do anything in my affair with 
Owen — or have they given it up ? If they have given it up, 
why is it so ? 


TO EE. LAlJEEirCB. 

Bath, 11th April, 1797, 

Mt eeae Latjeee'OE, 5 o’clock. 

This terrible warontbe continent bas come to a crisis. 
Whether our pacific war is come to its terrible crisis is a 
matter of great doubt ; but unless God interposes in some 
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signal way, it must termmate in a peace wlicli, like Scylla, 
has a thousand harking monsters of a thousand wars m its 
womb. Grod preserve us from such peace and such wars. 
As for himself, Windham is perfectly m the right to be go- 
verned by circumstances ; but as for you, who act with no 
party and are in no office, your own honour and your per- 
sonal reputation are the sole circumstances by which you are 
to be guided. — Therefore profit of the first openmg. If the 
emperor’s defection is solely owing to the bad state of his 
own affairs, than which nothing I admit can appear worse, 
we have much to lament and nothing to blame ; but if the 
spirit of the debates in the English parliament have tended 
to bring on despair, or if our want of a supply to his necessi- 
ties has crippled his armaments, then we have at once to 
lament and to blame. However, there is the hand of God 
in this business, and there is an end of the system of Europe, 
taking in laws, manners, religion, and politics, in which I de- 
lighted so much. My poor son was called off in time — “ ne 
quid tale videret.” 

I understand that Ellis spoke handsomely of me, for which 
I thmk him ; and do you so too, through yourself or any 
medium you can find. As to Wmdhara, he never fails, hut 
of this there is not a word ; by our paper I should have 
thought he had not spoken: hut it is no matter — all our 
plans are defeated by the settlement which the peace will 
make of the Trench system m the West Indies. Mr. Hnd- 
dlestone’s letter is very obliging, but I really wish him to 
keep all his sentiments concealed until he can get into the 
direction. Tell him that this is my opinion, and that then 
nerhaps he may steal some little good ; for we, who liad for 
fourteen years struggled to do more, have been miserably de- 
feated, if not with our own, yet with the national disgrace 

I wrote to Mr. Troward, and wonder you have not seen 
him. You had better call on him, as he lies directly in your 
way. Pray let me hear from you as often as you can, though 
it were hut by a line. Your coming hither must be very m- 
convenient to you, and where is the use of your seeing me in 
the body of this death. In truth, I suffer very little nam 
but I gam no strength at aff. If I find any difference, it is 
that my little strength declines. Adieu. God bless you. 

Yours ever, E. B. 
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TO DB. LATTEEITCE. 

Mx EEAB Laeeekce, Bath, 12tii May, 1797. 

_ The times are so deplorable, that I do not know how 
to write about them. Indeed I can hardly bear to think of 
them. In the selection of these mischiefs, those which have 
the most recently oppressed and overpowered, rather than 
exercised, the shattered remains of my understanding, are 
those of the navy and those of Ireland. As to the first, I 
shall say nothing, except this, that you must remember from 
the moment the true genius of this Trench revolution began 
to dawn upon my mind, I comprehended what it would be in 
its meridian ; and that I have often said, that I should dread 
more from one or two maritime provinces in Trance, in which 
the spirit and principles of that revolution were established, 
than from the old Trench monarchy possessed of all that its 
ambition ever aspired to obtain ; that we should begin to be 
infected in the first Nidus and hot-bed of their infection, the 
subordinate parts of our military force, and that I should not 
be surprised at seeing a Trench convoyed by a British navy 
to an attack upon this kingdom. I think you must remem- 
ber the thing and the phrase. I trust in G-od that these 
mutineers may not as yet have imbrued their hands deeply 
in blood. If they have, we must expect the worst that can 
happen Alas ! for the mischiefs that are done by the news- 
papers, and by the imbecility of the ministers, who neither 
refuse nor modify any concession, nor execute with prompti- 
tude the resolutions they take through fear , but are hesi- 
tating and backward, even in then* measures of retreat and 
flight . in truth, they know nothing of the manoeuvre either 
in advance or retreat 

The other affair, hardly less perplexing, nor much less in- 
stantly urging, is that of Ireland. 

Mr Baldwin was here, and he spoke something, though 
indistinctly and confusedly, of a strong desire that he sup- 
posed the Duke of Portland to have for a reconciliation with 
Lord Titzwilliam. Whether this is mere loose talk, such as 
I have uniformly heard from the day of the fatal rupture, is 
more than I know. My answer was, that while the cause of 
this calamitous rupture was yet m its operation,-! had done 
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everything wMcli a man like me could do to prevent it and 
its effects, but tbat now the question was not what should 
reconcile the Duke to Lord P., but what would reconcile 
Ireland to England. This was very near the whole of our 
conversation. You know he does not see very far, nor com- 
bine very much. I have had a hint from another quarter, 
not indeed very direct, to know whether it was my opinion 
that a concession to the Insh Catholics would quiet that 
country. To this I have given no answer, because at this 
moment I am utterly mcapable of giving any, the least dis- 
tinct. Three months ago, perhaps even two months ago, I 
can say with confidence, notwithstanding the hand from 
which it would be offered, it would have prevented the dis- 
contents from running mto one mass ; even if the compliance 
had been decently evaded, and future hopes held out, I think 
these mischiefs would not have happened; but instead of 
this, every measure has been used that could possibly tend to 
irritation. The rejection of the Memorial was abrupt, final, 
and without any temperament whatsoever. The speeches in 
the House of Lords in Ireland were in the same strain ; and 
in the House of Commons, the ministers put forward a 
wretched brawler, one Duigenan, of your profession, to attack 
Mr. Pox, though they knew that, as a British member of 
parliament, he was by them invulnerable; but their great 
object was to get him to rail at the whole body of Catholics 
and Dissenters in Ireland in the most foul and unmeasured 
language. This brought on, as they might well have expect- 
ed, from Mr. G-rattan one of the most animated philippics 
which he ever yet delivered, agamst their government and 
parliament. 

It was a speech the best calculated that could be conceived 
further to infiame the irritation which the Castle-brawler’ a 
long harangue must necessarily have produced. As to Mr. 
Pox, he had aU the honour of the day, because the invective 
against him was stupid, and from a man of no authority or 
weight whatsoever ; and the panegyric which was opposed 
to it was full of eloquence, and from a great name. The At- 
torney-General in wishing the motion withdrawn, as I under- 
stand, did by no means discountenance the principle upon 
which it was made, nor disown the attack which was made, 
in a manner, upon the whole people of Ireland, The Soli- 
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citor- General went tlie full length of supporting it. Instead 
of endeavouring to widen the narrow bottom upon which 
they stand, they make it their policy to render it every day 
more narrow. In the parliament of Great Britain, Lord 
GrenviUe’s speech turned the loyalty of the Catholics against 
themselves. He argued, from that zeal and loyalty they 
manifested, their want of a sense of any grievance This 
speech, though probably well intended, w’-as the most indis- 
creet and mischievous of the whole. People do not like to be 
put into practical dilemmas. If the people are turbulent and 
riotous, nothing is to be done for them, on account of their 
evil dispositions. If they are obedient and loyal, nothing is 
to be done for them, because their being quiet and contented 
is a proof that they feel no grievance. I know that this de- 
claration has had its natural effect, and that in several places 
the Catholics think themselves called upon to deny the in- 
ference made by ministers from their good conduct. It 
seems to them a great insult to convert their resolution to 

3 ort the king’s government into an approbation of the 
uct of those who make it the foundation of their credit 
and authority that they are the enemies of their description. 

I send you two extracts of letters, for Lord Bitzwilliam’s 
and, your information, from intelligent and well-informed 
people in Cork ; * and one of them from a gentleman of much 

* Extract of a Letter from Cork; dated May Zrd, 1797. 

. . . “ As to the affairs of this country, I neither know what to say or 
think of them; but this I am sorry to be able to assuie you of, that tlieie 
IS a very great and general change in the minds of the people heie, brought 
about within a short period. No moie of that enthusiasm of loyalty and 
detestation of French principles, which prevailed so much on the lato 
alaims. It is now ‘ The English minister and government detest poor 
Ireland^ and would set m to cvUvtig one another’s throats, as they have 
done in the North,’ ^c. In short, such is the, language spoken by 
every man almost you meet, and a gieat deal woise Government’s in- 
gratitude, in an absolute refusal of any further boon to the Catholics, has 
roused the resentment of the quietest spirits , and the severe punishmenis 
inflicted m some places on the militia, for going to mass, instead of the 
Protestant church, is surely, not to give it a woise appellation, impolitic 
in the ea^treme ” 

Extract of a Letter from Coik; dated May 4.th, 1797. 

“ By the Dublin papeis you will see what is going on thcic. We 
can expect no lemedy fiom a vietched junto, who are involving iheir 
VOJL. Vlll 2 1. 
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consideration and influence in tliat place. These will Jou 
ee^, the effect of that conduct which tends to unite all dis<#ip- 
tions of persons in the South, in the same spirit of dis(»n|ent 
and in the same bonds of sedition with those of the ^olth. 
As far as I can find, no part of the army in Ireland is -.yet 
tainted with the general spirit ; hut under a general discon- 
tent it is impossible it should long continue sound ; and e^ven 
if it* did, it is as impossible that such a country can bd ruled 
by a military government, even if there were no enemy ahfoad 
to take advantage of that miserable state of things. 

Kow suffer me to throw down to you my thoughts bf what 
might be expected under the existing circumstances, from^ the 
mere grant of an Act of Parliament for a total emancipation. 
This measure I hold to be a fundamental part in any plan for 
quieting that country and reconciling it to this ; hut yoi| are 
well aware, that this measure, like every other measure of the 
kind, must depend on the manner in which it is dop.e| the 
persons who do it, and the skill and judgment withjwlhich 
the whole is conducted. And first, my clear opinion is, that 
as long as the present junto continue to govern Ireland, 
such a measure into which they must manifestly appear to 


country m certain rum. A letter from a man m government (whom I 
cannot mention) to his friend here laments the infatuation of what he 
calls the interior cabinet^ to which he ot the exterior has no access. The 
great turnings out there give us some hopes of their filling up the taeasuie 
of their innj^uities befoi e it is too late to save us, I'hat interior cabinet 
must ha\e choked up every channel of communication to the king, or ’ 
we never could be abandoned to the situation we aie now in. The swear- 
ing reached to Carberry ; and it is said to ha've got into Blackpool 
^hich is known to be the most Piotestant suburb of this city. Roger 
O’Connor was obliged to fly for his apostleship, and his steward Would 
have been probably convicted at the assizes, had he not put off hia trial, 
liie minds of men are much changed since Chiistmas. The golden op- 
portunity was lost to government, of assuming the whole meat of erant- 
what is certainly but a small boon. 

* It inu§t conie in spite of ascendancy, with many other reforms through 
every department, otherwise the foundation will be imdermmed. The 
tithe folks are hard at work to increase them, and as overbearing as ever 
It IS astonishmg how the interest of the moment can blind them.' But 
commutation takes place, the countiy never can be quiet, 
tithes wli ever be one of the most powerful weapons a defiiagoguc 
bpfl ^ appears to me that tlie minds of me’n are so 

heat^, that nothmg but the horrors of revolution can cool them Manv 
’Tish far the experimetit, and to fly to ills they know not of. 
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be te^ctantly driTan never can produce the effects proposed 
by it, because it is impossible to persuade the people that, as 
long as they govern, they will not have both the power and 
inclination totally to frustrate the effect of this new arrange- 
ment, as they have done that of all the former. 

Indeed it will appear astonishing that these men should 
be kept in the sole monopoly of aU power, upon the sole 
merit of their resistance to the Catholic claims, as inconsist- 
ent with the connexion of the two kingdoms ; and yet at the 
same time to see those claims admitted, and the pretended 
principle of the connexion of the two countries abandoned, 
to preserve to the same persons the same monopoly. By 
this it would appear that the subject is either to be relieved 
or not ; and the union of the two kmgdoms abandoned or 
maintained, ^just as it may answer the purposes of a faction 
of three or four individuals But if that junto was thrown 
out to-morrow, along with their measure, government has 
proceeded in such a manner, and committed so many [things] 
m violent declarations on this subject, that a complete eman- 
cipation would no longer pass with its former facility, and a 
strong ferment would be excited in the church party, who, 
though but few m numbers, have in their hands most of the 
ultimate and superior property of the kmgdom. These dif- 
ficulties appear to me to be great. Certain it is, that if they 
were removed, the leaders of the opposition must be taken 
into their places, and become the object of confidence to an 
Bnglisli government. They are to a man pledged for some 
alteration m the constitution of parliament. If they made 
no such alteration, they would lose the weight which they 
have, and which is necessary to quiet the coimtiy. If, on 
the other hand, they were to attempt a change upon any of 
the plans of moderation which I hear they have adopted, 
they would he as far from satisfying the demands of the ex- 
travagant people, whom they mean to comply with, as they 
would be in preserving the actual constitution which was 
fabricated in 1614. The second infallible consequence would 
be, that if a revolution of this kind (for it would be a revo- 
lukon) were accomplished in Ireland, though the grounds 
are a little different, yet the principle is so much the same, 
that it would be impossible long to resist an alteration of the 
same kind on this side of the water ; and I never have doubt- 

2 I ^ 
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ed since I came to tbe years of discretion, nor e^er can 
doubt, that such changes in this kingdom would be prelim- 
inary steps to our utter rum ; but if I considered them as 
such at all times, what must they appear to me at a moment 
like the present ? I see no way of settling these kingdoms 
hut by a great change in the superior government Tiere. If 
the present administration is removed, it is manifest to me, 
that the Duke of Bedford, and Lord G-uildford, and the 
Duke of Northumberland, and Lord Lansdowne, all, or most 
of them, under the direction of Mr Sheridan and Mr.’ Fox, 
will he the "“sole option; that if they took in the Duke of 
Portland, they must take him in, at best, in the state of utter 
insignificance in which unfortunately he now stands. That 
they would gladly take m my Lord Fitzwilliam I have no 
question; but I am sure he would have no support, and 
never would be suifered to play any principal part, as long 
as he holds the maxims and is animated by the sentiments 
for which, as a statesman, we value him. He certainly would 
he best in Ireland, but I am very far from being sure that his 
connexions there would look up to him with the same simple 
and undivided affection which they formerly did ; and I am 
equally uncertain whether he would leave behind him a min- 
istry which, iu the mass, would be better disposed to his 
support than those who had formerly betrayed him Be- 
sides, I cannot look without horror upon his being conjoined 
(and possibly found in a new reign m such a conjunction) 
with a mmistry who have spared no pains to prove their in- 
difference, at least, to the local honour and mterest of their 
country, or to the general liberty of Europe ; and, indeed, 
who have wished to leave no doubt upon any mind, that it is 
their ambition to act in this country as a subordinate depart- 
ment to the Du-ectory of the Drench Eepublic. I see no ray 
of hope but m some sort of coahtion between the heads of 
the factions who now distract us, formed upon a sense of the 
public danger. But unfortunately their animosity towards 
each other grows with the danger. I confess that if no such 
coalition is made, and yet that a change should take place, I 
see in the present ministry and its partisans an opposition 
far more formidable than that which we have at present , 
2nd that after a while, at least, their principles and their 
Taodes of proceeding will not be found very different from 
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tliose of tlie present opposition. I must add, since I am 
opening my mind so much at large, that when I look at the 
state of the ewil list in Great Britain, which I have reason 
to know and feel to he full two years in debt to most of the 
departments, I see no means of carrying on government upon 
anythmg like a broad bottom, even officially ; to say nothing 
of the necessary accommodation to those expectants who will 
look to come forward with advantage, or to retire without 
marks of disgrace ; and both parties have emulously concur- 
red m cutting off all those extraneous means of accommoda- 
tion which might supply the deficiency of the civil list re- 
sources. In Ireland things are yet worse They have seized 
upon all the means of government, in order to accommodate 
one family and its dependencies ; and they have so squan- 
dered away every resource, under the pretence of providing 
a home defence, that not only is Ireland unable to form a 
system of comprehension, but England will soon find itself 
unable to supply that kingdom with the means of its ordinary 
existence. To whatever point of the compass I turn my eyes, 
I see nothing but difficulty and disaster. Yon will naturally 
say, YThy therefore do you reason in a state of despair ? I do 
it, that Lord Eitzwilliam and yourself may see my melan- 
choly reveries in this deplorable state of things. The very 
consideration of the difficulties which strike me may suggest 
to better beads than mine the means of overcoming them. 

I do not know whether you have seen Hussey’s Pastoral 
Letter. It is written with eloquence and energy, and mth, 
perhaps, too little management towards the unfortunate sys- 
tem which rules iu Ireland at present ; but it is the product 
of a manly mind, strongly impressed with the trust commit- 
ted to his hands for supporting that religion, in the adminis- 
tration of which he has a very responsible place, and which 
he considers as in the commencement of a ‘new persecution. 
It is therefore no wonder that he recommends an adherence 
to it under aU circumstances, which many people, animated 
by a contrary party zeal, may not approve : but men must act 
according to their situation, and for one I am of opinion that 
it were better to have a strong party zeal, provided it is bot- 
tomed in our common principles, than anythmg resembling 
infidelity, which last we know, by woeful experience, is aE 
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capable of religious persecution as any sectarian spirit can 
possibly be, 

I received your letter of yesterday. Nothing can equal 
the precipitation of ministers m acceding to the demands of 
the first mutiny. Nothing hut want of foresight can be al- 
leged in favour of the formalizing delay to eifectuate the 
purposes of the grant which had been extorted from their 
fears. But this will ever be the case of those who act from 
no principle but fear. The moment that is over, they fall 
into a supme security. I agree with you, that no folly ever 
equalled their attempt to beg off discussion upon this sub- 
ject. They ought to have known that it would have no 
other effect than what it had, which was to provoke and in- 
flame the discussion they had so childishly sought to avoid ; 
but the whole is the result of that meanness of spirit w^hich 
has brought on all our misfortunes, and rendered all our re- 
sources fruitless. 

Behcacy alone has been the sole cause of my silence to 
Mr. Windham with relation to the affairs of Ireland ; other- 
wise he is entitled to and he possesses my most unreserved 
confidence. I ha?e therefore no sort of difficulty in wishing 
him to know my thoughts upon that subject. They will not 
be very encouraging to him, because I am greatly afraid that 
the preposterous method [of] beginning with force and end- 
ing with concession may defeat the effect of both. If things 
had been in their natoal course, I should certainly have 
agreed with him. No concession on the part of government 
ought ever to he made without such a demonstration of 
force as might insure it against contempt. It will always 
be a matter of great moment in whose hands the force to be 
applied in domestic disturbances is placed. Never, no, never 
shall I be persuaded that any force can appear otherwise 
than as odious, and more odious than dreaded, when it is 
known to be under the direction of Lord Carhampton. I 
will not enter into aU the particulars, but among the many 
mischievous measures lately adopted, his nomination to the 
office of commander-in-chief led to by far the worst conse- 
quences. 

When I am opening my mind to you, I must add, that 
Bs long as a shallow, hot-headed puppy, proud and presump- 
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tuous, and ill-behayed, like Mr. Cooke, has the chief or any 
credit at the Castle, or with ministry here, I can ex]peet ho 
sort of good from anything that can be done in parnament- 
When we talk of giving way to G-rattan and the Pon- 
sonbys, I suppose it is meant that they should be taken into 
the Irish ministry ; else to give them a triumph, and at the 
same time to leave them in a state of discontent and dissatis- 
faction, if we consider the interest of government as govern- 
ment, is to act agamst the most obvious dictates of common 
sense. Adien. I may truly say with Addison’s Cato, “ I 
am weary of conjecture.” I wdl not add with him, that 
“ this must end them.” But they must soon be ended by 
tbe Master of the drama, to whose will, pray with me, that 
we may be all, in aU things, submissive. — Bo n’t forget to 
send me the Beport of the House of Commons, and that of 
the House of Lords, if you can get it ; though I do not know- 
why I am anxious about it, because as a nation our fate seems 
decided, and we perish with all the material means of strength 
that ever nation has possessed, by a poverty and imhecihty 
of mind which has no example, I am sure, and could have no 
excuse even in the weakest. Adieu, adieu. 

Yours ever, 

B B 


TO DR. lATJREKCE. 

My hear Laurence, Beaconsfield, 1st June, X797. 

It is not easy for me to describe to you the state of 
Lord Pitzwilliam’s mind. Indeed the condition of all affairs, of 
Irish affairs in particular, especially as they relate to him, 
both as a man and as a statesman, are enough to perplex a very 
clear understanding, such as, in truth, his understanding na- 
turally is ; hut independently of these difficulties, which I feel 
to press equally upon any judgment of my own, he has those 
which result from his own passions, from a strong predilec- 
tion to Mr. Box with regard to this side of the water, and a 
still stronger with regard to Mr. ‘William Ponsonby on the 
other side. As to Mr Ponsonby, he seems to he guided by 
nothing hut his passions. He is by his natural temper, per- 
haps, the most vehemently irritable and habitually irritated 
of any person whom I have ever heard of — mean of a man 
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conversant with public affaips ; and he is even yet more hot 
in deliberation and council than he is in debate. Lord Pitz*- 
william has not only his predilections, but he is influenced, 
too much so in my opinion, though very naturally and very 
excusably, by a rooted animosity against Mr. Pitt, and, in- 
deed what he has not in particular to himself, an incurable 
suspicion of his sincerity. If his predilections had been 
returned by any correspondent degree of attachment or con- 
fidence on the part of Mr. Ponsonby or Mr. G-rattan, 1 
should not he inclined to blame the confidence which he has 
in them, because, independently of their conduct (under 
great provocations, I admit), they are, especially the latter, 
men of integrity and public spirit ; hut they not only do not 
act in confidence or m concert with Lord Pitzwilliam, but 
they are actually engaged in personal connexion, and com- 
bined in public arrangements, in a manner that wonld vir- 
tually exclude my Lord Pitzwilliam as much from all in- 
fluence and direction m public affairs as Mr. Pitt does, or 
possibly can do. It is plain that Ponsonby has concerted the 
infernal plan of what he calls Parliamentary Reform, with 
the opposition here, and eminently with his son-m-law, Mr. 
G-rejy with whom he is connected full as much by polities as 
he is by family ties. Lord Pitzwilliam sees this Parliament- 
ary Reform, thus pushed in concert by the opposition in 
both hmgdoms, exactly in the same light which you and I do, 
and yet without regard to the dreadful consequences which 
he foresees from this measure, and without regard to the total, 
at least temporary, alienation of those people from his confi- 
dence, his connexion, and his principles. I plainly perceive 
that, if he was consulted, he would advise to throw every- 
tMug into their hands If I am ashed what I would myself 
advise in such a ease, *1 should certainly advise the same, but 
with this temperament and express previous condition, that 
they renewed their confidence in Lord Pitzwilliam, whom I 
hold to be tbe only person to settle Ireland; and that they 
give him some assurance as a man, a gentleman, and a friend, 
that they will be practicable about their schemes of changing 
the constitution of the House of Commons; and that 
tyey will desist from the scheme of an absentee tax, which 
in Its principle goes more to the disconnexion of the two 
fcingdom§ than anything which is proposed by the United 
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Irislmen. As to Mr Grattan’s other project, of laying 
new taxes upon English, commodities, and the principle 
upon which he proposes it, — namely, that England is a 
foreign and a hostile kingdom and adverse m interest, 
[it] IS, I think, a measure he would hardly persevere m. 

1 think the difficulty of the case is extreme, when you 
consider the military government established on the one 
hand, and the wild democratic representation proposed 
as its cure [on] the other. If Lord EitzwiUiam cannot 
be the Lord-Lientenant, a thing to which he never wonld 
consent, and indeed in prudence ought not to do, leaving 
an adverse cabinet behind him, and if that adverse cabi- 
net be, as it is, full as little disposed to trust to him as 
he is to rely upon it, the only way in which he can he 
serviceable is in a mediatorial capacity; and this office of 
a mediator he certainly cannot perform in the temper he is 
in at present. I have entered into a very great detail -with 
him, perhaps into too great a detail, upon all those ^points, 
not being quite sure that I should live to converse with him, 
again upon the subject ; yeti am afraid that 1 have poured 
too much into a mmd in itself over anxious and over full. 
He does not like, nor indeed do I much, the manner m 
which he seems to he indirectly and without the least confi- 
dence consulted about a particular member of an arrange- 
ment,,! mean that of naming your namesake, Judge Law- 
rence, to he Chancellor of Ireland. It is plain that they 
mean some change to satisfy the people, but not essentially 
to alter their system, or to bring in any man whose local 
weight and authority might counterbalance that of Lord 
Clare and his faction, or prove a gratification to any de- 
scription of the people, or to facilitate any general arrange- 
ment ; and they seem to want a sort of sanction ffiom Lord 
EitzwiUiam, with regard to a smgle member of some system 
with which he is wholly unacquainted. The thing^ was first 
suggested to him by Lord Carlisle, and "Woodford in a letter 
tome made the same suggestion, to be communicated to Lord 
EitzwiUiam as from Mr Windham He was naturaUy mnch 
against giving any opinion on the subject; for which he 
gave many good reasons ; hut he was so hurt at those un- 
confidential confidences, that he was for some time unwilling 
that I should communicate his reasms for declining any 
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opinion in my answer to Mr. Woodford’s communication. 
However, I persuaded him to let me do it, as I am sure that, 
guarding himself by a prudent suspicion, he ought to be as 
open to hear as cautious to determine upon any matter 
relative to Ireland. This is all with which I have to trouble 
you at present. 

As to the state of my body since my return, I cannot help 
smiling at the thought of Woodford’s seeing it in so gay a 
point of view; for I am sure if I should live to see you, you will 
rather think me a man dug out of the grave than as a man 
going, as I am, into it. I am infinitely weaker than when I 
left this, and far more emaciated. “ Pallor in ore sedet, 
macies m eorpore toto ” I look like Ovid’s Envy, but, thank 
Ood, without much envymg any one ; and certainly not in a 
condition to be envied, except by those who prognosticate 
the dreadful evils of every kmd which are impending 
over us. Adieu. Mrs. Burke salutes you cordially ; and 
believe me 

Ever yours, 

E B. 

P. S. I forgot to teU you that I have seen and conversed, 
though not enough, with Dr. Hussey ; but this I know, 
that he has stated facts sufficient to justify almost every- 
thing which might have been considered as indiscreet in his 
pastoral letter. 


TO THOMAS KEOGH, ESQ, GBAT’S-IITN COEEEE-HOUSE. 

SiE, Beaconsfield, l7th Nov, 1796. 

I am so much out of the world, that I am not sur- 
prised every one should be ignorant of, as he is uninterested 
m, the state of my health, my habits of life, or anything else 
that belongs to me. 

Your obliging letter of the 20th of July was delivered to 
me at Bath, to which place I was driven by urgent necessity, 
as my only chance of preserving a life which did not then 
promise a month’s duration. I was directed to suspend all 
application to business, even to the writing of a common let- 
ter ; as it was thought that I had sufiered by some such ap- 
plication, and by the attendant anxiety, before and about that 
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time. I returned from Bath not well, but much recovered 
from the state in which I had been ; and I continued in the 
same condition of convalescence for a month or six weeks 
longer. Soon after I began gradually to decline, and at this 
moment I do not find myself very materially better or stronger 
than when I was sent to Bath. 

I am obliged to you for the offer which you made in that 
letter, of conveying anything from me to Ireland ; but I really 
thought you had known that I have no kind of correspond- 
ence or communication with that country, and that for a good 
while I had not taken any part whatsoever in its affairs. I 
believe you must have observed when last I had the honour 
of seeing you in London, how little any opinions of mine are 
likely to prevail with persons m power here, even with those 
with whom I had formerly a long and intimate connexion. 
I never see any of his Majesty’s ministers, except one gen- 
tleman, who, from mere compassion, has paid me some visits 
in this my retreat, and has endeavoured by his generous sym- 
pathy to soothe my pains and my sorrows : but that gentleman 
has no concern in Irish affairs, nor is, I believe, consulted 
about them. I cannot conceive how you or anybody can 
think that any sentiments of mine are called for, or even ad- 
mitted, when it is notorious that there is nothing at home 
or abroad, in war or in peace, that I have the good fortune 
to be at aU pleased with. I ought to presume that they who 
have a great public trust, who are of distinguished abilities, 
and who are in the vigour of their life, behold things in a 
juster point of view than I am able to see them, however my 
self-partiality may make me too tenacious of my own opinion. 
I am in no degree of confidence with the great leader either 
of ministry or opposition. 

In a general way, I am hut too well acquainted with the 
distracted state of Ireland, and with the designs of tbe pub- 
lic enemy pointed at that kingdom. I have my own thoughts 
upou the causes of those evils. You do me justice in saying, 
in your letter of July, that I am a true Irishman. Con- 
sidering as I do England as my country, of long habit, of ob- 
ligation, and of establishment, and that my primary duties 
are hers, I cannot conceive how a man can he a genuine 
Englishman, without being at the same time a true Irishman, 
though fortune should have made his birth on this side of the 
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water. I tliiak the same sentiments ought to be I’eeiprocal 
on the part of Ireland, and if possible with much stronger 
reason. Ireland cannot be separated one moment from Eng- 
land, without losing every source of her present prosperity, 
and even hope of her future. I am very much afflicted, 
deeply and bitterly afflicted, to see that a very small faction 
in Ireland should arrogate it to itself to be the whole of that 
great kingdom ; I am more afflicted in seeing that a very 
minute part of that small faction should be able to persuade 
any person here, that on the support of their power the con- 
nexion of the two kingdoms essentially depends. This 
strange error, if persevered in (as I am afraid it will), must 
accomplish the rum of both countries. At the same time I 
must as bitterly regret, that any persons who suffer by the 
predominance of that corrupt magment of a faction should 
totally mistake the cause of their evils, as well as their re- 
medy ; if a remedy can be at all looked for ; which I confess 
I am not sanguine enough to expect in any event, or from the 
exertions of any person ; and least of all from exertions of 
mine, even if I had either health or prospect of life commen- 
surate to so difficult an undertaking. I say, I do regret, that 
the conduct of those who suffer should give any advantage to 
those who are resolved to tyraimize. I do believe that this 
conduct has served only as a pretext for aggravating the ca- 
lamities of that party, which, though superior in number, is 
from many circumstances much inferior m force. 

I believe there are very few cases which will justify a re- 
volt against the established government of a country, let its 
constitution be what it will, and even though its abuses 
should he great and provoking ; hut I am sure there is no 
case in which it is justifiable, either to conscience or to pru- 
dence, to menace resistance when there is no means of effect- 
ing it, nor perhaps in the major part any disposition. Xon 
know the state of that country better than I can pretend to 
do, hut I could wish, if there was any use in retrospect, that 
those menaces had been forborne ; because they have caused 
a real alarm in some weak though well-intentioned minds ; 
and because they furnish the hold and crafty with pretences 
for exciting a prosecution of a much more fierce and terrible 
nature than I ever remember, even when the country was 
under a system of laws apparently less favourable to its tran- 
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quillitj and good government, at tlie same time tliat solier 
exertion has lessened in the exact proportion in which flashy 
menaces increased. Pusillanimity (as often it does) has suc- 
ceeded to rage and fury. Against all reason, experience, and 
observation, many persons m Ireland have taken it into their 
heads that the influence of the government here has been 
the cause of the misdemeanour of persons in power in that 
country, and that they are suflfering under the yoke of a Brit- 
ish domination. I must apeak the truth — I must say, that 
all the evils of Ireland originate within itself ; that it is the 
boundless credit which is given to an Irish cabal that pro- 
duces whatever mischiefs both countries may feel in their re- 
lation England has hardly anything to do with Irish 
government. I heartily wish it were otherwise ; but the 
body of the people of England, even the most active poli- 
ticians, take little or no concern in the afiairs of Ireland. 
They are, therefore, by the minister of this country, who 
fears upon that account no responsibility here, and who shuns 
all responsibility in Ireland, abandoned to the direction of 
those who are actually in possession of its internal govern- 
ment ; this has been the case more eminently for these five 
or six last years ; and it is a system, if it deserves that name, 
not likely to be altered. 

I conceive that the last disturbances, and those the most 
important, and which have the deepest root, do not originate, 
nor have they their greatest strength, among the Catholics : 
but there is, and ever has been, a strong republican Protest- 
ant faction in Ireland, which has persecuted the Catholics 
as long as persecution would answer their purpose, and now 
the same faction would dupe them to become accomplices in 
effectuating the same purposes ; and thus either by tyranny 
or seduction would accomphsh their ruin. It was with 
grief I saw last year with the Catholic delegates a gentle- 
man, whb was not of their religion, or united to them in any 
avowable bond of a public interest, acting as their secretary, 
in their most confidential concerns. I afterwards found 
that this gentleman’s name was implicated in a correspond- 
ence with certain Protestant conspirators and traitors, who 
are acting m direct connexion with the enemies of all go- 
vernment and religion. He might be innocent ; and I am 
very sure that those who employed and trusted him were 
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perfectly ignorant of Ma treasonable correspondences and 
designs, if such he had ; but as he has thought proper to 
quit the king’s dominions about the time of the investiga- 
tion of that conspiracy, unpleasant inferences may have been 
drawn from it. I never saw' him but once, which was in 
your company, and at that time knew nothing of his connex- 
ions, character, or dispositions 

I am never likely to be called upon for ray advice in this 
or in any business ; and after having once almost forcibly ob- 
truded myself into it, and having found no sort of good effect 
from my uncalled-for interference, I shall certainly, though 
I should have better health than I can flatter myself with, 
never again thrust myself into those intricate affairs. Per- 
sons of much greater abilities, rank, and consequence than I 
am, and who had been called by their situation to those 
affairs, have been totally overwhelmed by the domineering 
party in Ireland, and have been disgraced and ruined, as far 
as independence, honour, and virtue can be ruined and dis- 
graced. However, if your leisure permits you to pay a visit 
to this melancholy innrmary, I shall certainly receive any 
information with which you are pleased to furnish me ; but 
merely as news, and what may serve to feed the little interest 
I take in this world. Ton will excuse my having used the 
hand of a confidential friend in this letter, for indeed I suffer 
much by stooping to WTite. 

I have the honour to be, <&c. 

Edmititi) Bijee:e. 


I’EA.GMEH'T OE A UETTEB TO LOEn OHAKCELLOR 
EOTJGHBOEOITGH. 

WITHOUT A DATE. 

DEAR 

I am to inform you, that your good-natured presenta- 
tion has had its full efect, and that Mr Etty is parson of 
Whitchurch. By that one arrangement your Lordship has 
the satisfaction of making several people happy : the person 
who resigned the livmg not the least so. Your prot4g4 is 
much attached to a very pleasmg young woman, the daughter 
of a worthy clergyman in this neighbourhood. Without this 
preferment there was no hope of their union. All the parties 
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have a considerable degree of merit; and they feel mncli 
gratitude for the happiness they enjoy, and the good prospect 
which, in their estimate, lies before them. I am sure I am 
myself extremely obliged to you on this occasion, and should 
think myself much to blame, if I neglected to make you my 
best acknowledgments 

"We myst enjoy those transient satisfactions as they arise, 
without inquiring too minutely into their probable duration. 
Grod knows how long the church establishment, on which 
these people exist, and to which such multitudes are now 
breeding up, is likely to last. But whenever that goes, it 
will go with everything else. 

When that grand period will arrive it is not easy to foresee 
with exactness ; but there are plain and evident marks of its 
approach, I do n’t mean that they appear m the event of 
this or that measure (though the prospect in that point of 
view IS gloomy enough), but m the dispositions of meu, 
which prepare bad events and improve accidental misfortune 
into systematic rum. I very much doubt whether, in any 
country, they who have the charge of us, the poor dock, are 
sufficiently aware of the giant-stndes with which the great 
over-hearing master-calamity of the time is advancing towards 
us. All you, the great, act just as if you thought a thou- 
sand things were to be feared or pursued for their own 
separate sakes, when, in reality, none are worth notice, other- 
wise than as they tend to promote or resist the cause of 
Jacobinism, What amazes me, even to consternation and 
horror, is, that people, otherwise of the very best under- 
standings, proceed exactly as if everything stood in the 
situation in which you and I saw them thirty years ago, at 
a time when very great errors led but to very slight conse- 
quences; and not as they are now, when very slight mistakes 
lead to incalculable evils. Then the greatest changes which 
could be apprehended could very little affect the domestic 
happiness of the greater part of mankind ;— now no man’s 
fireside is safe from the efiects of a political revolution. 

I confess that the conversation I had with your Lordship, 
when you were kind enough to pay a short visit to this 
melancholy abode, filled me with no small uneasiness at that 
time and ever since. Brom the tenor of that conversation 
I collected, that f the ministry should exist at all in th<i 
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form it bad lately taken, it must lose for ever that cement 
of cordiality, of cooperation, and of unity of design for 
■wliich alone political coalitions are worth pursuing and 
framing. 

This disunion has happened at the time, in the manner, and 
on the subject which of all others is calculated to render it 
fatal. We see our way hut ill before us’ I thought that the 
reputation and the permanence of Mr. Pitt’s administration 
was the very corner-stone of the salvation of Europe. I 
thought that the junction lately made was the security of 
that angular piece. You know that although I had no share 
m the executive detail (a thing for which I have little capa- 
city and no liking), how ardently I wished, how earnestly I 
laboured for, and how truly I rejoiced in the late arrange- 
ment. But would to Grod it had never been made ' without 
it there was a possibility (in truth, no more than a pos- 
sibility) of avoiding ruin. But now, at least in my bosom, 
every "ray of hope is extinguished. 

I know that many of those who considered themselves as 
Mr. Pitt’s friends, and many of those vho were in the closest 
connexion with the Duke of Portland and with Lord Eitz- 
wilham, were against the late coalition. They will neither 
of them he sorry to see them kept in with humiliation and 
mortrflcation, or, what one set of them will like better, to see 
tliem kicked out with disgrace. But their rejoicing will be 
the grief of a late posterity. 

“ The child will rue, that is unborn, the hunting of that day.’’ 

It is as I expected: Lord Eitzwilliam is not to go to Ireland. 
The reason, as I hear, for his not going is that alone for 
which I should wish him to go at all. It was apprehended 
that he would make some changes in Ireland. I have seen 
and conversed with Lord E. upon Ireland ; though not at 
all about the arrangements of men, nor the dijBBcult case 
which has since occurred, and of which it did not seem to me 
that Lord P. had the least suspicion. He desired to talk to 
me, as to a man of some knowledge in the affairs of Ireland, 
and of great zeal and earnestness that the king’s business 
should go on prosperously in that kingdom, and at this time, 

I gave him my honest opmions (which you know, as well as 
he knows them) on that subject. I took the liberty, even 
before I had seen him, and on the prospect of Hntciinson’s 



XETTEES. 


529 


death (or mstantly after it, I forget which), to caution him 
against jobhmg away the two offices which he held, particu- 
larly that of the college. Of this I am sure, that, before 
Hutchinson’s death, I wrote to Grattan to exert himself to 
prevent that seminary of the church of Ireland from becom- 
ing a matter of state accommodation or private patronage. 
I wrote to the Duke of Portland a long letter to tbe same 
effect. Even m the first paroxysms of grief, under the heavy 
hand of God, when Windham’s kindness broke m upon me, 
finding it long before given out that I was soliciting, and in 
one paper it being asserted that I had secured it to myself, 
I spoke and wrote my mind very fully to him against this 
radical job, which struck at the rismg generation, and poi- 
soned public minciple m its first stamen — and when I heard 
that one Dr Eennet, not content with his bishopric, was so 
greedy and so frantic, at this time, when the church labours 
under so much odium for avarice, as to wish to rob the mem- 
bers of its seminary, men of the first characters m learning 
and morals, of their legal rights, and by dispensation to grap- 
ple to himself, a stranger and wholly unacquainted with the 
body, its lucrative provostsbip as a Oommendam, I wrote to 
tbe Duke of Portland strongly to enforce the idea I express- 
ed to your Lordship in our conversation, and before to him 
by letter against unstatutable nommations. I considered a 
dispensation to be to the statutes only as equity to law ; and 
that he, the Duke of Portland, had no right by bis arbitrary 
will and pleasure to recommend a violation of tbe law, and 
tbe robbing of other people of their undoubted rights. 
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&B$KifTKx»TAX, scheme for an, viu. 
5‘20. 

Accountant, an inaccurate one, vu. 
433. 

Advocates, latitude allovred to, vii 
42. 

Affidavit, of Mr. Hastings, viu. 321 
a delicate one, 325, 347. 
Ahasuerus’ feast, vii. 318. 

Akber, Emperor, conquers Bengal, 
vii. 53. 

Algiers, laconic reply of the Dey of, 
vii 18. 

Ah Ibrahim Khan, vni 182. 
Allaverdy Khan, murders his mas- 
ter, vu. 54 , atrocities of, viii 18. 
Allen, Robert Steeie, his lettei to 
Mr. Johnson, vui. 200. 

Almas Ah Khiln, administration of, 
viu. 293 

Anderson, Mr., vii. 208 ; his timid 
character, 209; question put tu, 
•viu. 369. 

Anstruther, Mr., vu. 450. 

Arabs, their power m Bengal, viu, 
50. 

Armagh, proceedings in the county 
of, viu. 500. 

Arzee of Rajah Gobind Ram, to the 
Vizier, vui. 129. 

Arzies, or petitions, viii. 81. 

Asia, the governments of, vu, 104 ; 
the greater part under Maho- 
medan rule, 105; moiality in, 

Aubrey, Sir John, viii. 447, 


Aumeeny, or commission, ?iii. 354; 
defined, 355. 

Aumils, oppressions of the, vui. 293. 
Avarice, the root of all evil, vu. 125 
•—128 ; martyrs of, 188. 

Azoph Ui Dowlah, son of the Nabob 
of Oude, his insolence and ra- 
pacity, vui. 21; his proposal to 
Mr. Hastings, 22 ; his tieaty with 
the Company, 111 , his power 
weakened, 112 , arrear of subsidy 
due from, 115 ; becomes a vassal 
to the Company, 118 ; ordered to 
Chunar, 158, ciuel oppressions of, 
173 , visits his mother, 234 ; her 
letter to Mr. Hastings, 255 ; let- 
ters from, 262 ; his estimation of 
his father’s family, %b . ; treaty to 
be procured from, 265 ; letter of, 
m which he bewails his unhappy 
condition, 299 , his extraordinary 
statement 302 , his recommend- 
ation of Munny Begum, 331 ; sub- 
mits to the control of Mr. Hast- 
ings, 335. 

Bacon, Lord, demeanour of, vu. 467; 
sentence passed upon, vm. 438. 

Bahar, province of, sold to wicked 
men, vu. 225. 

Baharburid, zemmdary of, a witness 
esammed respecting, vh. 220. 

Balfoui, Colonel, report of, vui. 43 ; 
particulars respecting, 45. 

Banyans, or native factors, vii. 32 ; 
their tyranny and oppression, 33 ; 
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their absolute power over Eu- 
ropeans as well as natives, 34 ; 
distinctions regarding theni, 35 ; 
those of Calcutta, 1 38 : their pe- 
nurious character, 393 : farms let 
to, 163, viii. 353. 

Barker, Sir Robert, offer made to, 
vui. 429 

Barlow, Mr., on the .state of trade 
m India, viii 97. 

Barratch and Gorrucfcpore, causes 
of the rebellion in, vm, 207. 

Barre, Colonel, frauds of, via. 509 

Barwell, Mr., appomtment of, vii 
141 ; Ills absence from the Coun- 
cil, via. 338. 

Beard, custom of spitting on the, 
via. 107. 

Bechetta, a poisonous plant, vii. 188 

Begum, letter of Captain Gordon to 
her, viii. 226 ; her friendly dis- 
position, zb. ; charges against her, 
232, conditional order ot the 
Court of Directors for her restor- 
ation, 246 , hei remonstrance at 
the treatment of the women, 273 , 
her sufferings, 274. 

Begums, ladies of the seraglio, their 
treasures seized, 'v 111 . 184,258,263. 

Behar Ah Khiin, scourged, vui 202 

Behardre, Nabob, complaint of, via. 
281. 

Belli, Mr., Secretary of Mr Hast- 
ings, vu. 475 , commission given 
to, vm 370 

Benares, state of, in the time of 
Cheit Sing, vii 49 ; on the sove- 
reignty of, 95, 484 ; vm. 10 , pro- 
posal for delivering up the coun- 
try, 22 ; object of Mr. Hastings m 
going there, 35 ; rebellion in, 40 , 
revenue of, 51, 65; anew sovereign 
of, 53 , devastations m, 55 — 65 ; 
altered state of, 87 ; the visit of 
Mr. Hastings to, 88 , tyranny m, 
96 ; extract from the proceedmgs 
of the president at, vm. 98 ; de- 
gradation of the people in, 103, 
106 

Beneiam Pundit, vm 14; letter 
from, 431 — 436. 

2 f/ a 


Bengal, provinces in, vu. 48 ; care 
of the traveller m, zb. ; power of 
the Arabs in, 50 ; the hlahomedaii 
sovereigns in, zb , its conquest by 
Akbar, 53 , soubahs or viceroys 
of, 54 , concussions in the em- 
pire of, zb. ; massacres m, zb ; 
Bntish dominion m, 55 ; fresh 
revolution m, 61 ; accession of 
Cossim Ally Cawn to the tnrone 
of, 77 , ruinous effects of trade 
in, 80 ; effects of the war in, 86 ; 
happy settlement of its govern- 
ment by Lord Chve, 89 ; lauded 
property m, confiscated, 136 ; re- 
venues of, zb. ; state of affairs m, 
137 , ravages in, 236; famine in, 
254, 310 ; causes of it, 250 , 
abuses in, 341 ; three distinct 
classes of people in, vm 306 ; op- 
pressions of Mr. Hastings in, 308 , 
disposal of the landed interests 
in, 352, 355 ; the Company’s ht- 
ter in leference to, 358 , undei 
the authoiity of Gunga Gov in 
Sing, 381. 

Bengal Revenue Consultations, ex 
tract from, vu 205 

Benn, Mr., succeeds Mr Markham, 
viu. 84 , his reign, 87 

Berar, Rajah of, sum of money 
given to, vu. 370, 433 

Bidjigur, fort of, via. 27, 47 ; the 
wives and family of Cheit Sing 
in, 47, plundeied, 50 

Bijanautf Rajah of Dmagepore, vu^ 
443. 

Bishops, the lights of religion, vu. 
230. 

Bolingbioke’s Abridgment of the 
Irish Statutes, vni. 501. 

Bonds, called for by Mr. Hastings, 
vn. 372-^08. 

Boxey Rogoober Dyall, cbaiacter 
of, viu. 77 

Brahmins, high caste of, vn. 190 ; 
crueltibs to the, 191 ; their laws, 
492 

Bribe-broker, an extensive one, via. 
383. 

Bribery, evils of, vii 132 — 
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organized system of, 135, 207, 
20^; act ot parliament to pre- 
vent, 156, 359 ; a new scheme of, 
368. 

Bribes, little known in England, vii. 
241 , effects of, from the example 
of a Governor-General, 242 ; on 
the receipt of, 365; reasons for 
concealing, 403. 

Bnstovv, Mr., appomtment of, vin. 
112; the resident at Oude, 115, 
his removal, 121 , 122 ; the Direct- 
ors order Hm to be re-instated, 
123 ; appointed superintendent of 
political affairs, 128 , reasons as- 
signed by Mr. Hastings for his 
recall from Lucknow, 129; evi- 
dence of, 188 ; prisoners released 
by, 204 ; letter of, zb , ; order to, 
205 ; his correspondence with 
Major Gilpin, 269; his letters 
to the Board, 289, on the sad 
state of Oude, 292 

Bro^n, Major, testimony of, viu. 

Brunswick, Duke of, via. 482. 

Bullock-contracts, vni. 370. 

Bulwant Smg, government of, viu. 
49 ; the father of Cheit Sing, 29 , 
petition from his widow, 81 , con- 
lirmed in his principality, 88. 

Burgh, William, Esq , letter of Mr. 
Burke to, riu. 455. 

Bargoyne, General, captivity of, viu. 
4bS , his character, 469 

Burke, Edmund, letter of„Mr Ro- 
chestei to Lord Milton on his life 
and wntmgs, vu. 1 ; his speeches 
on the impeachment of Wanen 
Hastings, 4; his official services, 

5 ; opens the proceedmgs m th#* 
House of Lords on the tnal of 
Warren Hastings, 8 ; explains the 
art taken hy the Commons, 9 ; 
lb remarks on the abuse of power, 
11, 20, 27 , on the affaus of India, 
12 ; on the crimes of Mr. Hast- 
ings, 14; takes a glance at the 
rising influence of the East India 
Company, 20 ; his observations on 
their system of government, 24, 


leadsthecommjttee’srecommend- 
ation of Debi Sing, 1 74 , his various 
charges against Warren Hastings, 
228 , his observations thereon, 
229 ; his remarks on religious 
worship, 232 ; on the effects of 
bribery, 242 ; on tbe enormity of 
the corruptions practised by the 
Governor-General, 299 , reviews 
his conduct, 308 , admonished 
by the House of Commons, 346 ; 
mdulgence claimed by, 348 ; his 
apology, 350 ; his remarks upon 
the accoimts of Mr Larkins, 441 ; 
his summary of the charges against 
Mr. Hastings, 447 ; his repoit to 
the House of Commons as to the 
proceedings m the House of 
Lords, 451 ; on the causes of the 
rebellion m Bairatch, viii. 207 ; 
on the conduct of Sir Elijah Im- 
pey, 215 ; on Mr Hastings’ treat- 
ment of the Begums, 248, 276 ; 
mterrupted by Mr Hastings, 251 ; 
his reply to the Lord Chancellor, 
282 ; concludes his address to the 
Lords, 439 , his letters to the 
Honourable Gerard Hamilton, 
442, 444 ; to the Marquis of Rock- 
ingham, 447—457; to Aithur 
Young, Esq., 449; to Charles 
Townshend, Esq , 451 ; to a 
Prussian gentleman, 452 , to 
William Burgh, Esq., 455 , to 
John Bomke, Esq , 463, to the 
Earl of Hillsborough, 465 ; to Di. 
Benjamin Pranklm, 468 , to Phi- 
lip Fiancis, Esq , 470 ; to Captain 
Woodford, 475 ; to Lord Gren- 
ville, 477 ; to Mrs. Crewe, 482 ; 
to Rev. Di Hussey, 484 ; to Ed- 
ward Malone, Esq., 490 ; to Dr. 
Laurence, 491—493, 497—499, 
502—506, 509—511; 519; to 
Thomas Keogh, Esq., 522; to 
I^o^d Chancellor Loughborough, 

Buike, William, one of the King of 
Tanj ore’s agents, vm. 466. 

Buxai, mteiview with the resident 
at, via, 90. 
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Cabooleat, or contract, vu. 417 — 
434, 438—441. 

Cams Verres, character of, vii. 237 

Calcutta, fort taken at, hy Surajah 
Dowla, vu. 59 , its conquest by 
the British, 60 , the Council at, 
63 ; secret treaty concluded at, 
76 ; ostensible Council formed at, 
164 ; power of the Council at, 
MU. 57 ; letter of the Directors 
to the Council at, 243 , letter 
fiom the president at, to the select 
Committee of the Directors, 314 ; 
Committee of revenue m, 377 ; 
Mahomedan college founded at, 
394. 

Calliaud, Major, commander of the 
British troops, vu. 62, 63, 65; 
concurs m the proposed revolu- 
tion, 64 ; visited m his tent by 
the Nabob of Bengal, 66 ; writes 
to Mr. Holwell, 67 ; affixes his 
seal to an instrument of blood 
and treachery, 68, his defence, 
70, 71; hears of the death of 
Prince Meeran, 75 

Camac, Colonel, vii. 401. 

Cantoo Baboo, the banyan, a 
Gentoo, tiust committed to, vu. 
46, 138, 142 ; farms given to 
him, 139 ; commanded by Mr. 
Hastings not to appear befoie the 
Board, 288 ; secret unknown to, 
419—423. 

Cantoo Naut, adoption of, vu. 443. 

Capitation-tax, the Hindoos freed 
fiom the, vu. 51. 

Carhamplon, Lord, appointment of, 
viii. 518. 

Carnatic, desolation of the, viii. 432. 

Cartier, Sir John, Governoi, orders 
ot, 313, 385. 

Castes, or orders among the Gentoos, 
vu. 45. 

Gatholics, atheism among, viii 485 ; 
treatment of the, 494 ; their griev- 
ances, 499 ; on concessions to the, 
512; claims of the, 515; perse- 
cuted, 525. 

Champion, Colonel, letter to, vii. 
363- 


Chapman, Mi , commission given to^ 
viii. 395—409 

Chardin’s Travels, alluded to, \iii. 
260 

Charity, its lustre m retirement, 'Vii* 
320 


Charter of the East India Company, 
vu. 42. 

Cheit Sing, the days of, vii. 49 — 51 ; 
laige bribe received from, 412 — 
417, 434; his present to Mi. 
Hastings, 435 ; case of, viii 9 ; 
charge brought by Mr. Hastings 
against, 9, 11 ; his sovereignty 
in Benares, 10 ; his supposed in- 
trigues with the Nabob of Oude, 
14 ; flight of, 15 ; fine imposed 
on, tb. ; rebellion of, 16, 245 ; 
writes to Mr. Hastings to appease 
las wrath, 20 ; arrested, 38 ; in- 
sult and brutality to, 39; his 
wives and family, 47 ; expelled 
from his dominions, 53 ; im- 
peachment of, 93 ; his ancestors 
slandered, 107 

Chevalier, Mr., declaration of, Mil. 
327. 


Chittendur, Mr., evidence <?f, vii. 292. 

Chowkey, or place of guard, vu- 49. 

Chunar, treaty of, viii. 35, 156, 168, 
169, 221 ; the Nabob ordered to, 
158; the castle of, 209. 

Clavermg, General, alluded to, vii. 
149,154,156; his protest against 
the military brigade, 155 ; his 
death, 163, 180, 304, 325 ; viii. 
115, 354; his high character, vu. 
302; reply of, viii. 406. 

Clive, Lord, genius of, vii. 60 ; his 
return to Europe, 61 , 90 ; pro- 
ceeds to India to redress the 
grievances of the country, 87, 91 ; 
wise measures adopted by, 88 ; 
his arrival in India, viii. 132, 244 ; 
complaints made to, 245 ; the 
predecessor of Warren Hastings, 


385. 


Coja Petruse, an Armenian, vii. 
76. 


Colebrooke, Mr , the Persian trans- 
lator, Till. 118; report of, *6. 
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Colchester committee, its proceed- 
ings, vii 235. 

Com, Governor of, put to death, vii 
115. 

Commerce, the riches of a country, 
vii. 79. 

Commons, House of, part taken hy, 
m the impeachment of Warren 
Hastmgs, vu, 9 ; watch over the 
affairs of India, 12; defence of 
Warren Hastmgs before the, 13 ; 
Its consideration and forbearance, 
14; inqunies in, concerning pe- 
culations in India, 154 ; admoni- 

. tion of, to Mr. Burke, 346 ; re 
lution of, 349 , its sense of Mr. 
Hastings’ criminality, 457 ; Mi 
Hastmgs’ accusation agamst the, 
462 ; its duties, 465 ; passed the 
regulating Act m 1773, viii. 317 ; 
defiance of the, 424. 

Congress, American, proceedings of 
the, viiL 468, 

Conscience, testimony of a person to 
his o-wTi, vii. 72. 

Constitution, British, its excellence, 

vii. 10. 

Contracts, purpose for which they 
were given, viii. 369. 

Conyers, Miss, \m 462 

Coote, Sir Eyre, pension to, vm 
267, his letter to the Boaid at 
Calcutta, 291 ; contract of, 370. 

Corah and Allahabad, their transfer, 

viii. 427 ; value of, ib. 

Cork, extracts of letters fi-oim, vin. 
513. 

Cornwallis, Lord, vn. 344, 393 — 
404 ; government of, vin. 34 , 
powers intrusted to him, tb. ; in- 
quiry instituted by, 98 ; letter 
from, 298, inquisition of, 411; 
evidence of, 413. 

Coromandel, the Governors of, vii. 
154. 

Corruption, system of, vii. 140, 
consequences of, 338. 

Cossim Ally Cawn, murders Ins fa- 
ther-m-law, vn. 63 , a bold and 
designing man, 74; leports le- 
specting, 75; treaty with, 76; , 


his accession to the throne of 
Bengal, 77 ; murders perpetrated 
by, tb . ; his nefauous tyranny, 
78 ; his slaughter of the English at 
Patna, 81 ; war declared agamst, 
tb ; defeated by the English, 86 ; 
allies to his cause, tb ; his ex- 
pulsion fiom Bengal, vm 308. 

Councils, piovincial, established, 
vm. 374, members of it, 375. 

Covenants, sent out by the East 
India Company, vn. 132. 

Crewe, Mrs., letter of Mr. Burke to, 
vm. 482. 

Crime, punishment of, vu. 114, 

Crimes, charged against Warren 
Hastmgs, vn. 14. 

Crofts, Mr-, sub-treasurer, vii. 135, 
155; enor of, vm. 425. 

Cuningharae, Mr., created a peer, 
vm. 494 

Cuttah, rumous state of, vm. 290. 

Dancing girls of India, vii. 265, 318. 

Davy, Major, an oriental scholar, 
vu. 497 ; military Persian inter- 
preter, viu. 119. 

Dehi Smg, an agent of Mr Hast- 
ings’s, vn 172 ; in possession of 
the Kajah’s affans, 173 ; the 
committee’s recommendation of, 
174, some account of, 175; his 
exaction in Purnea, 176 ; pio- 
vmces intrusted to his chaige, 
177, 180 ; seragho of ladies formed 
by, 178 ; Ins infamous acts, 179 ; 
tribute exacted by, 181 ; his ty- 
ranny and oppiession, 184; ui- 
quny into his conduct, ib. ; sum- 
moned to Calcutta, 195 ; his 
detention there, 200; false sem- 
blance of a trial of, 202 ; opinion 
of him, 206 ; a monster of in- 
iquity, 443. 

Debrett, Mr, pamphlet published 
hy, vu. 451 ; alluded to in par- 
liament, 452. 

Deep-ploughing, practice of, vm. 
449. 

Delay, lecrimmatory charge of, vu. 



Berbedgy Smg, thrown into prison, 
vm 115. 

Despotism, definition of, vn. 101 

Devaynes, Wilhan:, letter to, vii 
397, 414. 

Bewan, or steward of the country, 
ni. 208 

Dignity, ideas of, vii 285. 

Dinagepore, tiansactions at, vn 
1 70, 442 ; death of the Rajah of, 
170 ; decision relative to the suc- 
cession, tb. ; tribute exacted in, 

1 81 ; bribes received for, 225, 
228 , the province of, 415, 416 ; 
proceedings in, 442 ; power of 
Gunga Govin Sing m, 443 ; the 
Rajah of, vm. 384 

Donation, public, forbidden, vu.365. 

Dover, Lord, vii 476 

Dow’s History, ridiculous story in, 
vm. 107. 

D’Oyley, Sir John, vii. 150; ap- 
pointment of, 344; evidence of, 
vm, 340 , his account of his pro- 
ceedings, 341, 345 ; offer to, 346 ; 
intervention of, 351. 

Duncan, Mi , his estimate of the re- 
venue of Benares, viu. 65; re- 
port of, 98, 102. 

Dundas, Mr,, resolution moved by, 
viu. 428. 

Duxbedgy Sing, thrown into pnsc,/i, 
VIU. 54, 59, 75 ; bound to furnish 
certain sums, 65 ; his appoint- 
ment, 68 ; pays the revenues, 71 ; 
complaints against, 72 ; charac- 
ter of, 75 ; instructions relative 
to, 78 ; hardships and mdignities 
suffered by, 80 ; debt of, 83 ; his 
death, 84; his property confis- 
cated, 85. 

Dustuck, or permit, vn. 79. 

East India Company, power of the, 
vii. 20 ; their charters, ib. ; origin 
of the, 22 ; their high preroga- 
tives, 22, 79; become a great 
empire, 23 ; system of their ser- 
vice, 24; their factories consu- 
lted into presidencies, %b , ; a de- 
putation of individuals, 25 , their 


spirit of monopoly, 26 ; abuses m 
their service, 28 ; rules and laws 
laid down for the conduct of their 
servants, 30 ; undue influence of 
Warren Hastings over their affairs, 
31 ; their mercantile regulations, 
36 ; all their transactions placed 
on record, 38 ; nature of their 
constitution, 41 ; their condition iii 
1773, 65 ; mquiry instituted by, 
69 ; indignation of the Directors 
of the, 82 ; alarmed at the wars 
in India, 86 ; send out Lord Clive 
to redress the grievances of the 
country, 87 ; and another com- 
mission to India, in 1769, 90; 
thank Mi. Hastings for his ser- 
vices,l22,123; despatch covenants 
to their servants m India, 132 ; 
institute an inquiry into corrup- 
tions, 141 , iheir authority op- 
posed by Mr. Hastmgs, 142, bribe- 
ry rumous to their affairs, 244 ; 
report of Mahomed Reza Khfin 
to, 246 ; forbid the takmg of pre- 
sents, 247 ; their directions as to 
a successor of Mahomed Reza 
Khfin, 263 ; their general code of 
instructions, 274 , proceedings in 
their prosecutions, 315 ; censure 
of the, 333 ; three of their bonds 
called for by Mr Hastings, 372 ; 
letter to, 377 , demand from Mr. 
Hastings an explanation, 399 ; 
frustration of their inquiries, 438 ; 
Ueaty of Azoph ul Dowlah with, 
viii HI ; extract from their re- 
cords, 119; feelmg of the Direct- 
ors on the removal of Mi. Biis- 
tow, 122; their orders to Mr. 
Hastings, 211 ; letter from, to the 
board at Calcutta, 243; their 
orders broken, 255; abuses of 
their government, 358 ; disorders 
of their service, 362 ; corruption 
of their servants, 373, 397 ; their 
expenses for a Mahomedan col- 
lege, 411. 

East Indies, oppiessions in our pos- 
sessions there, vii. 3 — 9 , disor- 
ders in, 12 ; justice demanded fo 
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1 6 ; enormons wealth brought into 
this country from the, 17 , two 
distmct people inhabit the coun- 
try, 42 ; British acquisitions m, 
60; Its condition in 1765, 252; 
complaints of growmg evil in the, 
342 ; power of the government 
m the, 117. 

Education of the world, viii. 357. 

Edwards, Captain, evidence ofl vm. 
145, 234, 294. 

Elya Khan, objects of, viii, 289. 

Emoluments, temptation of, vii. 
249. 

England, the people of, vii. 458. 

English m India, a nation of place- 
men, vii. 26. 

Enough, meamng of the word, vui, 
483. 

Erskme, Captain, court-martial on, 
viii. 151. 

Erskine’s pamphlet, viii. 505. 

Etty, Mr., mmister of Whitchurch, 
vui. 526. 

Fairfax, Major, an agent of Mr. 
Hastings, vii. 376—411 

Farmer, Major, vii. 420—423. 

Farmers, complamts against, vui, 
377. 

Fine, meaning of the word, vm. 
18. 

Fitzwilhain, Lord, moderation of. 
Til. 6, his maxims and senti- 
ments, viu. 516 ; policy of, 521 ; 
his knowledge of Insh afFau’s, 
528. 

Fortunes, how acquired m India, 
viu 448. 

Fowke, Mr., his removal from Be- 
nares, viii. 56, 121 ; i reign of, 
87. 

Fox, Mr., his speeches, vui- 506, 
opmions of, 507. 

France, beauty of the Queen of, viii. 
472 ; the revolution in, 478 , an 
enemy to all lehgion, 488. 

Francis, Mr., vii 149, 154, 156; 
his retirement from office, 180, 
interrogated by the Governor-Ge- 
neral, 273 ; declaration of^ 277 — ' 


284 ; representation respecting, 
304; his honourable conduct, 
336 ; his concession to Mr. Hast- 
mgs, 337 ; his return to Europe, 
369; minute of, 156; motion 
of, viu. 339; his desire to obey 
the Company’s orders, %h. 342. 

Francis, Philip, lEsq , letter of Mr. 
Burke to, vm. 470. 

Franklm, Dr., his correspondence 
with Mr. Burke, viu. 468—470. 

Funeral festivals m India, vii 217. 

Fyzahad, treasures seized at, vui. 
184 ; paper of intelligence from, 
271. 

Fyzoola Khto, his letter to the Go- 
vernor-General, Yiii. 290. 

Ganges, river, its purifying waters, 
viu 388. 

Gentleman, Prussian, letter of Mr. 
Burke to, vm. 452. 

Gentoos, some account of the, vii. 
44 ; orders and castes among the, 
45 ; their laws and institutions, 
46 ; the origmal people of Hin- 
doostan, t5.; their religion, 47 ; 
laws of the, 118, 491 ; dispersed 
mto tribes, 492. 

Ghengiz Khin, the institutes of, viu 
107 ; vm. 4 ; impioves the laws 
of his country, viu 495 ; his con- 
quests, 496. 

Gilpm, Major, his letter to Mr. Mid- 
dleton, \ui. 198 ; leply to it, 199 , 
letter of Mr. Richard Johnson to, 
200 ; examination of, 222 ; his 
evidence, 237 ; his letters to Mr. 
Bristow, 269. 

Gobmd Ram, Rajah, arzees sent by, 
to the Vizier, viu. 129, 133 ; let- 
ter of the Nabob to, ih.i alarm 
of, 144 ; letter to, 147. 

Goddard, General, viu, 431. 

Goodlad, Mr., his appointment, vii. 
172; representations of, 192; 
charges against, 205. 

Goordass, Rajah, appointment of, 
vu. 229 ; his good character, 270, 
289. ^ 

Gordon, Captain, ingratitude of, viu. 
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222 ; statement of the Begum re- 
specting, 224 , his letter to J e-war 
and Behar Ali Kh^n, 225; his 
address to the Begums, 226 ; evi- 
dence of, 227. 

Goring, Mr., the commissioner, -vni. 
296 

Goupaul Doss, a prisoner of Cheit 
Sing, vii. 374. 

Government, the true principles of, 
vii. 100. 

Governor, a had one described, viii. 
366. 

Go-wer, Lord, viii. 479 

Granville, Lord, speech of, vm. 513. 

Gratitude, heroic, vm. 385 

Grattan, Mr., projects of, vm 521. 

Greatness, an unstable thing, vii. 
336. 

Grenville, Lord, letter of Mr. Buike 
to, -vm. 477. 

Grey, Mr., statement of, vm 8, 9. 

Guilt, a crooked, intricate thing, vu. 
38 ; never a rational one, 160. 

Grmga Govm Sing, po-wer of, vu 
40, the friend of Mr. Hastings, 
164, 210 ; authority delegated to, 
165; vm. 354, 381 ; his infamous 
character, vu. 167 , effects of his 
^cret agency, 172; villanies of, 
203; grants of land to, 212; his 
abuse of power, 213; what were 
his services, 214; his unlimited 
control, 217, 443 ; his gross ciini- 
inality, 223 , motion relative to, 
224 ; liis line of action, 366, 427 ; 
sum said to have been paid by, for 
his preferment, 428 ; money m his 
hands, 433 ; rapacities of, vm. 94 ; 
a great villain, 355; the bribe- 
hroker of Mr. Hastings, 383 ; re- 
ply of, 386. 

Gunges, establishment of, vm. 147. 

Gurrah Dehmah, pergunnah of, 
vm. 99, 

Halhed, Mr., his translation of the 
Gentoo code of laws, vu. 491, 
502 ; evidence of, vm. 140, 

Halifax, Lord, pensiong ranted by? 
YUl. 442. 


Hannay, Colonel, vm. 138 ; com- 
mands the troops, 139; liis pro- 
ceedings as faimer-general, ^5. ; 
arbitrary conduct of, 143, his 
death, 144 , communication of the 
Nabob relative to, 145; terrible 
effects of his operations, ib, ; state- 
ment respecting, 228; cruelties 
of, 295 

Hare and the Frogs, fable of the, 
vm. 498. 

Hastings, Mrs., sum presented to, 
vu. 439 , vm. 503. 

Hastings, Warren, his trial be- 
fore the House of Lords, vu. 8 ; 
his defence before the Commons, 
13, 29, 50, 297; crimes charged 
against, 14, his system of mis- 
rule, 25 ; his agents, 36, 135 ; 
privileges claimed by, 41 ; state 
of Indian affairs at the commence- 
ment of his government, 55 , acts 
as interpreter in the memorable 
story of the Thiee Seals, 68 , ter- 
rible effects of his mtrigues, 79 , 
charged with bribery, 85 , his 
duties as Governor, 92 ; viu. 12 ; 
advocates arbitrary power, vii. 96; 
his maxims and principles, 119, 
his system of peculation and 
bribery, 126, 358 ; confiscates the 
landed property in Bengal, 136 ; 
•viu. 352 ; acts in defiance of the 
Company, vii. 142, 264, 269, 325, 
337 ; viii. 121, 211, 331 ; bribes 
received by, vii 144; breaks np 
the Council, ^b . ; his charges 
against Nundcomar, 145 ; dis- 
places Mahomed Reza Kh^ from 
office, 149 ; his extraoidinary pro- 
ceedings, 157 ; provincial Coun- 
cils appointed by, 163 ; -nii 374 ; 
receives a bribe of £40,000, vu 
176; provinces mtrusted by, to 
Debi Sing, 180; his tyranny m 
Rungpore, 185; his committee 
of revenue, 192; viu. 377; his 
friendship for Gunga Govm Sing, 
vu. 210; viii. 383; his govern- 
ment a system of oppression and 
loTtbery, vu 225 ; articles of im* 
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peachment against, 231 ; his emo- 
lument as Governor, 250; viii. 
404 , armed with great power to 
correct abuses, vii 253, impri- 
sons Mr Shitabioy, 262 ; his ele- 
Tation of Mimny Begum, 265 ; 
his false pretences and fabrica- 
tions, 272 ; charge of Nundcomar 
against, 273 — 275 ; vm. 399 ; sum 
paid him for the rajahship of 
Munny Begum, vii 273 ; minute 
entered by him m defence ot his 
conduct, 276; imprisons Nund- 
comar, 288 ; costly entertamment 
given to him, 294, 318 ; his plan 
for regulating the Company’s ser- 
vice, 307 ; presumptive proofs of 
his guilt, 317 — 323; protest of, 
324; censured hy the Company, 
333 ; his promises, 339 ; his frauds 
and artifices, 362, 435 , letter 
from Colonel Champion to, 365; 
donation of his bribes to the txea- 
sury, 367 , his apprehensions, 
369 ; calls for the Company’s 
bonds, 372 ; receives a present of 
£100,000, ; his system of con- 

cealment, 379, 400, 407 ; his cor- 
rupt acts, 380 , alarmed at the 
parliamentary inquiry, 383 ; bor- 
rows a large sum from Rajah 
Nobkissen, 391 , his prevancatmg 
letteis, 397, 414; his system, of 
accounts, 426 ; receives a valu- 
able present from Cheit Smg, tb . ; 
his proceedings in Dipagepore, 
442 ; testimony of Radanaut in 
his ihvour, 443, 447; viii. 387; 
summary of charges against, vii. 
447 ; report of Mr. Burke to the 
House of Commons on his pro- 
ceedmgs, 452 ; enormity of his 
crimes, 469 ; complamts in his 
petition to parliament, 480 ; his 
treatment of the natives of India, 
vui. 5; his false system of de- 
fence, 6 ; his charges against Cheit 
Smg, 10; his conduct towards 
the Rajah, 12; rebellion m con- 
eequence of his extortions, 17, 
40 , letters of Cheit Smg to, 20 ; 


receives proposals for delivering 
up the provmce of Benares, 22 ; 
accusation of Nundcomar against, 
26 ; arrests the Rajah, 37 ; pro- 
clamation of, 49 ; his clandestine 
correspondence with Mr. Mark- 
ham, 56, 72 , declares his author- 
ity absolute, 57 ; augments the 
tnbute, 62 , his lettei to the Coun- 
cil of Calcutta, 73 , imprisons 
Derbedgy Smg, 75; his visit to 
Benares, 87 ; his tyranny m that 
province, 96 ; greatly feaied in 
India, 106 ; his conduct to the 
Nabob of Oude, 113 ; obtains its 
entire government, 117, 132 ; ad- 
dress of the Nabob of Oude to, 
145 ; his character of British of- 
ficers, 150 ; confiscates the jag- 
hires, 164 ; letters of Mr. Mid- 
dleton to, 169—171 ; seizes the 
treasuies of the Begums, 180, 
184 ; letter of the Vizier’s mother 
to, 223, ordered to restore the 
Begums, 246 ; interrupts Mr 
Burke, 251 , letter of the Vizier 
to, 255; his treatment of the 
women and children of Sujah ul 
Dowlah, 259 ; consequences of 
his tyranny, 276 , his extraor- 
dmary letters to the Diiectois, 
296 ; documents in vindication of 
his character, 302, 304; his op- 
pressions in Bengal, 308, nnpii- 
sons Mahomed Reza Khfin, 311 ; 
letter of the Court of Directors to, 
%b. ; his correspondence with 
Sudder-ul-Hoe Kh^n, 334; fa- 
vours Munny Begum, 347 — 350, 
352 — 354 ; commission appointed 
by, 354; his proceedings on the 
Coromandel coast, 359 ; a bul- 
lock-contractor, 361 ; his pedi- 
gree, lb ; his unexampled atroci- 
ties, 384; his accusation against 
Mr. Middleton, 390 ; founds a 
Mahomedan college, 394, 410 ; 
justifies his acts, 408, testimony 
of the zemindars to him, 418; his 
defiance of the House of Com- 
mons, 424 ; sells the provinces of 
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Cfiralx and Allalialjad to the Vi- 
zier, 427 ; makes peace with the 
Mahrattas, 429 , breaks the treaty 
of Porunda, 434; secietmotnes 
of his actions, %h. 

Hecuba, queen of Troy, viii. 473 
Hedaia, its publication, vii. 497, 
vm. 12, quoted, 181--184, 260 
Hillsborough, Earl of, letters of Mi. 
Burke to, vm. 465 ; particulars 
respecting, ib 

Hindoos, manners and customs of 
the, vu. 43 ; polity of the, 49. 
Hmdoostan, the original inhabitants 
of, vu. 43. 

Hircarrahs, or persons to collect po- 
litical intelligence, viii. 21. 

Holt, Mr., evidence of, viii. 145, 
201, 270, 276. 

Hoh\ell, Mr., his work on Bengal, 
vu. 48 ; extiacts from it, 51 — ^53 ; 
ambttion of, 63 , plot formed by, 
6 1 , designs imputed to, 71 ; plan 
urged on by, 74 , pious prediction 
of, 78 ; dreadful effect of his in- 
trigues, 79. 

Honour, piinciples of, vii. 418 ; 

among conspirators, 419. 

Hoolas, Boi, mstiuctions to, viii. 
240 ; confidentially employed by 
Mr. Middleton, ib.} examuied 
before Sir Elijah Impey, 241. 
Hoshmund All Khfin, reprimanded, 
viii 272 

Hospitality at Moorshedabad, vu. 
147 

House of Commons. See Com- 
mons. 

House of Lords. See Lords 
Howe, Lord, gloiious victory of, 
vm. 420 

Hudson, Mr., mqmries made of, vu 
477. 

Hussey, the Rev. Di., letter of Mr, 
Burke to, viii. 434. 

Hussey’s pastoral letter, viii 517. 
Hyder Ally, desolates the Carnatic, 
viii. 432 

Hyder Beg Kh^ln, extract of a let 
ter from, viii. 134, 192 , statemem 
respecting, 203; testimony of, 


236; his letter to the Govomoi 
and council, 304. 

Hyder Naig, hostilities against, vm 
431. 

m&m, qualities requisite m one, 
vn. 499. 

Impey, Sir Elijah, a legislator foi 
India, vu. 28; mquiry of, 147, 
349 ; complaint against, 354 ; 
opmion of, 446 , suit befoie, viii. 
51; orders fiom, 179; not fit to 
give an opinion on Mahomedan 
law, 182; question put to, 183; 
letter of Mi. Middleton to, 192, 
conduct of, 214; his secret in- 
structions, 215; affidavits of, 215 
— 219 ; violates the law of hospi- 
tality, 220 ; declaration of, 232 ; 
deposition of Hoolas Roi before, 
241 , instrumentality of, 257. 
Imposts, laid upon the people, vu. 
116. 

Inchiqum, Lady, vui. 491, 

India, abuses in, vu. 479 ; laws and 
rights of the people m, 491 ; three 
kinds of people m, %b. ; Tartarian 
government of, 494 ; on sovereign 
power in, vui. 6 ; state of trade 
in, 97. 

Ireland, must be protected, vui 487 , 
state of affairs in, 517 ; distracted 
state of, 523; faction in, 524; 
cause of her evils, 525. 

Irish, their privileges, vui. 486. 
Ishmael l^eg, negotiation with, vm. 
148; dfepredations m his juris- 
diction, 149. 

Jacobmism, cause of, vui. 527. 
Jacobms, English, faction of the, 
viii. 481 

Jaffier Ally Kh§.n, death of, vii. 254. 
Jaggerdoo Sing, his appointment as 
naib, viu. 55, 85, 91 ; displaced 
fiom office, 94. 

Jj^hires, nature of, explained, viii. 
162 , confiscated by Mr. Hast- 
ings, 164 ; on the resumption of, 
169. 

Jaques, Captain leonard, his cor* 
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respondence with Mi. Middleton, 
Mil. 197, 198; his letters to Mr. 
Johnson, 268. 

Jeeps, or obligations, vii. 78. 

Jewar and Behar Ah Kh&n, eu- 
nuchs, arrested, Tin. 191, 192; 
gi-ve their bonds for £600,000, 
194; thrown into prison, 197, 198; 
confined for a j ear, 203 ; released, 
204 ; letter ot Captain Gordon to, 
225. 

Johnson, Mr., viii. 121 — 129, his 
letter to Major Gilpin, 200 ; his 
letters to the commanding of- 
ficer of the guard, 201 ; outrages 
of, 202 , his wicked conduct, 214; 
letters of Captain Leonard Jaques 
to, 268 , charges agamst, 391. 

Juggut Seit, principal persons of his 
house murdered, vii 78 , testi- 
mony of, 246 , his declaration, 316. 

Junius, author of, vm. 451. 

Justice, the attribute of, tu. 232 ; 
strange idea of, 390 ; considera- 
tions of, TUI 234. 

Kanon^a part of the Mahomedan 
law, TU 117. 

Kelleram and Cullian Smg, Rajahs, 
appointment of, tu. 226. 

Keogh, Thomas, Esq., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, tui 522. 

lih^ Jehhn Khfin, sale of an office 
to, Til. 151 

Khereed, pergunnah of, Tui. 99. 

Khourd Mhal, or lesser -palace, Tiii 
261 ; ladies in the, 263 — ^268 ; 
their treatment, 272 — 276. 

King, not accountable in this coun- 
try for his actions, tu. 102, 

Kissenagore, road to, tu. 321. 

Knox, Captam, evidence of, vii. 70 
—72. 

Koran, precepts of the, vii. 105. 

La Fayette, conduct of, vm. 502. 

Lands, false estimate of their value. 
Til. 220—222. 

Lapwing, her arrival in India, vii. 
245. 

Larkins, Mr.. Accountant-General, 


vii. 135 — 155 ; the white confi • 
dant of Mr. Hastings, 168; his 
account of bribes, 169 , secret be- 
tween him and Mr. Hastings, 380 ; 
falsifies the Company’s accounts, 
382—387,400—408,413; object 
of his letter, 432 ; his explana- 
tions, 437; examii ed m the House 
of Commons, 475. 

Lataffit All Kh5n, m chaige of the 
Nabob’s ladies, Till. 268, 269, en- 
deavours to appease their cla- 
mours, 272. 

Laurence, Di , letters of Mr. Burke 
to, vm. 491—493, 497—499, 502 
—506, 509-511, 519. 

Law, benefits of the, vu 104, 

Laws of England, for the poor as 
well as for the rich, vii. 18. 

Lawyers, glory of the great ones in 
this country, vii. 309 ; do not ad- 
vise a prosecution, 313. 

Lemaistre, Mr., vm. 323. 

Leycester, Mr , remonstrance of, "vii. 
246; Till. 315. 

Life, performance of the duties of, 
Til. 348. 

London, on reviving its importance, 
Till. 462. 

Lords, House of, trial of Warren 
Hastmgs in the, vu 8 , power of 
the, 16 , appeal of Mi. Burke to, 
455. 

Loughborough, Lord, letter of Mr 
Burke to, vm. 526. 

Lovat, Lord, trial of, vm. 233. 

Lucknaut Nundy, son of Cantoo 
Baboo, vu. 219. * 

Lucknow, on the appointment of 
Mr. Bristow at, vm. 130; tribu- 
nal at, 185. 

Lumsden, Mr., viii. 139. 

Lushington, Mr., implication of, vii, 
69, affidavit made by, 70; de- 
position of, 72. 

Luttrell, General, viii. 501. 

Macclesfield, Lord, impeachment 
of, m 1725, vu. 11 ; lus complaint 
of the Commons, 466 ; sentence 
passed upon, vm. 438. 
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Macguire, Peter, vu. 69 , gives up 
Ramarain, who is murdeied, 79. 

Macpherson, Mr., a friend of Mr. 
Hastings, viii. 129; letter of 
Hydei BegHh^n to, 134; letter 
from the Vizier to, 156; his opin- 
ion respectmg the Begums, 246. 

Mahdajee Scmdia, panegyric of, vii. 
124. 

Mahomed the piophet, followers of, 
vii, 49 

Mahomed Reza Khltn, a man m 
high authoiity, vii 83, 175; vm. 
3U9 , acknowledged deputy-na- 
bob, vn. 84; made deputy-steward 
of the East India Company, 90 ; 
turned out of his offices, 91 ; his 
re-appomtment, 149, 324, 335 
— 337 , via. 340, 341 ; displaced 
by Mr Hastings, vii 150, 262, 
323 , great sums of money lent 
to, 17G , the judge of Debi Smg, 
202 , extraordmaiy narrative of, 
246, chaiges against, 255; vm. 
311; impiisoned, vii 258; vm. 
31 1 , his influence, vu. 259; acts 
of violence against, 270 , his ac- 
quittal, 323; vm 319, accounts 
demanded of him, vu 333 ; he is 
again deposed, 337 ; a mere cy- 
pher, vui 347 , evidence of, 400 ; 
his testimony lespecting the Ma- 
homedan college, 411. 

Mahomedan college, founded at 
Calcutta, viii. 394, 410. 

Mahomedan government, its ex- 
tinction, vm. 357. 

Mahomedans, laws among the, vii. 
498 ; in Bengal, vm. 306 ; Eng- 
lish interest in, 307. 

Mahrattas, ciuelty of the, vii. 54 ; 
peace made with the, vm. 429. 

Malmesbury, Lord, his mission to 
the king of Prussia, vm 420. 

Malone, Edward, letter of Mr 
Buike to, vu. 490 

Markham, Mr., consultation with, 
vm. 13 ; opmion of, 22 ; com- 
munications to, 43 ; authority 
given to, 54, 120; clandestine 
correspondence with, 56, 72 ; no 


minated to the residency at Be- 
nares, 58 ; placed over the yiung 
Rajah, 62 — 67; paper presented 
bv, 64; complaint agamst, 81, 
letter of Mr. Hastings to, 83; 
succeeded by Mr. Benn, 84, 
power of, 86 ; comes to Europe, 
57. 

Marlborough, Duke of, viii. 503. 

Maury, Ahbe, lus speeches, via. 475. 

Meeran, son of the Nabob of Ben- 
gal, vu. 65 — 67 , said to hai e 
been killed by a flash of lightning, 
75. 

Meer Jaffier, negotiations with, vu. 
60 , murdered, 63 , demise of, 
245 , viii. 314 ; deputation ap- 
pointed to raise his son to the 
subahdarry, vu. 245 

Mehip Neram, Rajah, appointed to 
the government of Benares, viii 
53, petition from,* 81. 

Men, bad, always employed for evil 
ends, vu. 168. 

Middleton, Mi., the associate of Mr 
Hastmgs, vu. 147 ; sum received 
by 294, 322 ; appointed resident 
at Oude, viii 122 ; displaced 
from office, 127 ; manages the 
money - transactions, 128 , his 
promptitude to obey the Govern- 
or-General, 158 ; usurps the Na- 
bob’s government, 168 ; letters of, 
169 — 171, 195 ; confiscations or- 
dered by, 174; orders of Mr. Hast- 
mgs to, 175 , his acts of violence, 
189 ; Statement of, 191, 192 , his 
letter to Sir Elijah Impey, %h ; 
seventies of, 196; his letter to 
Captain Leonard Jaques, 197 ; 
reply to it, ih ; letter of Major 
Gilpin to, 198; his reply, 199; 
his wicked conduct, 214 ; his in- 
structions to Hoolas Roi, 240 , 
agreement made by, 265 ; boun- 
tiful present offeied to, 3S9; ac- 
cusation agamst, 390 , found 
guilty, 393. 

Millex, James, agent of Mr. Hast- 
mgs, vu. 436. 

Milton, Loid Viscount, letter of Mr. 
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Rochester to, on the life and writ- 
ings of Mr. Burke, vn. 1. 

Ministers and nabobs, sale of their 
offices, vii. 86. ^ 

Mirabeau, Count de, "vii 476. 

Mirza Shuffee Klh&.n, an Indian no- 
ble, viii. 190. 

Mobarick-ul-Dowla, Tii. 255 ; his 
improper requisition, 334 ; money 
lent to, 344, succeeds Nuzimut 
Dowlah, viu 313 ; letters of Mr, 
'Hastings to, 340 — 344. ^ 

Mogul Empire, great charter from 
the, Til. 21 ; cml wars m the, 
53 j Institutes of its founder, 108 ; 
usage of the, 485 

Mohun Persaud, hanged, vii, 85, 
hears witness against Nundcoraar, 
146. 

Monghir, treaty of, vii. 80 ; dissa- 
tistaction caused by it, %b. 

Monson, Colonel, vii. 149 — 154; 
his death, 163, 180, 303, 325 , vm 
117. 

Montesquieu, supposition of, -v 

261 

Moorshedabad, the British army 
before, vii. 64 ; the seat of the 
native government, 91 ; Council 
of, revenue at, ih ; council of, 
broken up by Mr Hastings, 179 : 
expensive entertainment given to 
Ml. Hastings at, 294 — 318. 

Morality, geographical, plan of, vu. 
94, 114; false, vui. .355. 

Morgan, Colonel, letter to, vm. 172, 
216. ' 

Mott, Mr., dreadful fate of, vii 79 

Mozuffir Jung, Nabob, corapUmts 
to, viii 148. 

Muged O’den, professor at Calcutta, 
vm. 409 : turned out of office, 
412. 

Munny Begum, her sons nominated 
to the throne of Bengal, vu. 85 ; 
appomtment given to, 143, biibes 
from, 147 ; raised to the musnud, 
255 , her elevation, 265, 266, 326 ; 
her history, 266 ; vm. 318 ; sum 
paid for her appointment to the 
mjahship, vu. 273; letter 


287 ; answer of, 291 ; her evi- 
dence, 292; her guaidianship of 
the Nabob, 323 ; viii. 313 ; end 
put to her government, vu. 324 ; 
allowance made to, 325 ; forgery 
of a letter fiom, 356 , particulais 
respecting, vm. 189 ; hei connex- 
ions, 190, 318 ; administration 
of, 338, 343, 347 ; her character, 
347 , a sentimental lady, 349 ; a 
dealer m spirits, %h. 

Munro, Sir Hector, viii. 400. 

Murteza KhRn, elevation of, vut 
288. 

Mustapha Khdn, linprisonment of 
vm. 142. 

Myrza Hyder Ally, distress of, vm. 
278. 

Nabob of Bengal, visits the British 
commander-in-chief, vil. 16; ex- 
tiaoxdmaiy proposition of, %h , , 
compelled to abdicate his govern- 
ment, 77 ; restoied to it, 82. 

Naib, the office of, vm 37. 

Nations, one law of, vu. 1,21. 

Nizamut, signification of 
vm 331. 

Nobkissen, Rajah, bribe fiom, vu. 
235 ; sum disbursed by, 391, 39 J , 
mtrusted with the management of 
an important district, 394; em- 
ployed in founding a Mahomedaii 
college, viu 294 

Nuddea, province of, vn. 416, 43i, 
436, 

Nudjeeve, or armed soldier, mu 
229, 

Nudjeive Kh5,n, stoppage of liis 
pension, viu. 428. 

Nundcomai, Raiah, his high rank, 
vu. 83; ins disappointed hopes, 
84; taken pnsoner fo Calcutta, 
85; charges Mr. Hastings with 
bribery, e2>. ; his great author- 
ity, 142; character of, 143; liis 
disclosures of peculation, 144; 
charged with conspiracy, 145; 
hanged for forgery, 146, 151 ; 
vm. 355 , trust conferrtRi on, vu. 
261 9 his charge against Mr. Hast* 
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ings, 273 ,* viii. 26, 399 ; letter of, 
vu. 275; evidence of, ib.; re- 
fusal of Ml. Hastings to confront 
itim, 279; pronounced to be a 
wietch, 280; objections to bis 
political character, 283 ; letter of 
Munny Begum in support of bis 
evidence, 287 ; imprisoned by 
order of Mr. Hastings, 288. 

Nunduloll, character of, vu. 431. 

Nuzzer, or tribute of acknowledg- 
ment, vu. 248. 

Officers, British, character given of, 
by Mr Hastings, vm 150. 

Offices, wholesale sale of, vu. 140. 

Oliver, Mr , his corruptions, viu. 
464. 

Oossaun Sing, declared naib, viii. 
38 ; accusations of, 68. 

Opinion, empire and law of, vu. 44. 

Oriental metaphor, beauties of, vii. 
238. 

Osborne, Major, command given 
to, viii. 146 , depredations of, 
149. 

Oude, princesses of, cruelly imprison- 
ed, vu 123 ; money taken from the 
Nabob of, 396, 415 , biibe from, 
422 , supposed intrigues witli him, 
Till 14 , province of, 1 04 ; some 
account of, lOG , condition of its 
inhabitants, 107 ; flounshmg stale 
of, 109 , ascendency of Mr. Hast- 
ings in, 118; revenue of, 138, 
the zemmdais of, 140, lebellion 
m, 142 ; causes that led to it, ib. ; 
ruination of the kingdom of, 157 ; 
usurpations in, 178 — 287 , disor- 
ders and confusion m, 291. 

Palmer, Major, viii. 134 ; enormous 
salary given to, 157. 

Parents, their love of their children, 
vm. 141. 

Pans, the parliament of, viu. 440. 

Parliament, on the powers of, vu 
229 ; evasion of an act of, 364. 

Paterson, Mr., his report on the 
state of Ilungpore, vii. 186 , his 
appointment as commissioner m 


Bengal, 1 93 ; inquires into the 
conduct of Debi Smg, 194; his 
reports thereon, 195 ; accusations 
against, 197 ; his efforts rendered 
abortive, 201 ; his pathetic Me- 
morials, 202. 

Patience, a great virtue m a go- 
vernor, vui 157. 

Patna, massacre at, vu. 81 ; letter 
from, 376. 

Patronage, on the influence of, Mn. 
154. 

Peculation, vu. 126, 140 ; disclo- 
sures of, 144 , not a military vice, 
vm. 151. 

Persia, the nursery of the Mahome- 
dan nobility, viii. 108, 

Pescush, or fine, vu 170, 172, 248. 

Pigot, Lord, governoi of Madras, 
vu. 60. 

Pitt, Mr., policy of, vui. 493. 

Plassey, battle of, vu. 60. 

Ponsonby, Mr , character of, vm. 
519; his plan of parliamentary 
reform, 520 

Popham, Colonel, viii. 36 ; state- 
ment of, 229. 

Portland, Duke of, vii 511, 516. 

Porunda, tieaty of, via 430, 433. 

Power, on the abuse of, vii 11, 19, 
253 ; of the East India Company, 
20, aibitraiy exercise of, 96, 
485 ; VIU 8, 69, 364 , its defini- 
tion by Mr Burke, 99. 

Presents, punishment for taking, vii. 
105 ; three kinds of, in the East, 
248. 1 

Piotestants, two kinds of, vm. 488. 

Providence, dispensations of, vu, 
233. 

Provincial Councils, appointment 
of, ill India, vii. 163, 203, 207. 

Prudence, the fiist of all virtues, vu. 
161. 

Prussia, king of, his military ar- 
rangements, vm. 453. 

Punishments in India, vii. 498 

Purling, Mr., an assertion of, viii, 
167 ; evidence of, 241 

Purnea, an extensive province, vu, 
176 . ligours and ^'xactions m. tb 
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Eadanaut, zemmdar, his xestimony 
to the character of Warien Hast- 
ings, vii. 238 , vm. 387 ; certifi- 
cate of, •vii. 444. 

Eagonaut Row, his establishment, 
viii. 433. 

Rajahs, or pnnces of Hindoostan, 
submit to Tamerlane, vu. 51 ; 
their stipulations, ih . , their influ- 
ential position, 52 ; asserts their 
rights, 53. 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, vu. 468. 

Ramarain, murdered by Cossira Ally 
Cawn, vii. 79. 

Records, public, their great value, 
vu 37—40. 

Religion, the highest act of, vu. 231. 

Ressenda, village of, vm. 100. 

Revenge, definition of, vn. 471. 

Revenue, collection of, in Bengal, 
vu. 226, 227 ; mode of obtaining, 
363 , committee of, at Calcutta, 
vm 377, 378 

Revolution Society, viu. 474. 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, works of, vm. 
490 

Ricobad Chowdry, vii. 219. 

Robbery, called a fine, vn. 52. 

Rockingham, Lady, chanty of, viii. 
484 

Rockingham, Maiquis of, his friend- 
ship for Mr. Burke, vu 1 — 4, 
letters of Mr Burke to, vm. 447 — 
457. 

Rohilla nation, sold to the Vizier, 
vm. 428-438 

Roman Catholics, rights oi” the, vii. 
6 

Romans, usage of the, vii 461 . 

Roses, war of the, vu. 53 

Roy Radachuin, appointment of, 
vm. 320. 

Rozannammas, or testimonies, vu. 
446; vm. 386— 416 

Rnngpore, cruelty and torture in, 
vu. 186, 187, insunection m, i92. 

Russia, her government and man- 
ners, viii 454. 

Saadit All Khdn, crimination of, 
viii. 217, 221, 222 


St. John, Mr., vn. 450. 

Salar Jung, the Nabob’s uncle, mu 
166. 

Salset, island of, \iii. 433. 

Sayer, Mr., his opinion conceming 
Mr. Hastings’ conduct, vii. 316. 

Scott, Majoi, paper delivered by, in 
favour of Mr Hastings, vn. 292 ; 
an agent of Mr Hastings’s, 376 ; 
intenogation of, 412 ; records 
kept m his trunk, viii, 119 — 127, 
131—135, 226—241. 

Seals, the three, story of the, vu. 65, 
442—479. 

Sekunderpoor, pergunnah of, viu. 
99. 

Seraglio, formed by Debi Sing, vu. 
178. 

Shah Chanim, sister to the Nabob 
Mahub ul Jung, viu. 318, 

Share, Belli aum, the chief of a tribe, 
vu 112. 

Shawe, Dr., anecdote related by, 
\u 18. 

Shee, Sir George, vm. 489. 

Shelborne faction, conduct of the, 
vui. 464. 

Shitabroy, Mr., imprisoned, vu. 262 
—293 

Shoie, Sir John, acting piesident of 
the committee, vn 208 ; state- 
ment of, 209 , minute of, vm. 350, 
376, 395. 

Situations, emolument fiom, vii. 27. 

Smith, Mr., agent to Warren Hast- 
ings, vu 290. 

Smith, Mr , a solicitor to the East 
India Company, vu. 310. 

Soil, properties in, viii. 450. 

Son, a slave to his father, vii. 216- 

Soubahs, or viceroys of Bengal, vii. 
54. 

Spies and under-agents, employed in 
India, vu. 40 , vm. 2 

Stables, Mr., minute entered by, vii. 
222; his account of Benares, 
viii. 87 ; the fi icnd and colleague 
of Ml. Hastings, 129, 242; 
evidence of, 252 ; on the conduct 
of the Begums, 253 ; cxammation 
of, 254. 



Sudder ul Hoe Kh&.n, administra- 
tion of, vii 331 ; office and salaiy 
of, Yin. 334, supported by the 
Governor, 335 ; letter of, 336 ; 
authority given to, 337 ; tieat- 
ment of, 349. 

Suffolk, Loid, high character of, vii 
476. 

Siijah Dowlah, Vizier, prize-money 
proposed to be given by, vii. 363 ; 
powei s of, viii 8 ; his elevation, 
18 , tyranny of, 29 , war with, 46 ; 
restoi ed to his dominions, 88 , 
charactei of, 106 ; his immense 
revenue, 109 ; his death, 110, 
295 , his laige family, %b. ; treat- 
ment of Ins women and childien, 
259. 

Sumner, Mi , member of the Coun- 
cil, VI]. 250 , opinion of, viii. 365. 

Surajah w Dowlah, fall of, vii 54 , 
policy of, 59 , attacks and takes 
the British foit at Calcutta, %b 

Siisknesser, peigunnah of, viii. 100 

Swift, Dr , a lough satirist, viii. 350 

Tamerlane, his mvasion of Hindoos- 
tan, vii. 50 ; submission of the 
rajahs or pnnces to, 51 ; frees 
the Hindoos fiom the capitatinn- 
fax, ; no barbarian, 52 ; poucy 
puisucd duiing his dynasty, 53 , 
the Institutes of, 108. 

Tanj'orc, revenues of the king of, 
viu. 465. 

Tantalus, entertainment of, vii 320 

Tavoinier, the traveller, \n. 114, 
bai barons act related by, 115. 

Temple, Lord, viii. 418. 

Thamas Kouli Kh^ln, atrocities per- 
petrated by, vii. 54. 

Timonr the Tartar, Institutes of, 
xh.497. 

Toleration, Act of, viii. 455 ; ideas 
of, 456. 

Townsheiul, Charles, Esq., lettei of 
Mr. Bmke to, viu. 451. 

Tiadc, its rumous effects in Bengal, 
I'd. SO. 

Traveller m Bengal, precautions for 
ms safety, vn. 4S. 
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Tribute, augmentat’oii of, mu. 52. 

Turkey, fiontiei provinces of, \u 
454 

Turks, Emperor of the, vii. 105, 
his powers as a sovereign, 106 

Tyranny m Rungpore, vii 185, the 
natuie of, 186. 

Upton, Col , treaty made by, viu 
430, 433, 436 

Vackiels, agents or attorneys, vu 
140. 

Vansittarf, Mr , vii 62, 63, 74, 75 ; 
President of Bengal, 80 

Vattel, on the breach of agreement©, 
vm 10 

Verelst, Governor, integrity of, vii 
90, 385. 

Vcrnne Orations, instruction deiived 
fiom the, viii. 407 

Verulam, Lord, vu. 467. 

Vn gins, violation of, vii. 189. 

Wallar Jau, Nabob, usuipation of 
his rights, viii. 113. 

War, calamities of, viu. 468. 

Watts, Hugh, vn 69. 

Wealth, enoimous, brought fiom 
India, vn. 17. 

1 Westminster School, a noble semi- 
nnjy, vu. 120, 121 

Wheler, Mi, his death, vii. 163; 
authority of, vm. 32 ; his le I 
on the conduct of the Begums, 253 

Whigs, the old and the new, vn 5 

Widow' her mheiitance seized, vu 

221 . . 

Wilkes, Mr , piomise of, vm. 463. 

Williams, Captain, ordeis Mustapha 
Kh&.n to be beheaded, vm. 143 ; 
statement of, 231 ; charges against, 
232. 

Wilmot, Mr , committee of, viii. 
483 

Windham, My., eloquent speech of, 
VIU. 508. 

Wisdom, always practical, vu 1. 

Wives, number ot, m the East, vm. 

no. 

Worabwell, Mr., evidence of, viii. 
241. 
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Women, inliumaii crueltieb towards, 
■vii. 190. 

Woodford, Captain, letter of Mr 
Burke to, viu. 475. 

World, its enlightened state, through 
the Christian religion, vu. 58. 

Yatibar-Ali-Kh^-n, minister of Mun- 
ny Begum, vii. 332 ; proceedings 
of, vm. 336. 

Young, Arthur, Es<i., letter of Mr. 
Burke to, viii 449. 


Zemindars, tlirown mto prison by 
Debi Sing, vu. 181 ; mostly wo 
men m that country, 182 ; flight 
of the, 183 ; their extent and 
power m India, 219. 

Zenana, or apaitment for wives, vii 
440. 

Zeteiam O’Dowla, the Nabob’s un- 
c’e, vii. 267 ; alleged foigery of a 
letter from, 357, 352 
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Revised and completed. Portrait. 
Percy’s Eeliques of Ancient Bnglisfc 

Poetry Reprinted from the Original Edi- 
tion Edited by J. V*. Pkicitabo 3 vok, 
Philip de Commines, Memoiti of 
containing the Histories of Louis ILL 
Charles VIXL, and of (lharie* the jJoW, 
]^e of Burgundy. To which is mSded, 
The Scandalous Chronicle, or Secret 
History ot Louim XL Pom%iU. 3 vol*. 
Plutarch’s Lives, By G. Lom anj 

A. SXKWAKT. 4 Fok. 




SOMN^S YABIOm LIBBABIES. 


Eaake'BHistoryof the Popes. Tians- 

lated by E. Fostbb. In 3 toIs 

Serna aad the Servian Be- 

volution. 

Bepiolds* (Sk Joshaa) Xdterarj 

Works. P&rtmiL In 2 voJ*. 

Richter (Jeaa Paul Fr.) Xevana 
and Autobiography. With Momoir 
— Mower, Prait, and, Thorn 
Pieces A Novel. 

Eoscoe’s Life and Pontidoate of 
Leo X,, wiiih the Co^igtut Notes, and an 
Index. jPortratts. toavols. 

Life of Lorenao de Medici, 

with the Copyright Notes, &c. jPoj iratt. 

Eaaaia, Sastory of, by Waltbs K. 

Kiinir. P&riratU. In 2 vola. 

Schiller’s Works, Translated mto 

t English. In 6 vola. 

vol. 1. Thirty Years’ War, and Bevolt 
of the Netherlands. 

Vol. 2. Oontmnakm ef the Bevolt 
of the Netherlands; Wallenstein’s 
Caidp; the Plccolominl; the Death 
of Wallenstein; and Willlatn TelL 
Vol. 3 Don Carlos, Mary Stuart, Maid 
of Orleans, and Bride of Messina. 

Vol, 4 The Robbers, Plosi'o, Love and 
Intrigue, and the Ghost-tSeer. 

Vol. 5. Poems Translated by Bdgae 
Boweiko, C.B. 

Vol. 6, Philosophical J.«tterfl and ASa- 
thetloal Essays. 

Correspondence with Coethe, 

translated by L. Doea Sohmitz. 2 vola, 

Schli^el’i Philosophy of Life and 
of Language, translated by A .1. W, Moa- 
BISOBT. 

w----- History of literature, An- 

cient and Modem. 

SchlegeTs Philosophy of History. 

lYaiiHiated by J. B, KoBaaTfiON, Por6ra%i. 


Sehlegel’s Bramati® Literature, 

Trau&tated. Portraif. 

Modern History. 

— JEsthetic and Mrscellaneous 

Works 

Schumann (Bobt.) His Life and 
Woikb, by AuGusi Hlissman Tians- 
lated by A L Alger 

Sheridan’s Bramatie Works and 

Life Portroat, 

Sismondi’s literature of the South 
of Europe. Translated by Koaco®. For- 
irailx. m 2 vols. 

Smith’s (Adam) Theory of the Moral 
Sentiments ; with his Essay on the First 
Formation of Languages. 

Smyth’s (Professor) Lecture* m 

Modem History In 2 vols 

Lectures on the French Re- 

volution. In 2 vola 

Sturm’s Mommg Communxngs with 
God, or Devotional Meditatious for Every 
Day in the Year. 

Sully, Memoirs of the Duke of, Prime 
Minister to Henry the Great rortraitt. 
Id 4 vols 

Taylor’s (Bishopieremy) Holy Living 

and Dying. Purtrati. 

Thierry’s Conquest of England by 
bhe Normans. Translated bj W^tUAV 
Hazlitt. Portratt In 2 vola 

■0Mci (Br.) Shakespeare’s Bramatie 
Art. Translated by L D. Schmitz 2 vola. 

Vstsari’s Lives of the Fainter*, 

Sculptors, and Ardhitect*. ’^VansiaU’d by 
Mrs. Eosxbe. K volsL 

Wesley’s (John) Life. By 
jSouxHBr. New and Oorapbite Edition. 
Doable volume. WxtK Po) tratt 8i. 

Wheatley on the Book of i 

JPraver Jnronittm 


HISTORICAL LIBRARY. 
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Evelyn’s Blary and Correspondence. 

Bkutrate^ wUh mmmm Portraiti, dNt. 
In 4 vols. 

Pepys’ Biary and Correspondence. 
F.dlted by Lord Beatbeooke. With Notes* 
important Additions, Including numerouf 
Letters. Mmtmted -with many PortrmU. 
In 4 vols. 

S’eise’s Memoirs of the Reign of the 
Stuarts, including the Protectorate. With 
Geneeai bade*. Upwmvbt mf 40 Poriratti’ 
In 3 vela. 


Jesse’s Memoirs of the Pretenders 

and their Adhomts, 6 PerP'oiU 
JTugent'* (Lord) Memorials of 
Hampden, his Party, and Thnei, 12 

KtricMand’s (Agues) Lives of the 
Queens of England, ftom -be Nomciin 
Qonquest. From official records and 
authentic documents, private and pubhu 
Revised Edition. In 6 vote 

Life of Mary ftueei of Scots. 

a vote. 
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A OATAhOaVE OF 


COLIiEGIATE SERIES. 

10 Volt, at Sf. eaoh. 


Carlyle’s Baute. The Inferno, Trans- 
lAtioa Text and Notes. Second Edition, 


Portrait. 

Baate. The Porgatorio. By S. 

DnSDAIB 

Bobree’s Adversaria. By Prof 

WAaiTEB 2 vols 

Bonaldsoa’s Theatre of the Breaks. 

Illustrated with Lithographs and nu- 
merons Woodcfots. 

B:ei^liiley*g Classical Mythology. 
New E^tion Revised by. Dr. L. 
SoBKnrz. tyith 12 plates. 


Herodotas, Tomer’s (Dawsoa 'W. 

Notes to. With Map, 

Serodotiis, Wheeler’s Analysis and 

Summary of. 

Thucydides, Wheeler’s Analysis of. 
hTew Testament »(The} in Breek. 

Grieabaoh's Text, with th® readings ol 
Mill and Sctaols, Farallel Eeferences, 
a Critical Introduction and Chronologicai 
I'Bbleu Thoo faC‘Simile$ of Greelc MSS 
St. ed ; or with Lexicon, 5s. Lexiccn 
21 . 


PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY. 

16 TbI*. at Bs. eoch, eaoepHng those marked otherwise 


Bacon’s BTovum Oi^annm and Ad- 

vancemeni of Learning. Complete, with 
Notes, by J Thrmr wf jl 

Bax’s Manual of the Histoiy Philo- 

sophy By E BcnroiLT Bax 

^ P 

By G. BL Lewis. 

Draper (J. W.) A History of the 

Intellectual Development of Europe By 
Joss WnxTAM Dslapss, M I) , LL D. A 
New Edition, thoroughly Bevleed by the 
Author. In 2 vols. 

Segel’g Bectures on the Philosophy 

of History TransLitad by J Szbkeb, M A. 


Kant’s Critique of Pure Eeaton. 

Translated by J. M. D. Meiklejobs 

> Prolegomena and Metaphy*. 

Bical Foundations E B Bax 

Bogie; or, the Scienoe of Inference 

A Popular Manual. By J. Devki. 

Miller’s (Professor) History Philoac- 

Dhicallv considered liaivol* 3f 6^ fisch, 

Spinoza’s Chief Works By R H ]M 

Enwts 2 vols 

Tennemann’s Manual of the History 

of Philosophy. Continued by J. B. M obeiX 


ecclesiastioal and theological 

LIBRARY. 

IB VoIm. at Bs each, esxeptmg those marked otherwise. 


Bleek (P.) An Introduction to the 

Old Testanien* Trans by G. H Vbk- 
ABiES, and Rev E Venables, Canon 
ol Lincoln, 2 vols. 

Chillingworth’s Beligion of Pro- 

teatants. 3t.6cL 

Husebius’ Xcclesiaitieal History. 

With Notea. ' 

Hardwick’s History of the Articles 

of Eelmon. With Documents from a d 
1636 to AD. ifcif. and Illustrations Drom 
Contemporary Sources. Revised by Rev. 
F. Pbocuxr 

Henrjr’s (Matthew) Commentary on 
the Paalma. Jftmerous lUustrationt* 
n 


Pearson on the Greed. New Edition. 

With Analysis and Notes. 


rnuo Judsens, worns oi; the con- 
temporary of Josephus. Translated by 
C. D, Yonge In 4 vols. 

Socrates’ Ecclesiastical Histoxy, In 

continuation of Euaebiua. With the Notes 
of V^esius. 

Sozomen’s Ecclesiastical History, 
from A D 324-440 and the Ecclesiastical 
History of Philostoj^ua. 


Theodoret and Hvagriug. Ecclesias- 
tical Histories, from ajo. 332 to a.d. 4251 
and from ajo 431 to a.d 544. 


Wieaeler’s Chronological Synopsis of 
fee Four Gospels. Translated by Canon 
Venables. New Edition, revised 



BOHN’S VAMIOUS LIBBAEIE8. 


ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY. 

3S VoU. at Sc. 


E@d@’'s Ecclesiastical ffistorj, and 

ttie Aaglo-Saxon Chronicla. 

Boethins's €on8olation of FMloso- 

g iy. In Anglo-Saxon, with the A. S. 

etrea, and ini iCn giiah Tzanslation, by 
the Rev. S. Fox. 

Brand’s Popttlar Antiqiuities of Eng- 
land, Scotland, andlrolaad. BySlrHxKBtf 
Si.i. 10 . In 3 vols, 

Olironicles of the Crusaders. Hichard 
of Devizes, Gheoffrey de Ylnsanf, Ijord da 
Joinville. 

Dyer’s British Popular Customs, 
Present and Past. An Account of the 
vanons Games and Customs associated 
with different days of the year By the 
Rev. T P. Thisflton Briiit, M.A With 
Index. 

Early Travels in Palestine. Wilh- 

bald, Ssewnlf, Benjamin of Tndela, Man- 
deville, La i^ocqolere, and MaxmdreU*; 
all unabridged. Edited by Thomas 

Ellis’s Early English Metrical Bo- 

Revised by J 0. HAXOurwEXi. 

Florence of Worcester’s Chronicle, 

with the Two Continuations comprising 
Annals of English History to the Reign o/ 
Edward I. 

Gesta Komanorum. Edited hy Wtn- 

NAKD HOOPBB, BAl. 

Giraldus Cambrensls’ Historical 
Works Topography of Ireland; History 
of the Conquest of Ireland; Itinerary 
through Wales ; and Description of Wales, 
With Index, l^ted by Thos. Wbigot. 
Henry of Huntingdon’s History of 

the English, from the Roman Invasion to 
Henry 11 ; with the Acts of King Stephen, 
fto. 

Ingulph’s Chronicle of the Abbey of 

Croy land, with the Continnationa by Peter 
of Blois and other Writers. By H. T. 


! Keightley’s Fairy Mythology. 

tMpMca by Omtkshtmk, 

Lepsius’s Letters firom Egypt, StMo» 

pia. and tbe Peninsula of SinaL 

Mallet’s Horthem Antiquities. By 
Bishop PancfT With an Abstrad of the 
Eyrbiggia Saga, by Sir WMJuaat SooEf, 
Edited by J. A BniOKwunt. 

Marco Polo's Travels. The Trans- 
lation of Marsden. Edited by Thokxs 
Wkight 

Matthew Paris’s Chronicle. In 5 vols. 
PxKST Sectiok • Rt^er of Wendover*! 
Flowers of English History, &om the 
Descent of the Saxons to A.n. 13^. 
Translated by Dr. Gilbs. In St vola. 
Sbochsd Sbctioh. Prom 1235 to ISIS, 
With Index to the entire Work. Hi 
S vols. 

Matthew of Westminster’s Flowem 

of History, especially such as relate to the 
affairs of Britain ; to a n. 1307. TrausUtedl 
by G D. Yongb. In 3 vols. 

Ordericua Vitalis’ Ecclesiastical His- 
tory of England and Normandy Trans- 
lated with Notes, by T. PoansniB, MAu 
In 4 vols 

Pauli’s (Dr. B.) Life of Alfred tho 

Great Translated from the German. To 
which is appended Allred's Anglo-Saxon 
version of Chrosius, with a literal Transla- 
tion, and an Anglo-Saxon Grammar and 
Glossary. 

Boger De Hoveden’t Annals of Eng- 
lish History , from A.n 732 to a n. 1201.. 
Edited by H. T. Rilbv. In 3 voli. 

Six Old English Chromcles, vis. :•» 

Asser's Life of Alfred, and the Chronicles 
of Eihelwerd, Glides, Neonixifl, Geoffrey 
of Monmonth, end Richard of Ciren- 
cester. 

WDliam of Malmesbury’s Chronicle 

of the Kings of England. Tmudated by 
tS 

Tule-Tide Stories. A Collection of 

Scimdlnavian Tales and Traditions. Edited 
by B.THOBPK. 


ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY. 

Volt, at 5r. eack, etee^ting tho$e marked otJunoiMa. 


AUen’s Battles of the British navy 

Revised and enlarged, tftmeroua fi»$ 
Portrait. In 2 vols. 

Andersen’s Danish Legends and 
Fairy Tales. With many Tales not in *ny 
other edition. Translated by Cabounb 
X'BAOHEY. 130 Food JStnyrattmfft. 


Ariosto’s Orlando FuriosO. In Eng- 
lish Veipwi. By W. S, Robb. TIkmIm fin§ 
Sngravinffi, In 2 vols. 

Bechstein’s Cage and Chamber Birds.* 
Including Sweet's Warblers. Enlarged 
edition. iVumerotts plate*. 

All other editions are abrldgedLI 

WUh the plates ooUwred, 7s. 
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Boaomi’i Hiaevek and its Palaces. 

New Edition, teviaed »nd comiderably 
eflliotged, botJx in mattet Mid Plates. 
<(f 300 JSiifftwmgt 

Butleir’s Sadibrat. With Variornns 
Notes, a Biography, Mid a Cteneral Izidez. 
Bdi^ Tby Bxims 0-. BoHSf. fhvriy btm- 

or, further illmirated with 
02 Outltm JPortrmtS. In 3 vola. 10«. 
Oattemole’a Evenings ai Haddon 

Hall. 34 eiegumti Engrmmgs m Stetl, 
from ^tmgm by htmsdf the Letterpress 
the Babostbss Da Ca 5 Uski,i.a 

Pictorial, Itescriptiv®, and 

Historical, with aome Accotmt ot Ava and 
the Burmese, Siam, and Aoam, Nearly 
100 Ilkatirairumt, 

Sa^aik’s (&. It.) Pursuit of Snowiedg® 
nudes Dlffioolties, IHustrated by-^eo- 
dotes and Memoirs Itevlsed Edition. 
ntmemu Portrarts 

Cnukshank’s Three Courses and a 
jDasseit. A Series ot Tales, wth 60 &f4 
tttorotis Jm CmtMumk, 

Punch and Judy. With 24 

lUnstratioufl. 6s. With Coloured Plates. 

Is. 6d. 

Dante. Translated by I.C.WKtaHi M.A. 
NewI!ditictu,oarefaJlyreviaed. Porfo-attana 
ae IRmtmivoiit on St«^, sfter Flcmrum 
Didron’s History of Cimstian Art 

in the Middle Ages. From the French. 
Vpvjardt of 160 outZiws JSngraxmgs 
Vol 2 Goroplled from the author’s 
literary retnams and other sources, 
by MAKG4HI T M Stokes 
B yer (T. H . ) The History of Pompeii j 
with an Itinerary for Visitotp. Edited 
by T H Dsbb, Wtth nearly 300 

fFood /ingravmgs, a Jeiroe Map, and a 
Plan of thelFomm, Is 6(f 

City of Home Its Histoiy 

and Monuixiciitis New Edition, icviscd 

0il Bias, The Adventures of. M 
S!ngramigs m Stxel, xfkr Smirko, and 
10 Mchingg by George Omikshank. Be. 
drimm's G-ammer Grethel ; or, Ger- 
man Fairy Tales and Popular Stories 
Translated by Eooae Taxlob. N'ornerom 
Woodatdt by OrmMuank. Si 6<i, 

Holbein's Banco of Death, and Biblo 
Oats. Upwards ^ 160 subjeete, beaut% 
ftOiy mgrwatd m /ac-wmik, with Intro 
duction and Descriptiona by* the late 
FRAKOta Dotre* and Dr. T. F. DraDw. 

2 vola. in 1, W. 0dl. 

Sowitf 8 (Mary) Pictorial Calendar 

of the Seasors. Embodying the whole oi 
Aiken’s Calendar of Nature. Uptoardt of 
im Mngratnngt, 

24 


India, Pictorial, Descriptive, and 
BHstorical, trom the Earliest Times. Ujpw 
war<fi of 100 fme Engravings on Wbo^, 
and a Map. , 

Jesse’s Anecdotes of Dogs. New Edi- 
tton, with large additions Mumerom Jim 
Woodcuti fliffer Marttey, Pemck, and oth ers. 

; or, wtth addition oj B4 
hzghly-JlnisJud Sted Engrawngs, U. m. 
King’s STatural History of Precious 
Stones, and of the Precious Metals. 
numerovs Illustrations Price 6i. 

Natural, History of ®em# 

or Decorative Stones, Finely Mustmted. 
8s. 

Kitto’s Scripture Lands and Biblical 
Atlas 24 Maps, beau1(fuUy e/r^amd on 
Sted, with a Consulting Index. 

* toiih the maps coloured's 7$. 6d. 
Krummacher’s Parables. Translated 
firem the Gferman. F&rty Illustratims 
Cflayton, engraved by Palsid. 

Lindsay’s (Lord) Letters on XgF|)t, 

Edom, am? the Holy Land. Nw Kd'iion, 
enlar^d Tkirty-siabeautifiil Engiav- 
tngs, and 2 Maps 

Lodge’s Portraits of Illustrious Per- 
Aonages of Great Britain, with Memolre. 
Tm Snndted md Forty Portraits, en- 
graved on Steel. S vola 

iLongfeilow's Poetical Worbs. 

2it>enty-fflur page Engravings, by BirMi 
Foster md others, and a Portrait 
— ■*»—« 5 ot. without illustrations,i'.*%.f<id. 
— — — Prose Works. 16 pme En- 
gravings by Btrket Foster, tftc. 

Loudon’s (Mrs.) Entertaining Natw- 
aiist. Reviaed by W. S UAnnaja, KL.S 
WUk nearly 600 Woodcuts 
Marryat’s Masterman Eeady; or, 
The Wreck of the Pacitto. BS Vlmlouls. 
3c. 6<i. 

Poor Jack. T^tih 16 Eim- 

traiiom, after Designs by O. SUmMld, 
F.J. 3s 8(1. 

a———. Mission; or, Scenei im At- 
tica (Written for Yorai« People ) Itims- 
trated by Gilbert and Dmlmef 3s. Cd 

Pirate ; and Iteee Cutters. 

New Edition, with a Memoir of f.h© 
Author. With. 8 Eteel Imgravmgs, from 
.Drawings by O. Etanjleld. ILd, 3t M. 

Privateers - Man One Hun- 
dred Yeara Ago. MigM Enormoimt on 
Steel, after Stothard. m. 6d. 

Settlers in Canada. New 
Edition, srfcw Jlne Mr^Mtings by GUberi 
mdmirn. 3*0d, . , ’ 



BOSN^S VABIOm LIBBAEIES, 


Maxwell's ¥ietories of WoUingtoa 

and tho British Arxntes. Sted SngT&>.^^s. 
Michael Angelo and Bapkael^ their 
Lives and Works, By Doppa. ana Qca* 
TKBMBBansQiOTsrox'. WkthmJ^TiffrawniiS 
m SieeL 

Miller’s History of the Angio-Sax- 

on*. Written in ajwpolar sty'e, on the 
basis of Sharon Tumor. Portrmt nf 
Mffi^ Map of 8 msm Britain, md 12 
dahoride rn^mmigt m Sted. 

Milton’S Poetical Works. Will? a 
Memoir by Jambs MoHiooiaKai, Tonij’s 
Verbal Indez to all the Pcwnid, and Ss 
planatory bfotes With 120 Bingrmingt 
by 7?umpton and others, /irom I^amtigg 
iy W. jHonws. 2 vola. 

Vol. 1 . Paradise Lost, complete, with 
Memoir, Notes, and indes 
Vol. 2 Paradise Resalncd, and osjser 
Poems, \ 7 ith Vorbai indea; to all the 
Poems. 

Mndio’s British Birds. Hevibed hy 

W. G. L. Maktih Fy ty-tm ms’ 

If Plates ^ In 2 vols 

, or, imth tlse plate» coloured, 
U «J(J. per vol 

Ifaval aad Military Heroes of ©reat 

Britain , or, Calendar of Victorj' Bilng r 
Secoid of Bntish Valour and Gonqueaf 
by *860 and Land, on every day In tb< 
year, from the time of William the 
Gonqueror to the Battle of inkermaim 
By Malor Johks, R.M., and Lieutenant 
P. H. mooLAs. RJSf, l?umty-fmv Pof' 
tratti. 6t 

Hleollhi’s History of the Jesuits : 

their Origm, Progress, Doctrine*. And lie. 
signs J^ne Portraits qf Loyola, Lamis 
Javier, Borgia, iiyguawtso, Ph'e la OhaiM, 
md Pope GangcmdH 

Petrarch’s Soimets, and other Poems. 
Translated into Knglish Verse By variom. 
handg. With a Life of the Poet, by 
Thomas Campskm. With lt> Mngravmgs. 
Pickering’S History of the Eases of 
Man, with an Analytical Synopsis of the 
NaturM History of Man By Dr. Baza. 
I&mtraM by tmr^mm Portraits 

or, «w*iA th&plcek$aookmed,7s.M, 
*«*' An excellent Mitlon of a work uri 
glnally publialwd at 31. 3«. by the 
American iiovernmeni. 

Pictorial Handbook of Modem 0eo- j 
graphy, on « Popular Plan. 3* OS inm> 
traited by iso Mfi(iravin0 md si Maps, Bs. I 
or, mtk the maps mUmredf { 
is isd. I 

Pope’s Poetical Works. Edited by | 
EoBKBDf CAuaOTHBKa. Nimmm Mn > 
graistryi. % vola. 


Pope's Homer’s Hiad. With Intro- 

j and Aotea by J. S WAsaos, M 4 . 

HCfi* Ireitflti by the mbin Sme$ of flu»> 
Mm’g Designs, heamtifuM^ m^emi 
Fose* (»» full Sbo, zmic). 

— Homer's Odyssey, EyKas.,, 

I by other translators , including Ohaa- 

I man, and Introduction and Notes by J S 
I Waifsoh, M a Fbmmmfs Design,* hm& 

^ iifuhly engraved by Moget, 

Life. Including many of bss 

Letters. By iJoasai Cabboiedebs- Sew 
EaitioD.re-'rised «nd enlarged. IilmtmHor.£ 
The precejtnig b voii mahe « oomptets 
and akgant edtfiton of Pops'* Poeiwail 
Works md iranslaitom for 25*. 
Pottery and Porcelain, and other Ob- 
jects of Vartu (a Guide to th® Knowledge 
of) To which is added an Engraved List 
of Marka and Monograms. By HiSKEiT 
H. Bonn Nfmee^us Engravingt. 

; or, coloured, 10*. 6<f. 
Proat’s (Bather, Eeliquea. Eevised 

Edition PuKWty-me spirited Etchings 
; by Madise SS 

i iJiecreatioaK in Shootiag. isj 

•‘Cbavmh'’ New Edition, revised and 
enlargeA dS Engravings on Wood, after 
Marvey, and » Sngramngs on SttOl, ehutfbi 
^fki A <Joi)\m, BA. 

leddihg s Hietory and Bescriptloni 
I of WmiM, Ancient and Modem. Tvmi>t.y 
beautiful Woodruts. 

Senaie’s Insect oArchiteoture, Mfva 

Edition lieviaed by the Rev. J. P 
Wood, M.A 

Eobizmon Grtusoe. With IHustration® 
by SxosHAKO and Habvkz Twelm bem ‘f 
fid Engraimtgs on Eteel, and fi on Wood. 

J or, mihwt the Steel ilhaitra- 

tiont.Sr $d 

Borne in the Hlneteenth Century. 
Sew Edition Revised by the AuEhcr, 
jtllustrated by 3*> Steel JBngravmufi. 
3 vols. 

Sharpe’s History of Egypt, from the 
I Emdiefit Times till the Conquest by thD 
Arabs, A.». 640 By &AMtJBr. SuAHirR 
; With 2 Maps and upwards of 400 llliw- 
trattve Woodouta Sixth and Cheaper 
Edition. 2 vols. 

8oatl%»y’a Lifb of Helson. With 
Add^Uonal NotiMi. Xtlmtrabsd wttlt 64 
j^imings, 

StarBi^df’t (Miss) Moblc Besdi of 
WoSMms or. Examples of Female Courage, 
R'ori.Aud. 0 , and Virtue. Fmrtem XSbmra- 
Uom 

Stuffwt and Eevett’* Antiiiuitle* of 

iki^en*, and other Monuments of Greeos, 
XllmixoAed In 71 Stad PbsM, end 
me’eaus WOOdOHUtS, 
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Yales of the Genii ; or, the Delightful i 

L^aona of Hotam* Ntmmm Woodtettfit 
and 8 SU^ JEngrmina*, after StoQiair^. 

fasBO’s Jerasalem Delivered. Trans- 

lated Into English Spensettan Verse, with 
* Life of lilie Anthor By J. H. 'Vfrsvsss. 
Etgia EngramngM on Steei, end 34 on 
Wood, by ITiurtton, 

W^er’i ICaxil; Yxeroisei. Con- 
taining Skating, Biding, Driving, Htmidng, 
Shooting, Sailing, Kovdng, Swimming, &o. 
Now Edition, revised by “ CBA.vm” 
Forby-fintr Sted Flaitet, and numerom 
Woodcutt. 

Walton's Complete Angler. Edited 
by Edwabd Jess*, Esq. Upmitda if 
303 Sngramngt. 

— — — ; or, mth 2$ additistial pc^e 
lUuttmtum onMaif 7i. 6d. 


Walton’s Lives of Donne, Hooker, &c. 

By A H BtrrxBN. Mne Steel Plates and 
mmerous Woodcuts 

Wellingion, Life of. From the ma- 
terials of Maxwell. Bighttm Swrcmns^’ 
Westropp’s Handbook of Archaeology 
ITew Edition, revised. JUftmerous JUtte- 
t/i-ations. Is. 6d 

White's natural History of Sel- 

bome. "Flth Notes by Sir WaUAM J aa- 
niNB and Edwabd Jkssb, Esq. PUmtratsd 
by 40 jSngravingt, 

— ' ; or, wif* the platen ookured, 

7f.6d. 

Young, The, lady’s Book. A Ma- 
nual of Elegant Recreations, Arts, Sciences, 
and Accomplishments. Timlvt Etmdred 
Woodout ImttraiUmt, and tmral jsn* 
gramnys on Steel. 7t. 6d. 

\ atfOloth gilti gilt edgen, 9s. 


CLASSICAL LIBRARY. 

95 Volt, at SI. each, mwting thote ma/rked otkerwiu. 


JEsohylns translated into English 

Verse by A. Swahwick. 

. Literally Translated into 

EngUab Prose by an Oxonian. 3f . 6d. 

Aminianus KarceUinus. History of 

Rome from Consmutiaa to Valena. Thtuw- 
lated by C. D. Tosqb,BJL Dble. voi,7i. 6d. 

Antonintui. The Thoughts of the 
Emperor Marcus Anrelita Translated by 
dBO horn. M.A 31. 6d. 

Apnleius, the Golden Ass ; Death of 

Socrates; Florida; andDisconrseonMs^o. 
To whi<^ is add^ a Metrical Version of 
Oapld and Psyche; and Mxi. Ttpe’s 
Psyche Frot^itptece, 

Aristophanes' Comedies. litoraUy 

Translated, with Notes and Extracts from 
Erere's and other Metrical Versions, by 
W. J. Biokix. 3 vola. 

VoL 1 Achamions, Enlghto, fHonds, 
Wasps, Peace, and Birds. 

VoL 3. I^sistrata, ThesmmhorlazuasB, 
Frogs, :^desla2ia88a, and Flatns. 
Aristotle's Ethies, Literally Trans- 
lated by Archdeacon Bbownb, late dassioal 
Professor of King's College. 

Polities and Economics, 

Translated by E Wjxxobd, MJL 
w— Metaphysics. Literally Trans- 
lated, with Not^ Analysis, Examination 
Questions, and Index, the Rev. Jobn 
H. M'Mahoh, MJL, and Cold Medallist In 
Metaphysics. T CJD. 

Anstotle’s History of Animali. InTen 
Books. ‘Translated, with Notes and Index, 
by Ric(habd CBBmrwBLt, MA.. 


Aristotle’s Organon; or, Logical 
cues. With Notes, <lteo ByO.F.OwxR,M.A. 

3 Yols.. 31. Cd each. 

— Bhetoi;ic and Poetioe. Lite- 

rally Translate^ with Examination Qnea- 
tlons and Notes, by on Oxonian. 

Atheuseni. The Deipnosophists; or, 
the Banquet of the Learned. Translated 
by C. D VoNGA BA. 3 vol* 

Atlas of Classical Geography. 
Twenty-two ta/rge ooloured Mope aacrru- 
tng to the latest authonites With a 
complete ,Index (accentuated), giving 
the latitude and longitude of every place 
named in the Maps. Imp^Svo. 7il6d. 

Caesar. Complete, with the Alexan- 
drian, African, and Spanish Wars lite- 
rally Translate with Notea. 

Catullus, Tibullus, and tho Vigil if 
Venus. A Literal I^se Translation. To 
which are added Metrical Versions by 
liAKtB, GsAmuBB, and others. JVronfdt- 
piece. 

Cicero’s Orations. Literally Trans- 
lated by 0 D. Yohos, BA. Xn 4 vola. 

Vol. 1. Contains the Orations against 
Venea, Act Portrait, 

VoL 3. Catiline, AroMaa, ARrarian 
Law, Babirins, Murena, SyUa/^. 

VoL 3. Orations for We House, Plandue, 
Sexttus, CoeUus, Milo, Llgarius, Ao. 
VoL 4. Miscellaneous Oratlona, and 
Rhetorical Works; with General In. 
d(a to the four volumes. ' ^ 

— on the Mature of the Gods, 
Idvlnation, Fate, Laws, a B>pabUc. Ao. 
Translated by 0. D. Yosov, B.A., and 
F.BiAHAX. 



BOEN^S YABlOm LIBBAEIBB, 


Cicero’s AcadeBiics, Be FMbas, and 

itwcolAQ Qnestiona By G. D. YoKOitf 
B A Wife Sketcii fee Greek PMlo« 
aopher 

Offioesj Old Age, FriendaMp, 
Soiplo'a Dream, Paradoxes, && Literally 
XmiQlated, by B Ebhokos Sd. 

on Oratory and Orators, By 

J. S WATeou, M.A. 

Bemostlienea’ Orations. Translated, 
'Wife Notes, by C. JUm KiHmfer, In & 
volumes* 

Vol. 1. The Olynthlso, Phfeppio, «uid 
other Public Orations. 3f 6d 
Vol. 3. On the Crown sad on fee Eaa- 
haasy. 

Tol 3 Against Leptfees, MidSas, An- 
drotrion, and Arlstocrates 
Vol 4 Private and other Oration*. 

VoL 6 MisceilaneouB Orationa. 
Dictionary of Latin ^notations. In- 
cluding I^overbs, Maxims, Mottoes, I»aw 
Terms, and Phrases ; and a Collection ol 
above SCO Qi eek Quotations With all the 
quantities marked, & Enghsn TranslatiLons. 

— , with. Index Verbornm. 6«. 

Index Verbornm only. 1# 

Diogenes Laertina. Lives and Opm- 
lona of fee Ancient Philojophers Tmoa 
lated, wife Notes, by 0 D. YoxoK, 
Epictetus. Discourses, with Encher- 
rldion and Fragments Translated wife 
Notes, by Gkoeg* Loho, M.A., 
Xuripidea. Literally Translated. 2vol8 
VoL 1. Hecuba, Cheates, Medea, Hippo 
lytns, Alceatla, Baocbsa, Herachdsp 
fehlgeula In AuUde, and Iphlgenia In 
Tauris. 

VoL S. Hercules Fnreus, Troadea, im 
Andromache, Suppliants, Helen, 
Eleotra, Cyclops, Ehesus. 

Greek Anthology. Literally Trans' 
lated. Wife Metrical Versions by varioua 
Authors. 

— — Eomanoeg of Heliodomi, 

Longus, and Achilles Tatius. 

Herodotni. A New and Literal 
Traoslatirm, by HxitBv Cakt, MJL, of 
Worcester CoUege, Oxford. 

Hesiod, Callimachus, and 1!heogziia< 

literally Translated, wife Notes, by J. 
Banks, M.A. 

Homer’s Iliad. Literally Translated 

— Odyssey, Hymns, *». Lite- 

rally Translated. 

Horace. Literally Translated, by 
Smabt. Carefully revised by an Oxonian 
3«.S<I 

Justin, Cornelius Hepos, and Eutro- 

plus. literal]^ Translated, wife Notes 
and Index, by J. A Watson. MJL 


Juvenal, Persius, Sulpicia, and 
cUius. Bv L. Evans, MJL Wife the 
Metrical Version by Gifford. Proniuptess 

Livy. A new and Literal Translation, 
By Dr. Spxllan and others. In 4 vola. 

VoL 1 Contains Books 1— & 

VoL 9. Books 9—26. 

VoL 3. Books 27—30. 

Vol. 4 . Books S7 to the end ; and Index, 

Lucan^’a Pharsalia. Translated, with 
Notes, byELT Rasy 

Luoretlns, Literally Translated, with 
Notes, by fee Rev J, S. Watson, JSLA. 
And fee Metrical Version by J. M. Goon 
MartiaTs Epigrams, complete. Lite- 
rally Translated. Each accompanied by 
one or more Verse Translations Sidected 
&om fee Works of English Poets, end 
ofeer Bonrees. Wife a coploius Index. 
Double volume (660 pages). 7l 6d. 

Ovid's Works, complete. Literally 

Translated. 3 vola. 

Vol. 1. Fasti, Trlstla, EpdaHe*, Iec. 

Vol 2. Memmorphoaea. 

Vol 3. Weroides Art Alt' Love. Ac. 

Phalaris, Bentley’s Dissertation on. 
5s 

Pindar. Literally Translated, by Daw- 
son W. TuBNBa, and fee Metrical Version 
by Abexham Moobk, 

Plato’s Works. Translated by th* 

]^v H Cast and others, in 6 vola 

VoL 1. The ApolOjw of Socrates, Onto, 
Phaedo, Gorgias, Protagoras, Phssdrus, 
Thesetetua, Eufeyphron, Lysis. 

VoL 2, The Republic, TimiBna, ikCrltlas. 

VoL 3. Meno, Eufeydemus, The So- 
phist, Statesman, Cratyluo, Panne- 
nides, and the Banquet. 

Vol. 4. PhilebuB, Chanxddes, Laches, 
The Two Aldblades, and Ten ofeer 
Dialogues. 

Vol. 6. The Laws. 

VoL 6. The Doubtful Works. Wife 
General Index. 

Dialogues, Analysis ano Index 

to. Wife References to fee I’ransiation 
In Bohn's Classical Library. By D^. Day 

Plautus's Comedies. Literally Trans- 
lated, wife Notes, by H. T. Boar?, B.A 
La 3 vola 

Pliny's Hatuxal History. Translated, 
wife Copioua Notes, by fee late John 
Bosxook, MD., FJB;.S., and H. T. Rxuxt, 
BA In 0 vols. 

PDny the Tounger, The Letters off. 

Mbi.moth’ 8 Translation revised. By fee 
Rev P C T BosANqtrra, M A 

Plutarch’s Morals. By C. W Kikg, 
M A 

Propertiui. Liteially Ti-anslatocl 
by the Rav. P J P Gx^xrLXON, A , 
and aocomioanled by prtetir-i v'erslom, 
m nr various source- 3s M. 
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A OATALOQVM OF 


luatitutes of Oratory* 

liiteraUy Translated, wltli Hotes, las 
J. 8. Watooh, M.A. In S vol» 

iaUiuit, Kortia, and Velleius Pater- 

cnlm. Witn Coplotxs Notes, Biographical 
■NTottce* an<i Indax hy J R Watson 
Seneea de Beneficiis. Newly trans- 
lated by A biBWAHT, M A 
Sopnoeieis, in® Oxlord Translation 
revised. 

Strabo^s Oeogrspky. Translated, 
with Ooploo* Notes, by W. Famohtb, 
M.A., and H. C HAMffiTOK, Esq. Wia* 
Index, giving the Ancient andi Modem 
Namei. In 2 vola., 

iaetoaiu*' Lives of the Twelve 

Caesars, and other Works. Thomson's 
Translation, revised, with Notes, by T. 
FoBXsmt. 

®a,citti». Liter^y Translated, with 
Notes. In 2 vela 
7ol. 1. The Atuuds, 

Vol. 2. The History, Sernumla, Agri- 
oola, &C. With Index. 


Terenee and Ptodrtis. By H. T 

EiMCt, B A. 

Theocrilue, Bion, HoechnUj and 
'I^tsens By J. Banks, M A. With th* 
Metrical Yersiom of Chapman. 

Timcydidee. Literally Traiihlated by 
Eev, H. Bau*. In 2 vols. Sf . 8d each. 

Virgil. Literally Translated 5iy David- 
son. New Edltloa. «»reftilly revised 8 #. 

Xenophon'’s Works. In S Vols, 

Vol. 1. 'The Anabasis and MemorabtMa. 
Translated, with Notes, by J S. W At- 
BOK, M.A. And a Geographical Coia- 
mentary, by W. F. AmswoEW, F.iiA., 
F.lt.G.S., Ac. 

Vol. 2 CyTopa>idia and Heilenicis By 
J. 8. Waoton, M.A., and the Rev. if. 

V#^3. The Minor Workfi. By X S. 


SCIENTIFIC LIBEARY, 

5? Volf, at 54. each, sace^ting flints marked ofhsrwntiA 


Agaesis And Gould’s Comparative 
Physiology. Enlarged by Dr. WwaB®. 
Upvmds of 400 Mngravmgt- 

Boliey’s Manual of Technical Analy- 
sis. A Guide for the Testing of Natural 
and Artificial Sutetaaces. By B S. PAicm. 
100 Wood Sngrmtrms, 

BKEBGEWATBE TBEATISES.®- ] 
Bell on the Hand. Its Mecha- j 
nism and Vital Endowments as evinelng 
Design. Seventh JSdiUon EensUtA. i 

Kirby on the Histor^^ j 

end Instincts of Animals, lifted, with i 
Notes, by T Etiiikb Jones. H^tme/rmus \ 
Sngraoingtfmmvgofv^^ I 

In 2 VOlA ; 

Kidd on the Adaptation of I 
External Nature to the Physical ConditioQ | 
of Man. 3f OdL I 

WhewelFs Astronomy and 
Genoral Physics, considered with refer- 
ence to Natural Theoloor. ** Od 

— — Chalmers on the Adaptation 
of External Nature to the Moral and In- 
tellectual Constitution of Man. 

■ ■ ■ Front’s Treatise on Chemis- 
try, Meteorology, and Digestion. Edited 
by Dr. J, W. GBawiim. 

28 


BEIDGEWATER TREATI8ES--C(n?f, 

Buckland’s Geology and 

Mineralogy. 2 vole. 164. 

Boget’s Animal and Vege- 
table Phypioiogv. jMmttaied inaj'olc. 
as, each. 

Browne (A. J. Jnkesb Student’s 

Handbook of Fiiy'-ua! Gcoliij'y, JV>m~ 
t70us InuLaitOiii, 6 a 

Carpenter's W. B.) SSoology a 
Systematic View of the Structure, Hshtts, 
Instincts, and Uses, of the principal fami- 
lies of the Animal Jtlingdom, and of b® 
chief forms of Fossil Itemalns. Revimd 
by W. S DAnUAs, K.DA illmtmM anth 
many hmdireA Wood Mngravmgi la 
2 vols. 6«. each 

Mechanical Fhilosophy, As- 
tronomy, anu Horology. A Fopuyr Ifin- 
positlon. 183J UtmtFahom, 

Vegetable Bhyaiolog^ and 

Systematic Botany. A complete Imxo- 
ductlon to the Knowied^ Of Plants. 
Revised, under arratifemci't Wttt 
Author, by E. LAOTcSSmn, M®., teJ. 
Srnii^hmdmdaimtrcmm 

Animal Fhysioli^# fu vmi 

re-wrltten by the AutWf# ftawrdl if 
SOO (ia{»f&s£ 0t, 



BOHm VAMIODS UBMAMIM8, 


on Colotue. €(mtaming tbe 
P^dptee of Hamony and CJontract of 
Ooliotuv, and fbelr applio&tloQ to the Arts. 
Translated from the French by CHAnins 
MABTsai, Only complete Edition. Setsemi 
PMet, Or. ydih an additional series of 
16 Plates in Oolonia. fi.6<L 

InneinoMiir’i Kistory of Magie. 
Twnsiated by WinxJAM: Howiro With 
an Appendix of the moat remarkable and 
beat authenticated Stories of .ii4>paritlonai 
Breams, Xable-Tnrning, and Spirit*Bap- 
ping, dm. In 2 vols. 

Hogg’i (Jabei) lElementi of Xxpoii* 

mental and ISfatnral Philosophy. Com 
taining Mechanics, Pneumatics, Hydro- 
statics, Hydranlios, Aconstics, Optics, 
Caloric, Electricity, Voltaism, and Mag- 
netism New Edition, enlarged. Up- 
wards of 400 Woodcuts. 

Hind’i Intfodnetion to Astronomy. 

With a Yocabnlaty, oontainisag an Expla- 
nation of all the Terms in present nee 
New Edition, enlarged. Jftmerotss £!n- 
gravmgi. 3f. 6d. 


yt Introduction to Astarology, 

With nomerons Emendations^ by 


Mantell^s (Ur) ©oologioal Ixciir- 
Bions through the Isle of Wight and Bor- 
■etehire. New Edition, by T. EtrpjSBa 
Jones, Esq. JStmerom hemd^ly m- 
outsd Woodouts, amd a &iisologtoal Map. 

— Medals of Creation j 
or. First Lessons in Geology and the Study 
of Organic Eematns; including Geological 
Excursions. New Edition, revised. Co- 
loured FlaUt, md sewrcd Tumdred ieau- 
Hfta Woodcuts. In S vola., f». 6dL eadhu 

— ■ Petrifsictioni and their* 

Teachings. An Illnstxated Handbook to 
the Organic Bemains in tiie British Mu- 
seum. Ntmerim Mr^irammgsi. Of. 


— ■ Wonders of ©eology j or, a 

Familiar Exposition of Geologic^ Phe- 
nomena. New Edition, augmente^y T. 
KmsEBx JoiiES,F.GS Coloured Oecrngtcal 
Map of Englmd. Plates, md nearly 300 
heauiiftd Woodcuts. In SyoIb., Is. 6d each. 


; or, Sketch of a 
Physical Description of the Universe 
I Translated by E C. Om6 and W. a 
BAnuAS, FL,S Fine Portrait. In five 
vols. 3*. ed each ; excepting Vol. V., Be. 

In this edition the notes are placed 
beneath the text, Humboldt's analytioai 
bummarios and the passives hitherto sup- 
pressed are included, and new and com- 
prehensive Indices ar^ added. 

— Travel# in America. In S 

vols. 

• View! of Mature; or, Con- 

templatlona of the Sublime Phenomena of 
Creation. Translated by E. C. Ottu and 
H. G. Boas. With a complete Index. 


pay’s ©ames of Chess, Being 
we Matches and best Games played by 
the American Champion, with Explana- 
tory and Analytical Notes, by J. L& 
max. Portrait and Memcdr. 

It contains by far the largest oolieotion 
rtf games play^ by Mr. Morphy extant In 
any form, and has received endorse- 
ment and co-operation. 

8chouv*8 Earth, Plants, and Man : and 

Kobell’s Sketches from the Mineral JOng- 
dom Translated by A. HjaRXRxr, F R.S. 
Ctoloured Map of the Geography qf Plants. 

Srpith’s (Pye) ©eology and Scrip- 
tare $ or, The Belatlon between the Mstiy 
Scriptures and Geological Sclffiace. 


Hunt’i (Bohert) Poetry of Scionee ; 
or, Studies of the Physical Phenomena of 
Nature. By Professor Hoira. New Edi- 
tion, enlarged. 

Joyce*# Scientiile Bialoguei. By 

Br.Gxrrrixa. Iftmcrom Woodoufi. 

Introduction to tdie Art* and 

Sciences. Wltb ISxamtoation Questions. 

„) Enowledge is Power, 

nual of Political Economy. 

''aint 

A Wit 

.. *.ui< I Hbf E. 

P&rfyam. 


Stanley’s Classified SynepMs of the 
Principal; Paln^ts of the Dntoh and Fle- 
mish Schools. 

Staunton’s Chess-player’s Hwdhoolc. 

Mumerom Jhagrams. 

— Chess Praxis. A Supplement 

to the Chess-playerli B^f^ftiook. Con* 
talxdBg all the most Important modern 
improvements in the Openings, aiumtrated 
by actual Games^ a revised Code of Chess 
laws; and a Selection of Mr, Morphy’s 
Gssnes in England and France. 8s. 

caiesB-player*i Companina. 

Oomprisliig a new Treatise on Oto, 
lection of Match Games, and • Seiectiin 
cl Orlglmil froblmas, , 

as 



4 UdTALOQtlXl OJ? 


<&e8»' Touraameat of 

S^oolfe|»t&t’» PriaciplOB of Ciieiiiiatry* 
jekAaidJaed to a eerlea ol atoipto experl- 
tnfcjnti^ Based apon the Qeman work ot 
8 tookhabj>t, and Edited by C 
W. BLB&aKMi, Proieeaor of Ghemiatry at 
Croaa Hospitai. Upuardt qf 370 

mmtunMom- 


tTre’i (Br« Oottcm Maxinfadcaro 

of <3^^8at Biiiato sysMoaatimiiy tnveati 
gated; witb «n tocmdnotory vtow of It* 
wmpwratiw state to Foreign ‘flotmtrI«a. 
Nt'w Milton, revised by F. L. SiatMOHoa 
on* himdra md lUrntruthom. In 
j Svoi* 

' pMoaopfeyof ManisiaottiixeB^ 

' or, Aa ExpwsiUon ol the Fswtoij ayatem 
4 areat Britain Couiinued by P. h 
1 SMNOtooa. 7s. Od. 


bgonomics and finance. 


&raitafaUbart.2vols. lOs. 


HEFEBENCE LIBRAKY. 


'Bohn’s Diotionaty of Poetical Quota- 
tions. bs 

Buchanan’s Dictionary of Science 
and Technical Terms 6s ‘ 

Blair'S Chronological Tables, Re- 
vised and Enlarged Comprehending the 
. Oironology and History of the World, 

ftotoSSwest times By JWtonouQUBr 

jl^Ssa. Double Volume 10a 

(Hngh) Introduction to 
Heraldry Wxth nearly 1000 Illuatrattm$ 
AdUxon Kevised and enlaced by 
j. L Fiamohb, Rouge Croix 6a Pr, 
all the Illustrations coloured, I6s 

Chromoles of the Tomha. A Collet 

iilcftof Kemarkable Epitaphs By r. J, 
tP'BDteoasw, P.E.a., F S A 6a. 

of Domestio Medicine. 
Popularly arranged Bv Jir. HENRy 
700 pages With complete 

Index. 6s. 

- G-amPS. By various Amateurs 

and Professors. Mlted by H C Bo/w, 
ZUuxirated tty numerous Dxc^mms 6a. 

Broyerhs. Comprising all 

Kay's Engiteh Prp^s, with additions , 
his foreign S^ovefli } and an Alphabetical 
index. 6a * 

Meiififey*s <3^‘oid0 to English Coins, 

fiom the Conquest to the Fresent Timo. 
Revi-ted Edition by C. F Keabv, M.A , 
F.SA. Cs. 


28 yols at vax urns prices. 

i Humphrey’s Com Collector’s Manui. 

A popular Introduction to the htwly of 
1 Coins IIxyMy finished hnyrartnys In 
2 veto U ^ ^ .1 

I Index of Dates Comprehi‘iiamg 
I the principal Facto in the Clironoi< »gy and 
Ui'itory of the World, fbom thf^ carHft'it 
time, alphabctk al ly arrangt^l. Hy J . W 
, ]l^ssF I> ubto voltime. Hi*. 

' Lowndes’ BibHographer’s Manual of 
English Literature. New Edition, cn- 
1 laigcd, by H G. B«mx. Parttt 1. to X, 

' (A to Z ) 3a 6(1 each. Part XL (tlio Aji- 
pendux Volume). 6*. t)r the n part# to 
4 vola , half morocco, 3L 2a. 

I Polyglot Of Foreign Provethi. With 

English TranslatioiK, awl a Otneml In* 
dex, bringing the who!# JhW paralltl*. 
% H. 0. Bohn. 6*. 

Political Cyclopesdlit. In 4 vola. 

3a. 64. each. 

I Smith’s (iixohdeaoon) Complite Ool- 
lotion of Synonyms awl Autonywn, 6#. 
The Epigrammatisti. Seloetions 

from the Kplgm»tE*<fo Lltoraitire of 
all Times. Wnh Notcm^andlntrodortlon. 
By Kvv. H. P. I 
lilaltion. 6a 
Wheeler’* (W. A 

of Noted Nameao 
Plaoea. 6s 
■Wright’* (T.lIIi 
and Frovtojll I 
1 each. ' ' 




